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SHOW BIZ’S NRA REBOUND 





Now It's the Drug Store Time; Chain's 
‘Openings’ with Talent Ballying Pills 


—_—_ —— ° 





Xmas B. O. 


Fall River, Mass., May 28. 

Woman called up Charley 
Feinberg, manager of the 
Strand, and didn’t ask name of 
picture. 

‘What presents are you giv- 
ing away today?’, she wanted 
to know. 


Inclusion of variety talent in pro- 
motional capacity to supplement 
the regular sales force is the new- 
est for drug stores, in which now 
can be purchased anything from a 
sandwich to a saddle. Gag was in- 
novated by Liggett’s, national drug 
chain, at last week's reopening of 
its store at 42d street and Broad- 
way, New York. 

Success of the event has made 
the chain ballyhoo conscious. New 











promotional department has been 
formed within the company to han- 
dle openings, and round up talent 


anniversaries and _ special sales. 
Department is headed by H. C. 
Young. Benny Leonard will act as 
contact and arranger of bookings. 
Times Square reopening was ad- 
vertised in preceding evening’s 
papers. Mob that was on hand to 


witness the event made a police OR JULY 
detail necessary to handle the rush 


of people listening to the free enter- a 


tainment. ’ 
Show, m.c.’d by Leonard, in- Broadway's barest June and July 


cluded Milton Berle, Sophie Tucker, | Since legit started playing during 
Al Shayne, Lita Gray Chaplin, Abe the heated period is the prospect 
Lyman, Block and Sully, Lillian | this summer, so far as new shows 
Roth, Jack Dempsey, Harry Hersh- |are concerned. There are no plays 
(Continued on page 57) in rehearsal at all, according to 

a Equity’s records. Only one show 

is due in the immediate future, 


AMATEURS AMBLE BACK’ 2c: 2%, .at 8" wm 


Figured there will be between 

TO CRADLE, BURLESQUE =e and 10 attractions playing dur- 

ng the summer, that being depend- 
nt on whether it is unusually hot 

Strange cycle of the amateur gag | or not. 
took a new turn this month with the Break appears to favor the cur- 
installation of amateur night at the! rent attractions, for in the absence 
Apollo, burlesque house on 42d] of new clicks the survivors should 
street, New York. Amateur craze, be well supported by visitors to the 
after lying dormant for years, broke | metropolis. Three new shows re- 
out at close of 1934 with neophytes |; hearsing last week all debut this 
going on the air. This brought a | week—‘Knock on Wood,’ ‘The Young 
revival of amateur nights in some|Go First’ and ‘Them’s the Report- 
vaudeville and many picture houses, | ers.’ In addition there is the Play- 
either with or without radio hook- | ers’ Club revived ‘Seven Keys to 
up Baldpate,’ which is slated for one 
The amateur night idea for years ! week, but may stick longer. 

held sway in numerous burley | — 
houses throughout the country. In- | ‘ 
stead of spotting amateurs. on] Ch d B 
usually selected Friday nights, | erries an eer 
Apollo is presenting them Tuesdays 
sie misc hata eas | Cedar Rapids, May 28, 











The Cherry Sisters are now sing- 


es in beer joints. 


Stager of Anti-Hitler veral local spots have been giv- 
Play Beaten Up in L. A. fed ee ee 


soltreded May 23. ‘ a rod 
William Ghere, director of an | Community Television 

anti-Hitler play, ‘Till the Day I! ° ~ 
Die’ ag Holl; aaa Playhouse In Mexican Politics 
was taken for a ride and severely | Mexico City, May 28 
beaten by three men described as Television is to b i 
Germans. Attackers told Ghere | publicity medium for the first tin 
they objected to a scene where/|in Mexico. An apparat 
Hitler’s picture is torn from thej installed at the headqu - 
v r! ‘ her ¢ +h Nia = 





‘LABOR RELATIONS 
H WOOD Chloe 


Washington Sees Employer- 
Employees’ Parleys as 
Sole Salvage from Out- 
lawed Codes’ Decision— 
Legit Favors Continuance 
of Fair Trade Practices— 
Vaude Will Miss It— 
Music-Radio Indifferent— 
Hollywood Never Liked It 
—Exhibs-Distribs Hope to 
Continue Better Elements 
of Z-C 


NEW UNION DEALS 


U. S. Supreme Court's decision 
voiding all code enforcement has the 
amusement industry, in all its 
branches, up in the air, 

In the main, current show biz in- 
dication is that many features of 
the National Industrial Recovery 
Act will be retained for intra-trade 
benefits. 

Film exhibition and distribution’s 
hopes, via the re-establishment of 
its sundry film boards of trade, are 
to embody the better elements 
which were originally designed by 
the Film Code Authority to have 

(Continued on page 2) 





SENATE PASSES 
NATL THEATRE 


Washington, May 28, 

Wagner Bill authorizing incor- 
poration of an American national 
theatre and academy was passed 
by the Senate today. 

Action is still required from the 
House, which has companion legis- 
lation pending 


New Orleans’ Dry Feet 
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If Zukor Leaves Par, May Form New 
Co. with UA or Columbia as Nucleus 


+ 





Adolph Zukor may leave Para- 
mount soon after that company is 
reorganized (June 3), probably 

. Minneapolis, May 28, holding the post of chairman of the 
_ Newspapers called attention board only for a short time there- 
in a story of a raid on Cof- after. John E, Otterson has the in- 
fee Dan's, night club, that side track as president of Para- 
Ruby Bae, fan dancer, ar- mount, and Emanuel Cohen will 
rested for disorderly conduct, again be in charge of the studio. 
had performed the same al- This is the present outlook of the 
leged ‘indecent’ fan dance at Paramount situation. 
the policeman’s own stag at Zukor, in leaving Paramount, may 
the Auditorium. accept one of several offers which 
have been made him in past months 
by various companies in the busi- 


ness. However, it appears to be 
his inclination to organize a new 
company along the lines of the orig- 
IN VAUDE inal First National group. It may 


also be that he will undertake an 


No Appreciation 











interest in some company such as 
United Artists or Columbia Pictures 
to form the nucleus of the First 
National idea. The Columbia angle 
is considered remote but is being 
talked about in the trade. 
It is felt that with the merger of 
20th Century and Fox Film, that 
What's really lowbrow for the] United Artists is a logical spot for 
Theatre Guild will be attempted] Zukor who could attract directorial 
when ‘Parade,’ the revue featuring and screen talent under his banner 
; together with the probable co- 
Jimmy Savo that opened last week operation of such existing units as 
at the Guild, New York, closes, | Reliance and Samuel Goldwyn. 
probably right after its five-week Should Ernest Lubitsch event- 
subscription run. At that time the/| ually leave Paramount he is fig- 
Guild will essay its first excursion| ured to turn to anything which 
into vaudeville, offering ‘Parade’ as; Zukor may undertake. Cecil De- 
a& unit in condensed form to the | Mille is also deemed another who 
major circuits. } might hook up with Zukor. 
‘Parade’ is also the first revue “| talph Kohn and B. P. Schulberg 





tempted by the Guild itself, though | are now associated with Columbia. 
its junior group did present three 
‘Garrick Gaieties’ in 1925, ’26 and ’30 


oc cnttis & Aton o@ice win agent the THAT RAR TOUS FOR 
STEPHEN FOSTER FILM 


part of the production, the Guild | 
taking the investment and _ the| 
plunge into the variety field 100%. | 

Cast for the unit has not been} 
decided upon, therefore no a: sking | Hollywood, May 28. 
price as yet, but it’s likely Savo will! N4t Levine, Mascot prez, planed 
also head the pop-priced version, to New York Monday (27) to sign 

stage and radio talent for ‘Har- 

| mony Lane,’ studio's first filmusical 
| based on the life of Stephen A 


Hizzoner an Announcer 


' 

| io 

| Foster 

| Joseph Santley directs Colbert 
| Clark supervises. 


Charlotte, N. C., May 28, 
WSOC now boasts of having the 


shular ‘announcer ‘en Dougie, LM€ Last of Soph’s ‘Last 
Of the Red Hot Mamas’ 


recently elected, also heads a firm 
of funeral directors. He has been 


innouncing a program of organ 


music 
Has also covered several sports Sophie Tucker is discarding her 
He continues to handle the | [St of the Red Hot Mamas’ bili- 
melodies spot | ing on the grounds that it has out- 
ae |} lived its usefulness. When playing 
| the Capitol on Broadway the week 
Mexican Poy t June 8 with her WHN Music 
| all show, Mis fucker will for 
Mexico € May 28 the first time in \ irs be without 
~ ind dane ils who can col- it. 

1 day each for six shows The billing line, which became 
ell, indeed, it is| one of the best known tags ever 
iit one of them filed | invented for a tage single, was 
4 il irt against a tent show | written for Miss Tucker by Jack 
i t ; 3 1 during hor Q n- 
5 ) lavs } if i i Paiag i t ier 

loon K ty p ) JZ 
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Air Over NRA’s 


Voiding: Pros and Cons of Advantages 





(Continued from page 1) 
been exercised by the regional zon- 
ing and clearance boards. 

Fiim production, often lackadaisa- 
cal about the code, save as it ap- 
plied to minimum wage and maxi- 
mum hour requirements for extras, 
is not particularly disturbed. How- 
ever, already, as is recounted in an- 
other Hollywood dispatch in this is- 
sue, some chiseling manifestations, 
especially from indie producers, 
have asserted themselves in regards 
to production, hours, etc. 

Stage Regrets Passing 

The stage alone seems the most 
decisive in its regret over the pass- 
ing of NRA. Vaudeville and bur- 
lesque, from the players’ viewpoint, 
welcomed the minimum wage and 
hour requirements, 

Legit, as also further detailed 
herewith, felt that it was the most 
concrete instance of intra-produc- 
tion cohesion yet devised. And, hav- 
ing been brought together for the 
common weal, the legit producers 
likewise plan continuation of some 
sort of trade code among them- 
selves. 

Radio was and still is totally in- 
different. Nothing in station rela- 
tions, or as regards broadcasting 
artists, was affected by a code. Ditto 
Tin Pan Alley, where the best con- 
structive feature was the restriction 
on the subsidization of plugs. But 
since the songplugging evil is an old 
music business custom, there was 
and will continue to be chiseling 
along these lines, and probably so 
long as plugging is a requisite of 
popular song hit manufacturing. 

Interstate features of the Code, 
which might have applied to film 
exhibition, as relating to the distri- 
bution of pictures, was kayoed by 
the Supreme Court. Show business 
also anticipates that the Supreme 
Court’s ruling will mean new deals 
between theatres and unions. 





Blue Eagle a Dodo 


Washington, May 28. 

The Blue Eagle is a dodo. 

Killing the film, radio, legit and 
more than 500 other codes, the U. 8S. 
Supreme Court Monday (27) ruled 
decisively that the code-making 
provisions of the National Recovery 
Act are unconstitutional and the 
Federal Government has no author- 
ity to regulate hours and wages in 
any line not indisputably part of 
interstate commerce, 

Striking a severe blow at the 
heart of the Roosevelt New Deal, 
the final tribunal expressed its 
views in a case involving the poul- 
try code but in such sweeping terms 
that the whole recovery machine 





@lanked t> a standstill in mid- 
afternoon ‘yesterday. 
Admitting the court’s decisive 


stand makes all agreements ‘unen- 
forceable as a matter of law.’ Don- 
ald R. Richberg, acting chairman of 
the Recover, Board, late Monday 
night (27) issued appeals to in- 
dustry for voluntary cooperation in 
continuing the Eagle plan. Said 
compulsory enforcement will be 
suspended in deference to tribunal 
but that ‘any contractual obliga- 
tions which may have arisen by 
agreement of the parties requiring 
no sanction of Federal authority’ 
remain valid. 

The Eagle tamer, who had ex- 
pected a reassuring victory ir the 
poultry litigation, urged all employ- 
ers previously working under NRA 
pacts, to ‘cooperate in maintaining 
those standards of fair competition 
in commercial and labor relations 
which have been written into the 
codes with practically universal, 
sanction and which represent the 
united effort to eliminate dishonest, 
fraudulent trade practices and un- 
fair competition in overworking and 
underpaying labor.’ 

Future of he Federal attempt to 
establish fair and unfair trade prac- 
tices, boost employment and pur- 
chasing power, and correct miscel- 
laneous economic ills was up in the 
air today as virtually the entire 
Roosevelt administration, plus flab- 
bergasted members of Congress, 
tried to dope out whether the court 


had left any loopholes’ through 
which the Blue Eagle may be re- 
vived. 

All Amus. Codes Dead 


For the present, at any rate, the 
film code is dead, and producers, 
distributors nd exhibitors, as well 
as broadcasters, legit and 
operators, and film labs, are under 
no compulsion to observe any of 
the do’s or don’ts. The only thing 


burley | 


7A of the ten.porary law which 
guarantees employees the right to 
organize without employer interfer- 
ence and requires bosses to bargain 
collectively with representatives of 
workers. 

Violators of the film code can go 
their own ways with impunity un- 
til Congress co..cocts another stat- 
ute, it was indicated. Breathless at 
the sweeping character of the de- 
cision, no government officials would 
comment, 

All work ended with the court de- 
cision, Fa®nsie shoving aside the 
pending film code amendment, his 
work on hours for newsreel camera- 
men, and assorted other matters 
pending decisions as to future pro- 
cedure. Whether they still have 
jobs is the principal concern of the 
army of Blue Eaglers. 

The status of the Code Authority 
and the various boards and com- 
mittees was one of the unsolved 
problems, with every indication they 
have no legal existence. Since the 
court ruled that all code-making 
powers are an illegal delegation of 
Congressional authority, it goes 
without saying that agencies cre- 
ated to administer invalid codes 
have no legal ju-tification. 

Whether the Administration will 
attempt to rcenact fundamental 
features of the law in the manner 
which might satisfy the court was 
one of the numerous questions 
which went unanswered, although 
various members of Congress in 
curbstone opinions predicted such 
steps would be taken. The House 
Ways and Means Committee, which 
had agreed last week to urge con- 
tinuance of the Blue Eagle law un- 
til 1937, threw up its hands in con- 
fusion and quit worrying until legal 
sharps downtown had figured out 
what, if anything, can be done. 

At first glance, however, it ap- 
peared that the court had slammed 
the door on revival of the Recovery 
program. The decision was so posi- 
tive and went so far that it was 
feared nothing can be done to renew 
the now-dead codes. The court 
told the brain trust it must stick to 
its own backyard and cannot tackle 
business which >nly ‘indirectly’ af- 
fected interst- comm.-ce, calling 
upon Congress to lay down specific 
standards for guidance of adminis- 
trative agencies which may attempt 
to negotiate agreement; and warn- 
ing that Federal power must not in- 
vade the jurisdiction of the states. 

Interstate Trade 

On the item of interstate trade 
and the extent of the Federal gov- 
ernment’s power under the Consti- 
tion, the court did not lay down any 
general definition which might in- 
dicate whether exhibition of motion 
pictures comes within the realm of 
U. S. action. The court did state 
that Federal agencies may regulate 
intrastate activities which have a 
‘direct’ effect on interstate commerce 
but said this could not be stretched 
beyond a certain point which de- 
pends on the nature of every par- 
ticular case. The court said there 
is a ‘necessary and well established 
distinction between direct and in- 
direct’ relationships between the 
two types of commerce, warning 
that ‘where the effect of intrastate 
transactions upon interstate com- 
merce is merely indirect, such 
transactions remain within the do- 
main of State power.” 

Possibly shedding some light on 
the film industry’s status in this 
delicate situation, the court sternly 
said that in the poultry case, the 
mode did not apply to transporta- 
tion of poultry from one state to an- 
other or the transactions of the 
commission men or the sales by 
consignees. When the Schecter Co. 
made its purchases in New York, 
and the poultry was lugged to their 
Brooklyn slaughterhouses, ‘the in- 
terstate transactions in relation to 
that poultry then ended,’ the court 
explained. ‘Defendants held the 
poultry at their slaughterhouse 
markets for slaughter and local sale 
to retail dealers and butchers who 
in turn sold directly to consumers. 
Neither the slaughtering nor the 
sales by defendants were transac- 
tions in interstate commerce.’ 

The court registered its over- 
whelming opinion that ‘the indis- 
puted facts thus afford no warrant 
for the argument that the poultry 





of any consequence left is section 


handled by defendants at their 
slaughterhouse markets was in @& 
‘current’ or ‘flow’ of interstate com- 
merce and was thus subject to Con- 
gressional regulation,’ saying that 


“as 


pieS- 
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WILL MAHONEY 
“The World’s Fair’ said: 
“Mahoney Scores Again” 
“Every face alight with laughter. 
Countless aching sides. For Will 
Mahoney is on the stage. Alone and 
without the aid of comic props or 
elaborate make-up he holds the en- 
tire audience in his hand. And that 
terrific dance on a xylophone is 
something that will be remembered 
in our old days because once seen it 
cannot be forgotten.” 
Direction 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
Mayfair Theatre Building 
New York City 


VAUDE REACTS 
UNFAVORABLY 


The Supreme Court’s decision 
voiding the NRA is not causing 
elation among the little fellow of 
show business, particularly vaude- 
ville, as represented by the small 
acts. Return of conditions that pre- 
vailed generally before NRA is 
feared. 


Provisions of the vaudeville sec- 
tion of the Motion Picture Code 
have been be ieficial. The code, of 
course, has not brought vaudeville 
back, nor even noticeably enhanced 
its outward appearance, but it elim- 
inated much of the mistreatment of 
the little guy. 


There appeared to be less objec- 
tion to the vaudeville pact than to 
the code of any other business in 
the country. Only the _ chiselers 
were adversely affected by it. Le- 
gitimate vaudeville producers were 
burdened for a time, but this pinch 











was eventually alleviated by re- 
visions, 
The vaudeville code required 


little more outlay than the payment 
o° the minimum $7.50 per day to 
actors, and a regular scale of Hours 
for chorus girls. These were the 
salient points. Other provisions 
protected the talent against strand- 
ings and poor conditions at home 
and on the road. The actors didn’t 
obtain all that they wanted under 
the code, but they did get more con- 
cessions than before NRA. 


Violations of the salary and other 
provisions were charged against the 
chiselers of the vaudeville business, 
although much of the abuse of the 
past was curbed and chiseling was 
not half as rife as previously. Many 
reformed, in a fashion, through fear 
of the law. 

The NRA code created no Utopia 
for vaudevillians, yet it did accom- 
plish some good. Its passing is re- 
garded as far from a break for 
vaudeville, 


4. 





‘the mere fact that there may be a 
constant flow of commodities into a 
state does not mean that the flow 
continues after the property has 
arrived and has become commingled 
with the mass of property within 
the state and is there held solely 
for loca] disposition and use.’ 

Then taking up the possibility 
that the Schecter firm’s operations 
‘affect’ interstate commerce, the 
tribunal maintained that ‘the fact 
tnat there may be ind.rect effect 
upon interstate commerce does not 
subject the parties to the Federal 
statute, notwithstanding its broad 
provisions.’ Chief Justice Hughes 
pointed out that ‘the distinction be- 
tween direct and indirect effects of 
intrastate transactions upon inter- 
state commerce must be recognized 
as a fundamental one, essential to 
the maintenance of our constitu- 
tional system’ end concluded that 
hours and wages of poultry mar- 
kets have no direct relation to in- 





terstate commerce, 





Dont 


Chisel 





Although the open season for chiseling is on, in view of the Supreme 
Court’s NRA decision, it’s no time to chisel. 





Already there are rumbles within show business of some intent to 


cut wage scales and up hours. 
tied to it. 


That’s a boomerang with a firecracker 
It may seem like economy, but it can be a costly economy. 





It’s no trick to chisel now. The trick is to keep going without chiseling, 





Best' Features of Film and Z-C B’ds 
Will Combine to Govern Exhibition 





10% Rejection Clause 


Washington, May 28. 
With the censorship lid on the 
Recovery Administration, the brain 
trust decided to issue no instruc- 


tions concerning the future status 
and operations of code authorities 
and subsidiary boards and commit- 
tees. 

Government contemplates no im- 
mediate action to lay down policy 
governing quasi—official agencies, 
insisting codists must decide own 
fate and be guided by the counsel 
of their own attorneys. 

Whether unexpended assessments 
must be returned likewise is up to 
code groups, Government taking no 
stand beyond remarking contribu- 
tions were voluntary. One official 
said boards and authorities can 
continue to exist but what they 
may do is another matter. 

View that the 10% cancellation 
provision, binding on all film com- 
panies, which was embodied in the 
code clause in their contracts, was 
expressed in Government circles, 
but indications were any distribs not 
embodying the 10% privilege no 
longer were required to grant the 
rejgtion right to exhibs. 

Recovery Board imposed a rigid 
ban against outgoing communica- 
tions of all sorts, doubtful of their 
authority to continue to spend Gov- 
ernment funds for transaction of 
business related to a now illegal 
law, yet it is pointed out the court 
only invalidated the code making 
sections. 

Employees are ordered to continue 
work but are sitting around twid- 
dling thumbs in the main. 


Special Film Code Meet 


A special meeting of the Film 
Code Authority has been called for 
next Monday (3) to discuss the ef- 
fect of the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
decision on the operation of the 
code. Possibilities of further op- 
eration of the C.A., either under its 
present set-up or as a private NRA, 
also will be taken ‘“p. 

If C.A. decides there is little or 
no likelihood of the Bine Eagle’s 
continuance in one form or the 
other, steps will be taken by the of- 
ficial code body looking towards 
liquidation of all current assets of 
the NRA machinery. 


30 Z-C Boards Told 
To Cease Action 


In view of the U. S. supreme 
eourt decision, all zoning, clearance 
and grivance boards throughout the 
country were notified yesterday 
(Tuesday) to receive no further 
complaints and take no further ac- 
tion under the code until further 
notice. Tyree Dillard, chief counsel 
of the Film Code Authority in N, Y., 
acting on instructions of John C. 
Flinn, executive secretary of the 
C. A., who is in Los Angeles, wired 
these instructions to local board of- 
ficials in 30 cities while the L. A. 
officials and N. Y. board were noti- 
fied by phone. 

All cases coming up from local 
grievance boards and docketed for 
appeal before the Code Authority 
were indefinitely postponed, with 
parties involved in such appeal no- 
tified of the indefinite postponement 
from the C, A, headquarters in N.Y. 

While these orders were going out, 
Dillard was contacting members of 
the Code Authority, most of whom 
are now in New York, to learn what 
action, if any, they desired to take 
in view of the higher court’s ruling. 














The C. A. has sufficient funds to 
carry on for approximately three 
more weeks, which would take the 


NRA in the picture industry up to 
(Continued on page 23) 
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With the sudden collapse of the 
NRA and codism, the ,icture in- 
dustry will return to a modified 
form of Film Board regulation, it 
was learned yesterday (Tuesday). 
The new governing system as af- 
fecting distributors and exhibitors, 
leaders declared, would not be 
known as Film Boards of Trade, as 


they were in the past, but would 
embody the best features of that 
setup, the best features of the film 
code and of the arbitration boards 
which functioned prior to NRA. 

Early reaction of exhibitors, fol- 
lowing end of codism Monday (27), 
was that the industry must have 
some kind of machinery set up. 
Disposition of the exhibiting branch 
of the business, according to Hays’ 
sources, was that theatre operators 
favored a home rule form of Indus- 
try government which would em- 
brace such essential matters as 
arbitration and zoning-clearance. 
Attitude so far appears to be that 
exhibitors want to sit both on arbi- 
tration boards and on the agencies, 
in whichever form they are created, 
that will govern zoning and 
clearance, 

Prior to the NRA, arbitration was 
governed by the exhibition contract 
individually on the part of each 
distributor due to the Thacher de- 
cision of a few years back, while it 
was through the Film Boards that 
clearance and zoning was hardled. 
Minimum admissions have always 
been a part of contracts. Some of 
the film boards have continued 
operation through NRA rule al- 
though the latter has had the 
powers formerly accruing to the 
boards, a part of the Hays’ organ- 
ization which again will organize a 
system. Charles C. Pettijohn, Film 
Board czar, is expected to have an 
important hand in developing the 
new governinrs machinery. 

Five-Day Week, Scales 

The five-day week and minimum 
scales of pay, together with labor 
provisions under the code, are 
other matters left high-and-dry on 
death of the Blue Eagle. New 

(Continued on page 23) 


A New NRA, and Only to 
Cover Distribution? 


If the NRA is revived and made 
applicable to the picture industry, 
it is likely to be made effective only 
over the distribution branch. That 
is the opinion of several leading at- 
torneys familiar with Blue Eagle 
afguirs. 





Possibility of reframing or creat- 
ing an entirely new NRA act was 
put forward by Tyree Dillard, chief 
counsel of the Film Code Authority 
in N. Y., yesterday (Tuesday). Tem- 
pering of the sweeping powers 
given the President under the pres- 
ent Blue Eagle set-up would have 
to be made, in his opinion. Admit- 
ting that a new NRA law could be 
framed, Dillard at the same time 
pointed out that it was entirely up 
to Congress. 

With distribution already upheld 
by the Supreme Court as being in- 
terstate, prominent legal lights of 
the C. A. said yesterday that an 
NRA act for the pix industry likely 
would be trimmed until it applied 
only to the distribution end of the 
business, 

The supreme court’s Monday de- 
cision definitely put a damper on 
attempts ‘to place a code on busi- 
ness that was s‘rictly intrastate. 
This would eliminate the production 
and exhi-ition branches of the 
business, according to some attor- 
nevs., 

Just what portion of the industry 
could be covered by codes, of course, 
eventually would have to be 
by either an NRA official decision or 
a court ruling. 


decided 
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Saddle Sissies 
Till Sombreros 


Draw Dress Pay 


Hollywood, May 28. 


Those hard-riding defenders of 
virtue and honor of the open spaces 
have gone sissy in a big way, but 
only to keep their salaries up. 

Ex-cowpokes who have drifted to 
Hollywood have found that riding in 
western pictures was one way of 
keeping the skin on the cayuse. 
Westerns took a slump and the steer 
valets tightened their belts a little. 
Salaries were down, and an honest 
cowhand was willing to do a day’s 
hard riding for $5 as an extra. Then 
the question of costumes came up 
with the advent of the NRA, and 
cowboys found that for years their 
10-gallon hats and their high-heeled 
boots had constituted ‘costume,’ 
which brings around $10 daily. Here 
they had been giving away fortunes 
in hats and shoes while others who 
donned anything but business 
clothes were getting the gravy. 

Cowhands burned. They'd been 
gypped for years just trying to be 
ordinary open space guys, wearing 
the clothes of their ancient and hon- 
orable profession. It must stop, and 
it did stop. The cow hustlers de- 
scended on Hollywood's haberdash- 


eries in somewhat a dither. They 
togged themselves in berets and 
sandals. That eliminated the cos- 


tume angle. 

Now if they appear at a studio for 
a job they look like any other actor, 
a little bit silly, of course, but like 
actors, nevertheless. When a $5 
check is offered, they are willing to 
work, hop on a horse bedecked in 
the beret and sandals, looking 
slightly out of place. There’s a 
squawk, and off they come. 

Have they a 10-gallon hat and 
cowboy boots? Yes. Well, on with 
them and on with the picture. That 
increases the salary check to $10 
because it’s costume, and they’re 
supplying their own wardrobe, It 
used to be much nicer on the prairie, 
but those days are gone, and cow- 
boys must eat, 


CRUELTY CHARGED IN 
MRS. BARRYMORE PLEA 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Reciting a list of alleged brutali- 
ties, including details of having 
been struck by him several times, 
Dolores Costello Barrymore filed 
suit for divorce here Saturday (28) 
against John Blythe Barrymore, 
charging cruelty, asking custody of 
the two children, Dolores, 5, and 
John, Jr., 3, and community prop- 
erty settlement. 

Married Nov. 24, 1928, and offici- 
ally separated April 15 of this year, 


the final two years of the Barry- 
more marriage was a hectic tur- 
moil, according to the complaint. 
Mrs. Barrymore asks $1,000 per 


month maintenance for the children 


and $°,000 for herself; $10,000 for 
her attorneys, and says’ Barry- 
more’s income for 19384 exceeded 
$350,000, 


Divorce was filed day after John 
Barrymore posted notice in a Los 
Angeles legal paper that he would 
no longer be responsible for his 
wife’s debts, 


Collins’ Radio Huddle 


Wednesday, May 29, 1935 





Hollywood, May 28. 
Jack Oakie claims that Par- 
amount is lending to Warners 
himself, William Frawley, Ros- 


coe Karns and 5,00) feet of 
unexposed negative. 
All in return for loan of 


Frank Borzage to Par to direct 
Marlene Dietrich. 


PAR TO SUE TWA 
OVERK.C.CRASH 











Paramount is preparing to bring 
suit against Transcontinental West- 
ern Air lines as result of the recent 
plane crash near Kansas City, which 
resulted in death for one and in- 
juries for five members of a pro- 
duction unit party on the way to 
Annapolis for exteriors. Suit has 
not yet been drawn nor decision 
reached as to what amount will be 
sought. 

Action will be brought by Par and 
victims of the plane crash jointly, 
.including in addition to injuries the 
loss sustained by Par through being 
deprived of services of Richard Wal- 
lace, William Kaplan, C. G. (Pat) 
Drew, Paul Wing and Henry 
Sharpe, all of whom were injured, 
Wing and Drew seriously. Par will 
bring the suit for these reasons and 
because of the fact that the film 
victims were on duty for Par and 
latter was paying the transporta- 
tion. Par had to send another unit 
to Annapolis as a result of the 
crash. 

Kaplan, whose wife died from the 
crash, has been removed to a Hol- 
lywood hospital. Wallace is due 
back there now, too, but Wing, 
Drew and Sharpe remain at the 
Good Samaritan hosp., Macon, Mo., 
where latest official word is that 
Drew will be permanently crippled 
from his injuries. 

Attorneys for Paramount in K. C. 
are Cooper, Neil, Kemp & Suther- 
land. 


GRACIE FIELDS BACK 
OF NEW FILM C02 


London, May 19. 
New film company, Flanagan & 
Hurst Prod., Ltd., just’ formed. 


Hurst was formerly a partner in the 
new defunct Clifton-Horst Film 
Prods., and Gracie Fields is under- 
stood to be behind the venture. 

Company has capital of $25,000 to 
start operations and is negotiating 
with J. M. Synge, Irish playwright, 
for the film rights to his book, 
‘Riders to the Sea.’ Sara Allgood 
has been signed for a leading role. 

Shooting starts at Connemara, 
Ireland. 


a . 9 
Chevalier’s U. S. P. A.’s 
Paris, May 19. 
Maurice Chevalier and Ray Ven- 
tura, leading French bandmaster, 
are thinking of getting together for 


a tour of personal appearances in 
the United States in the fall. 


Fact that conversations on this 
subject are taking place was re- 


vealed by Ventura after his annual 
band recital at the Trocadero. 
Nothing settled yet, however. Ven- 
tura says it’s Chevalier’s idea. 
Ventura’s band drew nearly 2,000 
to the Trocadero. It is the only 
high-class French stage jazz outfit. 
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London, May 28. 

Charles Collins, husband of 
Dorothy Stone, who’s been dancing | 
in ‘Stop Press’ at the Adelphi and 
at the Dorchester House, sails for 
New York, Friday (306) 

He'll huddle with Radio Picture 
on hig arrival on a pending picture | 
deal resulting from a test he made 
in London 

Dan Kelly Scouting 

Dan Kelly, Universal's casting 
head, is in New York for a week or 
more. 

Usnal ‘new faces’ } 





Miriam Hopkins-McCrea 


> © v Ty 
Permanent Goldwyn Duo 
Hollywood, May 28. 

Signing Joel McCrea to a five- 
year optional contract, Samuel Gold- 
wyn is link him as @ 
permanent romantic lead with 
Miriam Hopkins 

Pair will be co-starred in ‘Barbary 


Coast’ and then bracketed in ‘Splen- 


planning to 








dor,’ the story which Rachel Croth- 
writing on a royalty sic 


ers is 
for Goldwyn 


WILD GRAB FOR 
COMMERCIAL LINK 


Kick Over Hays Anti-Com- 
mercial Ban in Stampede 
for Plugs—Stars Go for 
It in Big Way 


MOTORS LEAD PACK 











Holiywood, May 28. 

Studios have gone wild on com- 
mercial tie-ups and have com- 
pletely kicked wide open the Hays 
edict of last year banning the 
printed plugs by their stars. Hays 
edict brush-off has developed into 
a marathon with*all studios racing 
to grab the best national accounts. 

To this end, national advertisers 
are rushing Hollywood, with their 
press and advertising representa- 
tives trying to corral the best 
names, get their signatures on re- 
leases while the barn door is open. 

Marking time at studio gates for 
name plugs are representatives of 
General Motors (Buick and Chev- 
rolet), Auburn, Packard and Dodge 
motor cars, Armour Co., Jantzen 
Knitting Co., Walkover Shoes, Pure 
Oil, Helena Rubenstein, cosmetics, 
and many another potent national 
advertiser. 

J. Walter Thompson's Danny 
Danker is spending all of his time 
making tie-ups for the company’s 
accounts. With the exception of 
Garbo .nd Marlene Dietrich, almost 
every star in Hollywood has some 
sort of a commercial angle, and it 
is understood Dietrich now is open 
for propositions. Best coverage on 
commercial tie-ups is that of Lever 
Brothers Lux soap with Danker, 
who pioneered the blurb racket, 
having every actress in pictures, 
with four or five exceptions, on Lux 
releases. 

Automobile manufacturers have 
gone daffy over picture names fol- 
lowing the campaign just com- 
pleted by Buick and Warners. Lat- 
ter company has tied up its stars 
on the last 10 pictures with Buick 
buggies. General Motors is now at- 
tempting to get picture names be- 
hind Chevrolet but finds it hard to 
have the big time stars work with 
them on a low priced car. 


EVEN HOLLYWOOD'S 
SCOUTING AMATEURS 


National amateur radio hours are 
coming to be regarded as new 
source of talent for picture com- 
pany scouts. Fact that several 
amateurs hit more than one of 
these big hook-ups, before being 
rated professionals, gives them an 
opportunity to develop and possibly 
attract notice, 

Fox talent department particular- 
ly rates the amateur broadcasts as 
offering a new field for obtaining 
potential stars. Paramount in the 
last 45 days has tested two voices 
heard over these programs, and one 
is being seriously considered. RKO 
is combing this new source simply 
as a matter of routine. 








Gighi’s Ufa Pic 


” 
t. 


Rome, May 1 

3enjamin Gigli, tenor, is going to 
Berlin to make his first film for 
Consorzio Barblieri-Itala Film. Title 


of the film is ‘Do Not Forget Me,’ 
written by E. Marischka, 
Augusto Genina, Italian director, 


will shoot the film at Ufa’s Berlin 
studio in German and Itallan ver- 
sions 


Mascot Director Doin’s 
Hollywood, May 28 
Mascot upped Joe Kane, cutter, to 
director, 
Assigned Gene Autry to musical 
westerns 


STUDIO GOLD RUSH TIE-UP 
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Major Studios Continuing to Op. 


NRA Pro Tem, Regardless, Although 
Fagle Was No Help; Chisel Already 





A la Mode 





Hollywood, May 28. 

Making allowance for long 
lack of practice, Warners pro- 
vided double ration of pies— 
over 200—for Mack Sennett 
confection heavers in the cru- 
cial scene of ‘Keystone Hotel,’ 
two-reeler featuring half a 
dozen ex-Sennetteers, 

Buffers for falls were also 
provided, but old timers 
scorned such innovations, 


HAYS POST FOR 
MERRIAM AIDE 


Sacramento, May 28. 

Aftermath of that luncheon here 
a few days ago to Louis B. Mayer, 
attended by Governor Merriam and 
state officials, is that Kyle Palmer, 
Merriam advisor and Los Angeles 
Times political writer, entrepreneur 
of the feedbag confab, gets a job in 
the films, 

In connection with this it was 
stated that Palmer had signed a 
term contract with Metro, but it 
now develops that the political 
man’s industry berth will be with 
the L. A. Hays office in a public re- 
lations capacity, and starting 
June 10, 

Palmer has been with the Times 
for several years as political writer 
and a one-man brain trust advisor 
to Harry Chandler, owner and pub- 
lisher, and since Gov. Merriam’s 
election has been the state execu- 
tive’s chief yes and no man. 














POLLY MORAN’S CLICK 
AT LONDON PALLADIUM 


London, May 28. 

Polly Moran opened at the Palla- 
dium yesterday (Monday) to a riot- 
ous reception, It’s her first showing 
here, although she played a minor 
date in London quite a few years 
ago, before the name meant much at 
the b.o, 

New bill at the Holborn Empire 
has the Washboard Serenaders, Joe 
and Jane McKenna, the Chung Yee 
Wah Troupe and George and Jack 
Dormonde. All registered success- 
fully. 





Not for Laughs 
Hollywood, May 28. 

Lensing on Universal's ‘Lady 
Tubbs’ was set back one day when 
picture had to halt because of rid- 
ing casualties in the fox-hunting 
episodes at Hidden Valley location 
last week. 

Anita Louise 
both were 
Miss Louise 


Hare was treated 
resumed next da:. 


and Lumsden Hare 
thrown from hunters, 
suffered contusions. 


for shock, Both 


‘Three Kids’ for U 





Hollywood, May 28. 
Initial Universal picture to be su- 
pervised by Ben Verschleiser will 
be ‘Three Kids and a Queen,’ fea- 
turing May Robson, Starts June 15 
Next on his slate is ‘Her Excel- 
lency the Governor based on a 
story by H. C. She 
Molson Scouting Easi 
Llollywood, M 28. 
Gordon Molson, Mascot casting 
director, goes east as permanent 
talent scout there 


No successor named from this end. 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Major studios here agreed last 
night (Monday) to continue to op- 
erate under NR‘. regulations until 
the industry as a whole has had 
time to adjust itself to the sudden 
change of affairs brought by the 
U. S. Supreme Court decision. 

After getting word from New 
York, Major Joseph Donovan, in 
charge of Code Authority offices on 
the West Coast, immediately an- 
nounced that no more complaints 
would be received and that those 
on hand would receive no action, 
with the office remaining open un- 
til further instructions came from 
N. Y. Hearings before the L. A. 
zoning and clearance board, pre- 
sided over by John C. Flinn on 
Monday, ‘ were suspended when 
word of the decision reached Flinn 
with instructions to plane back to- 
day (‘luesday) to attend special 
meeting on Wednesday. Studio 
Labor Board, Extra, Standing and 
Grievance eommittees also became 
ineffective at the same time. 

As soon as Pat Casey learned of 
the decision, he conferred with the 
various studio heads as to what 
they wanted to do on labor and 
extra matters in the future. Meet- 
ing decided to let things stand ag 
is under code rule until the indus- 
try has had the opportunity to de- 
cide what to do. Attitude seemed 
to be, though, that many of the 
benefits to workers brought about 
through the code will be kept in- 
tact, as the industry has worked 
harmoniously with labor under the 
NRA and that a breakaway from 
government regulations might bring 
a break with labor. 

Despite this attitude of the 
majors, several phone calls reached 


(Continued on page 29) 
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SEE GOLDWYN AS NEW UA PREZ; 24 PIX 
FOR 1935-6; SMALL’S 8, GOLDWYN'S 12 








United Artists Continues Same Distribution Organi- 


zation as Ever—20th 


Last Year and 9 for 1934-5—Bolstering Number 
of Films for ’36 Program 


v 


United Artists will get a new 
president, possibly Sam Goldwyn, 
and maintain its distribution ma- 
chine with a program for the com- 
ing year that will run at least 24 
pictures, from present indications, 
and probably more, Through 
Jozeph M. Schenck’s deal with Fox, 
UA loses Schenck as _ president, 
the post he has now held for nearly 
10 years, as well as the 20th 
Century producing unit he set up 
two years ago with Darryl Zanuck 
in charge, 

Otherwise UA is the same distri- 
bution organization that it always 
was, a machine that is claimed to 
eost around $80,000 a week to oper- 
ate. With the Schenck-Fox deal 
just closed and the new selling sea- 
s0n about here, UA’s most pressing 
concern is the setup of a program 
for the 1935-36 season and the selec- 
tion of aé_ president to succeed 
Schenck. If not Goldwyn, who is 
deemed most likely for that post, it 
mey be Al Lichtman, v.p. in charge 
of distribution. 

Lichtman left by plane yesterday 
(Tuesday) for Hollywood, accom- 
panied by Hal Horne, deciding to 
make the trip immediately after 
formal closing of the 20th Century- 
Fox combination, reached on Mon- 
day (27). While it is understood 
there will be some discussion on the 
Coast with respect to a future head 
for UA, Lichtman and Horne are 
also importantly coneerned with 
gathering data as how many pic- 
tures can be expected for sale by 
UA on the 1935-36 program. 

James A. Mulvey, in charge of 
Goldwyn interests in New York, 
also flew out yesterday (Tues.), 
going on call of Goldwyn. 

Twentieth Century delivered nine 
pictures for UA last season and will 
deliver a total for this year (1934- 
35) of also nine. 

Meantime, Sam Goldwyn, on 
his production schedule for the '35- 

(Continued on page 27) 


GOLDWYN'SS 12 
PRODS. FOR UA 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Sam Goldwyn, Mary Pickford and 
Charles Chaplin met last night 
(Monday) at Pickfair, and, after a 
two-hour session, issued a statement 
signed by them: 

‘Mr. Schenck has been negotiating 
with the United Artists Corp. for 
several months for the release of his 
future pictures, but failed to come 
to satisfactory terms. He has there- 
fore apparently made arrangements 
elsewhere.’ 

Understood here that Goldwyn 
personally will produce 12 pictures 
for next season and is to add a 
couple of producers to his staff to 
handle the added production. 

Sam Goldwyn at first stated that 
no statement would be forthcoming 
from him at this time as he had no 
official word of the resignation of 
Schenck and the 20th Century move. 
However, yesterday (Monday) aft- 
ernoon he and Mary Pickford went 
into a huddle at Pickfair and are 
awaiting the arrival of Al Lichtman 
here tomorrow (Wednesday). A 
brief statement followed after the 
Pickfair confab. 

Chaplin did not attend this ses- 
gion, as he remained working at his 
gtudio, while Eddie Small, not a 
member owner, had nothing to say 
Zanuck reached Seaitle from Alaska 
last night and is likely to eome here 
at once, instead of returning June 3 
as planned. 


Eliz. Risdon’s Co!. Pix 


Elizabeth Risdon, legit character 
woman, leaves ‘Laburnum Grove’ in 
Chicago June 8 to go to Hollywood 
for Columbia. 

Miss Risdon is due at Col. June 17 
for ‘Feather in IJer Hat.’ Set by 
William Morris office. 


Century Delivered 9 Pix 





lst Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of May 31 

Capitol — ‘Flame 
(MG). 

Music Hall—‘Under the Pam- 
pas Moon.’ (Fox) (30). 

Paramount—‘Goin’ to Town 
(Par) (4th wk). 

Rivoli—‘Let ‘Em Have It’ 
(UA) (29). 

Roxy—‘Loves of a Dictator’ 
(G-B). 

Strand —‘G Men’ (WB) (6th 
wk). 


Within’ 


’ 


Week of June 7 
Capitol—‘Public Hero’ (MG). 
Music Hall—‘Our Little Girl’ 

(Fox) (6), 
Paramount—‘Goin’ to Town’ 
(Par) (5th wk). 
Rivoli—‘Let ‘Em Have It’ 
(UA) (2d wk). 
Roxy — ‘The 
(G-B). 
Strand—‘Oil for the Lamps 
of China’ (WB) (5). 


Clairvoyant’ 











Delving Into Dance 


Girl Lockout Charge 
Against Directors 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Lockout of girl dancers by en- 
sembls3 directors, because of lasses’ 
complaints about mishandling, is 
under investigation by the local 
Hays office, Central Casting, State 
Industrial Board and others. Action 
is based on charges by a girl that a 
dance director whose overtures she 
repulsed is a member of a clique 
that blacklists femmes who holler 
copper against any member of the 
group. 

Complaining terper says she 
asked the dance foreman if she’d 
been barred from working for the 
last several weeks, he replying ‘You 
bet your life! You’re barred from 
now on.’ 

Same director figured in charges 
filed with the Hays office and Wel- 
fare League some months ago, was 
called on the carpet and threatened 
with disbarment from the industry 
if any more complaints were proved 
against him. At that time he was 
accused of invading a dressing 
room where scores of his proteges 
were nude after a tank scene. 





Aarons Aiding Katz 


Hollywood, May 28. 
With two musicals, ‘Broadway 
Melody of 1936’ and ‘Here Comes the 
Band,’ under his production wing, 
Sam Katz has named Alex Aarons 
as advisor on music and talent. 
‘Band’ has Ted Lewis topping. 


YATES’ $63,000 
TOPS CONSOL. 
PAYROLL 


Washington, May 28. 
Seven executives of Consolidated 
Film Industries last year knocked 
down an aggregate of nearly $200,- 


000, the company’s application for 
permanent registration of its securi- 
ties shows. Petition was filed with 
Federal Securities and Exchange 
Commission Friday (24). 

One of the few film companies to 
break down and confess about sala- 
ries, Consolidated revealed that 
President H. J. Yates drags down 
$63,000 a year. Of the vice-presi- 
dents, Ben Goetz gets $42,020; R. L 
Poucher, $20,737; G. W. Yates, $15,- 
277, and W. W. Vincent, $4,419. 
Treasurer H. M. Goetz is on the lst 
for $22,516 and director M. H. Lav- 
enstein for $32,395, 

Statement showed that Consoli- 
dated is 100% owner of six subsidia- 
ries—American Record Corp., Bruns- 
wick Record Corp., Studio Camera 
Co., Lubin Publishing Corp., Cinema 
Patents Co, and Biograph Studios. 

Petition covered 400,000 shares of 
no par $2 cumulative participating 
preferred and 524,973 of $1 par com- 
mon, all of which is outstanding. 
Statement showed Habilities aggre- 
gate $6,524,973. 

Principal owner of Consolidated 
was shown to be Setay Co., a hold- 
ing company whose owners were not 
disclosed. (Setay is Yates’ name 
spelled backward.) Its holding in- 
clude 92,773 shares of common, or 
17.06%, held directly, and 62,900 
shares of common, which are not 
listed in the firm name, Total con- 
trol approaches 30%. 

Report on holdings of directors 
showed that E. C. Dearstyle has 500 
preferred and 11,000 common; A. D. 
Farwell, 100 preferred and 1,200 
common; W. P. Stevens, 500 pre- 
ferred and 400 common; J. E. Mac- 
Pherson, 5,500 common, and M. 
Taylor, 8,000 common. 














Illinois Bill Seeks to Prohibit 





Chicago, May 28. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer tiff with 
the exhibs locally and the continued 
threat of Loew’s to invade Chicago 
with its own theatres in retaliation 
had its repercussions in the legisla- 
tive halls of the state when a Dill 
was introduced in the Illinois legis- 
lature to prohibit such invasion or 
building. 

While the bill does not mention or 
refer to the Metro situation, ob- 
viously the action is aimed at this 
situation, 

Bill as drawn up states that no 
producer or distributor can build or 
acquire a theatre in a competitive 
zone against a theatre which has 
refused to buy pictures at the pro- 
ducers’ or distributor’s term. Bill 
is at present in the committee rooms 
for pre-reading. 





Loew’s has acquired several the- 
atres in the territory. The Metro 
firm on its own has concluded deals 
which now protect its film futures 
adequately in the Chi zone for some 
The acquisition of 
from New 


years to come. 
theatres was handled 
York and has been going on inter- 
several weeks, The 








mittently for 





houses are outside the Loop. 


‘Spite’ Building Against Theatres 


ROACH IN PERSON 


Hal Directing ‘Beginner’ 
Here for Loew’s 





Deucer 





Hollywood, May 28. 
Hal Roach goes east June 1 to 
personally direct ‘Movie Beginner,’ 
two-reeler with winners of Loew's 
Metropolitan-Mirror contest. 
Short goes on the release slate. 





Meehan at Republic 


Hollywood, May 28. 
Leo Meehan, who produced ‘The 
Harvester’ eight years ago for FBO, 
was signed by Republic as produc- 
tion advisor on the talker remake. 
Picture gets going in three weeks. 





MELFORD’S NATIVE PIC 
Hollywood, May 28. 

George Melford, signed to two- 
picture writing and directing deal 
at U, is readying ‘Tiger Island,’ a 
South Sea yarn, as first to be made 
under production pilotage of Paul 
Kohner. 

Paul Perez and Charles Logue 
working on sereen play. 





Wednesday, May 29, 1935 








National First Runs 


RADIO 


‘Break of Hearts,” Albee, 
Cincy, May 30, Pal, Rochester, 
$0; Cap, Altoona, 30; Warner, 
Erie, Pa. June 1; Audian, 
Pullman, Wis., 2; Rits, Mce- 
Pherson, Kans., 9. 


METRO 

‘Flame Within,’ UA, L. A, 
May 30; State, Prov., 81; State, 
Cleve., 31; Martini, Galveston, 
June 4; Par, Montgomery, Ala., 
6; Pal, Hartford, Conn. 17; 
Par, Baton Rouge, La., 28. 

‘No More Ladies,’ 5th Ave., 
Seattle, May 30; State, Mem- 
phis, June 6; State, St. L., 7; 
State, L. A., 18; RKO, Cincy, 
14; Tivoli, Chattanooga, 15; 
Cap, Charleston, 16; Lucas, 
Atlanta, 24; Imperial, Ashe- 
ville, N. C., 26. 


WARNER BROS. 


‘Girl from 10th Ave.,’ War- 
ner, Worcester, May 29; Cap, 
Springfield, Mass., 80; Bran- 
ford, Newark, 30. 

‘Oil for Lamps of China,’ 
Strand, Albany, June 6; Stan- 
ley, Pitt, 7; Colony, Miami 
Beach, 7; Chicago, Chi, 17; 
Warfield, 8. F., 7. 

‘Alibi Ike,’ Orph, New Ort, 
June 18; Columbus, Columbus, 
Neb., 13; Mary Anderson, 
Louisville, 14. 

‘Stranded,’ Queen, Galveston, 
June 19; Riv, Toledo, 21; Mary 
Anderson, Louisville, 21. 


UNITED ARTISTS 

‘Escape Me Never,’ Ritz, Al- 
bany, May 31; Fox, St. L., June 
6; Keith’s, Bost, 1; Keith’s, 
Wash., 7; Albee, Prov., 21. 

‘Let 'Em Have It,’ Imperial, 
Charlotte, May 20; Warner, 
Pitts., 30; Cap, Cincy, 31; Al- 
len, Cleve., 1; Stanton, Phila., 
1; Par, Nashville, 7. 


COLUMBIA 


‘Champagne for Breakfast,’ 
Opera House, Newport, R. L, 
Aug. 6. 

‘Unknown Woman,’ Leland, 
Albany, June 21; Par, Amarillo, 
Tex., July 3; Opera House, 
Newport, R. I., Aug. 13, 


PARAMOUNT 


‘Glass Key,’ Denham, Denv., 
June 5; Fox, Atlanta, 7 
Rialto, St. L., 8. 

‘People Will Talk,’ Allyn, 
Hartford, May 380; Cap, Wor- 
cester, 30; Par, Springfield, 
Mass., June 6. 

‘Stolen Harmony,’ Par, Nash- 
ville, May 31. 

‘Scoundrel,’ 
May 80. 


Strand, Prov. 


jin greater New 











Hammett Checks In 
Hollywood, May 28. 


Dashiell Hammett checked in at 
Metro to work on the acript of 
‘After the Thin Man.’ 


SAILINGS 


May 80 (London to New York), 
Charles Collins (Roosevelt). 


May 29 (Paris to New York), 
Martin Beck, William M. Goetz, 
Florence Walton, J. L. Sachs, Jack 
Connolly, A. J. Richards, George 
Lait (Normandie). 


May 29 (New York on Bermuda 
cruise), Doris Vinson, Val and 
Ernie Stanton, George Houston, 
Bernice Ackerman, Florence Her- 
bert, Grace Edler, Danny Dare line 
(Statendam). 


May 29 (Los Angeles to New 
York), Mrs. Jack Coogan, Jackie 
and Robert Coogan, Arthur Bern- 
stein (Santa Rosa). 

May 28 (London to New York), 
John Maxwell (Aquitania). 

May 27 (New York to Paris), Jack 
Curtis, Ruth Draper, Henri de la 
Falaise, Leon and Samy Siritzky, 
Tamara, Paul Graetz (Champlain). 

May 25 (New York to Naples), 
Giovannia Martinelli, Colette d@’Ar- 
ville (Rex). 

May 25 (New York to London), 
Peter Witt, Sheila Barrett, Gilbert 
Miller, Dennis Johnston, Dwight 
Fiske, Joe. M. Schenck, Chic Endor 
and Chas. Farrell, Owen McGiveney 
(Majestic). 

May 24 (New York to London) 
Peter Witt, Dwight Fiske, Joseph 
M. Schenck (Majestic). 

June 15 (New York to Rio de 
Janeiro), J. Carlo Bavetta (Western 
Prince), 





ARRIVALS 
Phillip Sheridan, Albert De Cour- 
ville, Sax Rohmer, Jack LL. ‘Warner, 





Max Milder, D. E. Griffith. 
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Fox Met Revamp 
Oke Foreseen in 


Wake of Merger 


Hearing on the proposed and ac- 
cepted modifications in the pending 
reorganization basis for Fox Metro- 
politan playhouses is to be held 
Monday (8) before Federal Judze 
Julian Mack. Setup, which is pend- 
ing and has been submitted jointly 
by Fox Theatres Corporation and 
the United Artists Theatre Circuit, 
has been tentatively approved by the 
court. Whether formal approval is 
to be given at this next hearing is 
open. 


Twentieth Century - Fox Film 
merger is held by the trade to have 
enhanced the chances of the pend- 
ing plan. This is because it may he 
that the 20th Century product be- 
comes subject to the Fox film 
franchises held by Skouras and 
Randforce, operators of Fox Met, 
and thus made automatically avail- 
able to their theatres. 


With 20th Century in United 
Artists, such a possibility may not 
have been feasible, as the product 
may have been committed to others, 
The trade also feels that uniti- 
mately the U.A. theatre circuit may 
be shoved under the Fox banner: 
but even under such a transfer the 
situation on Fox Met cannot change, 
according to observers, because Joe 
Schenck remains with the setup. 
Thus, transfer of the U.A. Circuit 
would not cause any practical 
change in the Fox Met situation 
from an operating standpoint. 

In event of Fox Film getting the 
U.A. circuit, that company would 
thus achieve not only contro! of 
Fox Met's 84 theatres and thereby 
obtain an influential spot once again 
York among tiie 
companies, but would benefit addi- 
tionally by control of U.A. deluxers 
in several principal keys. 

Among such are included the 
Rivoli, on Broadway and on the 
lease of which U.A. has about 18 
months to go, besides houses in 
Pittsburgh, Chicago, Detroit and 
Los Angeles. Rivoli here is the 
only theatre presently operated 
directly by United Artists. 


GARBO’S 2 FOR 
MG AT 2506 PER 


Hollywood, May 28. 
Greta Garbo'’s new two-picture 
deal with Metro will call for the 
same figure she’s getting currently 
—$250,000 per film. Understood 
actress and studio have ironed out 
the details and that the pact will 
be inked prior to preview of ‘Anna 
Karenina.’ 
No definite period for production 
of the pair will be set in the parch- 
ment. Cost sheet for ‘Karenina’ 
will be around $650,000, which is 
said to be low for a Garbo. 
Garbo is leaving June 15 for a 
visit to her homeland and a jaunt 
on the continent which will con- 
sume about six months. 


L. A. PAR BATTLES DOG 
DAYS WITH TOP NAMES 


Los Angeles, May 28 

First name booking by Fanchon & 
Marco for summer trade drive has 
Ramon Novarro topping stage show 
at the Paramount for week starting 
Thursday (30). George Jessel goes 
into the Par June 18, with Eddie 
Cantor likely for end of bridal 
month. 

F&M turned down Helen Kane at 
$1,500 weekly, but is interested in 
the boop girl at a lesser figure. 


 — 


Ev. Marshall 8 Wks. 


Hollywood, May 28 
First picture for Everett Marsha 
at Warners will be ‘Romance of @8 
Glass House,’ which Bryan Foy pu! 
into production June 1. Warbler go! 
in last week with his manag! 
Matty Rosen, who will also 
after picture deals for other clients 
in the east. 
Marshall set at studio for eight 


a 





weeks, 
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John Maxwell, Prez of BLP. Sails 
For US.; May Organize Own Distrib. 


London, May 28. 

John Maxwell, president of Brit- 
ish International Pictures, sails for 
tthe U.S. tomorrow (Wednesday) to 
be present at BITP’s next move in 
the attempt to get a definite start in 
the current U.S. situation. Arthur 
Dent, his g.m., is already in New 
York setting the groundwork. 

Maxwell will make up his mind, 
afier a week or so in New York, 
whether or not to set up distribu- 
tion there. He doesn’t want to, his 
inclination being that he'd rather 
sell his films outright to some Amer- 
ican concern. But his feeling is that 
if not getting a sufficiently good ar- 
rangement set for distribution he 
may have to emulate G-B and open 
up offices. 

Another, and he says, more im- 
portant, angle, is a hunt for prod- 
uct for his company to distribute in 
England. British companies have 
fought shy of American indie prod- 
uct of late, but it is admitted that 
they must have a certain amount of 
it, and are now facing a shortage. 
With a reported drop-out of sev- 
eral indie American producers due 
to the First Division mixup, British 
distribs in general are upset and 
B.1L.P. figures it must do something 
about getting pictures. 

Arthur Dent has practically set a 
deal with Republic (Monogram) for 
distribution of its product in FEng- 
land. He has looked at several of 
the company’s recent films and dis- 
cussed future product with a view 
to getting an exclusive deal. 

Probability is nothing definite will 
be done about it until Maxwell ar- 
rives in New York next week to 
okay terms. 


LOSE ‘G MEN’ 
INJUNC. IN CH 





Chicago, May 28. 

Warner Bros. here last week lost 
its case against Great States in 
the picture company’s attempt to 
restrain Great States from using 
references to ‘Gov't Men’ in its ad- 
vertising for ‘Let ’Em Have It’ 
(UA). Warners claimed that this 
was an infringement of its copy- 
right to ‘G Men,’ the WB-Cagney 
picture. 

Court ruled there was no in- 
fringement since ‘Gov't Men’ was 
public property. Leo Spitz, Par- 
amount attorney, handled the 
Great States’ side of the question. 


CHAPLIN CANNING ‘NO.5,’ 
TO WRITE, DIRECT NEXT 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Saturday saw the wash-up of 
Charles Chaplin’* ‘Production Num- 
ber 5’ after four months in produc- 
tion. Though time spent in photo- 
graphing the picture is no record, 
it’s the shortest time consumed by 
Chaplin in turning out a feature. 
Pickups and syncing remaining to 
be done, three months will go by 
before it is ready for preview. 

Following shipping of the pic- 
ture, Chaplin will write, produce 
and direct one starring Paulette 
Goddard. 


MacLean Gets Crosby, 
Two Other Par Biggies 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Due to b.o. click on low budget 
pictures handled by Douglas Mac- 
Lean during past year, associate 
producer has been handed trio of 
top rank assignments. 

He will hold production reing on 
next Bing Crosby, ‘Two for Tonight,’ 
the Margaret Sullavan starrer, ‘So 
Red the Rose,’ and film version of 
National Velvet.’ 








‘Love Song’ for Pons 


Holiywood, May 28. 
Lily Pons makes ‘vr film debut 
at Radio in ‘Love Song,’ which John 
Cromwell directs under the _ pro- 

duction wing of Pandro Berman. 
Story is an original by Elsie Finn 
and David Wittels, with screen play 
by Edmund North and James Gow. 


. — a 


Disney s 3-Color 
Monopoly Ending, 
Rivals Rushing In 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Tri-color cartoons will dominate 
the field during 1935-36 season, with 
leading cartoon producers making 
their pictures via Technicolor's 
three-component process. Majors to 
distribute trio-tint series will in- 
clude Metro, Paramount, United 
Artists, Columbia, Radio and War- 
ners. 

Swing of the cartooners to three 
color is possible through the expira- 
tion of exclusive agreement on 
method for cartoons held by Walt 
Disney with Technicolor. Disney 
secured an exclusive when pioneer- 
ing in color for his Silly Symphony 
series about two years ago. His 
exclusive deal expires Sept. 1, but 
he holds contracts to make both the 
Silly Symphony and Mickey Mouse 
series in tri-tint for some time to 
come. 

Leon Schlesinger will make 13 
three-tint cartoons for Warners; 
Max Fleisher delivers six to ‘Para- 
mount; Disney's two groups call for 
total of 18; Charles Mintz expects 
to close negotiations for 13 three- 
color Screen Gems for Columbia, 
and Radio deal for 13 is virtually 
set. 

While Disney held the exclusive 
on the three-color process for the 
cartoon field, several other  pro- 
ducers utilized the technicolor two- 
color method. 


TECHNICOLOR-EASTMAN 
POOL COLOR PATENTS 


A cross-licensing agreement has 
been entered into by Technicolor 
and Eastman Kodak on colored film 
patents. With Technicolor inter- 
ested in any new color developments 
in the 35 millimeter field and East- 
man largely concerned with the am- 
ateur 16 mm. film, it was decided to 
pool interests, so that both compa- 
nies might benefit proportionately 
from any new color improvements. 

Reason back of this pact, as re- 
vealed yesterday (Tuesday), was 
that some of the basic inventions 
back of the new Kodachrome proc- 
ess, recently announced for the 16 
mm. field by Eastman, were devel- 
oped by Eastman Kodak, while 
others for the same process were 
perfected by Technicolor. One un- 
derstanding is that Kodachrome will 
become the Technicolor laboratory 
process, with actual details of the 
setup kept secret until considerably 
more development work has been 
carried out in color, 

Dr. Herbert Kalmus, president of 
Technicolor, sailed for Europe last 
night (Tuesday) to set plans for 
foreign affiliations. It is likely that 
a production unit will be formed 
abroad. His wife, Natalie Kalmus, 
also a Technicolor exec, accom- 
panies, 








BOTSFORD ON MEND 
Hollywood, May 28. 
A. M. Botsford, chief aide to 
Henry Herzbrun at Paramount, was 
operated on for appendicitis, 
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WORLD-WIDE FILM 
INTEREOTS MERGE 


Schenck-Zanuck’s 20th Cen- 
tury Breaks Away from 
U.A. to Bolster Fox Prod. 
Strength — Gaumont-Brit- 





ish in England and Hoyt’s, | 


Australia, Concerned 


U. A.’S FUTURE 





Fox Film Corp. and 20th Century 
Pictures, Ine., which comprises 
Darryl Zanuck and Joseph M. 
Schenck, have merged interests, 
with Sidney R. Kent, president of 
Fox, as boss over all. The implica- 
tions of the combination are world- 
wide in scope, embracing Gaumont- 
British in England and Hoyt'’s in the 
Antipodes, 

Joe Schenck resigns from the 
United Artists Corp. as president, 
but remains with the United Artists 
Theatre Circuit. Schenck becomes 
chairman of the Fox Film board, 
with Kent continuing as president. 
Zanuck continues to make the 20th 
Century films and becomes a vice- 
president of Fox. 20th Century is 
the only domestic unit of U.A. in- 
volved in this merger with Fox. 

The deal does not affect the 
standing of Winnie Sheehan or Sol 
Wurtzel at Fox. Sheehan is v.p. 
of Fox Film in charge of produc- 
tion. The merger already results in 
I'ox’s contempiated program of pro- 
duction being increased for the 

(Continued on page 62) 


ST. LOUIS CASE 
UP FOR TRIAL 
JUNE 17 


Long-delayed trial of the Govern- 
ment’s conspiracy case against 
Warner Bros., Paramount, RKO 
Radio and executives of these com- 
panies who were indicted last win- 
ter, has been set for June 17 at St. 
Louis. All defendants, excepting 
Ned E. Depinet, will plead to the 
indictments just before the trial 
opens under arrangements made for 
this some time ago. Depinet inde- 
dependently went to St. Louis to 
plead not guilty. 

Case, under criminal provisions of 
the anti-trust laws, was brought by 
Harry Arthur and associates, 
against Warners, Par and Radio, 
alleging these companies conspired 
to compete unfairly with theatres in 
the local Fanchon & Marco operat- 
ing group by depriving them of pic- 
ture product. 

Attorneys for companies and in- 
dividuals indicted on prosecution of 
the case by the government have 
been at work since complaint was 
served and indictments drawn, pre- 
paring their defense. 


Universal to Seli 48 
Features in 1935-36 


Chicago, May 28. 

Universal, which will have annual 
convention here on June 5, will sell 
on a basis of 48 pictures for the 
1935-36 season. This compares 
with the 42 pictures on the current 
year’s setup. Also will have 26 two- 
reelers and 52 single reels, which 
is the same as the present season's 
line-up. And, of course, the news 
reel. 

Topping the early releases on the 
feature list for next year Universal 
will have ‘Diamond Jim Brady,’ 
‘Blossom Time’ and remake of 
‘Hunchback of Notre Dame.’ 








——————— —= 


WITH GB-HOYT 








‘Samson’ Next De Mille 


Hollywood, May 28. 

With ‘Samson and Delilah’ set as 
Cecil De Mille’s next picture for 
Paramount, studio has pvrchased 
the music and libretto rights to the 
Saint-Saens-Lemaire opera of the 
same name, 

Harold Lamb and Jeanie Mac- 
Pherson are working on ‘he screen 
play. 


How MH-Riv-Roxy 
Figure on 20th C. 
Films in Fox Deal 


In view of the merger of, 20th 
Century with Fox Film, question 
arises where Radio City Music Hall 
stands in that situation. The M. H. 
was talking a deal with United 
Artists in the hope of obtaining 20th 
Century product under a plan which 
was to have taken in the Rivoli, 
N. Y., as a necessary adjunct. The 
relationship between the Music Hall 
and Fox Film is known to have 
been considerably strained during 
the past season over the way Fox 
product has been handled at the 
M. H. 

Now that 20th Century and Fox 





Film are one, the M. H. can benefit 
because one deal would cover both 
Fox and 20th Century product and 
possibly still include the Rivoli. 

Where the M. H. balked on the 
20th Century deal originally was in 
having to take care of the Rivoli, 
on Broadway, which is operated by 
United Artists. 

The deal, as talked about, would 
have put the second choice films 
into the Rivoli. The Music Hall or 
United Artists distribution were to 
absorb any possible deficits to be 
had at the Rivoli. The Music Hall 
in turn was to get the first choice 
product, which the Rivoli gets ex- 
clusively now. 

The outlook appears that should 
the Music Hall make a deal with 
Fox Film, the Rivoli might have to 
be included in the picture, otherwise 
the nearby Roxy stands a fair 
chance of landing the first choice 
Fox films. 


FOX’S 55-60 INCL. 20TH; 
OFF TO CHI AND CONV. 


Fox delegation from New York 
and New England left yesterday 
afternoon (Tues.) on a special train 
for Chicago to attend the annual 
sales convention, opening Thursday 
(30) for three days. S. R. Kent 
headed eastern group. A total of 
265 will be present at the sales meet. 

Zetween 55 and 60 pictures, in- 
cluding group to be made by 20th 
Century under deal just closed with 
Joe Schenck, will be announced, 

Hollywood, May 28. 

Enthused over possibilities of ‘In 
Old Kentucky’ and ‘Dressmaker,’ 
still in production, Fox sent Gabe 
Yorke with rushes and cutouts of 
the pictures to the sales conven- 
tion in Chicago. 

Charles P. Skouras planed out for 
Chicago to attend Fox sales con- 
vention. J. J. Sullivan, circuit film 
buyer, pulled out Monday (27) by 
train, to sit in with the Foxites be- 
fore going on to New York to re- 
main for several months of prod- 
uct buys. 

Fox film buy by circuit was con- 
Summated here Sunday (26), after 





two weeks of continuous sessions. 





Loews Profit-Sharing Agreements 


On Mayer, Rubin, Thalberg, Schenck, 
Bernstein Filed; Also Pathe Setup 


+ — 


Washington, May 28. 
Profit-sharing agreements be- 
tween Loew's, Inc., and Louis B. 
Mayer, J. Robert Rubin, Irving 
Thalberg, Nicholas M. Schenck and 
David Bernstein were revealed 
Monday (27) in securities registra- 
tion application filed with Federal 
Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion. 

Withholding list of salary pay- 

s . . 
ments to officers last year and de- 
tails of any existing bonus agree- 
ments, Loew's showed that all five 
key men work on a _ salary-plus 
basis and that the Mayer-Thalberg- 
Rubin triumvirate, as well as Bern- 
stein, enjoy ground-floor opportuni- 
ties to purchase company stock, The 
only salary dope revealed was that 
Fernstein's contract calls for a 
$2,000 weekly stipend. 

Registration plea said that Loew's 
has contract with Louis B. Mayer 
Pictures, the trio's copartnership, 
running until Dec. 31, 1938, which 
stipulates that in addition to. fixed 
salaries, not disclosed, Mayer, Thal- 
berg, and Rubin split 20% of the 
excess annual net profit on the first 
2,500,000 and get 15% of any addi- 


(Continued on page 59) 


SHEEHAN WILL 
DO 11 FILMS 


Hollywood, May 28. 

New deal at Fox provides that 
Winnie Sheehan deliver 11 films for 
the new program. They are ‘Farm- 
er Takes a Wife,’ just completed, and 
‘Way Down East,’ both with Janet 
Gaynor, two Shirley Temple pix, two 
Will Rogers, three Simone Simon 
films (imported French star), one 
Warner Baxter, and ‘Song and 
Dance Man.’ 

Sol Wurtzel, Buddy DeSylva, 
E. W. Butcher and other producers 
mill make up the balance of pro- 
gram. 


Pickford Cancels 
Play to Plane for L.A. 
Confab of U.A. Board 


Portland, Ore., May 28. 

On the eve of opening here in 
‘Coquette,’ Mary Pickford cancelled 
three of her six days, taking a 
plane to Los Angeles to attend an 
urgent meeting of United Artists’ 
directors. The U. A, emergency was 
created by the possible resignation 
of Joe Schenck with divorce be- 
tween United and 20th Century, 

Original plans called for United 
Artists’ directors to meet with Miss 
Pickford here, but Charles Chaplin 
and Sam Goldwyn couldn't come, 
Parker’s Broadway was left dark 
three days until she returns, but 
J. J. Parker waived all claims and 
rendered every assistance in get- 
ting Miss Pickford south for the 
emergency meeting. 


METRO ON DEAL WITH 
SCHWAB AS PRODUCER 


a 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Negotiations are on between 
Metro and Lawrence Schwab for 
latter to join the studio production 
staff. 

Jack Robbins, acting for Louis 
B. Mayer, leaves for St. Louis June 
3 where Schwab is producing oper- 
ettas, will talk over studio- 
approved deal with him. 
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Codeine Bull Movement Halts 


For a Day on NR 


Decline in all divisions of stock 
NRA su- 


market after-effect of 


preme court decision, hit amuse- 
ment stocks yesterday (Tuesday), 
and reversed, temporarily, at least, 
recent uptrend. After early higher 
quotations, all issues started re- 


treating. More than two million 


shares changed hands. 
Columbia Pictures’ certificates, 
* Eastman Kodak common, Fox A, 


Loew common, Radio Preferred B, 
Warner Bros. preferred, and West- 
inghouse common were heaviest 
losers of amusement group. 

Keith-Albee preferred went to a 
new 1935 top at 55%, up 6%. 

On Curb exchange, Technicolor 
scored a new high at 24. Bond mar- 
ket also suffered, Warner Bros. 6s, 
off 3 points, and Paramount-Publix 
down 214, being heaviest 
losers. However, before the setback 
the latter liens made new high at 
91%, while Paramount-Publix cer- 
tificates duplicated feat with new 
top at 91%. 

Consistent bulling of amusement 
stocks attracted numerous traders 
in the last week as 10 common and 
preferred issues in this list and five 
amusement bonds went to new 1935 
highs. With the Amusement Group 
closing at 31%, as measured by the 
averages, for an advance of 0.645 
of a point, this group moved into 
higher ground for the tenth succes- 
sive week. High on the averages 
was slightly above 324%, new peak 
for more than two years. Volume 
of group was nearly 250,000 shares, 
these transactions being in 12 rep- 
resentative stocks in the group. 


The ten stocks, their new tops 
and net gains for the week were: 
Eastman Kodak common, 148, up 7 
points; Fox A, 16%, gain of 1%; 
General Electric, 26%, up 1; Loew 
common, 417%, up 1%; Radio com- 
mon, 6, close being fractionally off; 
Radio Preferred B, 51%, also for a 
loss on the week; Warner Bros. 
preferred, 26144, unchanged at close; 
Westinghouse common, 504%, up 15%; 
preferred, 103, off fractionally; and 
Technicolor, 23%, up 3% points. 


General Theatre Equipment liens 
made a new top at 13%, while cer- 
tificates of the same went to 13. 
Paramouni-Publix 54%s went to a 
fresh high at 915%, up a point on 
the week, while Caramount-Fam- 
ous-Lasky 6s certificates scored a 
new top at 90%, up 1% net. 
Warner Bros. 6s also moved into 
new high territory at 66%, but fell 
down at the finish. 

Surprising part of amusement 
group’s performance is that _ it 
recorded its lowest closing mark 
the week ending March 18 and has 
hung up ae higher closing as 
measured by the averages every 
week since then, including the week 
ending May 27. And many of the 
lows for the year for amusements 
were recorded in that March week, 
indicating that there was a healthy 


(Continued on page 31) 
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SHOWFOLK ON NORMANDIE 


Guitry’s Play Coming Sans Author- 
Producer—Maiden Voyage 





Paris, May 28. 
Quite a number of showfolk will 


sai] on the Normandie’s maiden voy- 
age, leaving here tomorrow (29). 
Among these will be Martin Beck, 


William Goetz, Rufus Le Maire, 
Florence Walton, Jack Connelly and 
A. J. Richard. 


Last-minute switch in plans by 
Sacha Guitry means that some of 
the plans are upset. Had intended 
going over with a troupe and put on 
a new play aboard ship in associa- 
tion with Gilbert Miller, showing it 
one day in New York at the 46th 
Street theatre and again on the re- 
turn voyage. There will be a troupe 
of actors in a play by him instead, 
cast including Valentine Tessier, 
Jean Dubourcourt, Catherine Fonte- 
nay and Pills and Tabet. 

Irvin Marks, local representative 
of the Shuberts, the Selwyns and Al 
Woods, had intended to sail, but is 
being held here by a deal he is 
working on for Metro. 

Contingent of newspapermen from 
America brought over to make the 
trip will be augmented by a healthy 
squad of scribes from here, includ- 
ing George Lait, son of Jack Lait, 
who reps INS in London. 


A Blow-up Decision 





. 
> J . 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chge. 
1,800 Col. Pict... 69% 54% 56% —2% 
300 Con. Film 3% 3% 3%—- % 
1,800 East. K 14914, 145 145% —24¢ 
on,.500 Fox A . 16% 14% 14% —1% 
31,000 Gen. El... 26% 24% 25'2 — % 
11,000 Loew ..... 41% 98% 305% —1% 
3,400 Per. ctfs... 3% 3% 3%-— % 
700 Pathe A... 9% RY 8% — %4 
14,500 RCA ...... 3% 5% 5%-% 
700 RKO .... 2% 2 2 
8.100 W. B...... 3% 3% 3'%—- % 
CURB 
16,100 Tech. .....°24 21% 23 — % 
700 Trans-L. 2% 2% 2%- % 
BONDS 
247,000 Gen. Th.... 13% 11% 1214— % 
1,000 Loew ....- 10414 10414 104% — 
1.000 Par-F-L. .. 89% 89% 89% — % 
25,000 Par-Pub. .*91% 89 89 —2% 
5.0K) Do ctfs..°91% 91% M%+ % 
59,000 W. B...... 64% 61% 61% —3 
* New 1935 high. 























HELEN CHARLESTON 








Earl Carroll “Vanities,” Loew’s 
State, New York, this week (May 
24). “Andrew Kelley, ‘Washington 











$2,500 BID MAY END 
MYRNA’S TIFF WITH M-G 


Hollywood, May 28. 
It’s likely the Myrna Loy and 
Metro fuss will be straightened out 
shortly and she will return from 
Europe. She is now getting $1,500 
a week, but wants $3,000, with a 
limit of three pictures a year. 
Prior to her breezing Selznick- 
Joyce burned Metro by saying she 
would walk and they said oke. She 
then talked it over with them and 
said she felt entitled to a new deal 
as, when she was not clicking, on 
one occasion she cut her salary and 
on another waived an increase at 
option time. So she thinks they 
should make up the differences with 
her now that she’s topping. 
Her contract still has three years 
to run and it’s understood Metro 
will offer $2,500 to get her back im- 
mediately. 


Lasky’s Duet 


Hollywood, May 28. 


Mme. Schumann-Heinck arrived 
yesterday (Monday) from Chicago 
for her first film spot in the Jesse 
Lasky-Fox production ‘Here’s to 
Romance,’ starring Nino Martini. 

Picture went before cameras the 
same day with Al Green directing. 

Same producer starts ‘Gay Decep- 





Lederer. William Wyler directs. 





Palm Springs Too Hot 


Palm Springs, Cal., May 28. 


tion,’ Friday (31), featuring Francis 


For ‘Outpost’ Lensing 


Thermometers here are up over 


Times’: Hit of the show is an un- 
heralded young lady by the name of 
Helen Charleston, with looks that 
should have landed her in pictures. 
Sings well and executes an eye-fill- 
ing solo dance number. Tops it off 
with superb Hollywood imitations, 
mimicry of the movie folk that 
came closer than any item on the 
bill to stopping the show. Deserved 
and was given the biggest hand of 
the evening.” 
Direction 
KEN MURRAY 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Dan Kelly. 

Frank Borzage. 
Dick Powell. 

Ben Koenig. 

Mrs. Arch Selwyn. 
Ruth Selwyn. 
Laurence Stallings. 
Sam Katz. 

King Charney. 
Arthur Kober. 
Stanley Crick. 
Victor Fleming. 
Rouben Mamoulian. 
Sylvia Sidney. 
Joan Marsh. 
Bernard Newman. 
Lou Ostrow. 
Naney Carroll. 

J. S. MacLeod. 
Joe Reilly. 
Richard Krakeur. 
Charles Boyer. 
Hal Roach. 
Gorden Douglas. 
Donald Novis. 
Gordon Molsen. 
John C. Flinn. 


eae oe. 


Harold Winston, 
Sidney Kingsley. 
James Stewart. 
Simeon Gest. 
Allen Rivkin. 
Lou Lusty. 
Harry Cohn. 
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J. Carlo Bavetta. 
Al Lichtman. 

Hal Horne. 
George S. Kaufman. 
Max Siegel. 


115 causing Paramount’s ‘Last Out- 
post’ company on location outside 
of the town to suspend working 
during the day, make the shooting 
schedule start at daylight and end 
around 10 a, m. Bob Collier. 

Heat prostration knocked out A. A. C. Blume... --.4. 


W. Singley, sound engineer, who| William Rhinelander Stewart. 


was sent back to Hollywood Fri- 
day (24). 


Florence Rice. 
James A. Mulvey. 








Cuban Firing Squad Chip Lands 
U Lawyer, Lenser, Mgr. in Bastille 





Heated up over Universal News- 
reel’'s release of a clip showing a 
recent rebel execution in Havana, 


the Cuban government threw three 
U Havana men into the bastille Sat- 
urday (25). Those arrested were 
Joyce Naylor, of El Paso, U’s 
branch manager in Havana; Abel- 
ardo Domingo, cameraman who got 
the execution shots, and Dr, Jorge 
Casuso, U’s attorney at the Cuban 
capital, 

Following arrest of Naylor and 
Domingo, Universal’s Havana attor- 
ney, claimed to be an influential 
Cuban, went to the Habana Fortress 
to demand release of U’s exchange 
manager and cameraman. When 


authorities discovered he also 
worked for U, Dr. Casuso was 
bastilled. 


Universal has taken the matter of 
the Cuban arrests up with the State 
Department, but hag fears for any 
help from this direction for the 
camerman, who is a native Cuban 





is thus out of the jurisdiction of 


action by the U. 8. <An unofficial 
report was received by U yesterday 
(Tuesday) that its men were re- 
leased, but on cabling for confirma- 
tion men were still in jail. 

U newsreel men believe that the 
Cuban government permitted the 
filming of the firing squad work at 
close range in the thought that cir- 
culation of such a clip in Cuba 
would tend to scare rebel elements 
from further activity, but had no 
thought that it would go to other 
countries, such as the U.S.A. U 
trio were jailed because the clip was 
exported, it was etated in New 
York. 

Execution shot, showing a Cuban 
rebel going down before a firing 
squad, was released by U a week 
ago as part of its regular bi-weekly 
issue to all accounts. Some theatres 
didn’t want to take a chance on 
shocking the public, but reports to 
U on audience reaction were shown 
indicated no faintings, heart fail- 
ures or protests. Clip was released 





exclusively by U. 
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nside Stuii—rictures 
When Joe ‘Seal’ Breen decided upon a trip to Europe, with a session 
at Carlsbad, he immediately picked up a string of advisers. For the 
next three weeks it became a daily battle as to who would lay out his 
| itinerary. 

Breen would just about be ready to put on the clincher with, ‘Wel) 
| Winnie says . When he'd get the answer, ‘I “on’t care what Winnie 
‘says. Do it this way. When I was there,’ etc. Winnie Sheehan and 
Louis Mayer were Breen’s principal Coast counsel, with Jeff McCarthy 
hollering from the east. : 


The whole thing centered around whether Breen should start or finish 
in Carlsbad. Sheehan insisted the only logical schedule was to end the 
trip there, and Mayer agreed, but McCarthy, who arranged transporta- 
tion, maintained he should make the resort his starting point over there. 

So Breen goes immediately to Carlsbad with a vow to keep all future 
vgcation plans a secret, 





When Metro assigned Jack McGowan and Sid Silvers to write the 
story for ‘Broadway Melody of 1935’ (now 1936) team was instructed to 
stay away from anything that smacked of backstage. Studio wanted 
music in the picture, but it had to be brought in without resorting to 
any stage stuff. Scriveners worked on the yarn for two months, com- 
pleted it as per instructions. As is the rule at Metro, story was given to 
several other writers for touching up here and there. Studio even bor- 
rowed Edmund Burke from Fox for two weeks. Burke admitted he knew 
nothing of musicals, did little to the story. However, during the process 
of retouching, story received considerable changes and, now in the throes 
of production, its four musical numbers are all back stage scenes. 





Paramount has not decided what to do with the film shot by its news- 
reel cameramen (Hermann and Peterson) on the Byrd expedition to the 
South Pole, but due to the fact that the first Byrd feature didn’t do as 
well for theatres as expected, footage may be sold as a shorts series. 
Until New York execs have seen the film the matter will remain un- 
settled. About 130,000 feet of film was brought back from the expedi- 
tion. The cameramen who took it cut it to between seven and eight 
reels on the Coast on the first rough cut. It will be brought to New York 
shortly. 





Two writers contracted by a major producer with five months to go 
on their contract were told that they were through. Producer refused 
to settle the remaining time on their contract. When writers decided 
they had something coming, after they had asked for their release two 
months ago and the producer refused, the producer burned, said he would 
farm them out to ant studio for $100 weekly thereby lowering their 
established salaries to the minimum. Writers are now trying to figure 
whether it would be wiser to take the financial licking or demand their 
full salary for the next five months. 





Understood that the new five-year contract given Will Hays by the 
picture business was closed last February. New agreement retains Hays 
as spokesman for the industry until 1941, his present paper expiring in ’36, 

Reason the Hays office has made no official comment in the matter is 
said to be because that organization had nothing to say when the papers, 
daily and trade, were heralding everybody from Jim Farley to Sir Joseph 
Ginzberg as Hays’ successor. And the Hays office has not chosen to say 
anything since. 





William Boehnel, picture critic of the New York World-Telegram, is 
burning as a result of complaints against a review of ‘Paris in Spring’ 
(Par) in McCall’s magazine which he is getting credit for writing. 

Current (June) issue of McCall's, for which Boehnel writes on films, 
has an unsigned screen guide department at the bottom of the page 
written by Pare Lorenz. This guide division included a review of ‘Paris’ 
against which Par squawked, because picture was reviewed even before 
the preview on the Coast. Par has made complaint to the magazine, 





Because it is considered the type of material that would interest edu- 
cational institutions and other non-theatrical accounts, Gaumont-British 
is building up a campus market for ‘Man of Aran.’ Picture is being sold 
by G-B to these accounts in the regular manner as if they were theatres, 
although any other bookings in competition and their rights are being 
respected. 

George W. Weeks, sales head, declares ‘Aran’ is also finding a good 
market among churches and the like. Picture has already played be- 
tween 50 and 60 of these engagements. 





Wire entanglements strong enough to check a herd of elephants and a@ 
puzzlesome as a cuckoo house maze have been thrown up on the Uni- 
versal lot to keep out the slipper-inners and have the glib alibi boys 
chanting the crasher’s lament. U, once one of the softest pushovers 
for the crashing gentry, is going to be one of the toughest. Easiest 
point of ingress used to be the publicity offices, to which entry was a 
rather simple matter. Now the publicity wing is completely isolated by 
a fence, a one-way trap guarded by the information desk which has been 
moved to the rear door of the administration building. 





Figuring he could chisel the distributor out of a few dollars, Los 
Angeles indie exhib, noted for his shrewd bargaining, waited until after 
first night’s gross was in before deciding whether he’d play the picture 
on percentage or on a straight rental. Slow biz opening day brought e 
decision to play on percentage, but following day trade took a leap and 
exhib tried to induce exchange manager to change the deal. Result wa 
house was forced to lay out several hundred dollars more than it woul 
have done on straight rental basis. 





As result of Fox having no playdate department at the home office, 
advance bookings on its product are not available at New York until 
after contracts have cleared, in most cases after dutes have been played 
out. On musicals, where Fox’s song publishers are anxious to get dates 
so that tunes can be plugged on engagements and tieups made, Fox 
has advised all its exchanges to send these advance bookings in, Pub- 
lishers complained about inability to get the dates at the h.o. 





Although plans are still indefinite, understood the government is cone 
sidering film exhibition in CCC camps. Survey, if plan is adopted, will 
be conducted by James Vincent, acting for the Second Army Corp Area, 
and quartered at Governor’s Island, New York. 

Plan will probably be to install motorized projection equipment ia 
one central camp and evolve a circuit system of possibly six spots. 





Pathe Film Co. may be the new name of Pathe Exchange, Inc., upon 
the company’s reorganization which is expected to be completed in about 
a month. 

First Division continues under Harry H. Thomas, president, with the 
part backing of Pathe. Proposed hook-up between F. D. and Capt. A. C. 
Dixiey, British filmer, hasn’t jelled. 

Membership of Independent Theatre Owners of Southern California 
pulled a fast one on its board of directors at a meeting last week whe 
unanimous vote was recorded in favor of boosting dues from $2 weekly 
to $5. At same time members voted appreciation and confidence of boar 
because of accomplishments during past six months. Both came 4 
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[ATSE Moves Home Offices to D. C.: 


Browne Direct 


Chicago, May 28, 
Main Offices of the IATSE are be- 
ing moved from present quarters in 
New York to new space in the Fox 


Theatre building in Washington, 
D. C. This switch follows a long 
series of close conferences between 
William Green, head of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, and its 
board of executives and George 
Browne, president of the Interna- 
tional Alliance. 

Browne and the other execs be- 
lieve that New York, Chicago and 
other key cities are not suitable for 
the home offices of the International 
because these same key cities usu- 
ally house the headquarters of the 
theatre circuits and the circuit 
chieftains, 

House Cleaning 

More directly, the move follows 
the number of fights which have re- 
sulted in New York City following 
the upshoot of many mushroom 
unions which have caused much un- 
necessary dissension and hard feel- 
ings. Browne also wants to do away 
with all this, principally the old- 
time conditions which used to per- 
mit certain circuit heads to take 
upon themselves the claimed rights 
to speak for various of the theatri- 
cal unions. And, finally, Browne 
wants to stamp out the ‘white- 
haired boy’ list among the theatri- 
cal employees which allowed thea- 
tre circuit heads to name which op- 
erators or stagehands they wanted, 
giving these preferred men employ- 
ment over long years, shifting 
them from one theatre to another, 
while other members of the union 
remained unemployed. In the fu- 
ture Browne will establish a list 


“which allows no favoritism, but 


which gives each available job to 
the man whose name is at the top 
of the unemployed list, each man to 
get his job in correct order instead 
of by connections. 
N. Y. Kills Autonomy 

Last week Browne became the di- 
rect overseer of the affairs of 
Local 306, the New York operators 
union. This followed an open meet- 
ing of the local with the IATSE 
execs in which the IATSE chief- 
tains gave the local backs its fran- 
chise and removed it entirely from 
the jurisdiction of the International, 
telling the members they were on 
their own. Of the 1,800 members 
present, 1,746 of the men voted to 
stick with Browne personally and to 
have Browne and the IATSE exec 
board in direct charge of the local. 
To this end the local would elect 
no New York board of officers. 

This makes the second local which 
has made this move. Several months 
ago Local No. 10, the Chicago op- 
erators union, voted to turn itself 
over to Browne personally following 
the demise of Tom Maloy. However, 
it’s likely that the affairs of the 
local operators union will be 
straightened out in three or four 
weeks and be returned to the man- 
agement of its own board of officers. 





Fox Cooling Spanish 
Till Releases Catch Up 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Fox will halt its Spanish language 
productions, after one more, until 
late fall or winter. Company has 
several in the cans far in advance 
of release sked. 

Department, finishing ‘Free and 
Easy,’ will then do one more, ‘Rose 
of France.’ Studio will then have 
made seven on the current season's 
schedule. 


USHER HELD UP 


St. Louis, May 28. 

Lured to the balcony of the Melba 
On the pretense that a customer 
wanted to find a friend, Edward 
Huelsman, an usher, was held up 
and robbed of a $27 wrist watch 
&nd 60c in cash. 

The robbery occurred at a very 
late hour when the balcony was 
empty. 


Head of Local 306 


Taps 








Hollywood, May 28. 

Tribute to Junior Durkin, 
killed in the Jackie Coogan 
auto accident, was offered in a 
Hollywood blvd. theatre the 
other night. 

As ‘Little Men,’ Durkin’s last 
picture, faded off screen, house 
lights were dimmed and three 
of his young pals, seated down 
front, sang ‘Auld Lang Syne.’ 
Audience joined in on final 
chorus. 


RICHARDSON-ROXY 
SEEN IN TAKEOVER 


Charles E. Richardson, board 
member and former trustee of Par- 
amount, is mentioned as interested 
in a pending offer by Samuel L. 
Rothafel (Roxy) for control of the 
Roxy theatre, on Seventh avenue, 
which he formerly operated. 
Richardson was among those who 
was interested in the _ original 
financing of the theatre. It is hinted 
that Richardson would be president 
of the company which Rothafel 
‘would form for takeover of the 
house. 

Just how the Rothafel offer is to 
be handled, now that the bondhold- 
ers’ committee has applied for an 
RFC loan with which to reorganize 
the theatre, is a matter of conjec- 
ture. 

Richardson is a former officer of 
the Chase Bank, also ex-treasurer 
of Fox Film. 














Roxy Theatre Applies 
For 8506 Loan to R.F.C. 


Future management of the Roxy, 
N. Y., reorganization, would be sub- 
ject to the approval of the Recon- 
struction Finance Committee and 
the Federal District Court, New 
York, should the RFC grant a loan 
of $850,000 to the theatre. Appli- 
cation for such a loan was made 
last week by the Roxy theatre bond- 
holder’s commiéttee, through Howard 
S. Cullman, trustee of the theatre. 
The house is under Sec. 77B of the 
new corporate Bankruptcy Act. 

None can foretell how soon the 
RFC, in Washington, will act on 
the application. It may take sev- 
eral weeks. 


Richard Back in N.Y. 


A. J. Richard, Par News head, 
who has been abroad strengthening 
the newsreel setup, is scheduled to 
sail today (Wed.) from France, re- 
turning to New York Monday (3), 
on the maiden voyage of the Nor- 
mandie. 

Richard went across at the re- 
quest of A. C. Keough on newsreel 
matters and returns in time for 
the annual Par sales convention, 
June 13. 


—_———__ —_ - 


COLUMBIA SETS PLANS 





Harry Cohn Flies 
Production Budgets 





Columbia will invest more money 
in the pictures it will produce for 
the 1935-'36 season. This was de- 
cided by Harry Cohn and Col. asso- 
ciates on his visit east to discuss 
the coming season’s plans which 
call for a program of 36, including 
a few westerns. This is the same 
number company produced _ this 
year, also including some westerns. 

Harry Cohn left yesterday (Tues- 
day) with Lou Lusty, who came east 
to discuss publicity and year book 
plans, 

Col. has not set a date for its 
sales convention, but it will be later 
than other major distributors, prob- 
ably some time in July. 





plan 
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NOW WALL ST.’S 
HOT ON PAR-RKC 


Meehan’s K-A-O Holding: 
Makes Him a Key Man in 
Any Such Possibility— 
Par Regards It Favorably 
for Theatre and Other 
Reasons 


_-_———— 


MANPOWER 





Wall Street and the trade are hot 
over the feasibility of a merger of 
RKO with Paramount. Insiders see 
whatever factional strife existing 
presently in both companies as be- 
ing smoothed in the activity which 
would occur in working out an 
amalgamation of the two firms. 
However, a prerequisite of the situ- 
ation demands that the parties in 
interest increase their manpower. 

Par sees a benefit to be had from 
a merger with RKO by the possi- 
bility of obtaining control of the 
RKO group of theatres in Greater 
New York. Mike Meehan is a fac- 
tor in this theatre situation, being 
heavily involved in Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum, but this is an item which 
the Par handlers figure can be 
manipulated peaceably. 

Meehan is stated to have asked 
around $1,500,000 for his KAO 
holdings, at one time. 

Par feels also that in obtaining 
control of the RKO group of the- 
atres in Greater New York, a loom- 
ing conflict over Fox Metropolitan 
between Par and others could be 
avoided, Paramount is still on the 
crossroads of intention as regards 
what to do about Fox Met. 

The Loew Angle 

Both David Sarnoff and M. H. 
Aylesworth, in RKO, are stated to 
favor aligning with Paramount in 
preference to others. Loew’s is 
among those mentioned as eyeing a 
hookup with RKO, but hesitating on 
how to approach the situation. 

The Fox-RKO possibility is still 
looked upon as a natural, but 
apparently nothing is doing in that 
corner for the time being anyway. 
There was a time when Fox and 
RKO were very hot in combo talk. 

Atlas Corporation, investment 
trust, and underwriter of Par’s re- 
organization, has a plan up for re- 
organization of RKO. RCA and 
Sarnoff are held to be still consider- 
ing this plan. Atlas and Lehman 
Bros., bankers, are considered very 
friendly, so that the Par-RKO 
hookup looks feasible if pushed by 
such interests. The Atlas plan for 
reorganization of RKO is based on 
the condition that Aylesworth 
agrees to stay with the company. 

RCA’s interest in RKO is put at 
around $10,000,000 and RCA is stat- 
ed to feel that it will consider any 
reorganization plan which recog- 
nizes this investment amount on 
the books. This doesn’t mean cash 
but may mean in exchanged securi- 
ties, 

It appears most unlikely that any 
downtown firm or banker’ will 
agree to the RCA condition. 

Latest accounts from downtown 
has Atlas still inquiring into RKO, 
and Sarnoff still considering the 


Grainger’s 4 at U 


Hollywood, May 28. 
Edmund Grainger is readying 
four pictures at Universal for early 
summer production. First of the 
group will be ‘Spinster Dinner’ for 
Carole Lombard, to be followed by 


b 4 





1 Pic—64 Sets 


Hollywood, May 28, 

Biggest order for sets at 
Metro for the past five years 
went out from David Selznick’s 
office last week for ‘Tale of 
Two Cities.’ 

Troupe directed by Jack Con- 
way will move around on 64 
studio locations, 


COL SETS PAY-OR-PLAY 
MUSIC HALL CONTRACT 


Columbia Pictures has closed a 
product pact with the Radio 
City Music Hall for a term of 
years beginning Oct. 1, this year. 
This deal is stated to cover two 
years and is on a pay-or-play basis 
for a minimum of 20% of the Music 
Hall’s playing time, with the M. H. 
getting a selection of the Columbia 
program, It’s the usual percentage 
deal. 

This is the second deal on product 
for the coming season closed by the 
Music Hall. The previous deal is 
one made with RKO for five years. 
With* the two deals as mentioned 
having been concluded, the M. H. 
has a basic supply of product al- 
ready in the bag for the coming 
season. 











U’s Storm ew hale! 
To Be Made in Spanish 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Off Spanish language production 
for three years, Universal will make 
a version of ‘Storm Over the An- 
des’ in this tongue simultaneous 
with the domestic filming. 

Christy Cabanne will direct both 
editions with Jack Holt and Nils 
Asther co-featured. Femme lead not 
yet picked. 

For Asther this is the picture 
which was promised him in Acad- 
emy settlement of his recent com- 
plaint. 


PAR’S NEW BY-LAWS 
New Corp. Name—Setup of Officers 
Detailed 
New name of Par, Paramount Pic- 
tures, Inc., superseding Paramount 
Publix, which is nearing the end 
of its bankruptcy, is official as part 
of a petition for approval of new by- 
laws just prepared by Par and 
signed by Adolph Zukor as presi- 
dent. Early court approval will be 

sought. 

The petition provides for the num- 
ber of directors who will serve the 
company and sets the date of the 
annual meeting as June 3 each year, 
Paramount Publix always held its 
annual meetings the second Tuesday 
in April. Directors are to be elected 
by a plurality vote of stockholders 
present at meetings for terms pre- 
scribed by the by-laws. 

It is also provided that an execu- 
tive committee shall be appointed by 
the board, together with its chair- 
man, and that a chairman of the 
Finance Committee shall also be 
chosen in this manner. There are to 
be one or more vice-presidents, a 


secretary-tre.surer and as many 
assistant secretary-treasurers as 
hoard wants to elect, each to serve 


as long as the board deems advis- 





Great Impersonation,’ ‘The Invis- 
ible Ray’ and ‘Fast and Furious.’ 
Alan Crosland directs ‘Imperson- | 





ition’ with Edmund Lowe starred. 
O. Newsreel Tax Off ? 
Possibility that Ohio may repeal | 

the law which only this state has, | 
ax ng newsreels $3 a reel. 
If it isn’t repealed, newsreeis may 
9% ut of Ohir {t te threatened. | 


able. 


2 . . 
‘Mala’s’ Native Siege 
Hollywood, May 28, 
Metro’s ‘Mala’ troupe will remain 


jin the South Seas for another month 


| to enable Richard Thorpe, director, 


to clean up all native sequences 
Due back at the tudio in late 
after fiver monthe an the Te 
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Tri-States Wants Showdown 
On Allied’s ‘Extortion Racket 
Charges; MG-Chi Resolution 


Atlanta, Ga., May 28. 
Federal action seems likely as & 
result of charges made during Al- 
lied’s convention here last week that 
the Lucas & Jenkins Theatres, Inc, 
is engaged in ‘an interstate extor- 


tion racket.’ Arthur Lucas, head 


of the chain of theatres, has made @ 
demand for an immediate investi- 
gation of the charges by the Fed- 
eral Government with the idea of 
indicting heads of his firm if the 
charges are true and pressing 
charges if they are proved false. 

Lucas’ intentions are aired in a 
telegram sent to District Attorney 
Lawrence A. Camp, of the local 
Federal District court, and a copy 
was sent to Attorney-General Cum- 
mings. Lucas demands investiga- 
tion of the Allied charges by a Fed- 
eral grand jury. 

The Allied resolution, to which 
Lucas takes exception, charges that 
through ‘Tri-State,’ an organization 
controlled by. Lucas & Jenkins, the 
chain is extorting from $15 weekly 
up from small independent theatre 
operators under threats of placing 
competition against them. 

Allied States Association of Mo- 
tion Picture Exhibitors was in ses- 
sion in Atlanta last week from Mon- 
day through Thursday. 


NRA Resolutions 


Resolutions calling on all inde- 
pendent theatre operators to with- 
draw from membership in the NRA 
code and to cease paying assess- 
ments, unless the code is revised to 
fit them, were passed by the Allied 
States closing their four-day ses- 
sion here. 

H, A. Cole of Dallas, chairman of 
the committee on the code, said 

(Continued on page 29) 


GTP Vs. ERPI Resumes 


Wilmington, May 238. 

Testimony resumed yesterday 
(Monday) in the General Talking 
Pictures (deForest) and Duovaa 
anti-trust action against Western 
Electric, American Telephone & 
Telegraph and Electrical Research 
Products, Inc., after a week's ad- 
journment in U,. S. District Court. 
Herbert M. Wilcox, ERPI v.p. in 
charge of operations, resumed the 
stand to continue his narrative of 
the difficulties which attended in- 
stallation of talker equipment and 
of early experiments in that field. 

His testimony was interrupted by 
George R. Hurd, chief of defense 
counsel, to present the testimony of 
Warren Conner, former ERPI Caro- 
lina sales representative; Thomas 
C, Guthrie, Charlotte attorney for 
ERPI in a restraint-of-trade action 
brought there by GTP against 
ERPI in connection with local 
theatres; Sterling Schultz, of Tren- 
ton, N J., and John EF. Lawrence, of 
Garden City, L. L, E RPI technician, 





Dualing Supervisors 
For Metro’s ‘Frisco’ 


Hollywood, May 28, 
John Emerson will be co-producer 
with Bernard Hyman on Metro's 
‘San Francisco.’ This is the second 
instance in the last few weeks of 
the studio bracketing supervisors. 
Jeanette MacDonald will be 
starred in ‘San Francisco,’ which 
has an earthquake background, 


Fed Griefer Joins Pa 


Los Angeles, May 28 


B. Bernard Kreiselman, for the 


past year impartial government ob- 
server on local film grievance board, 
has resigned, 
He has left for Washington. where 
will start a special survey on 
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L. A. Acers in Mourners’ Row, Tourist 
Influx Late; West Tops Again, $13,500; 
Dual ‘Scandals’ 136; Fury, 146, Oke 





Los Angeles, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: H’wood-RKO) 

Local first run houses kind of 
took the choice spots on the 
mourners’ bench this week, as trade 
that had been anticipated with the 
arrival of the first bunch of tour- 
ists and the advance cavalcade for 
the San Diego fair did not ma- 
terialize. Seems as though the Na- 
tional Housing exposition and the 
planetorium on the Griffith Park 
hilltop are more attractive than the 
menu offered by the theatres, es- 
pecially the planetorium at night 
when some 8,000 to 10,000 want a 
looksee over the town free of 
charge. 

Paramount did tops on take with 
‘Town,’ the Mae West opus in sec- 
ond week hitting around the $13,500 
mark which is fairly good for a 
repeat stanza here. Chinese and 
State perked up a bit with their 
dual] bill showing, having ‘Flame 
Within’ and ‘White’s Scandals’ to 
offer. However, results in take are 
not satisfactory to management, 
who figured considerable more, re- 
gardless of attraction, account it 
being bargain offer of two first 
runs of big companies for one price. 

‘Black Fury,’ though doing nicely 
at RKO and Hollywood, not giving 
the anticipated take response, as 
will do around same gross as week 


previous. 
Addition to first run group 
is Grand International, formerly 


Orange Grove theatre, playing ‘The 
Song to Her,’ a Scandanavian pic, 
which at 35 cents doing oke there. 

‘Miserables,’ in third stanza at 
Four Star, holding nicely, as are 
‘Dance,’ moved over into the Down- 
town, and ‘Werewolf,’ sticking over 
at Pantages. 

RKO and Hollywood went very 
heavy on foreign angle in exploit- 
ing ‘Black Fury.’ They advertised 
heavily in Jewish neighborhoods 
With cards and dodgers, put out 
heralds for the Chinese, as well as 
working for the Polish, Hungarian, 
Spanish and Jap patronage. They 
also had special advance screen- 
ings for heads of labor unions and 
tied in with labor publications, be- 
sides distributing 50,000 tabloids in 
apartment houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (FWC-Grauman) (2,028; 
30-40-55) ‘Flame Within’ (MG) and 
‘Scandals’ (Fox) split. Doing bit 
behind initial week of double 
bill, but nothing to cheer about, 
with take running only $6,000. 
Last week ‘Little Girl’ (Fox) and 
‘Harrington’ (MG). Faded out after 
weekend and came plenty under ex- 
pectations in showing bit of red 
with $6,100 finish. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-30- 
40) ‘Dance’ (FN). Move over from 
RKO was oke, as this will show 
neat profit to house with a good 
$4,300 gross. Last week ‘G Men’ 
CWB), second week cleaned up 
nicely and scrammed with good 
$4,800. 

Filmarte (Reisenfeld) (900; 40- 
50) ‘Beyond Bengal’ (Principal). 
In for solo week and not heavily 
pushed, so $1,700 is 
Last week, ‘Heart Is Calling (G-B). 
Fifth and final plenty okay for 
milking stanza at $1,200. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 50-75) 
‘Miserables’ (UA). 38rd week. Still 
keeping along at smart pace and 
getting class of town trade which 
will bring this session to around 
$4,000 total. Last week, second, it 
came through in fine style to a 
cinch $5,460. 


Grand International (Roesner) 
(785; 35) ‘Song to Her’ (Scandin- 
avian). Swedes and Scandinavians 


going for this one with societies 
campaigning members and take at 
this price plenty good at $1,800. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-35- 
40-55) ‘Black Fury’ (FN). Great 
critic notices, but not general trade, 
with pic crowd in predominance, 
will hit around $6,600. Last week 
‘Dance’ (FN). This Jolson-Keeler 
came right up to expectations and 
bounced out with an even $7,000. 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
20-35) ‘In Spite of Danger’ (Col) 
and ‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U) split. Just 
so-so combination that gets no one 
excited not even management with 
a total income of around $2,900. 


Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 25-40) 
‘Werewolf’? (U). 2nd week. Hold- 


over session of this Bob Harris pro- 
duction as a solo with preview 
thrown in oke and profit to house 
at $3,700. Last week, first for it 
here, was far ahead of expecta- 
tions and came close to $6,000, 
Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55) ‘Town’ (Par) and stage show 
(second week). Holdover for this 
West pic is oke for house, ag it will 
show littie profit at $13,500. Last 


week first for it was real big at 
23,500, with little expense on stage. 
RKO (2,950; 25-35-40-55) ‘Black 


Fury’ (FN). Has an avalanche of 
foreign trade for house, also labor 


elements and will be an easy $7,200 
grosser. Last week ‘Dance’ (FN). 


satisfactory. 


Did the expected $6,600, which was 
plenty good for house. 

State (Loew-FWC) (2,024; 30- 
40-55) ‘Flame’ (MG) and ‘Scandals’ 
(Fox) split. Bit disappointing on 
draw here, as figured Harding- 
Marshall combination would have 
hit five figure point instead of the 
$7,000 for stanza. Last week ‘Little 
Girl (Fox) and ‘Harririgton’ (MG). 
Sort of sloughed off here final three 
days, so tap was bit below calcu- 
lations at $7,800. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
25-30-40-55) ‘Little Girl’ (Fox) and 
‘Harrington’ (MG) split. Doing lit- 
tle better than average dual offer- 
ing, but showing ‘red’ for house at 
$2,500. Last week ‘Marietta’ (MG). 
As single feature offering great at 
$3,700 for this place, which is way 
off main line of traffic. 


PHILLY I$ DULL; 
MOLLY PICON 
NEAR 156 


Philadelphia, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Boyd) 


A dull and featureless week is on 
the books for the downtown Philly 
film sector. ‘Scoundrel’ at the Boyd 
is getting a nice evening trade, but 
if it hits $11,000 will be doing more 
than expected. A special campaign 
with the cognoscenti and colleges 
has undoubtedly helped drag in the 
Coward fans. 

Molly Picon may mean _  some- 
thing at the Earle, which also has 
a pretty good pic in ‘Mr. Dynamite.’ 
Combo may give house $14,500 or 
$15,000, which is two or three grand 
better than normal. 

Fox, on the other hand, although 
offering a stage show that the 
critics all praised (Bob Hope's In- 
timate Revue) and a pic that the 
cricks also said nice things about 
(‘Daring Young Man’) isn’t doing 
much. Some talk of changing bill 
a day early to give next show a 
holiday break-in. If present combo 
does stay a full week it won't get 
more than $13,000. 

‘Miserables’ has skidded sharply 
at the Aldine and may not make the 
grade for an entire third week. 
Latest dope is that ‘Escape Me 
Never’ will follow ‘Miserables,’ pos- 
sibly debutting on Memorial Day 
also. ‘Goin’ to Town’ is holding for 
four days over first week at the 
Stanley, but the Mae West pic has 
been pretty much of a bloomer— 
at any rate for a Mae West film. 

Last week’s trade ranged from 
fair to weak. ‘Miserables ’tumbled 
badly in last half of its second week 
at the Aldine and was lucky to get 
$10,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 40-55-65)—‘Miser- 
ables’ (UA). Third week, but may 
not finish. If so no more than 
$6,000. Likely to scram Wednes- 
day with ‘Escape Me Never’ follow- 
ing. Last week, ‘Miserables.’ 
Skidded to $10,500 which, however, 
was still okay. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Live 
To-Night’ (Col). Second run. May- 
be $1,800. Last week, ‘Marietta’ 
(MG). Second week of third down- 
town run. Good $2,200. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-40-55)—‘Scoun- 
drel’ (Par). Rave notices; nite 
trade okay. $11,000 indicated, fairly 
good. Last week, ‘The Flame With- 
in’ (MG). Well under even modest 








expectations. $7,500. 
Earle (2,000; 35-40-50)—‘Dyna- 


mite’ (U) and vaude. Molly Picon 
as headline feature means some- 
thing. Maybe $15,000. Last week, 
‘People Will Talk’ (Par) and vaude. 
Scant $13,000. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Daring 
Young Man’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Bob Hope headliner. Just a mild 
$13,000 seen. Last week, ‘Our Lit- 
tle sir’ (Fox), 2nd week, and 
Stage show. Nice $14,500. 

Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40)—‘Dinky’ 
(WB). Weakish $2,400 seen. Last 
week, ‘Cardinal Richelieu’ (UA). 
Second run and good $3,200. 

Keith’s (2,000; 30-40-50)—‘Star of 
Midnight’ (Radio). Second run. 
Lucky to get $2,700. Last week, 
‘Frankenstein’ (U). Neat $3.300. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-40-55)—'Town’ 
(Par) 2nd week. Will only get four 
days and $6,000 will be all. Last 
week, $12,000—disappointing. 

Stanton (1,700: 30-40-50)—'Sky 
Hawks’ (Col). Figures at $5,700. 
Last week, ‘G Men’ (WB). Second 
week of second run. Excellent 
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PORT. 100% STAGELESS 


Pickford Cancels, Vaude Out of the 
Par and Orph 





Portland, Ore., May 28. 

(Best Exploitation: Broadway) 

Parker's Broadway turns legit 
this week, boosting admish to $2.75 
top for six days of Mary Pickfors’s 
road show ‘Coquette,’ of which the 
first three were cancelled due to 
emergency call to Los Angeles for 
a United Artists meeting. 

Two pix stood out this week— 
‘Goin’ to Town’ at the Paramount 
and ‘Les Miserables’ at the U.A. 

Another long grinder is ‘Roberta,’ 
now at Hamrick’s Blue Mouse after 
doing original biz at Hamrick’s Or- 
pheum and Music Box. Now in fifth 
week and may go six. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 65- 
$2.75)—Mary Pickford’s road unit 
‘Coquette’ usurped this house policy 
for six days at raised admish. Last 
week ‘Mark of Vampire’ (MG) poor 
at $4,600. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
25-40)—‘Miserables’ (UA). Raves 
and better at the b.o, than expected. 
First week held up strong to close 
for good $5,200 and second week go- 
ing okay $4,000. 
Paramount (Evergreen) 
25-40)—‘Goin’ to Town’ (Par). 
Vaude out for the West pic. Fair 
at $6,000. Last week ‘Four Hours to 
Kill’ (Par) and ‘Last Wilderness’ 
(Indie) with vaude flivved at $3,800. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘Star of Midnight’ (Radio). 
Vaude also out. Just average at 
$4,000. Last week ‘Mr Dynamite’ 
(U) and vaude weak at $3,600. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
400; 25-40)—‘Hold ’Em Yale’ (Par) 
and ‘Sing Sing Nights’ (Mono). 
Only around $1,500, poor. Last week 
‘When a Man’s a Man’ (Par) and 
‘Let’s Live Tonight’ (Col) connected 
for some extra biz getting, $2,400. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 15- 
25)—Grand Old Girl’ (Radio) and 
‘Best Man Wins’ (Col) second run 
combo, So-so for $1,000, Last week 
‘Whole Town’s Talking’ (Col) and 
‘White Lies’ (Col) averaged $1,300. 


MAE WEST’S 106 BEST 
IN BLAH PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Penn) 

Boys are singing the misereries 
this week, indicating that the sum- 
mer slump has struck early. Not 
much in sight for anybody, with 
best chance reserved for ‘Goin’ To 
Town,’ at the Penn. Maybe $10,- 
000 and while fairly satisfactory, 
that’s no great shakes for a West 
picture, all of which have just about 
doubled that take in the past. 

Elsewhere, however, it’s the 
blues and plenty of ’em. Stanley’s 
taking it on the chin with ‘In 
Caliente’ and Benny Meroff’s band 
will be pretty lucky to wind up with 
$13,000 while the Fulton continues 
to dip into the red, this time with 
‘Mr. Dynamite,’ which doesn’t stand 
a chance of bettering $2,800, pretty 
awful. House hopes to get it back 
on ‘Doubting Thomas’ for two 
weeks starting Thursday (30) fol- 
lowed by ‘Escape Me Never,’ also 
for similar run. Site may then 
fold for couple of months although 
nothing definite yet. 

Alvin has ‘Our Little Girl’ for 
second week, limited to five days, 
but sans stage support as in open- 
ing session. May get around $4,250 
on brief session, just fair, with new 
presentation, headed by Johnny 
Perkins on return engagement, and 
‘Under Pampas Moon’ opening day 
ahead of schedule (30) for a seven- 
day stand. Warner also taking it 
on the chin current session, 
‘Strangers All’ and ‘Cowboy Mil- 
lionaire’ hardly standing to better 
$4,000. 

Penn had the Mae West figure 
plastered all over tewn in tie-ups 
with Life Savers, Lux, Old Gold 
and Hudson Motor Cars. Also had 
one of the local cricks hooked up on 
a long-distance call to star on 
coast, which brought picture two 
columns of valuable space. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-30-40) 
—Our Little Girl’ (Fox). Held 
over for five days of second week, 
not particularly because business 
merited it but in order to permit 
house to getaway 24 hours earlier, 


(3,000; 








on Decoration Day holiday, with 
new bill. Around $4,000, fair, looked 
over on limited h.o. session. Last 


week, with stage show and 55c top, 
Shirely Temple flicker copped a 
little better than $10,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 
25-40)—‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U). House 
has been taking it on the chin last 
few weeks and current tenant won't 
change the standing. It looks like 
$2,800, pretty brutal, but only with 
a lot of luck. Last week ‘Times 
Square Lady’ (MG) also in the red 
at $3,100. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-30- 
40)—‘Goin’ to Town’ (Par). About 
the best thing in town by com- 
parison but $10,000, or thereabouts, 
isn’t the kind of coin La West cus- 
tomarily attracts. Her poorest gross 
locally thus far. Last week ‘Four 
Hours to Kill’ (Par) and Cab Cal- 
loway’s band took a terrific drub- 
bing at $14,000, worst take for a 
combination bill here in some time. 





Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-55)— 


Rubinofl, Temple, ‘Miserables’ 
Not Enough to Offset Mpls.’ Slump 








‘In Caliente’ (WB) and Benny Mer- 
off's band. With only flesh in 
town, Stanley was figured to have 
as easy time of it but apparently 
just the opposite, is true. Blah 
pace presages little more than $13,- 
000, pretty band. Last week Lupe 
Velez and Paul Ash bolstered ‘Star 
of Midnight’ (Radio) enough to 
bring insclose to $20,000. 5 

Warner (WB) 2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Strangers All’ (Radio) and ‘Cow- 
boy Millionaire’ (Fox). Westerns 
usually mean money at this house 
but house is suffering same as the 
rest of them this week. Maybe 
$4,000, maybe more. Last week 
‘Party Wire’ (Col) and ‘Eight Bells’ 
(Col) a couple of hundred bucks 
less than that. 


OZZIE NELSON 
AIDS MET TO 
19G IN HUB 


Boston, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: In Press Sheets) 
Hub is getting near the bottom 
of the product barrel, and into the 
hot weather blues. 
Best show in town is Met’s ‘Peo- 
ple Talk’ and Ozzie Nelson on stage, 


but lacks marquee punch to make it 
soar. Will drag in something like 
$19,000, which looks important be- 
side some of the other grosses. 

Keith Boston and Loew’s Or- 
pheum are mired in low grossers, 
and State is flirting with red. 
Keith Memorial’s ‘Werewolf’ is 
howling at the back door and not 
many customers coming in the 
front. 


Reports from the hinterland indi- 
cate that nabe stands are spurting 
a bit in the mild May weather. 

Boston exploiteers not heard 
from this week. All circuit offices 
have had the summer budget pad- 
lock clamped onto the cash boxes 
and the lads are just studying the 
press sheets until home office says 
‘start selling.’ It’s all newspaper 
plants now and whatever other 
chiseling can be done to help fill 
out the campaign letters for the 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (M&P) (4,200; 35-50-65)— 
‘People Will Talk’ (Par) and Ozzie 
Nelson in person. Furnish a good 
slice of entertainment, but lack po- 
tent lure, about $19,000, fair. Mae 
West didn’t ‘Go to Town’ (Par) last 
week, but fair enough $23,000 with 
Baclanova and Ernie Stanton on 
stage. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
35-40-55) —‘Werewolf’» (U). Might 
have done a little better if it had 
not followed directly after ‘Frank- 
enstein.’ As is, the boogey pic will 
sag to $8,000 or worse. Last week 
disappointed, $11,000 for ‘Let ’Em 
Have It’ (UA). Three ‘men only’ 
type pix in a row will slow down 
any house of this type. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-30-40-55) 
—‘Eight Bells’ (Col) and ‘Age of 
Indiscretion’ (MG), dual. N.s.h. at 
$12,000. Last week much happier 
with ‘Miserables’ (MG), which built 
steadily to a good $16,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-40- 
55)—'Vampire’ (MG), second run, 
and vaude. Scaring away biz, will 
net around $8,000, poor. Horror 
cycle already washed up as far as 
public is concerned. ‘Baby Face 
Harrington’ (MG) just a big sissy 
last week, $7,100, too bad. 

Keith Boston (RKO) (2,300; 25- 
30-40)—‘Man Who Knew Too Much’ 
(GB) and ‘Brewster’s Millions’ (UA), 
doubled. Hovering around $7,000. 
Last week a mild $6,500 for ‘Inform- 
er’ (Radio), second run, and ‘Laddie’ 
(Radio), first run, doubled. This 
week scale was lowered to former 
setup when house dropped vaude. 
When running pix directly after 
Memorial, scale has to go up to 
make it a subsequent run. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘Behind Green Light’ (Par) 
and ‘Girl From 10th Avenue’ (FN), 
dual. Will hit par, about $7,000. 
Last week a flag flier, $11,000 for 
‘$10 Raise’ (Fox), first run and ‘G 
Men’ (WB), 2nd run. Latter yanked 
‘em in. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,600; 25-30-40- 
50)—‘10th Avenue’ (FN) and ‘Green 








Light’ (Par), dualed. Headed for 
oke $4,500. Last week zippy with ‘G 
Men’ (WB), 2nd run, and ‘$10 


Raise’ (Fox), 1st run, $6,000. 
Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-50) 
—‘G Men’ (WB), 3rd run, and ‘$i0 
Raise’ (Fox), 2nd run, dual. Even 
though well milked look like $4,500, 
fair. Last week skidded to $3,900 
with ‘Stolen Harmony’ (Par) and 
‘Dinky’ (WB), both second run, 





dualed. 


Minneapolis, May 28, 

(Best Exploitation: Orpheum) 
Managerial tears flow freely along 
the rialto. With three big new at« 
tractions in town—Rubinoff in per- 
son, Shirley Temple with five 
vaudeville acts and ‘Les Miserables,’ 


all at 40c top—it looks as though, 
comparatively and taking all angles 
into consideration, a new low will 
be touched. 

The Orpheum made the whole 
town ‘Rubinoff-conscious’ this week 
with a Barnum-like campaign 
which included an elaborate ‘wel- 
come back’ reception for the vio- 
linist upon his arrival at the rail- 
road station in a ‘specially ar- 
ranged’ private car, with the mayor 
and chief of police, among others, 
extending gretings and the proceed- 
ings broadcast over the Columbia 
chain station; big front page news- 
paper stories and art, other spe- 
cial radio broadcasts, an amateur 
violinist contest tie-up with the 
Star, co-op display ad tie-ups with 
various stores, ‘welcome’ badges 
worn by the theatre ushers, etc. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 25-35- 
40)—‘Les Miserables’ (UA). Opened 
on Wednesday, a day ahead of 
schedule, when ‘Scandals’ quit after 
six days. Considering general state 
of business, this picture has gone 
over the top nicely and shows real 
box-office strength. Around $7,500 
indicated. Fine and holds second 
week. Last week, ‘Scandals’ (Fox), 
only six days, $2,500, very poor. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890; 25-35- 
40)—Traveling Saleslady’ (FN) and 
vaudeville, including Rubinoff. Pic- 
ture means nothing to box-office 
and Rubinoff undoubtedly entirely 
responsible for whatever draw 
there is. Violinist, here for 14 years 
before his rise to fame, acclaimed 
‘home town boy who made good’ 


and circused. Initial response to 
gigantic exploitation campaign, 
however, far below expectations, 


Will be lucky to top $10,000, al- 
though ‘expected to. build. Not 
good. Last week, ‘Black Fury’ 


(FN) and vaude, including Mary 
McCormic, $6,800, brutal. 

State (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-40)— 
‘Our Little Girl’ (Fox) and vaude, 
including Sylvia Froos. While film 
is rated below usual Shirley Tem- 
ple standard, juve star a mighty 
magnet here and comparatively 
light take blamed on general slump. 
Indications are that pull won't go 
above $7,500, disappointing. Last 
week, ‘Goin’ to Town’ (Par) and 
vaude, $11,500, big. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘My Heart Is Calling’ (GB). 
Suffering like all the others, but still 
gathering in enough to warrant re- 
tention. En route to likely $2,000, 
fair. Last week, $2,400, pretty good, 

Time (Wathnell) (250; 15-20-25) 
—‘Hell’s Angels’ (UA). Reissue not 
very frisky and about $700 in pros- 
pect, light. Last week, ‘Lost City’ 
(Maj), $1,200, good. 

Palace (Benz) (1,900; 15-20-25)— 
‘By Your Leave’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Continues at mild $3,000 pace. 
Drops vaude Friday (31), going 
back to fermer dime subsequent 
runs. Last week ‘Maybe It’s Love’ 
(FN) and vaude, $2,900, light. 

Alvin (Steffes) (1,400; 25-35-40)— 
‘Modern Motherhood’ (Indie). Sex 
film replaces musical stock and 
first-run pictures, Sensationally 
advertised. About $3,000 indicated, 
fair. House expected to close for 
summer after this run. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25)— 
‘Let ’Em Have It’ (UA). Corking 
picture for this house and headed 
for a good $2,300. Last week, ‘Great 
Hotel Murder ’(Fox), $2,000, okeh. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 


‘Life Begins at 40’ (Fox) and 
‘Reckless’ (MG). Pretty fair $2,200 
in prospect. Last week, ‘West 


Point of Air’ (MG), $2,000, fair. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Mississippi’ (Par), second loop run. 
Around $1,200 in sight, light. Last 
week, ‘Ruggles’ (Par), second loep 
run, $1,500, pretty good. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 
‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) and ‘Sequoia’ 
(MG), second loop’ runs, _ split. 
Should get pretty good $1,000. Last 
week, ‘Little Colonel’ (Fox) and 
‘Car 99’ (Par), second loop runs, 
and ‘10 Raise’ (Fox), first run, split, 
$700, fair, 


15-25)— 





Sam Taylor Freed 
By Roach in Dispute 


Hollywood, Ma. 28 

Sam Taylor and Roach settled 
their three-picture contract witi 
two still to go. Director objected to 
films lined up for him as being too 
much slapstick and not in line with 
type he’s handled. 

His next was to have been 
‘Honesty Rackets,’ ribbing (:-\ten 
cycle. Taylor is taking a two 
month vacation before making an- 





other studio connection. 
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Pix Scarcity Forces Hold-Overs 
In Loop; Oriental's Best at 186: 
‘Our Girl $29, W0 Hearts’ $20,000 





Chicago, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Chicago) 

Business continues on even keel 
this week with only a couple of 
houses delivering anything of par- 
ticular comment. Run houses are 
holding over following clean-cut 
starts the week previous. Mae 
West will make its three weeks 
easily at the Roosevelt and ‘Les 
Miserables’ will run neck and neck 
at the United Artists. 

All houses wherever possible are 
stretching their runs due to a real 
scarcity in product. B. & K. forc- 
ing runs throughout and shifting 
many flickers from the key houses 
to hold-overs in the Apollo and 
Garrick. RKO Palace is in a se- 
rious jam on product and next week 
goes into the open market for a 
Paramount picture, ‘People Will 
Talk.’ Palace has been getting by 
on two products so far, Radio and 
Universal, with the latter company 
having supplied some 16 pictures 
already this season. 

Chicago and Palace are doing just 
fair business this week despite pre- 
screening certainty of socko busi- 
ness, the former with ‘Our Little 
Girl’ and the other with ‘Break of 
Hearts.’ Chicago has been running 
in the dumps for some time and 
little seems to help it despite every 
angle. Has clipped down sharply 
on the nut and trying to clear by 
skimping, especially on the stage. 
Better business than average is be- 
ing turned in by the Oriental and 
the State-Lake, the former with a 
powerful stage line-up of the Three 
Stooges, Fifi D’Orsay and Mary 
Sunde, the burlesque stripper. 

Tie-ups on Rosemary Ames, local 
society woman, were the basis of 
some fine exploitation on ‘Our Little 
Girl’ by Arch Herzoff for the Chi- 
cago. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 25-35-55)— 
‘Mark of Vampire’ (MG). In the 
alley. Piciures in this house lately 
have been such as to have ruined 
the publiec’s confidence in the the- 
atre. House needs a string of not- 
ably good pictures in order to save 
it. And with product scarce, this 
house represents a serious worry. 
Under $3,000 on the first week for 
this one which went in in a hurry 
to replace the yanked ‘Devil Is 
Woman’ (Par). ‘Scoundrel’ (Par) 
get to follow 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 85-55-75) 
—Our Little Girl’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Business fs off here and 
nothing seems to help. Cash money 
prize nights at all nabes undoubt- 
edly hurting the loop. Maybe $29,000 
here, good but not what such a 
picture should do normally. Last 
week ‘Reckless’ (MG) wobbled 
towards the finish to garner meek 
$25,300. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 25-35-55)— 
‘Reckless’ (MG). Holding over from 
Chicago should do around $3,000, 
good enough here. House gets fine 
breaks through its holdover of key 
pictures. Last week ‘G Men’ (WB) 
was in niftily at $4,800. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-40) 
—‘Casino Murder Case’ (WB) and 
vaude. No question of business this 
week which zooms up into hey-hey 
figures after weeks of desuetude. 
Combination of screen and stage 
wallop irresistible and the register 
clicks away to bang-up $18,000. Last 
week was pitiful at $11,100 for ‘Mac- 
Fadden’s Flats’ (Par). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 25-35-55)— 
‘Break of Hearts’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Gus Arnheim band head- 
lining. Good week but nothing to 
what was expected. Maybe $20,000, 
okay. Last week was heartbreak 
house at $14,500 for ‘Werewolf’ (U). 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 25-35- 
55-65)—‘Goin’ to Town’ (Par) (2nd 
week). Will stick above $11,000, fair 
enough on holdover. Last week 
was powerful on opener at $17,300. 
In Caliente’ (WB) to follow. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20-25- 


$5-40)—’Mr. Dynamite’ (U) and 
vaude. Perks this week to $11,900, 
good. Last week ‘Behind Green 


Lights’ (Mascot) off to $10,100. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
85-45-65)—‘Miserables’ (UA) (2nd 
week). Will hold above fine $13,000 
currently after turning in socko 
$19,800 last week. Getting power- 
ful all-around play. ‘Let "Em Have 
It’ (UA) to replace in about two 
more weeks. 


B’HAM DOLDRUMS 


Biz Only Fairish; ‘Littie Girl’ Goes 


Under 





Birmingham, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Alabama) 
Business stagnant this week with 


exception of Alabama with ‘Little 
Girl.’ Latter doesn’t come up to 
expectations, slated for slide about 
mid-week, ‘Marietta’ ended two 


weeks’ run at Ritz with a nice roll. 
Vv * little in the way of bally 








at Alabama or elsewhere this week. 
The usual stuff made up the adver- 
tising menu. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby (2,800; 30-35-40) 
—‘Little Girl’ (Fox). $7,000 good. 
Last week ‘Town’ (Par). $8,000, 
still better. 

Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 25)—‘Riche- 
lieu’ (UA) $3,000, fairly good. Last 


week ‘Marietta’ (MG). Second 
week, $3,500. 

Empire (Acme) (1,100; 25)— 
‘Devil’ (Par), 2,500, fair. Last 
week ‘Black Fury’ (WB). $3,000. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25)—‘Har- 
rington’ (MG). First new cycle 
gangster, $1,600, fair. Last week 
‘Vampire’ (MG). $1, 500. 





Flame’ Staite’ 
By Raps, Holdovers 
Best in Kansas City 


Kansas : City, May 28, 

(Best Exploitation: Midland) 

Grosses will be down this week, 
as ‘G Men’ at the Mainstreet, and 
Mae West at the Newman, both 
holdovers, got their big returns the 
first week. ‘Flame Within,’ the 
Midland’s feature, is having hard 
sledding as papers gave it a terrible 
panning, after a nice opening. 

Fox Uptown, three miles from 
the main stem, has ‘Little Girl’ and 
opened big, with the picture likely 
to stay a couple of weeks, though 


horse races at Riverside, just 
across the river, are cutting into 
matinees, 


Publicity nod goes to the Mid- 
land, with its big street flash fur- 
nished by the MGM traveling stu- 
dio, and accompanying caravan, 
parked in front of the theatre, and 
which has been given hours of time 
on several radio stations. In ad- 
dition theatre had a ‘Flame Within’ 
dance contest at Fairyland park; 
huge banners on news distributing 
trucks, personal announcements to 
some 850 doctors, stressing the 
medico angle of the picture, co- 
operative newspaper ads with a 
large department store, and another 
tieup with a store that used stills 
of stars in fourteen of its depart- 
ments. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) 3,200; 15-25- 
40)—G Men’ (FN). Second week 
and going swell. Picture has been 
given great publicity, and _ local 
angle of some of the action has 
been powerful aid. Expected to 
wind up with around $7,500, good 
after $13,500 the first week. Great. 

Newman (Par) (1,800; 25-40)— 
‘Town’ (Par). Management advises 
that the picture will be held for a 
16-day run and that the last nine 
days will show close to $9,000, good, 
after $17,000 the first week. Very 
big. 
Midland (Loew) (4,000; 15-25-40) 
—‘Flame Within’ (MG M). Opened 
just fair, then the reviewers gave it 
both barrels and the boot, which 
just about finished it. Will be lucky 
to show $8,000, light. Last week 
‘Miserables’ (UA). Muchly praised, 
but not helped a lot, and wound up 
with $9,500, fair. 

Tower (Rewot) (2,200; 25)—‘Party 
Wire’ (Col) and stage show. Regu- 
lar trade holding up very well and 
with the heavy week end play and 
steady click the last four days will 
tally up near $7,500, good. Last 
week ‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U), and stage 
show $7,000, good. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40)— 
‘Little Girl’ (Fox). One of the 
naturals for this big residential and 
the Saturday opening was capacity. 
Looks like near $7,000, big. Last 
week ‘Baboona’ (Fox), $2,700, poor. 


GALS OWN NEWARK 


B.O.— 








and Harlow Best 
‘Informer’ O.K. Too 


West 





Newark, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Proctor’s) 
The succession of clear days has 
been mitigated by the fact it has 
stayed cool but now that it is turn- 
ing warmer hope for anything ex- 
cept the super-supers is gone. As 
it is, Mae West wiil take plenty at 
the Newark, maybe $14,000, but 
nothing else will do better than 
break even. Most will change bills 
Thursday for the holiday. 


For ‘Break of Hearts,’ Proctor’s | 
has taken every available window | 
and is getting Hepburn tied up| 


with modern clothes. 
Estimates for This Week 


Branford (\VB) (2.966: 15-65) 
‘Dinky’ (WB) and ‘Vag abond Lady’ 
(MG). Holds Six : da to a merely 
fair $6.5 500, La ‘ a rar ne- 
stein’ (U) and “M Jane's Pa 


| 

(FN) fell off badly after a great | 
opening .to $12,000, but plenty 
profitable. 
Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35- | 
40)—Reckless'’ (MG) and ‘Air | 
Hawks’ (Col). Probably plenty here | 
for ‘Reckless’ anyway and if it | 
takes only six days should garner | 


$3,000, Last week ‘Mississippi’ 
(Par) and ‘West Point of Air’ (MG) | 
poorly, but much better than lately | 
at $3,900. 

Little (Franklin) (299;- 35)— 
‘Huszarszelem’ (Danubian). Trying 
Hungarian for four days on a deal 
with the film owners where the|!. 
house can’t lose. Irish film ‘Nora | 
O’Neale’ goes in Tuesday. Present | 
engagement about $600, nice if it 
goes that far. Last week ‘Kocha 
Lubi Szanuje’ (DuWorld), okay at 
$800. 

Loew’s State (2,780 15-75)— 
‘Mark of Vampire’ (MG). ‘and vaude. 
Starting weakly but building, per- 
haps $12,000. Last week ‘Richelieu’ 
(UA) took enough red for the house 
at $12,000. 

Paramount-Newark (Adams-Par) 
(2,248; 15-99)—Goin’ to Town’ 
(Par) and vaude. Best in town, 
but not so hot at $14,000. Last 
week ‘Stolen Harmony’ (Par) okay, 
but not startling at $11,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-55) 
‘Informer’ (Radio) and ‘$10 Raise’ 
(Fox). On eight days will be close 
to $10,000, quite okay. Drew raves 
from press on ‘Informer’ and draw- 
ing steadily for that film. Last week 
‘Daring Young Man’ (Fox) and 
‘Small World’ (Fox), good enough 
on six days at nearly $8,000, 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 
25-40) —‘Life Begins’ (Fox) 
‘Cowboy Millionaire’ (Fox) 
‘Death Flies East’ (Col) and 
‘People’s Enemy’ (Radio), split. 
Takes only six days, but with the 
Rogers draw on the first half should 
do well enough on about $3,000. 
Last week ‘Little Colonel’ (Fox) 
and ‘Sunset Range’ (FD) with ‘In 
Spite of Danger’ (Col) and ‘Sweep- 
stakes Annie’ (Radio) bad as ex- 
pected at $3,000. 


FRISCO GOES T0 
TOWN FOR MAE 
WEST, 246 


San Francisco, May 28. 

With the exception of Mae West 
at the Warfield, pictures are doing 
just ordinary business in Frisco. 
Golden Gate and Paramount in run- 
ning for second money, only fair. 

Orpheum has added Jay Clarke, 
mentalist, to brace business. Geary 
closed with ‘Les Miserables’ Satur- 
day (25). Picture, after being 
horsed around ag roadshow with 
grind tendencies, now slides into 
United Artists on Decoration Day, 
with only four-day clearance be- 
tween $1.10 top and 40c. 

Close of Tanforan track Saturday 
(25) may be of some help to film 
situation, but new headache is ar- 
riving with passage by state legis- 
lature of bill permitting pari-mutuel 
betting on the greyhounds, Bill pro- 
vides local option by counties, and 
Frisco county is likely to go dogs, 


15- 
and 
with 











with present money going across 

bay to Alameda and down penin- | 

sula to San Mateo. | 
Estimates for This Week 

Clay (Roesner) (400; 35)—‘Volga 
Song’ (Amkino) and ‘Song of Hap- 
piness’ (Amkino), repeat, — split. 
Looks like nice $1,200. Last week 
(2d) of ‘Don Quixote’ (London) all 
right at $1,000. 

Embassy (Cohen) (1,460; 25-35) 
—‘My Heart Is Calling’ (GB) (3d 
wk). Holding on oke at $3,000. 
Last week $3,400. Low nut on house 
makes pic look good for run. 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 25-40)—Laddie’ 
(Radio) and ‘Vagabond Lady’ (MG). 
Not too hot $7,000. Last week, ‘La- 
dies Love Danger’ (Fox) and 
‘Dinky’ (MG) just so-so at $6,500. 

Geary (1,570; 55-83-$1.10)—‘Mise- 
rables’ (UA) (2d week). Closed to 
a poor $4,000. Moves to UA at pop 
prices. Last week better at $5,500, 
but roadshow stunt was a big dis- 
appointment, Picture badly handled, 
United Artists running a trailer for 
month on picture before execs de- 
cided on roadshow policy, and crowd 
just waited, 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 30-35- 
40)—‘Nit Wits’ (Radio) and stage 
show. All good at $13,500. Last 
week ‘Village Tale’ (Radio) and 
Stage show so-so at $11,509. 
Orpheum (F&M) (2,660; 30-35-40) 
—‘Werewolf’ (U) and ‘Millionaire | 
Cowboy’ (Fox) (2d week) plus Jay | 
Clarke, mentalist, on stage. Look | 
for pretty good $7,500. Last week all 
right at $9,000, 








+) G Men’ 


(MG) and 
(Fox). Safe 


40)—'F lame Within’ 
‘Daring Young Man’ 
enough | at $10,90 ), Last week i 
washout at under $6,000 for ‘Devil 
Is a Woman’ (Par) and ‘People Will 
Talk’ (Pa 

St. Seamake (F-WC) (1,47 39-3 
(WB) (5th-! ast week) 
$4,100, Last week nice 


| 


0d biz 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,750: 30-35-/° 


‘Pimpernel’ (UA) 
°° ) 


Thermom Up, B.0.'s Down in N. Y.; 


Escape’ $80,000, Good, with Cap 
Only Around $32,000 in Dull Week 





‘Miserables’ comes in. Might do 
$3,500 in six days. Last week (third) 
of ‘Let ’Em Have It’ (UA) got by at 
under $4,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,670; 35-40-55) 
—'‘Goin’' to Town’ (Par) and stage 
show, with Walt Roesner’s music 
and girl line. Tops the town, looks 
like a nice $24,000. Last week ‘In 
Caliente’ (WB) nice at around 
$22,000. 


Will Rogers, West 
Neck ’n’ Neck, 176, 
In Cleve., Nice Biz 


Cleveland, May 28, 
(Best Exploitation; State) 


Abnormally long winter season 
has tired show-goers in Forest City, 
cutting drawing power of biggest 
flicker names, though low tempera- 
ture still helps box-offices, 

Mae West copping the cream with 
‘Goin’ to Town’ for Loew's State, 
partly because of bang-up publicity. 
‘Black Fury’ slipping at RKO 
Palace, too heavy for this time of 
season. What natives want now is 
louder laughs, indicated by packed 
houses at Hipp, where Will Rogers 
in ‘Doubting Thomas’ is giving Mae 
West a close run for top money. 
Paradoxically, ‘Les Miserables’ is 
yet getting good money in second 
hold-over week at Stillman. 


Estimates for This Week 


State (Loew’s) (3;750; 30-35-40)— 
‘Goin’ to Town’ (Par). Ballyhooed 
like a circus, started out like a 
house on fire, headed for around 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Miserables’ 
(UA) yanked in $16,400. 


Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-40-60)— 
‘Black Fury’ (FN). Slow opener. 
Lack of stage show may keep it 
down to about $10,000 on short-week 
run. Last week, ‘It Happened in 
New York’ (MG) and Guy Lom- 
bardo, a nice $15,700. 

Hippodromo (WB) (3,529; 30-40) 
—‘Doubting Thomas’ (Fox). Good 
diversion and sold right. Set for a 
sweet $16,500 and perhaps better. 
Last week ‘Our Little Girl’ (Fox) 
got $10,500, which wasn’t bad. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 25-40)—‘Our 
Little Girl’ (Fox). Shifted from 
Hippodrome for second week, looks 
like it will bag close to $6,000. 
Much better than last week's ‘G 
Men’ (WB), $3,680. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,872; 25-35) 
—‘Miserables’ (UA). Second week, 
transferred from State. First week's 
sensational campaign should carry 
it along to a neat $6,000. Last week, 
‘McFadden’s Flats’ (Par) just fair 
with $3,400. 


‘TOWN $8,500 FAIR, 
SEATTLE HAS 2 H.0.’S 


Seattle, May 238. 

Sensational biz of ‘G Men’ decided 
Hamrick to extend the 2-weeks run 
ac Orpheum by shooting the pix 
over to the Music Box. Thus this 
one is duplicating ‘Marietta,’ which 
did 2 week at Fifth Avenue and 
then 11 more days at Paramount, 
both Evergreen spots. ‘Miserables’ 
is oke at the Blue Mouse and holds 
into second week, 

Increased ad space for ‘Goin’ to 
Town, but no special exploitation 
stunts mark okay opening for Mae 
West at the 5th. Orpheum using 
strong ad campaign for ‘Black 
Fury.’ The press men helped ‘G 
Men’ go places. So did the title. 

This week marks close of vaude 
at Orpheum, leaving Rex the oniy 
spot in town with class vaude at- 
tempt. House is using liberal news- 
paper space and stands in a way to 
cash in. 

No one has figured out any ex- 
ploitation worthy of note this week, 
Excellent weather is making folks 
think more of the outdoors. Grey- 
hound racers are having a test case 
in court and threaten to reopen 
Plaviand track. 

Estimates for This Week 





Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 27- 
27-42)—'Miserables (UA). Press 
j}and public favorable, going into 
econd week for indicated $5,000, 
good. Last week same film, big $7,- 
300, best in long while. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 21- 


One (Fox) and 


expect fair 


More Spring’ 
Dual 


Last week ‘Lily 


(Par) and } 


4 Point’ (MG) hig $4,300, | 
5th Ave. (Evergreen) (2,400; 27- 
i-42)—*Town’ (Par), Mae LOPS S0- 
layed up in ads, getting 1 
ih $8.5 ii rua 
x ree for Mae Last er I 





(Best Exploitation: Cap) 

First warm weather, which with 
day light saving always hurts, ar- 
rived over the weekend in New 
York. Theatres immediately felt 
the summery temperature Sunday 
with people flocking away from 
Broadway. Thursday, holiday (30), 
can help, or hurt some more. 

‘Escape Me Never’ is showing the 
fastest foot among the new entries. 
Film will mount to $80,000 at the 
Music Hall in spite of sunshine set- 
backs. 

Strong stage name array of Eve 
LeGallienne, George Jessel, and 
Gertrude Niesen helping the Capi- 
tol with ‘Girl from 10th Ave.,’ but 
looks a moderate $32,000. ‘Mr. 
Dynamite,’ tenanting the Roxy, will 
be $25,000 tops. It's the only other 
new picture on the _ street. ‘Let 
"Em Have ([t’ comes into the Riv 
this morning (Wed.) in time for 
Decoration Day scale, after five 
weeks and four days of ‘Miserables.’ 
Latter picture could stay longer but 
for commitments, UA wanting to 
get ‘Let ’Em Have It’ rolling. With 
this one Riv drops its a.m. price 
from 40c. to 25c. 

This week, its fourth, ‘G Men’ will 
hit $27,000 at the Strand. While 
‘Goin’ to Town’ at the Par, being 
forced to five weeks, will get about 
$20,000 on its third lap. 

Best exploitation of the week goes 
to the Capitol which had the aid of 
Warners on ‘Girl from 10th Ave.’ 
House ot to work on its stage 
show, also, and received a good 
deal of publicity, especially on the 
LeGallienne booking. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (4,620; 35-75-85-$1.10)— 
‘Girl From 10th Ave. (WB) and 
stage show. Eve LeGallienne, George 
Jessel and Gertrude Niesen on 
stage. On way to moderate $32,000. 
Last week ‘Age of Indiscretion’ 
(MG) and Rudy Vallee on stage but 
$25,500. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55)—‘Shot in 
Dark’ (Ches) (2d week), Holdover 
into second week means nothing as 
picture got only $4,000 first seven 
days ending Monday night (27). 
House going to Loew under 10-year 
deal nearing consummation. 

Palace (1,700; 35-50-65)—‘In- 
former’ (Radio) and vaude. May go 
over average to hit $10,000 or so. 
Last week ‘Scoundrel’ (Par) a little 
off, just under $9,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-75-85) 
—Goin’ to Town’ (Par) (3d week). 
In for five weeks and forcing run. 
About $20,000 this week (3d). Sec- 
ond week just under $26,600, pretty 
good, 

Radio City Music Hall (5,989; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.10)—‘Escape Me Never’ 
(B&D-UA) and stage show. Will 
hit good $80,000. Last week ‘Break 
of Hearts’ (Radio) gasped its way 
to $66,000. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-40-65-75-85-99) 
‘Miserables’ (UA) (6th week). On 
final four days $10,000, still show- 
ing strength, ‘Let ’Em Have It’ 
(UA) opens this morning (Wed.) 
with morning price (to 1 p.m.) 
dropping from 40ec to 25c. Fifth 
week of ‘Miserables’ was $25,200. 


Roxy (5,886; 25-35-55)—‘Mr Dy- 
namite’ (U) and stage show. Not 
above $25,000, but this okay. Last 
week, second for ‘Frankenstein,’ 


(U) $25,200, 

Strand (2,757; 25-35-55-75-85-99)— 
‘G Men’ (WB) (4th week). Cagney 
starrer still town’s favorite, current 
week (4th) auguring stout $27,000. 
Third week was $33,800. House 
brings in ‘Oil for Lamps of China’ 
(WB) night of June 6. 


State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Riche- 
lieu’ (UA) and Karl Carroll's ‘Vani- 
ties’ unit. About average, $18,000 or 


so. Last week just under $25,000, 
big, on ‘Black Fury’ (WB) with 
Alice White on personal. 





vate Worlds’ (Par). sid for women, 


but no jell, $6,700, mild. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 10-16-27) 
—‘Party Wire’ (Col) and ‘Swell 
Head’ (Col) dual, anticipated $3,- 
200, slow. Last week ‘Silver Creek’ 
(U) and ‘Love You’ (Col), dual, $3,- 
700, fair. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 27- 
37-42) —‘G Men’ (WB). Moved over 
as hot release from Orpheum, prom- 


ising $2,800. Slow, with 
two weeks getting gravy. I 


previous 
ast week 





‘Dance’ (WB), $6,000, good, but 
giving ‘G Men’ third week instead of 
2nd for ‘Dance,’ as hopeful of get- 
ting more. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 27- 
| 37-42) —‘Biack Fury’ (WB) big bill- 
ing. vaude for final week, indica- 
tions $8,200, good Last week ‘G 
Men’ (WH), 2nd week, greit at 
Se KOO 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106: 
27-37-42) Devil (Par) and ‘Vaga- 

nd Lady’ (MG) Dual, with big 
billing for D } Eixpecte a5. 
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Capital, Others Just Average 


Washington, D. C., May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Palace) 

‘Goin’ to Town’ at Palace and 
Paul Whiteman on stage at Earle 
are grabbing off the best business 
of all houses this week. Other pix 
are only average and doing aver- 
age intake. 

Loew’s Palace drum-beaters used 
bag of tricks ballyhooing Mae West 
film. Fleet of 10 autos cruised 
town with placards offering free 
rides to ‘Goin’ to Town.’ Passengers 
brought to theatre. Busses also 
carried streamers. Local grocery 
chain distributed paper shopping 
bags carrying ballyhoo copy. Four 
different contests ran in local dailies 
connected with pix and handbills 
distributed at several public gath- 
erings. All this topped by special 
midnight show day before opening, 
with plenty of build-up and advance 
art breaks in all dailies. 

Attempt by Warners to revive 
"42nd Street’ at Metropolitan proved 
cold turkey. ‘G Men’ shoved in 
after three days of no business with 
musical. Latter pix had played 
Earle two weeks before. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60)— 
Indiscretion’ (MG). Only fair 
business with support from Myrt 
and Marge on stage not up to ex- 
pectations. $16,000, if Thursday 
holiday crowds good. Last week 
‘Little Girl (Fox). Swell $24,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60) 
—Harmony’ (Par). Poor notices. 
Paul Whiteman on stage credited 
with bringing in nice $18,000 for 
six-day stay. Last week ‘Black 
Fury’ (WS). Fair at $15,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— 
‘Town’ (Par). Claiming lion’s 
share of town’s biz on press raves 
and big build-up. Expect $20,000 
with holiday helping out. Last 
week ‘Miserables’ (UA). Satisfac- 
tory repeat at $7,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,880; 25-35-60)— 
Werewolf’ (U). Much better than 
expected. Estimate big $6,500 for 
six days, since new pix coming in 
Thursday. Last week ‘Have It’ 
(UA). Plenty oke at $8,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) @,853; 25-40) 
— ‘42nd Street’ (WB). Refused to 
be revived. Replaced with ‘G Men’ 
(WB) after three low days. May 
get $4,000 for week, with full credit 
to latter. Last week ‘Laddie’ 
(Radio). Not bad $4,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 25-40)— 
*Marietta’ (MG). Still holding up 
nicely in third week. Expect $5,200, 
considered big. Last week, same 
film did $7,000. 

Belasco (Radin) (800; 25-35-50)— 
‘Unfinished Symphony’ (GB). Slow 
start, but may build. Estimate 
$1,200. Last week ‘Little Friend’ 
(GB). No better at $1,000, six days. 


PROVIDENCE BLUES 


Shirley, $8,800, Tops—Shutters for 
Two Houses 
’ Providence, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Loew’s) 


Biz has taken a nose-dive and, 
generally, the entire picture is a 
dark one. There are a couple of 
stands doing fairly well, but as a 
whole grosses are going to be pretty 
well below average. Film product 
not so bad, but the natives are not 
just buying. 

Virtually every stand along the 
main stem is working on a week to 
week basis, something that hasn't 
happened before. Indications are 
that several houses will put up the 
shutters during the summer, if 
necessary. At least two spots are 
expected to close within a couple of 
wecks, and unless the outlook 
brightens others may follow. 

Exhibitors have plenty of op- 
posish, Weather dandy and amuse- 
ment parks wide open. Shrine circus 
is in full sway, Gorman’s circus 
plays two performances Memorial 
Day, and in addition there is wres- 
tling at the huge R. I. Auditorium. 

One bright spot this week is 
Shirley Temple at the Majestic. The 
others are pretty well petered out. 
‘Informer’ at the Albee opened 
pretty tepid, despite a slew of un- 
solicited stuff from the newspapers 
and nice comment, 

Loew's State won the exploitation 
laurels hands down this week, as 
no one else made any effort at bal- 
lyhoo. There were a couple of de- 
partment store tieups, and the usual 
distribution of paper around town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Majestic (2,200; 15-25-40)—'‘Little 
Girl’ (Fox) and ‘Daring Young Man’ 
(Fox). Haviug no difficulty at all 
in leading this week. Gross should 
be at least $8,800; nic-. Last week 
‘G Men’ (WB) and ‘Dinky’ (WB). 
Not so bad at $6,200 for second 
week. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Indiscretion’ (MG) and ‘Harring- 
ton’ (MG); plenty adverse criticism 
on this one, opening off and gross 
won't be much over $7,500; tepid. 
Last week ‘Miserables’ (UA) was 
nice at $10,500, thriving mostly on 
evening business. 





‘Devil’ (Par) and ‘Behind Green 
Lights’ (Mascot); principal picture 
a bit too ritzy for the rabble; looks 
like average biz et $7,000, Last week 
‘Goin’ to Town’ (Par) playing on 
single feature bill and garnered a 
nice $11,200, but lowest Mae West 
has grossed in this town. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-25-40)—‘In- 
former’ (Radio) and ‘Cash.’ Picture 
not sold properly in ads, though 
plenty of Irish people in these parts. 
Unless there’s a switch later gross 
not going to cross $6,000; off. Last 
week ‘Have It’ (UA) and ‘Chasing 
Yesterday’ (Radio) oke at $7,300. 
Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘China- 
town Squad’ (WB) and vaude; 
though the only spot in town now 
playing vaude, and comments are 
good concerning show, biz is off; 
opening indicates not much more 
than $7,000. Last week ‘Mutiny 
Ahead’ (Maj) slightly better at 
$7,800. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘Star of Midnight’ (Radio) and 
‘Fighting Shadows’ looks like $1,050, 
split. Last week ‘Runaway Queen’ 
(UA) and ‘Border Guns,’ split, so-so 
at $700. 


LOMBARDO, 206, 
GAY FOR CINCY 


Cincinnati, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Palace) 

Biz holding its own in face of 
heavy opposish, combo take of 
downtown houses being on heels of 
that for last week, when the Shu- 
bert finaled for the season. Coun- 
ter attractions include night ball 
games by Reds, start of 37-day race 
meet at Latonia, opening of Coney 
Island and Zoo, and visit by the 
Sheesley carny for 2-week stand. 
It’s the first carny here since 1929. 
Palace is far afront with $20,000 
on ‘Indiscretion’ plus Guy Lombardo 
band and vaude. Best straight 
screen trade for ‘Flame Within’ at 
Albee with $11,000. Keith's is 
above usual with ‘Caliente’ at $5,- 
500. Lyric and Capitol second- 
weeking with ‘Goin’ to Town’ and 
‘Little Girl’ for acceptable figures, 
‘Miserables’ light in third week at 
Grand. 

Guy Lombardo was arted with 
news yarns in the dailies for only 
outside p. a. bid by RKO press lads. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42-55)— 
‘Indiscretion’ (MG), Guy Lombardo 
ork and three acts. Air plugger all 
the way for $20,000. Last week 
‘Little Girl’ (Fox), $13,500, oodles of 
ahs. 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Flame’ (MG). Ann Harding the 
angle, crix cold on plot, credit star 
with valiant effort. Maybe $11,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Town’ (Par), 
$13,500, all right. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Caliente’ (WB). Dolores Del Rio 
and Pat O’Brien magnet for $5,500, 
good. Last week ‘Dinky’ (WB). 
Jerked after four days for which 
take was a sad $2,100, and $1,500 
on first three days of ‘Caliente.’ 

Lyric (RKO) (1,500; 25-30-40)— 
‘Town’ (Par). Switched from Albee 
for second week, $6,000, okay. Last 
week ‘Frankenstein’ (U), 2d wk., 
$4,000, nice, following $12,500 on 
first at Palace. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Little Girl’ (Fox), 2d wk. Trans- 
ferred from Palace, $5,000, nifty. 
Last week ‘Miserables’ (UA), 2d 
wk., $4,500, disappointing after $13,- 
500 in first seven days at Albee. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-30-40)— 
‘Miserables’ (UA), 8d downtown 
wk., $2,200, lowest mark for house 
in months. Last week ‘Thin Man’ 
(MG). Revival. $3,000, dandy. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Fighting Shadows’ (Col) and ‘Shot 
in Dark’ (Ind), separate, $2,400, 
normal. Last week ‘Harrington’ 
to al and ‘Eight Bells’ (Col), $2,- 
200. 

Strand (Ind) (1,200; 15-20-30)— 
‘Gigolette’ (Radio), $1,400, average. 
Last week, ‘Green Lights’ (Mascot). 
Dittoed. , 











OMAHA 100% DUALS 


All on Short Weeks, for Decoration 
Day—Glass Key’ $7,000 





Omaha, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Omaha) 

Omaha into the limelight with 
holdover on ‘Goin’ to Town,’ which 
will give it a 12-day run. Satur- 
day house brought in ‘Naughty 
Marietta’ for a rerun and partner 
for the West film giving the house a 
strong bill. First time Omaha has 
shown double feature bill since it 
reopened under the new name, and 
sticking to the policy for a tenta- 
tive few weeks. Backing up of prod- 
uct and no strong single feature 





Strand (Ind) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 


available responsible for this; 


makes al] three downtown first runs 
showing double features. 

At other houses it’s normal weeks 
with ‘Informer’ at the Brandeis 
getting strong critical notice, but 
only average patronage. At the 
Orpheum ‘Glass Key’ and ‘Night at 
the Ritz’ the offerings. 

Weather which has dogged thea- 
tre men all month with rain has 
eased off to allow some sunny days, 
but rain still very much in the at- 
mosphere. Figure would rather 
have the moisture than the dust 
storms which blow up when coun- 
tryside gets dry. 

Strike of tram operators con- 
tinues with situation reaching cli- 
maxes intermittently with bombings 
and other small violences. Jitneys 
yet running unimpeded, but city 
council attempting to work out some 
system of licensing, taxing and pro- 
tecting riders. Any such ordinances 
liable only to eliminate great num- 
ber of jitneys and make circum- 
stances for the public more acute. 

Last week was bully for all houses 
with record weeks at the Omaha 
and.Orpheum; it was Mae West 
who did it at the Omaha, but even 
she was far surpassed by Shirley 
Temple at the Orpheum. Brandeis 
was some over average, single fea- 
turing ‘Black Fury.’ 

Omaha theatre in a tie-up with 
the Bee-News for an advance show- 
ing of ‘Let ’Em Have It’ to benefit 
the paper’s free milk and ice fund 
overshadows on exploitation. 

Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum’ (Blank - Tri - State) 
(2,976; 25-40)—‘Glass Key’ (Par) 
and ‘Night at the Ritz’ (WB) 


double. Average week, these two 
only six days move out for a 
Decoration Day opening. Six days, 
$7,000. Last week Shirley Temple 
made it a contest with herself 
vying for a new record, but missed 
by a few hundred. Still top money, 
and seldom seen. ‘Our Little Girl’ 
(Fox) dualled with ‘Baby Face Har- 
rington’ (MG) just “under $11,900, 
grand. 

Omaha (Blank-Tri-State) (2,100; 
25-40)—‘Goin’ to Town’ (Par) held 
over with ‘Naughty Marietta’ (MG) 
brought back for a rerun as dual 
partner. Five days and then give 
way to a Decoration Day opening; 
short run may reach $5,000, good. 
Last week Mae West showed her 
heels from the start and sent the 
house off to as good a week as it 
has had since being made over; 
$8,500 fine business. 


Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,200; 
25-35-40)—Informer’ (Radio) and 
‘Mary Jane’s Pa’ (FN) double. 


Critics ‘going for the first feature 
strong, and draw is from the more 
classy and limited clientele; aver- 
age at $3,900. Last week a bit 
stronger with ‘Black Fury’ (FN) 
single. Local strike situation may 
have helped some; good at $4,300. 


‘Miserables’ Holds Up, 
‘Laddie’ $7,000 Tops 
Band-Seized Denver 


Denver, May 28. 

Opening of Lakeside Amusement 
park put a crimp in Saturday night 
theatre crowds, Herbie Kay band 
playing at Lakeside, being center of 
attraction. More than 15,000 paid 
admissions to the park, and the 
dance floor was packed practically 
solid. 

Elitch Amusement park, which 
has been open a few weeks, had 
more than 10,000 paid Saturday 
night, with Isham Jones the draw. 

‘Miserables,’ with $3,000, is good 
enough in its third week at the 
Aladdin to go to the Broadway for 
an extended run Thursday. ‘Going 
to Town,’ second week, hit $4,000 
average at the Denham. ‘Black 
Fury’ was pulled after five days to 
fair business, around $5,000, at the 
Denver, and set into the Paramount 
for two or three days and $1,500, to 
get the Paramount back to a later 
opening. 

Orpheum really did this week’s 
business of the town with ‘Laddie,’ 
matinee and night crowds holding 
up all week for a good $7,000. 

‘Let ’Em Have It’ is fair at Para- 
mount with $4,000. 


G MEN’ 176, 2ND WEEK, 
CONTROLS BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Fox) 


Crowds continue to flock to the 
Paramount, where ‘G Men’ is in 
second week. Biz in region of $17,- 
000, splendid In anybody’s language. 
Majority of ads of downtown thea- 
tres appearing in the local dailies 
look like income tax returns, what 
with new price scales taking ace 
billing over pictures, 

Fox has ‘Thunder in the East’ 
playing to mild audiences, Ex- 
ploitation involved a stunt calling 
for appearanee of local Veterans of 
Foreign Wars in parade through 
Boro Hali sector to the theatre. Por- 
tion of the day’s proceeds donated 
to the VFW charity fund. Installa- 














tion of officers of new Admiral Ster- 
line Post of VF W in Brooklyn at 





Baltimore Shuns ‘Em So Merrily 


Both Hepburn, 





Hotel St. George, with broadcast via 
WMCA, netted Fox some publicity 
for current flicker. 

Fox, hit by price war, continues 
operation after suitable deals made 
with stagehands and musicians, who 
up to today (Tues.) were not agree- 
able to concessions over summer. 
May also cut prices. Faced closing 
this Thursday night (30). 

Estimates tor This Week 

Paramount (4,000: 25-35-50) —‘G 
Men’ (WB). 2d week. Will do dandy 
$17,000. Last week $28,600, estab- 
lishing a new record for house under 
straight picture presentation policy. 
Likelihood of third week. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50)—‘Thunder’ 
(UA) and stage show. Looks like 
an unimpressive $13,000. Last week 
‘Jim Burke’ (Col). $12,000. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50)—‘Informer’ 
(Radio) and vaude featuring Three 
X Sisters. Lukewarm $14,000. Last 
week ‘Scoundrel’ (Par) $15,000, fair. 

Loew’s Metropolitan (2,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Vampire’ and vaude featuring 
Al Siegel and Carolyn Marsh. Should 
do in region of $14,000, satisfactory. 
Last week ‘Indiscretion’ (Radio) 
$15,000. 

Strand—‘My Heart’ and ‘Night at 
Ritz’ will produce unexciting $4,500. 
Last week ‘Devil’ (Par) and ‘Party 
Wire,’ $6,000, oke. 


KIDNAP PALL 
OVER TACOMA 


Tacoma, May 28. 

Weyerhauser boy's kidnaping put 
a pall over the town, with all 
grosses mild. 

‘Marietta,’ however, set a Tacoma 
precedent and goes into second 
week at the Roxy. In face of the 
town's biggest industry having 
labor trouble, with many out of 
work, biz has been surprising, mid- 
week days totaling up like Sundays 
normally, and the show building 
right along. 

‘Richelieu’ Is new at the Music 
Box, while the Blue Mouse con- 
tinues with duals. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (700; 27- 
37)—‘Mary Jane’s Pa’ (WB) and 
‘Car 99’ (Par). Dual, getting along 
for’ expected $2,000, slow. Last 
week ‘My Heart’ (GB) and 
‘Strangers’ (Radio). $2,500, fair. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 27- 
37) —‘Richelieu’ (UA) with conserv- 
ative campaign as becomes this Ar- 
liss pix, indicated $3,500, fair. Last 
week ‘Town’ (Par). Got $5,300, big. 

Roxy (J-vh) (1,300; 27-37)— 
‘Marietta’ (MG). Second week, an- 
ticipated $4,000 good. Last week, 
same film, marvelous, reported at 
$7,000, warranting holdover. Built 
steadily. 





MAE MONTREAL MUSTARD 


Grabbing $11,000 Against Obstacles, 
Princess Show Next 





Montreal, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Princess) 

Holiday week here beginning Fri- 
day (24) Victoria Day, may ad- 
versely affect pix, altho weather still 
Novemberish. Nothing else in town 
but summer resorts beginning to 
open, Palace has the stand-out 
with ‘Goin’ to Town.’ Loew’s, in its 
last week before closing down for 
summer, has the Canadian war Pic 
‘Lest We Forget ’supplemented by 
‘It Happened in New York.’ 

Tom Cleary at the Princess tied 
up to a bunch of stores and had an 
attractive lobby display for ‘Les 
Miserables’ which should also bring 
in French-speaking element. 

Estimates for This Week 


Palace (FP) (2,700; 50)—-‘Goin’ 
to Town’ (Par). Going strong and 
should pack them in after a good 
week-end for $11,000, good. Last 
week, repeat of ‘Marietta’ (MG) 
grossed $7,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘Frank- 
enstein’ (U) and ‘Princess O’Hara’ 
(U). Looks like $9,000, fair enough. 
Last week ‘West Point’ (MG) and 
‘Florentine Dagger’ (WB) grossed 
$7,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 50)—‘Lest We 
Forget’ (Col) and ‘It Happened in 
New York’ (U). May gross $7,500, 
fair. Last week, ‘Scandals’ (Fox) 
and ‘$10 Raise’ (Fox) middling at 
$6,500, 

Princess (CT) (2,200: 50)—‘Miser- 
ables’ (UA) and ‘Night a Ritz’ 
(WB). Fine show and cayfiot gross 
under $10,000. Last wek’s hold- 
over of ‘Richelieu’ (WA) and ‘T’ll 
Love You Always’ (Gél) $6,000. 

Imperial (FP) (900: 34)—‘42nd 
Street’ (WB) ana ‘Mary Jane’s 
Pa’ (WB) may’ get $3,000. Last 
week ‘Damaged/Lives’ (Ind.) $2,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Rénsion Mimosa: 2nd 
week. May prross $2,500 eurrently 


bh 
after $3,900 Bact week 





Baltimore, May 28, 
(Best Exploitation: Stanley) 

Burg is being blistered by season's 
first attack of mid-summer heat, 
and b.o.’s are suffering Vacation 
hoarding, swimmin ‘holes, road- 
houses, ball parks, golf and motor- 
ing are getting the mobs while thea- 
tres stand nearly desolate. Every 
main spot is under average pace, 
despite there are some shows on 
tap that would normally have 
stowed away fancy coin. About only 
help looming this week is fact 
Memorial Day will enable houses to 
get holiday prices. 

The Stanley is looking up with 
‘Black Fury.’ Matinees are almost 
woeful, gals not finding it much to 
their taste, but nites are sturdy. 
Enough class is attending, plus big 
play from men, to score a fairly 
good $7,000. 

Major disappointer is ‘Break of 
Hearts’ at vaudfilm Hipp, which 
thought pic would span fortnight, 
but lifeless opening-day pace dis- 
pelled hopes. Reviewers scolded it, 
which hurt again because the horde 
of Hepburn fans here didn’t par- 
ticularly care for her last two pix. 
Matinees aren't bad, with women 
swarming in, but nites light, and 
men spurning it. Week-end totalled 
up n.s.h., and week looks no more 
than $11,000, wan for this spot. 

Under expectash is ‘Doubting 
Thomas’ at the New. Won't do 
badly, and will wind up well in 
black, but far under average for 
Rogers. Stride to date suggests 
solid $4,500 with possibility for few 
C’s more. Last half dozen or more 
Rogers’ vehicles have all flamed two 
weeks, some running longer. 

Stanley arranged a dozen or so 
stunts and tie-ups for ‘Black 
Fury.’ About tops was parade last 
Saturday a.m. through downtown 
streets of 400 Liberty magazine 
boys who carried signs and ban- 
ners. Also in procession was fife 
and drum corps of St. Michacl’s 
Male School. In return for free 
showing, lads inserted heralds in the 
20,000 magazines, also agreeing to 
duplicate it for a couple more 
weeks, 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (38,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55-65)—‘Flame’ (MG) and 
San Hearn heading vaude acts. Ann 
Harding doesn’t mean much here 
any more. Stage-show deemed 
weakie, also. Indifferent $15,500. 
Last week ‘Miserables’ (UA) and 
acts. Very good $19,100. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; 
15 - 25 - 35 - 40 - 55 - 65) — ‘Break of 
Hearts’ (Radio) and vaude. Never 
got going, just a mild $11,000. Last 
week ‘Strangers All (Radio) and 
stage-show. About the same. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40)—‘Have It’ (UA). Opens 
tonite (Tuesday) at 6 p.m. Closing 
2d week is ‘Town’ (Par) which 
snatched very good $5,200. Last 
week Mae really went to town for 
$10,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 15-25-30- 
35-40-50) — ‘Doubting Thomas' 
(Fox). Got much better notices and 
word-o’-mouth than usual, but 
public hasn’t beén giving it big play. 
Good $4,500 likely. Last week ‘Lit- 
tle Girl’ (Fox). 2nd week. Good 
$4,200. Fortnight total $10,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-35-40) 
—Black Fury’ (WB). Heading for 
nice $7,000. Last week ‘Harmony’ 
(Par). Succumbed quietly, scarcely 
able topping poor $4,000. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) (1,460; 15- 
25-35) —‘Vagabond Lady’ (MG). 
Doldrums, $2,600. Last week, ‘New 
York Night.’ (MG). Second-run 
here after week at vaudfilm Cen- 
tury. N.s.g. $3,300. 


‘MISERABLES’ “$12,000 
BEST FOR BUFFALO 


Buffalo, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Great Lakes) 


Box offices beginning to show ef- 
fects of warm spell, which started 
in over the weekend. ‘Miserables’ 
at the Lakes, however, has started 
with a rush and looks to be the 
standout, 

Lakes plugged this one plenty, 
starting off with a screening two 
weeks in advance for school board, 
principals, teachers, clergy and po- 
lice. Comments used in newspaper 
publicity. Picture was played up 
at schools and with Hugo book in 
public library and book stores. The 
drama was given over the air and 
received plenty of advance publicity 
in roto and dramatic sections. Nu- 
merous tie-ups with local stores, 
heralds, window strips, folders and 
6,000 fan photos of Fredric Mareh 
given o .t by a local newspapé 
featured the exploitation. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 80-40-55)-- 
Little Girl’ (Fox) and stage show 

(Continued on nage 29) 
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ROGERS 


“Doubting ) 
Thomas 


a B. G. DeSylva production 
with 


BILLIE BURKE 
ALISON SKIPWORTH 


Sterling Holloway - Gail Patrick - Frances Grant 
Directed by David Butler. Screen play 
by William Conselman. From the play 


“The Torch Bearers” by George Kelly. 
Adaptation by Bartlett Cormack. 
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Hails Variety Daily: 


“Certain to make the turn- 
stiles click prosperously. A 
wealth of entertainment for 
all type audiences. Baxter 


plays his best character from 


‘Old Arizona’ on!” 


2 B. G. DeSyive 
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acclaim it 
“CISCO KID 





ny ph Conde a 





hoops Hollywood 
Reporter: “Will click at 
box offices! Warner Baxter 


emerges with a sure fire per- 





formance for the fans. Direc- 
tion. writing .cast,music swell. 


Should be a definite winner! 











A FOX 
SPRING 
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GIRL FROM wsldsied AVE. 


Warner Bi 
Stars Bette 
Colin Clive, 





os } at 
og fe: iture Ian tiunte 
Alison f‘kipwort Directe 
by Alfred E. Green From the play by 
Hubert Hen: Davies a tior h . 
Kenyon; cxamei James Van Trecs At 
Capitol, N. } week ,, "Sa. tun 
nine 7 
M lath BS i ceeeeeses ° i 
GeoTrey She 00d. wcoscececesstae Hunter 
eS, eee rer. 
Mrs. Martin.. 
Hu:h Brown 
Tony Eewlk 
Valentine : 
M Mansflield..cecces llelen 
Clerk os 


time 


Jero i 


sette Davis this is her first 
venture, and the perform- 
ance she gives should pull the pic- 
ture through to good returns. In 
the lesser nabes where they’re less 
inclined to be critical about the 
story and wholesale resort to stale 
dramatic strategems, the outlook for 
‘The Girl from 10th Avenue’ is par- 
ticularly strong. 

Film allows the star to go high, 


For 
starring 


wide and handsome on the emo- 
tions. She takes ’em all in a stride 
that saves the yarn from dying by 


its own befuddlement, and that also 
should up her a few notches as a 
box office bet. 

‘Girl from 10th Avenue’ is fash- 
foned from a pattern whose every 
turn and twist the dullest fan can 
easily anticipate. A weak sister 
of the social set is tossed over by 
his Park Avenue girl friend for a 
guy with a better social position 
and more coin. The disappointed 
swain tries to boil his disappoint- 
ment in alcohol and the girl from 
10th avenue who takes him in hand 
in an effort to straighten out his 
teary recklessness, gets him on the 
rebound. While both are stewed 
a justice of the peace, roused out of 
his sleep at 4 a.m., turns the trick. 
In time the Park avenue jane 
realizes her mistake and goes on 
the make for the old heart ailment. 

Complications follow, with a ver- 
bal clash between the two dames 
and a newspaper account of the in- 
cident precipitating a break be- 
tween the 10th avenue girl and her 
society spouse. But it doesn’t take 
the latter long to realize where his 
true love really lies and back he 
goes to what had been his down- 
town hideaway with the 10th av- 
enue bride. 

Narrative is chockful of im- 
plausible sequences and the plot 
often gets itself into blind alleys. 
But deft direction plus smooth 
trouping by Miss Davis make these 
defects not too noticeable for the 
average fan. Although picture has 
all the vestiges of a one-role work, 
fetching performances are turned 
in by Ailson Skipworth, as a land- 
lady who once pranced the Floro- 
dora Sextet, and by Colin Clive as 
the Park avenue girl’s husband. In 
the role of the latter’s wife, Kath- 
erine Alexander does aptly by the 
lines and situations assigned her, 
while Ian Hunter, as the scion who 
marries into 10th avenue, con- 
tributes a characterization that 
lacks both soldiness and conviction. 
But the fault is more of the script’s 
than his. Odec. 


ESCAPE ME NEVER 


(BRITISH MADE) 


British & “Dominions production and 
spend Artists release. Stars Elisabeth 
ergner. Directed by Dr. Paul Czinner. 
Based on play by Margaret Kennedy; 
acaptation, Carl Zuckmayer and R. J. 
Cullen; film editor, David Lean; camera, 
Georges Perinal and Sepp Allgeier; music, 
William Walton. At R. C. Music Hall, 
. ¥., week May 23, '35. Running time, 
93 mins. 





GemMmMA. cecscoves eevesesseKlisabeth Bergner 
Sebastian iceneet secesnysnens +SEE Sinclair 
OCLC er ....Griffith Jones 
Sir * or McLean,.,.....Leon Quartermaine 
Zady Mclaamescccdessicses Irene Vanbrugh 
Venella....... seenee “ae Dudley-Ward 
Beere BROIMTICRs 60600 0400600005 Lyn Harding 


Teremtcherva.........+...Rosalinde Fuller 

‘Escape Me Never,’ produced as a 
play in London and New York with 
the same star, is a well-produced 
film transcription of a_ story of 
moods and morbidity. This is Elisa- 
beth Bergner’s second British-made 
to release in America, first having 
been ‘Catherine the Great,’ also di- 
rected by Dr. Paui Czinner. It is 
arresting screen material in spite 
of its disturbing plot situations and 
characterizations, and doubtless 
finds its audience in this country. 
But that it will do better in the big 


cities than elsewhere seems cer- 
tain. 

Story is anything but Holly- 
woodian in flavor and has the 
faculty, almost all the way, of 
stirring audience resentment. Yet 


its able presentation commands at- 
tention. Among other things, little 
effort is made to create forceful 
sympathetic interest for its char- 
acters. Nearest the scenario ap- 
proaches this phase is in the man- 
ner in which it builds up a sym- 
pathy for Miss Bergner. In doing 
this, however, it fails to excuse her 
for many things. 

Locale includes Venice, where the 
picture opens, the mountains, and 
finally London. At the outset Miss 
Bergner ts fashioned as an impish 
waif of unmoral caste, who instant- 
ly becomes likable in spite of her 
character background. These first 
few reels are potent fuel for the 
star. Further on, by degrees, she 
loses a part of this charm, becom- 
ing a helpless mother and wife on 
whom the reverses of life have tell- 
tale effects. That she permits her- 
around 

adds 


self to be figuratively kicked 
by 


her musician husband 


ushering 
| cracking 


terruptions 


FER M4 REVIEWS 
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int 


from 


erest 
the 


sympathetic 
derived 


nothing to the 
Which is at first 
character. 

Two brot 
porting cast 
clair 


malaees 


hers figure in the 
played by Hlugh 
Griilith Jone 
brothers unreal 
the ie time 
stretching logie of actioi 
Bergner and the other girl 
nelope Dudley-Ward). Lat 
unbelievably smitten With one 
brother, then with the other, and, 
though appe aled to by Bergener, 
the latter's wife, stolidly refuses to 
believe her second choice mar- 
ried. Miss Dudley-Ward plays the 
rich daughter of titled parents. 
In addition to the splendid per- 
formance of Miss Bergner and the 
cast, ‘Escape Me Never’ enjoys in- 
genious direction and numerous 
stretches of effective photography. 
Exteriors are particularly well done, 


Ssup- 
Sin- 
and Story 
che to some 
also 
Miss 
(Pe- 


extent, at 


ol 


is 


as 


is 


but some of the interiors tend to 
drabness, possibly to lend that 
touch to a depressing story. Re- 
cording listens as spotty. Fre- 
quently English expressions, in a 


manner which may be considered 
too English, strike a false note. 
Miss Bergner has some powerful 
scenes and Dr. Czinner has handled 
this action with inspiration. 
Ending suggests a happy one 
with final view being some shots of 
Venice with accompanying music, 
but no characters are within focus 
of the camera as it proceeds up one 
of the canals. Char. 


MR. DYNAMITE 


Universal production and release Stars 
Edmund Lowe. Directed by Alan Crosland. 
Story, Dashiel Hammett; adaptation, Doris 






Malloy, Harry Clork; camera, George Rob- 
inson. At Roxy. N. Y., week May 24, ’35. 
Running time, 75 mias. 
Bae.. BADMRURIOS. 0 dccevewereees Edmund Lowe 
RAPT sc cavevvocecvee eooecsvcesese Jean Dixon 
Charmion....... TYTTTrTitT. Esther Ralston 
Dvorjak..occcccccccecesceee Victor Varconi 
SRORR . 0 604:60006.000s se0eec cence Verna Hillie 
Lewis... eeeeeee+-Minor Watson 
King..... eer recscesevescecs Robert Gleckler 
Williams..... eeseecseess-Jameson Thomas 
errr ee rere rr ree Matt McHugh 
Pee CeccecceveccceccesG. Pat Collins 
ANB. ccccccccvcccccccevecseces Greta Meyer 
WOM cc0te bene nhoevsservesees Bradley Page 
TOG. ccccvicves deevswesecee -...James Burtis 


‘Mr. Dynamite’ is a breezy who- 
dunit told in the modern sophisti- 
cated manner now popular in Holly- 
wood, Its story is by Dashiel Ham- 
mett, who had lots to do with 
in the current smart- 
murder’ cycle. iy ae | 
formula that blithely ignores the 


horror element and turns the find- 
ing of corpses into a merry sport. 


As a comedy with homicidal in- 
‘Mr. Dynamite’ has 


various flaws, but the entertain- 


ment average will probably forgive 


all. It’s an okay run-of-the-mill 
release that keeps close enough to 
plausibility, or is smart enough 
when crossing the line to cover the 
liberties with wit. 

Edmund Lowe is the colorful pri- 
vate detective who is extremely un- 
popular with the regular minions of 
the law. He is no stranger to jails 
himself. A fresh guy and a chiseler, 
but able at matching wits and add- 
ing two and two. Robert Gleckler, 
doing a loud-voiced dry sarcasm 
chief of sleuths for San Francisco, 
is developing a new cinematic per- 
sonality. It sounds like it should 


pay dividends in comedy results 
and good parts. He has a great 
deal to do with ‘Mr, Dynamite’s’ 


nice score on laughs. 

Not much for the rest of the 
players. Jean Dixon is the chiseler’s 
secretary—the one he never marries 
and never loses. An incipient af- 
fair with the nice girl is nipped in 
the bud just as the picture ends, 
when the cops again put Dynamite 
on an outgoing choo-choo. Nice 
girl is intelligently played by Verna 
Hillie, an unfamiliar face. Land. 


Napoleon Bonaparte 


(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, May 10. 





Abel Gance production, Paramount re- 
lease. Music by H. Verdun. Scenario by 
Gance. Using three dimensional sound. 
Presented at Paramount, Paris. Running 
time, 140 mins. 

Napolesn Bonaparte...... Albert Dieudonne 
Josephine de Beaularnais...... Gina Manes 
La Marseillaise........... Terre err Damia 
Theroigne de Mericourt.........Marjolaine 
Tristan Fleuri..... ba 0 46SG48 660086 Sokoloff 
COOP cccncus cccccccccoccccocccecs. MaUloy 
MOOMNGhAL .occcccccecccecescccees SBSQUINGUE! 
Rear covccccceccceseee Koubitzky 
PODOMIOITS van cecbbce edd decen -..Van Daele 
eee eosccceeseeee-Antonin Artaud 
SPORE 0s 0 hn0004sbss05cod estes Delaitre 


(In French) 

This is a remake of the silent 
‘Napoleon’ with which Abel Gance 
stirred France some eight years 
ago—and which Metro released in 
the U. S. It has been sufficiently 
done over to be called a new pic- 
ture, but the crowd and spectacle 
sequences, which constituted at 
least half of the original picture, 
have been retained and sonorized, 
thus saving many thousands of dol- 
lars. Possible because original was 
made at 24 frames instead of 16. 

Result is an extremely impres- 
sive job. Three dimensional sound, 
claimed invented especially for this 
picture, contributes heavily to the 
effect, and can be rated a success. 
Consists of seven or eight loud 
speakers, in addition to the regular 
ones, planted in various parts of 
the house. A second sound track 
on the film contains signals to con- 
trol the extra speakers, wich are 
opened up in sequence so as to 





make the sound roll over the heads 





Miniature Reviews 


From 10th 
Bette Davis’ 
this one from 
of the story. 


Avenue’ 
trouping 
the trite- 

Should do 


‘Girl 
(WB). 
saves 
ness 
okay. 

‘Escape Me Never’ 
UA). British-made 
Elisabeth Bergner in adapta- 
tion of play of same name. Good 
production, cast and technical 


(B&D- 
starring 


strength. Deserves to be a 
profit-maker., 
‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U). Ed- 


mund Lowe in a smartcracking 


triple murder story. Nice en- 
tertainment 

‘Triumph of Sherlock 
Holmes’ (Olympic). Interest- 


ing Conan Doyle master sleuth 
yarn, marred by slow direc- 
“tion. Lack of box office names 
apt to hurt. 

‘Fighting Pioneers’ (Reso- 
lute). Okay juvenile thriller. 

‘Liebe Tod Teufel’ (Ufa). 
German-made, in German, that 
is overly long, 101 minutes, and 
near to a waste for this side. 

‘Wagon Trail’ (Ajax). Above 
average western with Harry 
Carey as a name draw. 











of the audience, as the action re- 


quires. 
This helps a lot in the battle 
scenes. Also, in a sequence show- 


ing the constituent assembly of the 
French Revolution, the sound of 
the roaring of the delegates comes 
from all over the house, whereas 
the speeches come only from the 
screen. It works. 

Picture runs well over two hours, 
and for America would have to be 
sliced, but the length gets by here. 
Reason is that it is a grand epic 
of the French revolution, full of 
patriotism, and the French are sus- 
ceptible to this short of thing a bit 
more now than usually. 

Gance has made a frame for his 
Napoleon legend. He shows a group 
of people, including Stendhal, tell- 
ing the story and arguing about 
it, and fades these scenes into the 
main tale. 

It’s full of spectacular film tricks. 
There is a scene during the earlier 
life of Napoleon when he is forced 
to flee in a boat. A storm arises 
and tosses him. OM the shots of 
the sea during the storm are super- 
imposed” shots of the Constituent 
Assembly in Paris, supposed to be 
meeting at the same time. Storms 
of debate and of the elements swell 
and subside at the same time, and 
the Congress surges back and forth, 
like the boat. With three dimen- 
sional sound, it’s an impressive 
roar. 

The whole makes as good a 
French Revolutionary picture as 
anyone has yet tried and should be 
seen in America. Albert Dieudonne 
makes a masterly Nap, and Danton, 
Robespierre and Marat are also im- 
pressively played. Stern. 





Triumph of Sherlock 


Holmes 
(BRITISH MADE) 


Hagen Production and Olympic 
Features Lyn Harding, 
Leslie Per- 
Hiscott. 
‘Valley 

At 
Run- 


Julius 
Pictures release. 
Arthur Wontner, Ian Fleming, 
rins. Directed by Leslie S. 
Story, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
of Fear.’ Camera, William Luff. 
Criterion, N. Y., week May 24, °35. 
ning time 75 mins, 


Sherlock Holmes... -Arthur Wontner 


eeeeee 








DP. Wate. orccees ecoeseocce san Fleming 
Professor DS evseesess aes Harding 
John Douglas..... eoccecces Leslie Perrins 
Ettie Douglas..... eeeeeeccosgese Jane Carr 
Inspector Lestrade...... * 'Charles Mortimer 
Boss McGinty....... sesaueess Roy Emerton 

Sherlock Holmes’ returns’. to 


screen in this English version of 
Conan Doyle’s master sleuth. Some 
splendid acting by British players, 
who don’t mean a thing to the 
American box office, is burdened at 
times with tedious direction. It is 
considerably too talky, yet, aside 
from a prolonged flash-back sec- 
tion of the story, it should please 
many fans who like baffling detec- 
tive pix. 

Opens with Sherlock Holmes pre- 
paring to retire from activity in 
running down criminals. His peace- 
ful life in the country is disturbed 
by an unusual slaying in a nearby 
castle. 

When story seems nearing its end, 
Holmes appears defeated for the 
first time. But Holmes triumph 
finally comes. 

Polished performances of virtu- 
ally the whole cast are hampered 
by dragey tempo of story’s unfold- 


ment. Arthur Wontner is a suave 
Sherlock, never overdoing the char- 
acter, yet holding center of the 


stage throughout. Lyn: Harding 
proves to be a noisy but excellent 


heavy. Leslie Perrins and Ben 
Welden do bang-up jobs in the 
flash-back opportunities. Ian 
Fleming as Doctor Watson; Jane 


Carr as Ettie Douglas, and Charles 
Mortimer as Inspector Lestrade are 
highly satisfactory. Roy Emerton 
is splendid as Boss McGinty. 

More careful editing and cutting 
plus faster direction might have 
cinched this for many single feature 





houses despite weakness. 


‘OPENED BY MISTAKE’ 
Thelma Todd, Patsy Kelly 
Comedy 
18 Minutes 
Tivoli, N. Y. 

Metro 

Typical comedy from this 
team. Action and humor derived 
chiefly from hospital scenes, which 
is drawback. Patsy Kelly dominates 
funniest sequences, Thelma Todd 
appearing more decorative than 
usual. 

Patsy’s dumb tactics end her job 
as switchboard operator. She ap- 
peals to her pal, Thelma, hospital 
nurse, tq take her in for the night 
because she has no room, This 
takes some fancy manipulating by 
Thelma, for it’s against hospital 
rules, Eventually Patsy is mistaken 
for an emergency case and is pre- 
pared for an operation. This is not 
accomplished, however, until she 
has waged a terrific battle with an 
interne and head nurse. Then 
there is a struggle to gain posses- 
sion of the ‘gas’ machine, with first 
Patsy and then the chief nurse feel- 
ing effects of the ether. This is 
done in slow motion with comical 
returns, 

Director James Parrott has 
checked in with a highly credit- 
able job, despite thin story material. 
His direction’s responsible for sev- 
eral bright touches. For rough fun 
and a surplus of action, this is okay. 


femme 


‘A NOSE FOR NEWS’ 

Joe Cook 

Comedy 

18 Mins. 

Criterion, N. Y. 
Educational 

Diverting little farce-comedy with 
Joe Cook at his best. This short 
has caught the Cook comedy stage 
slant better than past effort. Drab 
supporting cast weighs it down 
despite Al Christie’s capable han- 
dling of players and story. 

Cook is an ambitious reporter. 
Gets assignment of interviewing 
tough bank robber in city bastile. 
When crook talks Joe out of his 
police card, the comic is mistaken 
for the criminal. Best fun is when 
Cook breaks jail-repeatedly, but al- 
Ways goes back to his cell at the 
gunman’s command. Plenty of ac- 
tion in the court room scene which 
eventually leads to Joe’s freedom. 

Recording and lighting nothing to 
rave about. But it will do where 
light comedy is needed, 


‘THE OLD GRAY MAYOR’ 
With Bob Hope, Ruth Blasco, Lionel 
Stander, Sam Wren 


26 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 

Vitaphone Nos. 1834-5 

An exceptionally neat comedy 
that keeps up a steady pace of gig- 
gles. It reveals Bob Hope, the 
vaudeville and musical comedy 
chappie, as a_ promising light 


comedian for the cinema. He films 
nicely and can mugg with restraint. 
Restrained mugging is a _ rarer 
quality than it may sound in print. 

Just a fragile thread of story, but 
enough. Hope is unpopular with 
the mayor whose daughter he wants 
to marry. A mugg alderman is the 
favorite. Even though the ancient 


CHELYUSKIN 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
Soyuzfilm production and Amkino re- 
lease, Written and photographed by A. 
Shafran and M. Troyanovsky. At the 
Cameo, N. Y., week May 23, ’35. Running 
time, 75 mins. 





(In Russian) 

This one could easily have been 
an exceptionally fine film with in- 
ternational appeal. The Russ pro- 
ducers and distributors made only 
one mistake—they forgot to clip 
about one reel of sheer, unadulter- 
ated propaganda, and this reel al- 
most turns the film into a lot of 
hoopla that will alienate many cus- 
tomers, 

Even so, there is a lot in ‘Chel- 
yuskin’ to attract. It is an action 
film with an unusual time element 
and could be very effective bait for 
male audiences, Title is taken from 
the name of a Soviet ship which set 
out in July, 1933, to cross the Arctic 
for expeditionary purposes. Ship 
was sunk by ice drifts and entire 
crew of 105 stranded in April, 1934. 
Aviators in a series of flights from 
mainland onto the treacherous ice 
tracts save the lives of all but one. 

There was a cameraman along on 
the trip and he managed to take 
some exceptionally fine shots so 
that the entire story is rolled into 
a cohesive whole. It plays more 
like a screen romance than a news- 
reel record of an actuality. Espe- 
cially in view of the fact that there 
is much artistry in the photog- 
raphy, including some angle and 
distance shots that are gems. 

When the actual film record of 
the trip, the accident and the res- 
cue are over, the good old Moscow 
propaganda tractor moves in. 
There's at least a reel or more of 
footage devoted to the reception the 





rescued crew got in Russia and the 
speeches made at the receptions in 
Leningrad, And all of those 
speeches carry sharp - pronged 
barbs against all the world out- 
side and sweetly-scented haloes for 
the Bolsheviki Kauf. 


» 





TALKING SHORTS 


‘BEGINNERS’ LUCK’ 
Our Gang Comedy 


18 Mins. 
Capitol, N. Y. 
Metro 
Here’s a short that can get vout 
in front of a weak feature where it 
is set in for a week. The first nicht 
patrons will do the selling after 


that. Just one of those happy acci- 
dents in which everything jells, and 
close to 18 minutes of solid laughter, 
Spanky McFarland is the star, but 
he gets strong support from the 
child cast and almost as good as the 
adults. One of the best in the Hal 
Roach series, 

He’s one of those unfortunate kids 
whose mother is ambitious for him. 
She puts him in an amateur contest 
to spout from ‘Julius Caesar.’ The 
others of the gang promise him 
they'll queer his act, sc he will not 
have to go through with it again. 
But he’s the hit of the show when 
he comes on in his Roman togs and 
uses his shield as a defense against 
the bean shooters. He wins the 
prize and gives it to a kid who can 
get a stage costume with the 
money. Incidentally this youngster 
does a highly competent job of act- 
ing on her own as a child too scared 
to go through with her routine, Rest 
of the comedy comes from the gang 
out front and the kids who form 
the remainder of the amateur 
roundup. 

Packs enough laughs to deserve 
advertising. Some full - length 
comedies do not offer as many. 

Chic. 


STRIKES AND SPARES 
Bowling Novelty 
10 Minutes 
Arena, N, Y. 
Metro 


This is a Pete Smith filler that 
appeals chiefly to the bowler him- 
self, being the type of sport that 
can be interesting only to those who 
know what it’s all about. An un- 
seen commentator does all the talk- 
ing 

Only two characters take part in 
a shorty that's.tricked up by light- 
ing effects and slow and reverse 
motion. One of them is Andy 
Verapoppa, trick bowler, who can 
knock a pin down from any angle. 
Other is an unbilled stooge inserted 
probably to interest those who 
wouldn't know an alley from a 
promenade. He gets a couple of 
quiet laughs. 

Okay from a production stand- 
point. Scho. 


‘HARLEM SKETCHES’ 
Travelog 
16 Mins. 
Acme, N. Y. 
Vanguard 

Travelog of Harlem, devoted to 
the work, pleasures, living condi- 
tions, etc., of the negro race. 

Averagely done, photography poor, 





production mediocre; but, by nature 
of its subject, fairly interesting. 
Abel. 
exploding cigar bit is re-worked, 
the comedy has breeze and gaiety 
and a pleasant freedom from the 
straining-for-laughs so typical of 
shorts. Land. 








MY SONG FOR YOU 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(With Songs) 

Gaumont-British production and release. 
Stars Jan Kiepura, Features Sonnie Hale, 
Emlyn Williams. Directed by Maurice 
Elvey. Scenario, Richard Benson; dialog, 
Austin Melford; additional comedy scenes, 
Robert Edmunds; camera, C. Van Enger; 
lyrics, F. Eyton; additional music, M. 
Spoliansky; musical director, Louis Levy. 
At the 55th St. Playhouse, N. Y., week 
May 25, '35. Running time, 75 mins 
LEDS haa ts cu aktabesnvicekess Jan Kiepura 
Cee chcoseasece nisbavdaneds Sonnie Hale 
Mary Newberg........6..-..Aileen Marson 
Theodore eer re ecscccceseesEmMmilyn Williams 
Cocccccccccccesecs Gina Malo 
8. Newberg. .cccccceccess+-Muriel George 
Mr. Newberg. .eccoceessees.George Merritt 
MOODS <ccctes ecscceccce Reginald Smith 

There is a surprising amount of 
sameness in the Jan Kiepura pic- 
tures. Whether made in Germany 
or England, they all have somewhat 
the same quality and all have some- 
what the same story. This one will 
look and sound even more familiar 
than some others, due largely to the 
fact that it is a British version of 
a German film made a few years 
ago by Joe May. It is strictly an 
art house film and should get some 
attention in that sector due to 
Kiepura’s voice. 

History of the Kiepura pics in the 
U. S. is an unusual one. First one 
in English was released by Uni- 
versal several years ago and did 
exceptionally well in out-of-the- 
way theatres, running up long-run 
records in San Francisco, Holly- 
wood, Minneapolis and other spots. 
Gaumont-British released one on its 
own a few months ago. It laid an 


egg at the Roxy, but picked up 
beautifully in around-the-corns 
spots, This one is being started 
out that way, Gaumont being co! 
vinced it can do well enough in 
arties to m stand up relativel 
better in 1! oug run than if 
were shove i aces, 

Kiepura in an opera singt 
the part he always plays, and ag 


he gets involved in a long-winded 


(Continued on page 34) 




















t 
t 
t 
r 


ma SS ote 


_ 


Ocrtrtw . ctw Ww Fs 


ee eee ed 


~- & 


sewers 


ee Set 


eer Se Pe 


ew“ & 


we ee eC 


osTrwewre weve 


ee 


weYPeweete aS 


al 


wre 











*VARIETY'S’ 
8 St. Martin’s Place, 
———— = 





LONDON OFFICE, 
Trafalgar Square 


FOREIGN FHilhd NEWS 


Cable Address: 














Quota Time Looms in France Again: 


Labor Fighting Yank Pix This Time 


| Loew will develop M-G-M interests 


Paris, May 19. 
It’s getting near the quota season 
again, and the periodical attempt to 

sock the Americans is under way. 
This time the attack is coming 
from a new source. The Chambre 
Syndicale of Charles Delac, hitherto 
chief of restrictionist leaders, is not 
so peppy now on account of the 
difficulties of Pathe-Natan, its lead- 
ing member. But its place is being 
taken by other groups, notably the 
French film technicians, who do not 
represent any powerful business in- 
terests, but are perhaps more influ- 


ential on the political front, and 
present as great a threat to film 
importers as Delac. 


Drastic quota proposal has been 
quietly put before the Minister of 
Commerce with backing of Union 
des Artistes, French Equity, the film 
technicians and a group of film 

workers organized in the Confeder- 
ation Generale de Travail, the 
French A, F. of L. Labor connec- 
tions constitute the real importance 
of the new anti-foreign lineup. As 
France is constituted today, it is 
easier for a crowd with Socialist 
backing in the Chamber of Deputies 
to put something across than it is 
for a Chamber of Commerce ele- 
ment. 

Not in Open 


Move is not yét out in the open, and 
American interests here are inclined 
to minimize its importance. 

It is concomitant with attempts to 
organize the film trade by Charles 
Delacommune, inventor, and the 
Entr’aide du Cinema, a mutual wel- 
fare group. These people want to 
step into the place left open by the 
declining Chambre Syndicale and by 
the failure of Henri Clerc’s indie 
organization movement. 

Meanwhile the distribs’ associa- 
tion, in which American companies 
are leading spirits, is struggling to 
fron out detail difficulties involved 
in getting going. Hasn't yet got 
headquarters, but chiefs of member 
organizations are meeting weekly to 
talk over their troubles. 

Departure of Ernest Koenig, re- 
signed Warner French chief, is a 
blow to the outfit, of which he was 
one of the leading spirits. 


STRIKE THREAT GETS 
DUTY SLICE IN CAIRO 


May 12. 
on the 


Cairo, 


Government has relented 


film importation question and has 
decided to slice in half the new 
duty. Figure drops from $25 to 


$12.50 per kilogram on imported cel- 
luloid. 

Clamoring campaign of 
tors hnd importers here, with a 
threat of a general strike, brought 
the cut. Still considerable squawk- 
ing, however, for further reduction. 


Lawyers Must Avoid 
Newsreels in Paree 


Paris, May 20. 
Association doesn't 
faces to be 


distribu- 





Local Bar 
want its lawyers’ seen 


on the screen any more. 


Celebrated French court orators, 
such as Henri Torres and Moro- 
Giafferri, have been in demand by 


newsreel companies to do introduc- 
tions to stories on famous criminal 


trials. 

But recent meeting of Bar As- 
sociation's executive committee 
passed an anti-advertising rule 


which prevents any more film work 
by anyone who wants to plead in 
court. 


Barkas Starts Work 
On ‘Life of Rhodes’ 


Capetown, April 30. 
Gaumont-British 
work on the 


Barkas, 
started 
Rhodes.’ 


Geoffrey 
director, has 


film‘ Life of Principal 


hindrance has been the restrictions 
placed on cattle by the Rhodesian 
government due to foot and mouth 
disease. 

Barkas is located at Godati, in the 
Matopoo Hills, Southern Rhodesia 
where he is shooting scenes depict- 
ing historical events. Expected that 


the work over a month. 


will cover 








Col.’s Anzac Setup 


Joe Seidelman, 


chief, is 


Columbia's foreign 

New York after 
two months in Sydney. While there 
he bought out Greater Australasian 
giving Col 
Anti- 


back in 


Films for his company, 


five active exchanges in the 
podes. 

John Jones, head of GAF, is out, 
but otherwise the setup down under 
will remain as is. Cecil Mason, Co- 
lumbia’s Australian rep, will be in 
complete charge, 

John McCurdy, who was in Syd- 
ney for Col on special assignment 
for the past eight months, has left 
the company and is en route back 
to New York by way of the Far 
East with an indie film. 


SYDNEY PRODS 
LIKE NEW 
QUOTA 


Sydney, May 2. 
are elated with 





Local producers 
the N.S.W. government's local quota 
and are readying 
tive work to meet the exhibs' 


schedules for ac- 
re- 
quirements. 

Cinesound,. according to Stuart F. 
Doyle, is letting its studio out to 
the indies, but may break into pic 


production again with name talent. 
Ken Hall, director, just returned 
from America, went there under in- 
structions to offer the studio to the 
American majors. 

F. W. Thring is expected to trans- 
fer his activities to N.S.W. should 
the Victorian government refuse to 
fall in line and pass quota legis- 
lation, Thring has not made a film 
in some months, stating he would 
not do so until some protection was 
cffered the local men. 

Units which tried hard to get go- 
ing prior to the government’s action 
will now make another attempt to 
win over enough capital. 

No evidence has come to light to 
show that any American major will 
come down here to make any local 
quickies. 





French Like Prospect 


Of Inter. Film C of C 





Paris, May 19. 
French trade association circles 
are all pepped up over decision of 
Lerlin Film Congress to form an 
international Chamber of Commerce 
for the industry. Idea is*that if 
I'rench filmers are going to be con- 
fronted in meetings with German 
and Italian competitors they'll have 
to put their own house in order or 
be condemned to a back seat. 
Henri Clerc, deputy and author, 
is being boomed as the French dele- 
gate to the International outfit. 
Clere garnered a flock of publicity 
by reporting the doings of the con- 





gress for trade papers here. 
U. ; pan Peace 
Wishineten. May 28. 
Guarantee of no future duty in- 
creases on the import of American 
films in Sweden was arranged in a 
reciprocal trade agreement signa- 
tured Saturday (25) here. Pact 


awaits ratification of Swedish Par- 


liament to become effective. 


New agreement between the two 
countries freezes the duty at the 
present rate of $4.20 per kilogram. 

LEIGH-WB DICKERING 
Hollywood, May 28. 

Rowland Leigh, back from Eng- 
land, is negotiating with Warners 
for a possible one or two picture 
writing contract. 

While east Leigh wrote the book 
for a musical which will be pro- 
duced by the Shuberts. 
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METRO BUILDING IN 8S. A.? 


‘Sethe Golan peers to Schles- 
inger Chain 


April 30. 
Arthur 


Capetown, 
Strongly rumored that 
Schemes are mooted for 
erecting several cinemas 
principal towns, 
Johannesburg already has an M- 
G-M theatre. 
This will mean a strong 
tion to the Schlesinger interests. 


HOLLYWOOD ON 
THE BLACK SEA 


Moscow, May 10. 


Board of Directors of the Soviet 
Film Industry has decided to build 
its own Hollywood. Over 40 ex- 
peditions yearly are being sent out 
by the various Soviet film studios 
in search of sunlight and good 
weather, which are neccessary for 
natural filming. Each expedition 
necessarily carries along a whole 
‘army’ of people—actors, artists and 
auxiliary staff, which falls as a 
heavy burden on the cost of produc- 
tion. 

It is to cut down expenses that 
the authorities have decided to 
equip a permanent base for the film 
industry in the south. Film City, 
which is going to be built either 
near Soukhum in Abkhasia, Cau- 
casus or near Odessa, in 1936, will 
be a model film center, with all the 
newest possible equipment, 

Natural surroundings of Abkha- 
sia are thought to be most suitable 
for the purpose. Massive forestry, 
sea, rivers, subtropical vegetation 
with palms and banana trees along- 
side snow-capped mountains are 
the natural adjuncts. 


Folies, in French, 


Starts Off Well 


over here. 


opposi- 








in tre 


}capital of 


| 
| 
| 





In Paris Smallie 


Paris, May 20. 
Bergere’ (UA), in its 


is breaking house 
Passed an 


‘Folies 
French version, 
records at the Colisee. 
estimated $8,090 for first week, 
bids fair to continue at same rate. 

Murry Silverstone, United Artists’ 
European chief, came over from 
London to watch the opening, and 
William Goetz, in Paris awaiting 
Normandie’s maiden voyage, also 
attended. Execs were watching the 
film carefully, since it is Twentieth 
Century's first Hollywood Frencher, 
and wanted to see if it will be 
worth while to make any more like 
it. 

Pie was opened at a small show- 
case instead of a big boulevard 
house, because of a deal made with 
the Gaumont circuit for general dis- 
tribution. Colisee is a Haik show- 
case, run by the Gaumont receivers 
on a double bankruptcy rebound, 
and the Gaumont crowd wants to 
keep it there all summer if possi- 
ble, and then, with return of good 
business in fall put it in to the big 
program houses, and Gaumont 
Palace, and follow with the regu- 
lar circuit. 
whether this backwards 
uting will work out 


tex 


distrib- 


Remains to be seen! 
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Bernard and Emile Natan Resign 


From Pathe-Natan: 





New Anzac Filmer 


Sydney, May 2. 
Latest film company to come into 
the field here is Film Players Cor- 
poration, Ltd., carrying a nominal 


$250,000 divided into 
Directors include Sir 
W. J. Bradley, George 
Diamond, D. M. 


100,000. shares. 
John Butters, 
Rayner, Richard 


Evans, and Douglas tibbands- 
Brown. 
Harry Southwell is director of 


productions; with B. N. Lewin as 
producer, and Denzil Batchelor dia- 
log and film editor. 

Company proposes to begin work 
one month after allotment with first 
pic to be released within six months. 
No expensive studios are to be 
erected, and capital used for pro- 
duction only. Said that already re- 
leases have been provided for in 
Australia and Great Britain. 


FILM BANK IN 
FRENCH PIC 
BIZ REORG 


Paris, May 19 
lilm industry bank with govern- 
which the local trade 
has been agitating for years, is re- 


ported provided for in the cinema 
trade reorganization plan soon to be 
presented to the Chamber of Depu- 
ties Finance Committee by Deputy 
Maurice Petsche. 

State would found a credit insti- 
tution for discounting of film paper 
at normal rates. Government also 
would help the industry by renting 
it low rates the Gaumont studios at 
La Villette, which have fallen into 
government hands since the Gau- 
mont-IFranco Film-Aubert bank- 
ruptcy. 

New capitalization 
reconstituted by 
reportedly set at about $2,000,000. 
State would have control as credi- 
tor, and present dope is that no par- 
ticular financial group will have 
stoce sath privileges. 





ment backing, 


of Gaumont, 


to be the State, is 


‘Extase,’ ‘Bengal Lancer, 


Rio’s Best B. 0. Films 


Rio de Janeiro, May 10. 
Current successes at local houses 
include ‘Extase,’ Czech film, banned 


from the U. S. and distributed here 
by Universal and ‘Lives of a Bengal 
Lancer’ (Par). Both were held over 
indefinitely on first runs. 

Novelty of the moment is the first 
production of Abdul Wahab Films, 
of Cairo, entitled ‘The White Rose,’ 
with songs in Arabic. Drawing full 
houses from among the city’s many 


thousand Arab inhabitants, 

‘The Gay Divorcee’ (Radio) has 
just opened with prospects of a 
successful run, 





New Film Studio Going Up in Rio; 
Boosts Hope for Better Production 


Rio de Janeiro, May 109. 

The national film industry is ex- 
pecting a boost with the construc- 
tion of a large studio in Rio, plans 
for which are on the verge of com- 
pletion. Local film people say it will} 
be the birth of a serlous commer- 
cial production in Brazil and indi- 
cate that the government is behind 


| the plan to some extent, Assurances 


are given that modern equipment 
will be imported from the U. S. 
National picture 
stymied at the moment, by their 
onfession, despite the fact that 
ibitors are forced to show a 
national 


own c 
tne exn 


percentage of 


ograms. These are mostly educa- 
tional shorts showing lumbering in 
the Amazons, snake farming in 
Sao Paulo, life in the Agricultural 


| 


i ests of Argentina. 
companies are | 


films on all} 


(‘ollege of Minas Geraes, on fishing 
boats, cattle ranches and anywhere 
they let a camera in. Musical shorts, 


featuring local singers, are scarce. 


Trouble with domestic filming 
mostly is lack of equipment and 
technical experience, Meanwhile, 
Hollywood has a big edge over the 


European companies, with interest 
here frankly turned to the U. S. as 
compared with the European inter- 
dis- 
Tnfin- 
from 


first 


Same time 
tributors haven't forgotten ‘I 
ished Symphony,’ which 
Germany, ran nine w 


d grossed about 


came 
; 

eens on 

$125,000. 


U. S. films, the audi- 
daily meat, especially tho 
* too dependent on conv 


-cracks which are untran: 


+ 


| 
| 
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ounce Reorg 


Paris, May 238 

Bernard and Emile Natan have 
both resigned from the active di- 
r ion of Pathe-Natan and a re- 
organization has been announced, 
New group goes in headed by 
| Edouard Worms, financier associa- 
ated with the Grand Maison de 
Blane and other local enterprises. 
This is the first direct result of 


consistent stockholders’ attacks on 
Bernard Natan, firm's head, for the 
past six months, and his indictment 
on charges of violating laws govern- 
ing French corporations. Emile is 
Bernard's brother. 

With the new setup, capital of the 
film company, the biggest in France 
and at one time considered the big- 
gest on the Continent, will be re- 
duced by about 75¢ Present 
capitalization is nominally $7,000,000, 

If the liquidation proposed is car- 
ried out new preferred stock valued 
at $2,000,000 will be issued and re- 
served for the old stockholders, 
whose shares would be credited 
towards purchase at a value of $2.75 
each. 

This has led to further attacks 
by Robert Dirler, president of ‘the 
stockholders’ defense association, 
who has been the leader of the at- 
tack on Natan. Dirler’s argument 
is that Natan has no legal right to 
quit without a showdown and that 
Worms is really a friend of Natan 
and would be acting for him. Con- 
tends that Natan cannot turn over 
to Worms or anyone else the power 
that should be derived only from 
the body of stockholders as a whole, 

One result of the current rumpus 
is that a partial rupture has been 
made in the attachment between 
Bernard Natan and Henri Diamant- 
Berger, his chief aide up to a few 
weeks ago. Diamant-Berger has of- 
ficially switched away from P-N 
and gone over to Adolphe Osso’s 
new indie production-distribution 
film company, although it is re- 
ported that he is still retaining a 
finger in the Pathe-Natan pie and 
may be back when things quiet 
down, 


ANZAC B. 0. SLIGHTLY 
OFF; YANK PIX LEAD 


Sydney, May 2. 

Slight slip in biz now that the 
holiday spirit hgs departed, together 
with an exodus of the butter-an’- 
eggers from the country. Yankee 
pics are the mainstay with ‘One 
Night Love’ (Col), ‘Broadway Bill’ 
(Col), ‘Merry Widow’ (MG), ‘Clive 
of India’ (UA), ‘Here Comes Navy’ 
(WB) :Mrs. Wiggs’ (Par) and 
‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ (B&D) the best 
of the English trade. 

‘Heritage’ (B.E.) is the only 
film current. 


local 


Melbourne, May 2. 
Sest films from a b. o. standpoint 
here are ‘Merry Widow’ (MG), ‘Mrs. 
Wiggs’ (Par), ‘One Night Love’ 
(Col), ‘The Camels Are Coming’ 
(G-B), ‘Anne of Green Gables’ 

(Radio) and ‘Nell eure (B&D). 

New Zealand, May 2. 
Auckland and Wellington report 
splendid biz with ‘Merry Widow’ 
(M-G), ‘Be ee Lancer’ (Par), ‘Lit- 
tle Minister’ (Radio), ‘Evelyn Pren- 
(MG), ‘Kid Millions’ (UA), 
(MG), ‘Night of Love’ 
‘First World War’ (Fox), 


tice’ 
‘Darretts’ 
(Col), and 


Garrick to Pix 

May 19. 
for 
Garrick 
the proprietor, A. E. Ab- 


legit house, 


London, 
Plans have been completed 
the reconstruction of the 
theatre by 
rahams. Heretofore a 
it will be rebuilt into a picture the- 
atre, with a seating capacity of 
1,500, and be ready for opening 
early in 1936. 


Although no deal has yet been 
made, it is understood John Max- 
well’s theatre holding corporation 
wil! have a l-ase of the premises. 


Bavetta en 


J. Carlo Bavet a, ¢ irench head 
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With GRETA NISSEN 


‘Just the tit-bits movie fans are fighting 
for.” —SUNDAY GRAPHIC 
“Greta Nissen’s scene with a cage of 
tigers is ® real thrill,” —DAILY HERALD 
“Crowded with Incident, teeming wit 
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18 VARIETY 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


It’s lace week over here, an idea 
of Russell Markert’s, producer of a 
stage table d’hote bearing the label 
of ‘Land of Lace.’ It’s in five por- 
tions and adds up to a tasteful, 
pleasing session which affords the 
kind of relief for the current pic- 
ture, ‘Escape Me Ne ver’ (B&D-UA). 
Picture is long and- inclines to the 
moodier side of things, while the 
stage produciion has a lightness and 
color, sans pretentiousness, which 
affords balance. Altogether, includ- 
ing a new Silly Symphony, ‘Cookie 
Carnival’ (UA), and a ‘Pagliacci’ 
overture with a= soloist, Robert 
Weede, the show fills the bill nicely. 

Markert starts his presentation 
pot-pourri off with the _ ballet 
against effective lace drops in a 
striking routine. Three girls step 
out for featured position, but fail 
to impress. Music Hall Glee Club 
(24 men) and Nita Carol, coloratura, 
are No. 2 on the five-part show. 
The men are in white coats, black 
trousers and. straws, lending a 
summery touch to the proceedings. 
Singing ensemble provides one of 
the socks of the show, but it re- 
mains for a couple acrobats, Park 
and Clifford, to cop the big applause 
honors. 

P. and C. team is on twice as long 
as they should be, and for the first 
half of their routine don’t appear to 
be outdistancing competitors in the 
endurance-acro line, but they end 
strong with a few tricks that cinch 
a hand. Some stalling is evident 
at the beginning, but the two last 
endvrance stunts are genuine and 
lifts this pair to.a high spot in their 
fie!d. zace background for the 
acrobats is a network of buildings 
on a small drop. Looks a little 
cheap. 

Giersdorf Sisters do two numbers 
in the next scene, the first their 
best because the diction and har- 
mony elements are better than on 
the other. Girls are on a revolving 
stare which brings around the final 
background for the finale, which in- 
cludes a dance team, Mario and 
Floria, as well as the Rockettes. 
This is of a huge lace fan, with the 

lockettes, in a half-moon forma- 
tion, taking on the appearance of 
the celluloid spokes of such a fan 
and creating a picture. They step 
down later for another almost flaw- 
less routine. Finale both impres- 
sive and colorful, including for the 
sign-off a tableau of fan figures 
which are brought up behind a 
scrim so as to appear as a part of 
the fan itself. 

Business very good Friday night 
when a large portion of the audi- 
ence, many of them apparently fans 
of Elizabeth Bergner, applauded her 
picture. Whole first mezzanine was 
sold out to a theatre party. Char. 





CENTURY, BALTO 


Baltimore, May 24. 

Extremely lengthy five-acter this 
week, and, because it is not, in the 
round, a very good show, seems 
much longer. First four frames 
failed to deliver enough to suit mob 
and was not until concluding act 
Dludgeoned through to ’em, that 
they stopped and opened up with 
some recognition. 

Jeanette Hackett and Ivan Trie- 
gault started off with flash act. 
There’s some thought behind first 
routine, presenting twain as just- 
wedded pair, but they commence 
with a song that cannot be heard 
beyond first few pews; long song, 
too, so most of mob will not warm 
up when they go into a ballroom 
waltz. Then, better impresh with a 
fast team tap dance. While away 
changing garb. Frank Judnick 
slips on for some fair accordioning. 
Then team returns for what was 

pretty mild danse moderne. Act 
carries a corking set in ‘full.’ 

Dolly Kay, very large iass with 
deep throaty pipes, followed, work- 
ing into mike and hiding half her 
face behind it. Probably her most 
effective metier is torch-singing, but 
she gave all type chants a try. 
Should indulge in fewer of those 
sweeping gestures. Man accomps 
at piano. 

Eddie Hanley hosted at this june- 
ture with a hodge-podge comedy 
act that didn't do overly well. 
Seemed to have material a bit out- 
of-date. A stooge in goof garb, 
Harry Tillman, is sort of wasted by 
stuff he peddles. A girl, Louise Gay, 
straights for Hanley for a bit, also 
has a routine that looks like toe- 
dance till it is discovered she too 
seldom lifts on toes to earn classi- 
fication. Act rather meanders, then 
closes with Hanley and Miss Gay 
doing a n.s.h. burlesked adagio. 
Needs some sterling material, and 
a little cutting down on running 
time should help also. 

Sam Hearn, the ‘Schlepperman’ of 
the Jell-O (Jack Benny) broadcasts, 
followed in the headlining berth, 
sticking for 12 minutes to decidedly 
light response. Uses a mike in 
‘one,’ with unbilled man for feeder. 
Mid-way and at close, Hearn fiddles 
a bit; rest of time he chatters with 
his straight-man, who is early es- 
tablished as a reporter seeking an 
interview. - What chiefly hampers 
act is fact material consists of 
whiskered wheezes that have long 
since lost all wallop. 

Closing turn, California Collegians 
(7), grabbed all the’ garlands. 
Looked pretty desolate when cur- 
tains parted and disclosed the small 
band on the full stage. But when 
the boys got over their opening 


ieee eee TT 





fexercise of playing medley of ‘Ro- 
| be rta’ tunes in serious manner, and 
started in on their madcapper) 
stage seemed scarcely big enough 
Don't, possibly, make the most out 
of that bit which sees the lads cos- 
tuming selves as Hitler, Gandhi, 
Penner, Marx, Santa Claus, Gable 
and Vallee. Ends rather limply, and 
needs big sock for conclusion. High- 
light is closer to turn, when the 
crew does bit it did in the legit 
revue of few seasons back, ‘50,000,- 
000 Frenchmen,’ depicting Circus 
Day.’ A carload of cackles embraced 
in it, with stunts looking pretty 
nifty after all these intervening 
years, 

On screen feature is ‘Flame 
Within’ (MG), flanked by a Mickey 
Mouse reel and Metro newsreel. 
Harvey Hammond's organlog pre- 
luded the vaude show. Biz very 
mild first show, opening day. 








ROXY, N. Y. 


To go with Universal's ‘Mr. 
Dynamite,’ the Roxy this week has 
a stage show put together by 
Fanchon & Marco which embraces 
Armida, the Mexican senorita; An- 
thony and Rogers, wop comics; 
Jimmy Hadreas, the dancer; The 
Four Trojans, Don Davis and the 
Fred Allen program amateurs. It 
manages to provide fair entertain- 
ment without getting off the well- 
trodden pathways. 

Armida’s voice sounds very good. 
She gets a lot out of it. And she 
works hard. In fact, it remains 
true of this lively soubrette that 
she just misses being explosive. She 
remains forever held down and back 
Ly lack of material and stage di- 
rection. Her vivacity, sense of 
comedy, daintiness and feminine 
pertness otherwise suggests greater 
importance than she now enjoys. 

She followed Anthony and 

Rogers, who were not listed on the 
printed programs. These two men 
employ the comedy technique and 
the gags of 15 years ago. In fact, 
it’s virtually true to say the act 
and the type of vaudeville is so ob- 
solete that it’s almost starting to 
be new again. Few turns of this 
category have survived the wearing 
down since 1929. 
They come running on from the 
wings and anchor themselves to the 
microphone and then go into a rou- 
tine of gags set to music. This is 
practically unintelligible. After 
that the boys tackle the verbal 
cross-fire. It’s like a page out of 
the Harding administration, but 
they obtained fair results from the 
Roxy. For houses this size they 
should talk louder and punch their 
gags stronger. Obviously, experi- 
enced old-timers, it’s a pity they 
haven't kept their gag file up to 
date. . 
Jimmy Hadreas interrupts his 
very good hoofing with some very 
inconsequential singing. But to 
take away the lyrics would take 
away his act, and maybe the ma- 
jority won’t mind. Don Davis’ tom- 
Yoolery with the fiddle was liked, 
and the astounding acrobatics of 
the Four Trojans was logical to 
precede the drapes. Freddy Mack 
ringmastered with clear diction, and 
the Gae Foster brigade copped 
some response. 

Three Lads, so-called, are the 
radio amateurs. They wore velvet 
pants and artistic satin blouses with 
sashes. Which is showmanship in 
Pittsburgh. Their work on stringed 
instruments is okay, but they re- 
tain their pristine classification on 
poise and stage deportment. If they 
never get another week they’ve still 
made Broadway. Land. 


\ 
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Paramount, St. Paul 


St. Paul, May 24. 

George Givot headlines here this 
week-end and though it’s his first 
time in St. Paul, this radio name 
with the fruit-stand dialect gar- 
nered an audience reception that 
brought out the lobby ropes. 

Bill throughout was nicely paced. 
Paramount Adorables, a line of 12 
young and lovely femmes, who have 
augmented the vaude bills here for 
the past 12 weeks in dance en- 
sembles trained by Zina de Valdi 
of the Chicago theatre, have been 
yanked for the summer. Too bad, 
‘cause they’ve been nice. Manager 
Ayer, however, has trotted out a 
find in Mildred Parker, who, as an 
‘extra added attraction,’ warbled 
four pop numbers to orchestral ac- 
companiment. Went over solid and 
merits a build-up. 

Openers on the regular bill were 
Three Queens, a trio of fast-step- 


ping, prettily-garbed gais. Good 
terping and lots of flash. Carter 
and Holmes, in the deucer, 


whammed over a mixture of goofy 
chatter and near-mayhem acro- 
batics. Their takeoff on a coupla 
present-day grunters had the crowd 
in stitches. 

Bernard and Henrie, two girls 
who “an sing, came on next. 
Handled blue lyrics smoothly and 
had to beg off. Then came Givot, 
who caught the mob to such a de- 
gree he had to call time out be- 
tween gags. Closers were Seven 
Wonder Girls, whirlwind roller 
skating group. Put on a few hair- 
raisers that won gasps from the 
watchers, 

‘Our Little Girl’ (Fox) was the 
feature, with a Mickey Mouse and 
a Technicolor short added. Biz 
hey-hey when caught. Raschick. ,. 
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PALACE, CHI 


Chicago, May 25 

This week delivers a prime ex- 
ample of the difference between 
radio and vaude performers on a 
stage, and radio comes out of the 
mess a weak and wobbly second. 
So wobbly, in fact, that the radio 
workers completely made a con- 
glomeration of specialties adding up 
to very unbalanced entertainment. 
If it were not for the three vaude 
acts inserted, show, which is billed 
as all Gus Arnheim band, there 
wouldn't have been any show at all. 

It was really heart-breaking to 
watch the strictly radio workers of 
the Downey Sisters, Maxine Tap- 
pen and Jimmy Newell’ type 
struggling against sure defeat. 


Those three Downey Sisters are 
easy on the eyes and the warbling 
gets by, but they ruin their own 
chances by the amateurish styling 
and performance. They were more 
intent on backing away from the 
microphone to take their bows than 
to get their song across, and as 
the result no song they sang even 
got over properly. 

Also pitifully amateurish in per- 
formance was Maxine Tappen who, 
with Johnny Hamilton, tried to sell 
some comedy tunes. Hamilton 
doubles from the saxophone and 
with his studied comedy gestures 
was as unimpressive. 

There was more of the same, 
Jimmy Newell sounds as if he 
might have a fine radio voice, but 
his ring-twisting nervousness in 
front of this audience should not be 
permitted. Finally, the other doub- 
ling bandsman, Woody Herman, did 
somewhat better with the ‘Drunk- 
ard’ song but still unmistakably 
stamped with non-professional 
weakness. 

Audience demanded speeches from 
each of the three regular vaude 
acts before they could get away. 
First of these was the dance 
team of John and Edna Torrence, 
back in town after about two years 
absence. Before that they used to 
play practically stock at the Chi- 
cago and Oriental for Balaban & 
Katz. Now they’re at the rival 
Palace, but this audience remem- 
bered them. They were a minor 
riot in their two numbers, a waltz 
number and a «ollegiate caricature. 

George Tapps, also a returner, 
back in town after a sojourn at the 
Chez Paree about a month or so 
ago, got over solidly on his danc- 
ing. Gene Sheldon’s deadpan clown- 
ing at the banjo had them ga-ga. 

These acts are all familiar in this 
town, but despite this were out- 
standing because of their at least 
basic knowledge of what vaude 
means. 

Arnheim band, in itself was, of 
course, okay. Played well and 
pleasantly through a series of num- 
bers. But what chances the band 
may have had through the entire 
60 minutes were made impossible 
by the brutally flabby array of ra- 
dio specialties, 

Picture was ‘Break of Hearts’ 
(Radio). Business good last show 
Friday. Gold. 





FOX, PHILADELPHIA 


Philadelphia, May 25. 

Show this week at the Fox 
should click much better with eve- 
ning audiences than with matinee 
crowd. As caught the opening day, 
Bob Hope’s ‘Intimate Revue’ seemed 
to go over the heads of the sparse 
audience, largely femme, and that 
audience was probably representa- 
tive of the Fox’s daytime at- 
tendance. Pic is ‘The Daring Young 
Man,’ an ordinary programmer 
which, however, seemed more to 
their liking. 

Hope has a neat and well-as- 
sembled show, composed, for the 
most part, of young talent and 
moving speedily and easily with a 
judicious spotting of talent and ar- 
rangement of acts. Hope came on 
lirst with a brief introduction, and 
then going right into the show. 

Opened with the Three Hearts, 
two blondes and a brunette, who do 
a capable if not outstanding unison 
tap. Next came Honey Child, whv 
didn’t do much of anything in par- 
ticular and was only on for a brief 
minute. She gagged with Hope in 
that short time and their glib patter 
fell dead on the mat crowd. Tony 
Reed and Louise Melee follow with 
a nicely routined tap dance that 
clicked. 

Then Hope made his first real 
contribution to the program with a 
line of his own, peculiar fast and 
sophisticated patter. It was good, 
but lines that wowed ’em in ‘Ro- 
berta’ didn’t get a titter here. 

Vivian Barlow, following, topped 
with her interpretations of screen 
stars. The inevitable Zasu Pitts, 
Mae West, and Garbo were sup- 
plemented with an interesting imi- 
tation of Katharine Hepburn, a 
corking one of Una Merkel and 
finally, as an encore, her only male 
impersonation—Lionel Barrymore. 
This radio recruit (Bowes’ ama- 
teur hour) works smoothly and, if 
she fails in anything, it is that her 
characterizations are all too short. 

Second stooge of the unit (count- 
ing Honey Child with her southern 
drawl as the first) came next. Name 
of Popikoff, he had a session with 
Hope that was genuinely funny— 
and short. 

Reed and Miss Melee on again, 
nicely combining ballroom and tap 





dancing and presenting a nice ap- 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


pearance. Then came Delores 
Reade (only appearance) W ho 
warbled in a nice contralto and 
giggled at Hope's clowning. A tall 
demure miss whose first song was 
better than her second. More Hope 
and then the finale in which all ap- 
pear. 

Show lasts just an hour and has 
class written all over it. Only 
trouble, as noted, is that some of its 
material is too fly for the pic house 
mob. They go for the dancing, es- 
pecially for the Reed-Melee combo 
whose shim sham shimmy gets 
plenty of attention. This pair 
have a nice flair for comedy as 
well as hoofing. Waters, 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


Stage show this week offers more 
names than punchy entertainment. 
In addition to Eva LaGallienne 
making her picture house debut 





there’s Georgie Jessel and Ger- 
trude Niesen. The combination 


makes an imposing alignement 
along the marquee, but the going 
Friday night indicated that, even 
with the class trade that the legit 
actress is expected to draw on her 
own, the box office will have no easy 
time justifying the boost in the 
stage payroll to over the $10,000 
mark. ‘The Girl From 10th Avenue’ 
(WB) is the feature, 

Ostensibly to make certain that 
her week's stan@ won't take on the 
aspect of anything but a personal 
appearance, Miss LeGallienne picked 
her script from among the moth- 
balls and old lavender, It’s Sutro’s 
one-acter, ‘The Open Door.’ The 
flowery language of the 19th cen- 
tury drawing room, the artless and 
obvious plot and the pacing of the 
dialog between herself and Donald 
Cameron, the lone support, combine 
to make the turn a 20-minute yawn 
for any film house audience, 

George Jessel sells himself effec- 
tively in his three interludes with 
his mastery at diverting ‘em mak- 
ing itself especially noticeable dur- 
ing the passage of talk and song 
that follows the LeGalliene item. It 
is a case of lifting ’em into a bois- 
terous and lively high, with the 
comic collecting handsomely on the 
sendoff. Jessel also contributes 
nicely to the encore that winds up 
an ear-tickling cycle of pop tune 
interpretation by Gertrude Niesen. 

Stanley Twins score heaps of ap- 
preciation with their shadow dance, 
Huling’s Seal gets ’em for a goodly 
round of chuckles with its mimicry 
and juggling capers, while Stuart 
and Lea hit it off suavely in a ball- 
room number which serves as the 
climax to a crack mixture of move- 
ment and color by the Danny Dare 
line of 24 girls. Odec. 


STATE, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, May 23. 

With ‘Goin’ to Town’ delivering 
the punch, this house currently 
doesn’t need much in the way of 
stage support, and even the most 
enthusiastic p.a. probably wouldn't 
claim heavyweight entertainment 
qualities for the flesh-and-blood 
vaudeville array. Outside of George 
Givot, there’s nothing that means 
anything as a draw and no particu- 
larly outstanding performers. B.o. 
value of Givot through radio and 
stage prominence may be a question 
for debate, but the ‘Grikk Ambassa- 
dor’ gets across nicely. 

Fred Heiseke, pit orchestra con- 
ductor, continues to announce the 
acts, starting proceedings crudely 
and amateurishly with the explana- 
tion, ‘we open our stage show with 
Three Queens, six feet of pep.’ Be- 
fore the stage show proper, how- 
ever, Muriel Parker, a neat looker, 
sings a medley of pop numbers in 
the pit and finds a friendly audience. 

The Three Queens are a trio of 
feminine tap dancers attractively 
attired in brown trousers and Eton 
jackets. A shimmy tap number 
along with jazz clogging and an as- 
sortment of fast and difficult steps 
is included in the offering, which 
would be improved by a little more 
variety. 

Carter & Holmes, two young men 
who peddle comedy acrobatics and 
dancing, deuce it acceptably. They 
wind up with a really funny bur- 
lesque wrestling match after one of 
the pair has simultaneously played 
a mouth organ, ukelele and tap 
danced, while the other has con- 
tributed a series of amusing falls. 
No worlds are set afire by Bernard 
& Henry, Amazonian young women, 
but their pop and sentimental song 
numbers seem to set well. One 
number, ‘Reincarnation of Mae 
West,’ is particularly appropriate. 

Next to closing, Givot delivers his 
moderately amusing monologue 
through a mike. Scrambled English 
is, of course, his chief stock in trade, 
but his patter is sprinkled with a 
number of good gags—albeit, many 
of ancient vintage. A first-rate 
single turn, this, but not quite 
strong enough for the pre-shut spot 
on big-time. 

Seven Wonder Girls conclude, 
offering daring and thrilling feats 
on roller skates. Manner in which 
they whirl about, suspended by legs, 
ankles or arms, is hazardous if not 
novel. The screen program, in ad- 
dition to the feature, contains a 
Betty Boop cartoon comedy, a 
Grantland Rice ‘Sportlight,’ Para- 
mount Varieties and Paramount 
News—plenty of show for 40c top 





and a large audience at the show 
caught. Rees. 





Holborn Empire, London 


London, May 13. 

Bill this week has several radio 
rames, a few importations and one 
vaudeville name that is gradually 
building up. But business, first 
show, far from capacity. 

Two reasons to account for lack 
of patronage, Jubilee and daylight 
saving, but no doubt business will 
build as the week progresses. 

As an opener, Taro Naito, Jap 
hand and foot juggler, serves his 
purpose, Does his work jin the usual 
finished style of his race. 


Clifford and Rhode, comedy team, 
and both working hard to score; 
at times too hard. Standard that’s 
been around for years, with only 
reason for not making the grade 
being a lack of material. 

Follow a trio who in their hey- 
day headlined bills’ individually. 
Alice Lloyd, Daisy Wood and Rosie 
Lloyd, three sisters, despite the 
Wood monniker, Still get over on 
personality, not having to resort to 
sentiment. Rosie is the semi-ballad 
warbler; Alice the low comedy por- 
trayer, and Daisy the soubret. 

Les Allen with his Melody Four 
is a radio product. Starting as 
crooner in Harry Hall’s’ British 
Broadcasting Band, he is now a 
full-fledged film star, under con- 
tract to British-Gaumont. Lut with 
all that, he is no vaudeville com- 
modity. Croons, has a nice per- 
sonality, a tiny voice, and grows 
tired after a couple of numbers. 

Max Miller follows, departing 
from his usual next to closing spot, 
due to doubling. Miller ranks an 
easy favorite among English comics, 
and is now building up a film repu- 
tation. Not what he does, but the 
way he does it. Has the kind of 
impertinence which is always for- 
givable. A broad grin, an intimate 
style and confidential manner are 
his stock in trade. Always sure- 
fire here. 

Devito and Denny with Dorothy 
Stevens have plenty of sight come- 
dy, with boys crashing in on col- 
lapsible piano starting the _ riot. 
Here on second visit and getting 
plenty of laughs. The little they at- 
tempt at straight piano and violin 
stuff is overshadowed by the rough- 
house antics. Surfeit of laughs, but 
little applause. 

Nosmo King, opening intermis- 
sion, is the oldtimer Vernon Wat- 
son. Used to do a brazen takeoff of 
Frank Tinney, to every mannerism. 
Made a comeback through the ether, 
and still does blackface. Old gags, 
with some of the new ones indigo 
blue. 

Phyllis Robins is another from 
the Henry Hall outfit and quite a 
name now on her own. Adopts 
some of the Ruth Etting manner- 
isms, with an occasional touch of 
Gracie Fields for comedy. Does not 
overstay, and well liked. 


Raymond Baird, not programmed, 
obviously a mistake, as he is billed 
outside, is here on second visit. 
Plays two saxophones simultane- 
ously, and expertly, but still more 
melodious than some solo efforts. 


Art Frank, only newcomer here, 
gets next to closing spot. Follows 
everything op the bill, and Rich and 
Adair, who did a similar type of 
offerings here a few weeks ago. But 
with all that proves the highlight 
of the show. Plenty of funny an- 
tics. Can move his legs with the 
best of ’em, and never departs from 
the old rube character. Should 
have no trouble in lining up plenty 
of work here. Vivian Peterson, in 
support, is good for the eyes. 

Del __—iRios, man-woman whip 
crackers and lariat throwers, in 
stereotype routine, closing act. 





ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


Reduced scale at this borough the- 
atre at least drew ’em in for this 
matinee performance. Long before 
the first show was half over the 
place was filled with some standees 
in the aisles at the rear. Current 
program is nothing extra, however; 
in fact, is quiet fare for the most 
part. ‘The Informer’ (Radio) on the 
screen had the majority puzzled, and 
the ensuing five stage acts just held 
their own. 

Jean Deveraux’s dance flash (5) 
an opener which builds into some- 
thing better as it moves along. One 
male cavorts with two diminutive 
partners through an adagio routine 
which is heightened due to the 
double femme assistance. Rest is 
standard hoofing and toe work. Le 
Paul, card artist, pulls aces and 
kings out of the air at will, but kept 
it up much too long at this viewing. 

Three X Sisters treyed for atten- 
tion and getting tops from the audi- 
ence. Harmony warbling with some 
imitations on the side. All laughs in 
the show were confined to Harry 
Savoy’s next appearance. Stuttering 
style and mannerisms fanned some 
giggles into the mob for a brief 
spell. 

Mangean Troupe (7) goes Bava- 
rian in their acro offerings. Garb 
and set smacks of the Central Euro- 
pean hill billy stuff, which is differ- 
ent from the usual tumbling flash. 
Members perform skillfully on a 
springboard and fill their 10-minute 
spread with any number of corking 





flips. 
Show clocked at 65 minutes. Phil 
Fabello’s orchestra had a ‘moon’ 


overture for a starter. 
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PALACE, N. Y. 


Gocd show at the Pal this week 
for 2 change and better than good 
biz Friday night, with the manage- 
ment crediting ‘The Informer’ (Ra- 
dio), despite the admitted tepidness 
at Radio City Music Hall a fortnight 
ago and when opening at the RKO 
house in Newark the same day; 
but if the managerial theory is right, 
it must be shared equally with the 
Major Bowes amateurs. The ether 
fans were obviously out in numbers, 
waiting for the faves whom they 
recognize by name, even on the 
strength of a single appearance on 
a previous Chase & Sanborn hour. 

John S. Young, suave NBC an- 
nouncer, pilots the ‘amateurs,’ who 
impress anew with their semi-pro 
(or better) batting averages, gives 
out an effective builder-upper for 
C&S coffee, the NBC, the RKO cir- 
cuit’s endeavor to encourage new 
talent, and all the rest of it. 

To substantiate all this come Joe 
McDonald, Ria Perala, John Jewell 
and Mr. and Mrs. Frank the Barber, 
the latter a touch of C&S showman- 
ship in having built up a little 
friendly feuding between Singing 
Frank the Barber to the degree it 
caused his wife to complain he was 
getting swell headed, and could 
she likewise have a Major Bowes 
Amateur Hour mike opportunity. 
Needless to add, she clicks as big 
on the air, and in person. Bringing 
them: together on the Palace stage 
proved a smart trick, and the fans 
ate it up. 

Tapes were up from the supper 
show vight through until the 11 p. m. 
break, before the final screening of 
the film, after the amateurs went 
of. 

Regulaf show opens with the five 
Enos Troupe members in as many 
snappy minutes of Japanese pedal 
juggling and risley work. Colette 
Lyons, a bright comedicane in the 


deuce, is nicely foiled by a male 
straight. Her weak voice may have 


sounded weaker sans the mike, now 
part of almost any sort of vocaliz- 
ing, but it held ’em, Stayed 15 mins., 
and not too long. 


The Funnyboners from radio 
(Gordon, Dave and Bunny), nice 
three-man comedy combo, proved 
engaging with their original, self- 
authored material. There is a ver- 
satile interlude with the vocal and 
instrumental fol-de-rol. The scram- 
bled radio number was the weakest, 
too familiar in idea to hold up along- 
side of the trio’s truly fresh stuff 
otherwise, While not - altogether 
negative, compared to the ultra aura 
of the rest of it, they could skip this 
interlude to advantage. 


3ert Walton made much—too 
much—of comedy business with the 
galloping annunciator on the left, 
stretching it into an initial five min- 
utes before introducing the pale- 
faced, anemic-looking stooge who 
constitutes the major portion of 


the Walton item. The paleface 
whammed ‘’em with a_ sockaroo 
tenor. 


Danny Dare Dancers (New Acts), 
mixed double octet, closed and 
scored solidly. Obvious novitiates, 
they essayed everything in the book, 
and the congregation in the pews 
got the idea quick that the kids were 
trying hard to get along, and reacted 
accordingly. 

Of the amateurs, Joe McDonald’s 
mean tenoring of ‘One Night of 
Love’ and ‘Irish Eyes Are Smiling’ 
attested to his vocal culture when 
he‘s not tending cars at the Jones 
3each parking station. Ria Perala. 
Negro soprano, uncorked a pair of 
pipes that needed no mike to ampli- 
cation—in fact, that’s a good idea. 
She sang a spiritual and ‘Kiss Me 
Again’ in sequence, and likewise 
wowed. The John Jewell, banjoist, 
who gave out classic overtures and 
wound up with a wow jazz finish. 
Finalists were Frank and Mrs. Frank 
the Barb, with nifty vocalizing. 
Good choice of numbers, nice ad- 
dress, and they could be sent out as 
an act by themselves, fortified by 
the C&S ether buildup, especially in 
the deft manner that John S, Young 
retailed it. A trailer could be a pro- 
fessional substitute in Young’s place 
for future itinerary. The profes- 
sional pontentialities of all the 
Major Bowes selectionists are very 
promising and worthy of rotating as 
a unit beyond the split week they 
play at the Albee, Brooklyn, and this 
house. Abel. 


CRITERION, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 24. 

T. L. Talley, who recently re- 
sumed operation of the Criterion, is 
experimenting with various types 
of stage interludes, seeking some 
type of box office draw. Currently 
he is using a 40 min. unit, pro- 
duced by Mischa Guterson, com- 
prising nine talented juveniles, 
which is entertaining diversion for 


those who like this type of stage 
fare. 

Utilizing the narrow apron and 
grand staircase leading into the 
auditorium, unit goes through a 
strictly vaude routine, with Jackie 
Morrow, a nine-year-old imper- 


sonator of Joe Penner, doing a ca- 
pable job of emceeing 
Participants include Marvin Ra- 
vitz, tenor and pianist, who re- 
veals techniqua entertainment 
ability, if he can be hroken of habit 
of gesticulating with every note. 
Barbara Jean Wong, America 
Chinese cutie, sings in both English 


and 
anu 


nized 





and Chinese, and finishes up with 
acrobatic stepping. Leonard Sues 
blows a wicked trumpet; three 
Weidler boys yodel satisfactorily: 
Edythe Fellows sings an aria in 
Italian and then an English ballad 
proficiently, and Garrett Joplin 
closes with a nifty routine of tap- 
ping that promises to send him 
places. 

House is one of the few de lux- 
ers featuring an organist, but so 
far trade has not been any too 
healthy. An Andy Clyde comedy, 
‘In the Dog House,’ and Pathe News 
complete screen show. Edwa. 


EARLE, PHILA. 


Philadelphia, May 25. 

First-rate all-around bill at the 
Earle this week and Friday's audi- 
ence showed more animation than 
is usual for a daytime show. Pic 
is ‘Mr. Dynamite.’ Headliner of 
the vaude bill is Molly Picon, not 
so well known here as in other 
eastern cities, but who, neverthe- 
less, had a fine turn-out. This 
Jewish-American star seems to im- 
prove with time. At any rate, she 
never shone with such a combina- 
tion of artistry and entertainment 
value here before, 


First Picon number was an in- 
consequential, but amusing little 
thing about a ‘nervous lady.’ Then 
she jumped into something more 
noteworthy, called ‘Tenement Stairs,’ 
in which she paused at each land- 
ing to tell of the sights she saw on 
the various floors of the tenement. 
Her well-known ‘Busy Working 
Girl’ (used on the radio recently) 
followed and as an encore she did 
‘Eastside Symphony, a dramatic 
ballad that showed her at her emo- 
tional best for sock recognition. 

On the supporting bill there was 
real variety and some novelty. 
Herman Hyde, with an attractive 
feminine helper who was decora- 
tive if not useful, had plenty nov- 
elty. His wild and woolly musi- 
cal nonsense, in which every in- 
strument he attempted to play 
broke or exploded or did something 
unexpected, was something rather 
new here and clicked strongly. 

Bob Hall is an old friend, but his 
improvised jingles are a never- 
ceasing source of wonder. There's 
nothing new to report about his 
act, but certainly it hasn’t lost its 
appeal. 

Bill Wells, supported by the Four 
Fays, supplies the only dancing and 
does it neatly. Capable soft-shoe, 
plus some burlesque and eccentric 
stepping, with a little of the more 
formal measures for good luck, are 
to be found in this offering. 

The Gretanos, opening, deserve 
much more attention than most of 
their kind. Theirs is a whale of a 
wire act, with one pyramiding stunt 
on the wire that brings goose- 
pimples, also have a swell bicycle 
bit. Aerialists, in the best sense 
of the word, are these four men 
and a girl. It’s a real flash. 

Overture is a collection of Friml 
selections, All in all, a_ well- 
rounded and shrewdly spotted bill 
given class by Miss Picon. 

Waters. 


Metropolitan, B’klyn 


It so happens that in the first week 
of effectiveness of the customary 
Loew summer stage budget cut, the 
Metropolitan is stuck with a picture 
whose draw capabilities are no bet- 
ter than fair. Minus names, the 
stage bill this week won't pull ’emin 
great numbers, even though it’s sat- 
isfactory entertainment. ‘Mark of 
the Vampire’ (Metro) on the screen. 

Five acts, all more or less stand- 
ard and each doing well by itself, 
blend into a smartly paced vaude- 
ville layout. Sizable Sunday house 
appeared to find it very agreeable. 

Cookie Bowers is next to closing, 
fitting naturally in that spot now 
and giving it surprising heft for 
a type of single act that formerly 
belonged further down by unwritten 
booking office law. Bowers is well 
known around the New York the- 
atres now, through constant play- 
ing, and audiences seem to like him 
more each viewing. 

Three Kanes, who've been opening 
shows for quite a spell, open this 
one in their usual expert acrobatic 
fashion, and the acrobatics continue, 
only on comedy fashion, with 
Young, Worth and Wyle in the No. 
2. The three boys have a gentle 
routine consisting of such tricks as 
kicking each other all over the joint. 
That they still can sell the rough- 
house stuff, despite its having been 
practically murdered by much re- 
petition lately, attests to Y., W. & 
W.’s slapstick ability. 

California Revels, five girls and 
two boys, in a flash act that’s lived 
long before the average, gives the 
show’s closing spot the bulk that 
the early sections lack. Nice look- 
ing full stager and the participants 
are lively workers. Turn has been 


around more than two years now, 
which is a couple of lifetimes for a 
vaudeville flash nowadays. 


Al (Svengali) Siegel and Carolyn 
Marsh are third and over well. New- 
est Siegel protege sings pleasantly 


and depends, like the rest, quite a 
lot on the pianist’s arrangements. 
She’s so much ‘protege’ now, opin- 
ion on how Miss Marsh could go on 
her own must be deferred. What 


she has right now beyond doubt is 
plenty of good looks. Bige. 





MET, BOSTON 


Boston, May 24. 

This week Harry Gourfain has 
picked another band name, Ozzie 
Nelson, for stage lure and he has 
chosen wisely. Nelson doesn’t plas- 
ter himself all over the -init as do 
some of his contemporaries, While 
he’s on he’s doing something, and 
what he’s doing is helping out the 
unit, 


In one number, especially, this 
spirit of the act was noticeable. 
This was on a straight band num- 
ber when Nelson walked right off 
the stage and left the boys to them- 
selves. In the first half of this num- 
ber (‘Old Gray Bonnet’) the musi- 
cians played around with some hit 
licks to show their stuff, and to pol- 
ish off the bit. Nelson reappeared on 
the second half to vocal a bit and 
get in the swing. 


As a band it rates as the smart- 
est, best co-ordinated crew who 
have tooted from the Met rostrum 
this season, Enhanced by swell ar- 
rangements, the band played perfect 
background for Ozzie and Harriet 
Hilliard in their slice of the show. 
In the final production idea, in 
which the Elida Ballet did a combo 
picture-high kick number to ‘Sum- 
mer Romance,’ an arrangement by 
Sid Reinherz, house arranger, was 
used, and this proved to be no ex- 
ception to the rule of the day. 

At just the right spot Nelson 
brings on Miss Hilliard with a sim- 
ple announcement, They step direct- 
ly into a duet of ‘Goin’ Hollywood 
Over You.’ Snapper on the end of 
this one is having the band shout 
out about five ‘yes’ answers to Nel- 
son’s queries about the beauty of 
Miss Hilliard, and then on the last 
question discovering there’s one ‘no’ 
man in the band. 


There’s another duet and a solo 
each by Nelson and Hilliard. All 
good. Nelson’s special is a Scotch 
dialect thing that clicks, 

Featured mixed double team in 
the dance department are the. Rob- 
insons, both red heads. They are 
cleverly introduced by the Ballet 
girls in the reprise of their first 
number. The line gals split in two 
sections and each half brings on one 
half of the Robinson team. Gals 
stay with them through their tap 
number and then take them off, 
Robinson’s second number, later in 
the show, was sock material, a 
flashy tap, smartly routined. With- 
out the moving background of the 
Ballet they showed to better advan- 
tage, but on this one they were han- 
dicapped by zilchy purple costumes. 

Another bright spot in a bright 
show are Radcliff and Rogers, sepia 
showmen of ace rank. They sing 
(and sell) songs and pepper the act 
with patter and lazy polishing busi- 
ness around the piano. They get a 
big slice of time and rate it. 

The Randalls, billed as a waltz 
group, are an enigma in the setup. 
The two beauteous girls and their 
male partner are doubtless the 
finest ballroom two seen in the Hub 
since way back. But the kingpin 
man, obviously the boss of the act, 
takes his work too seriously. Tech- 
nically perfect in his terp, he car- 
ries himself like a fair-haired youth 
at a garden party, and that doesn’t 
click with the rugged muggs who 
came to see Ozzie Nelson through 
dance hall associations. Unsympa- 
thetic reception the Randalls got on 
the show caught was embarrassing 
to those who realized they were be- 
ing let in on some superlative danc- 
ing. Probably could win out in a 
production, but not in vaude. 

Finale idea of the show deserves 
praise, and that automatically goes 
to Gourfain, Nelson and Hilliard 
are on the apron dueting their final 
number, and few of the line girls 
are with them—and back on the 
stationary part of the stage are the 
rest of the company. As the show 
shutters, the audience suddenly 
awakes to the fact that the people 
down stage are actually on the hy- 
draulic pit, and this sinks them out 
of sight on the closing bars. Bal- 
ance of the company are blanked 
out by the traveler. Punchy effect 
that drew out deserved applause. 
Unit as a whole is well knit and 
diversified, 

Film: ‘People Will Talk’ 
Biz medium, 


(Par). 
Fon. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWS REELS 

Spot highlights of the 
melange are President Roosevelt's 
speech explaining his bonus veto 


and Father Coughlin’s invasion of 
New York in behalf of his National 
Union for Social Justice. Pathe ac- 
companies its excerpts from the 
President’s address-with flashes of 
his appearance on the rostrum of 
the House of Representatives and of 
civilian and vet listeners grouped 
around their radio sets. Appended 
to this clip is a Universal contri- 
bution in which Huey Long com- 
miserates with the ex-soldiers over 
the disappointment that the Presi- 


week's 


dent’s thumbdown must have 
caused. Paramount’s samples from 
the Detroit priest’s pow-wow in 
Madison Square Garden are ample 


enough to satisfy the curious 
Interestingly treated by both 
Pathe and Paramount is the gov- 
ernment’s migration of dust storm 
afflicted farmers to Alaskan fields 





while Fox and Universal provide a 
sequel to the behind the lat- 


case 


ter exodus by showing the cloud- 
bursts that recently hit Oklahoma 
and Texas and the blizzard that 
swept Colorado. Paramount takes 


eare of the war angle with a re- 
view of a mimic gas attack staged 
in Paris and the world of aviation 
gets its inning from an item from 
the same company’s library, ex- 
hibiting some shots of the ill-fated 


Soviet liner, the Maxim  Gorki, 
which were taken on her acceptance 
flight. 

King George’s jubilee comes in 
for a followup through three clips 
showing the ruler and his queen 
greeted by the children of London 
and his sons, the Prince of Wales 


and the Duke of York, respectively, 
doing the greeting honors for him 
in Cardiff, Wales, and Edinburgh, 
Lew Lehr and Teddy Bergman, the 
former for Fox and the other for 
Pathe, account for the major laugh 
moments for the week’s melange 
and their monologs on animal 
capers. Runner-up in the light fare 
is Max Baer, who, through Pathe, 
lives up to his clown rep around 
training quarters, Odec. 


LOEW’S STATE 


Flash and size of the Earl Car- 
roll Vanities unit gives Loew's State 
currently a show of unusual pow®r 
for tilting the turnstiles. Compact 
revue and girl display carries pace 
and content to please the regulars 
and class to charm the transients. 

Mitchell and Durant, featured, 
are in command, and the variety 
of their work gives the cffering a 
comedy bulge that nicely balances 
the flesh angles and artistic ele- 
ments. 

One rough spot appears, due to 
duplication of Hollywood mimicry 
by Mitchell-Durant combo and 
Helen Charleston. Girl is on with 
her bits only a few minutes pre- 
ceding the comics. 

Samuels Bros. (3) and Collette 
Sisters land solidly with dancing 
and eccentricities on each appear- 
ance; and the girl thrill is there 
with every ensemble. 

Smart booking is found in the 
playing of the Vanities unit cn the 
same program with the ‘Richelieu’ 
film, the former, with its gayety 
and girls, being an ideal foil for the 
grim Cardinal. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, May 24. 

The Hipp is relying on the pic for 
the patron-pulling this week, and is 
giving ‘Break of Hearts’ (Radio), 
the exploitative and ad build-up. 
Stage-show consists of but four 
acts, possesses no name lures, and 
rattles off more rapidly than any 
vaude line-up seen around here in 
some time—40 mins. Sounds slight, 
but much solid entertainment is 
sandwiched into that brief running 
time, 

Falls, Reading and Boyce started 
the procesion with just about the 
briefest act ever seen around here; 
didn’t shade 4 mins, Two men and 
a maid indulge in knockabouting 
and acro hoofing, plus snatch of 
song at start and couple comic sal- 
lies about midway. Could stand 
some lengthening. 

Next, Bobby May, gabby juggler, 
normally in an opening or closing 
assignment, but inserted here be- 
cause this four-frame show seemed 
to have three outside acts. Patter he 
prattles while working through 
earlier portion is of a sort superior 
to most chatter heard from acts of 
this type. Did 11 mins. when 
caught, plenty for this kind of act, 
but his repertoire is wide and stunts 
build. 

3enny Ross succeeded the juggler, 
with Maxine Stone as _ vis-a-vis. 
Ross looked rosy and had ’em 
hooked all the way, but he needs a 
fast finish. Miss Stone is a femme 
foil of merit and the lethagric char- 
acter she portrays is quite original 
here, but before she concludes she 
should really go into that high-kicks 
routine she repeatedly threatens to 
do; would polish off things nicely. 
As is, mob looks forward all the 
way, then is disappointed, Chattery 
cross-fire between pair, though be- 
cause of Miss Stone‘s type it cannot 
be said to have so much ‘fire,’ is of 
high order, and a good gag is hav- 
ing that unseen man backstage oo- 
casionally top Ross after the comic 
has topped the gal, over the p.a. sys- 
tem, 

Irene Vermillion revue closed, A 
flash act, with the billed girl doing 


all the hoofing, and a big assign- 
ment it is. Man pounds piano 
throughout, with five femmes toot- 
ing trumpets likewise. The musik- 
ers play through all Miss Vermil- 
lion’s specialties, and when she is 
changing clothes, front-and-center, 
on own. The hoofer starts off with 
semi-toe high-kick campaign; hops 
out next for an exce ive long and 
arduous contortion routine, motif of 
which is that a huge spider hang- 
ing on backdrop has a butterfly en- 
meshed in web. Dancer is the but- 
tert ot course. 

Mi Vermillion’s concluding 
chore is a hotcha acro fiing in 
rhinestone trunk which she pref 
aces with a novel tom-tom thump- 
ing twist 
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ACADEMY, N. Y. 


to pull ’em to the 
house this week, the management 
evidently feeling that Ben Bernie 
in a film should be sufficient draw, 
Senator Murphy did most of the 
real pulling for the vaude end, since 
he is better known here than Vire 
ginia Bacon, though she’s no stan- 
ger. Better variety to the bill than 
some with bigger names and -~ 
what's more to the point—no dead- 
wood. It’s a good 56-minute show, 
smoothly paced and with no dupli- 
cation of effort. 

Murphy gets the next to finish 
and holds his end up. One gag 
that'll have to come out for uptown 
audiences but a wower down here, 


Nothing much 


Otherwise Murphy plays on the 
clean side, without missing any 
beats. Plays safe with some of the 


gags he got them used to last visit. 
but about half of it probably new 
to the crowd here, dealing with the 
bonus, Long and other made-to- 
order news items all up-to-date, 
Off to a good hand after keeping 


them in good humor through his 
turn. 

Doesn't hurt any that Murphy’s 
the only comedy act on the bill, 


though this might be disputed by 
the Three Radio Ramblers, who 
come just ahead of him. But the 
trio merely unloads a stock of ra- 
dio impersonations and with two 
other similar acts and all the im- 
personators in the business in com- 
petition, there is small chance of 
topping, and they’re not expert 
salesmen. They do well, but hold 
the stage too long and the alternate 
spotting of the three on the other- 
wise dark stage seems to make the 
act drag more than it should. No 
action in 10 or 12 minutes is not 
good showmanship. 


Another bad example of handling 
is offered by Gus Mulcay, who, 
after a smart harmonica turn 
which gains him an encore hurts 
his final exit with an ordinary tap, 
Earlier in the turn he works a 
dance bit into his second number 
with the suggestion it’s tough to 
play and dance at the same time, 
That is saved by the double chore, 
Opens with an off-stage selection 
through the mikes and then a mike 
announcement similar to that em- 
ployed by the webs in announcing 
their artists, but neither web men- 
tioned. First stage number is an 
old pop, well played, then the dance, 
followed by ‘Carnival of Venice,’ 
his most musicianly bit, though a 
bit over their heads here, even in 
spite of the announcement. That 
gets him a recall and he does the 
‘Continental,’ which is more to their 
liking. 

Opener is the Four Delcos (New 
Acts) casting turn, and winder- 
upper is Virginia Bacon’s dance 
flash with Miss Bacon playing 
hookey. Ray Wolbert' replaces 
Monroe as the singer without mak- 
ing much difference in the act. Both 
of the ensembles, with four girls 
and two men, are too loosely strung 
together to score. Sounds import- 
ant to clog ‘Dance of the Hours,’ 
but the steps aren’t there. Too 
much like the opening number and 
that’s not good either. People 
handle their feet well, but are given 
little to do. They dance in a line 
and they dance upstage and down, 
but the music runs much longer 
than the choreographic 
A stage manager might do some- 
thing with the material, but ag is, 
it’s lightweight. 

Feature is ‘Stolen Harmony’ 
(Par) with the Fox newsreel and a 
couple of miles of trailer padding 
out. Business fair, perhaps a little 
better than usual. Chic. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, May 24, 

Benny Meroff’s band act pretty 
near the top these days, Whole lay- 
out has acquired a lot of polish and, 
with addition of femme talent since 
his showing here as Cantor and 
Jessel support in their barnstorming 
vaude show, the turn hasn’t any- 
thing resembling a weak spot. A 
10-minute slice near the front might 
be helpful, but it’s not essential. 

Management had originally booked 
in ‘Stolen Harmony’ with Meroff, but 
wisely figured there would be too 
much band stuff, what with Bernie's 
crew on screen, and switched to ‘In 
Caliente” With flicker consuming 
85 minutes and stage about 70, that 
leaves Stanley with room for little 
else except a newsreel and a short 
orchestral prelude from Dave 
Broudy’s crew in the pit. Opening 
show today was about three-quar- 
ters of an hour late, truck carrying 
most of Meroff’s props having burnt 
out a bearing about 80 miles from 
Pittsburgh, necessitatnig a flock of 
filler shorts, 

By the time house got around to 
the stage show, mob wasn’t in a very 


receptive mood—most of ‘em had 
been inside for almost four hours— 
but it didn’t take Meroff lone to 
warm them up. Introduction is be- 
hind the curtain, with Coffie Sisters, 
femme harmony trio warbling 
weetly and right off, although 
they’re back on in a fe moments 
to lead a pice club number with 
the boys. In addition to the gals 
and hi comics, Red Pepper and 
Jackie Marshall, Meroif has for spe- 
cialists Flo Gast, a personality co- 
medienne whos SP iis one sone and 
dance numb vith the bo Dolly 
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RKO-RADIO has the (0 
honor to announce aaa - = — 
PIONEER PICTURES’ 


presentation of a sig- 
nal achievement in 


| the art of the screen 
--- A MIRACLE OF 
BEAUTY ...THE FIRST 
- FULL-LENGTH PRO- 
DUCTION FILMED IN 
| ‘THE FULL: GLORY OF 
NEW TECHNICOLOR. 
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The ‘Ruggles’ Winners 


Winners in the exploitation con- 
test on ‘Ruggles of Red Gap’ insti- 
tuted by Paramount were decided 
last week by a jury composed of 
representatives from each of the 
trade papers, six in all. 

First prize of $600 went to W. B. 
Shuttee, Main theatre, Pueblo, for 
an outstanding campaign, with $400 
to Sid Holland, Elko, Elkhart, Ind., 
and the $300 award to Herman 
Korsken, Warfield and St. Francis, 
San Francisco. Frank La Falce for 
$300 for his campaign at the Earle, 
Washington, D. C., and Al Zimbalist 
scooped $200 for his campaign at 
the West End Lyric, St. Louis. 

Prizes of $50 each were handed A. 
Shubert, Shubert, Gooding, Idaho; 
George Baker, Newman, Kansas 
City; Mel Morrison,. Strand, Dover, 
N. H.; Joe Lee, Paramount, Brook- 
lyn; Indiana theatre, Indianapolis; 
Chas. B. Taylor, Shea's, Buffalo; 
M. S. Joiner, Orpheum, Vancouver, 
B. C.; Milt Harris, State, Cleveland; 
Capitol, Aberdeen, 8S. D.; H. B. 
Sabottka, Fifth Ave., Seattle; Para- 


mount, Cedar Rapids, Ia.; Max 
Shane, Paramount, Los Angeles; 
Wm. Powell, Paramount, Newport, 


R. L; H. S. Dahn, Capitol, Montreal; 
Bill Hollander, Chicago, Chicago; E. 
M. Hart, Strand, Plainfield, N. J.; 
Fox, Sacramento; Stuart, Lincoln, 
and H. <A. Gillespie, Liberty, 
Yakima. 

About 100 submissions were made, 
about half of them getting into the 
finals. 


Safeguard 

Very recently Syracuse _ police 
warned a manager he could send a 
monster around town to advertise 
‘Bride,’ but that the perambulator 
must not make faces at the women. 
Sounds like a laugh, but back of it 
is an idea. An overzealous pram 
might get too good and throw such 
scares into women pedestrians that 
they really suffer a nervous shock 
that entitles them to damages. In 
the case of expectant mothers this 
becomes even more serious. 

It has been forgotten by now, but 
back in the early days some terror 
pictures was being advertised by a 
monster. Being an ambitious young 
man, he improved his act by hiding 
in doorways and jumping out at 
women. It cost his employer several 
thousand dollars. He was too good. 
The house carried liability insur- 
ance, but nothing to cover this hap- 
pening. It is all well enough to gain 
interest in a character by perambu- 
lating a spectral makeup, but it 
should be strongly impressed upon 
the person employed that he is not 
to exceed the idea. 

In the same way it has been held 
that a sound device which is the 
cause of a runaway is an act of the 
theatre for which it can be held re- 
sponsible, and accidents due to the 
use of built-in auto prams can also 
be brought home to the theatre. 
Special temporary policies should be 
taken out for such stunts. Adds to 
the cost, but the damage suits may 
roll up if something goes wrong, and 
in many states it has been held that 
the customary auto accident policies 
cannot be held to cover such unan- 
ticipated usages. 

It’s better to play safe both by 
taking out insurance and also mak- 
ing certain those stunts will not re- 
quire such protection. 





Waterbury Airings 
Waterbury, Conn. 

Ed Fitzpatrick, manager of Poli’s 
here, capitalized on radio last week. 
Through the cooperation of WATR, 
local station, he booked a program 
of pro and semi-pro talent, labelling 
it the ‘WATR Radio Revue.’ The 
radio station plugged the show for 
several days, while thé radio col- 
umns of the local newspapers also 
gave it a play. Result of whole- 
sale plugging was a packed house, 
with both Poli’s and WATR more 
than satisfied at the results. 

Fitzpatrick has used radio for 
several exploitation stunts which 
have clicked and he has Poli’s on 
the air with 15 and 30-minute pro- 
grams nine times weekly. Most 
novel stunt was a conversation car- 
ried on between radio station stu- 
dios and the cockpit of an airplane 
flying over Waterbury. Conversa- 
tion was put on the air as a plug 
for ‘West Point of the Air.’ Broad- 
cast got many inches of space in 
state dailies. 


Tintypes for ‘Ruggles’ 

Mel Morrison, of the Strand, 
Dover, N. H., used a tintype contest 
on ‘Ruggles,’ figuring it to match 
the locale of the pictures. Old fam- 
ily tintypes brought in, with bal- 
lots with each ticket for voting pur- 
poses. Made plenty of talk, which 
reacted for the picture. Also got a 
play in a clothier’s ad for two cuts 
of Charlie Ruggles, in and out of 
costume and ran a star silhouette 
contest. 

He also got a hook in to a full- 
page story on ‘Devil Dogs of the 
Air,’ tagging the theatre after the 
feature article. Cost nothing but 





the effort. 





Chain B. O. 


Lincoln, May 28. 

Kiva here, Westland house 
is conducting a side biz that’s 
doing better than the box 
office. Taking example from 
some other groups who have 
developed a takeoff on the 
chain letter gag to sell tickets 
with, the house has had to set 
up a bookkeeper annex t» keep 
track of this new feature. Gag 
is that anyone buying T5c 
worth of tickets is registered 
and given four entrance 
blanks which he has te dis- 
tribute to four friends. These 
four in turn buy Tic. worth of 
pasteboard and get four blanks 
apiece. As each group of tick- 
ets is bought, the original guy 
gets paid 15c back, etc., until 
someone gets stuck with his 
tickets and blanks, when the 
stunt will end. 











St. Paul on Toes 
St. Paul. 

Bob Rydeen, Garrick megr., al- 
though at the helm of a 15c house, 
is going tops on making a little ad 
lineage go a long way. 

With Paramount (Publix) and 
Orpheum (Singer) world-premier- 
ing ‘Let ’Em Have It’ and showing 
‘G-Men,’ respectively, both houses 
going overboard on advertising, 
Bob booked in ‘Pride of the Legion’ 
a day ahead and blurbed that his 
house would be first in the loop to 
show what happens to crooks when 
they run afoul of John Law. 

Similarly, when topnotch stars 
play at loop’s ace houses, Bob does 
the opportune thing by spot book- 
ing an oldie with the same stars in 
the top roles, and usually gets a lot 
of drip-over gravy as a result. 

In connection with ‘G-Men,’ Or- 
pheum’s exploiteers pulled a honey 
when they got Daily News scrib- 
blers to refer to Dept. of Justice 
men in the Bremer kidnaping trial 
(which ran coincidentally with the 
pic) as ‘G-Men’ throughout their 
yarns. One of the best bits of in- 
sidious exploitation ever to creep 
into print here, and seemingly had 
its effect, since flicker bowled ’em 
over for a solid week. 


Rubinoff’s Special 


Minneapolis. 

Orpheum here framed up to have 
a special one-coach train carry 
Rubinoff from the railroad yards 
into the depot when it was discov- 
ered that the regular coast train on 
which he was riding would arrive 
too early to get the broadcast of 
his ‘reception’ on the air at the 
only radio time available on WCCO, 
local Columbia chain station. 

Coast train couldn’t be held up in 
St. Paul, despite theatre official ef- 
forts. Mayor and police chief were 
among delegation welcoming Ru- 
binoff back to the city and the 
ceremonies went out over the air. 
Then a large parade through the 
downtown streets followed. 

Theatre also had a _ Rubinoff- 
promoted amateur violinist contest 
in tie-up with Star, the winners 
receiving silver loving cups which 
a local jeweler donated. Journal 
carried long front page story ~vith 
art on Rubinoff’s arival ‘like a 
potentate or president.’ 


‘Marietta’ Scholarships 
Salt Lake City. 

In a campaign for ‘Naughty Ma- 
rietta,’ Harry David, of the Victory, 
devised a tie-up with a local school 
of music. David offered to give free 
scholarships to local warblers, best 
rendering the various Victor Her- 
bert melodies heard in the picture. 
Also cooperating was the Deseret 
News. Despite the fact that it is 
the organ of the LDS (Morman) 
church, sheet is the most generous 
with publicity in town. Contest 
heavily ,plugged in each Mormon 
church, ultimately resulting in more 
than 200 contestants. A group of 
judges heard the singers on subse- 
quent days. Free scholarships were 
presented. 

As a result ‘Naughty Marietta’ at- 
tracted wide interest and won the 
endorsement of the church leaders. 
Picture had been playing at the Par- 
amount two weeks, and still good 
b. Oo. 


Ready-Made 


Breaking ‘G Men’ just when inter- 
est was centered in the ‘crime man- 
sion’ in Providence gave the M. & 
P. theatres an edge on exploitation 
for the picture. Harry Browning, of 
the Boston office, rushed out a spe- 
cial herald blowing up the matter 
and not only roused interest, but 
helped to increase the crowd of au- 
toists that motored to the gang 
stronghold. All they could see was 


| 





Missionary Work | 

Mostly in the smaller towns there | 
is always a group of women looking |} 
for something to do, and plenty of | 
times they find picking on the pic- | 
tures a nice indoor sport, so they 
form a better films guild and ol 
ceed to give everything the works. 

But in one town the manager was 
ready for them. When he saw what 
was up he turned their guns around, 
He suggested to the committee 
which called on him that he was not 
selling pictures to please himself, 
but to please his patrons. If they 
preferred gunmen to moralists, it 
was the part of reason to try and 
get gang pictures. He could not get 
the same returns with high-class 
stuff, so he sold what he could. If 
the warm-hearted ladies wanted to 
get busy and sell a better grade of 
product, he would do his best to co- 
operate. 

All they wanted was something to 
do, and so they appointed members | 
to go out and sell the good plays. 
They even went so far as to get 
pledges for pictures of too high a 
type to win general approval. Many 
of these had a strong educational 
value and were independently re- 
leased. They talked these up in the 
schools, along with the program 
pictures which met their approval, 
and for several years he has had a 
strong press agent body working 
without cost. It was merely a mat- 
ter of setting their energies to work 
in the right direction. 


Figures that it’s wiser to get them 
on his side than to fight, and finds 





Bank Night Offset 


Everett, Was! May 28. 
R. E. Charles, who operates 
the Roxy theatre here, 
worked out a plan whereby 
patrons registered a* any of 
the three 
holding bank night will be no- 
tified in sufficient time to en- 
able them, if winning, to go to 
the house where drawing has 
taken place to collect. Upon 
returning to the Roxy, winner 
will be given an amount 
to that pulled down at the op- 
position house. 

Charles thereby avoids pay- 


has 


op-osition houses 


equal 


ing royalty on bank night and 
enables his patrons to parti- 
cipate in drawings at other 


theatres without being in at- 


tendance there. 














it’s decidedly more profitable. 


Coats Are Better 
M. & P. 
partment has tipped its 
that it probably will be 
get stores into a push on Shirley 
Temple coats than on the dresses 
teason is that the coats show a bei- 
ter profit. 
This should interest managers in 
other towns where the garments are 
handled. Just goes to show that 
Harry Browning is looking after the 
little things as well as the big. 


Boston advertising de- | 
managers 


easier to | 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 





Lynchburg. 


Frank M. Boucher, formerly in 
charge of Warners Virginia division 
office here, has been named city 
manager for Dominion Theatres, op- 
erator of the Paramount and Isis 
here and theatres in Charlottesville 
and Newport News. 

Boucher succeeds Marsh Gollner, 
who quit as manager of the Par- 
amount to open a pair of indie 
houses on the eastern shore of 
Maryland. He was c. m. for War- 
ners in Hagerstown, Md., immedi- 
ately before coming to Lynchburg. 


Canton, O. 


Five additions to the Schine En- 
terprises houses reported planned 
during the summer. At Bucyrus, a 
theatre partly built, will be com- 
pleted, it is said, and a new house 
to be constructed at Van Wert is 
also reported for Schine operation. 
Other spots where houses are to be 
constructed are Wooster, Port Clin- 
ton and Bellevue. 


Port Clinton, O. 


Mrs. Fred Reichert has leased the 
Lyon theatre here. 

Plans are under way here by 
Francis Reeh and associates to open 
a new film theatre here early this 
fall. They also plan to open a new 
house at Tiffin. 


Columbus, O. 


The Arlington, new film house in 
West Fifth avenue, built and to be 
operated by C. A. MacDonald, own- 
er of the Southland and Thurmania 
theatres here, will be opened June 1. 


Los Angeles. 

Maurice Posner, former operator 
of the Pico (sub run) here, now 
managing Florence and Cameo in 
Pasadena for W. J. Edwards, 

Spanish musical revue current at 
the California, one time downtown 
deluxer, 

New Vogue, 900-seater’ being 
erected on Hollywood blvd. at cost 
of in excess of $100,000, being 
readied for opening late in June. 
Howard Sheehan, one time with 
I'-WC, is operating head. 





3oston. 

3ert Hensen, manager of Keith 
3oston, is on leave on account of 
illness. During his absence the 
house will be covered by Ben Do- 
mingo of the Keith Bijou. Anthony 
Zinn, chief of service at the Boston, 
has been promoted to the position of 
treasurer, to succeed Miss Gladys 
Pillman, resigned. 





Lincoln. 

John Echols, late of Pueblo, Colo., 
moved in here to replace Allen 
Thamer in the Lincoln Theatres 
Corp. advertising department. 
Thamer was moved to Denver to 
work in the division office. 

George Monroe, one time manager 
of the State here, now with the 
Westland Theatres string in Colo- 
rado, was moved from the Chief in 
Pueblo to Denver and the home 


| office, 


Dayton, O. 
Weed, veteran RKO 
recovering in Miami 


James L. 
manager, is 


a flock of cops waving ‘go’ signs at] Valley hospital from a major opera- 


them, but it helped the buildup. 


tion, performed several days ago. 





Los Angeles. 


Grand International (formerly 
Orange Grove) illuminated by 
Herbert Rosener «: San Francisco 
as newest in his coast chain of 
foreign language pictu >» theatres. 

._—— 
Bridgeport, Conn. 

Loew, with four large houses in 
the same block has closed one of 
them, Lyric, for the summer. Stage 
attractions are out of the Globe 
with double features inaugurated. 
Other houses, Poli’s and Majestic, 
are first run houses, 


Boston. 
Paramount Theatre Associates 
held their third annual supper 


dance at the Cocoanut Grove Tues- 
day (21) with Phil DePetro as guest 





of honor. In charge of the func- 
tion were Leslie A. Armstrong, 
prez.; Thomas H. Hannan, v. p.; 


Elizabeth V. Doherty, sec.; and 


Harvey F., Eisenberg, treas. 


Charlotte, N. C. 


Graham theatre, Graham, de- 
stroyed by fire several weeks ago, 
has been reconstructed within the 
old walls and has been re-opened 
by Allan B. Thompson, manager. 

A short-term option has been ob- 
tained on old Yarborough hotel site, 
principal street, Raleigh, near state 
capitol, for erection new theatre. 


Spartanburg, S. C. 


James Massie, owner and opera- 
tor of Haywood Theatre at Waynes- 
ville, N. C., announces plans for a 
new $40,000 house to be opened by 
fall. 

Carolina Theatre’s new building 
in Spindale, N. C., opened recently, 
with Mayor S. FE. Elmore making an 
address to headline the first pro- 
gram. House seats 400. 

Ottumwa, Ia. 

New $75,000 theatre announced | 
here by Tri-States through Ralph | 
granton, operating manager. 


St. Paul. 
After four and a half years in| 
biz, Twin City Theatres Corp. has 
done a break-up, effective June 1. 


Group divvied its properties, W. L. 
Hamilton now owning the Princess, 
Minneapolis; D. T. Latshaw taking 
over the de luxe nabe, Hamline, 
St. Paul; and the loop Garrick go- 
ing to M. E. Montgomery and How- 
ard S. Dale. 


Baltimore. 

Joe Fields, operator of the Rivoli 
and KEimbassy, downtown  subse- 
quent-runs, has assumed operation | 
of the Brodie, southside nabe which |! 
plays acts or small units weekends 
only, rest of week straight pix. | 
Understood Fields paid Joe Brodie, | 
owner of house bearing his name, a | 
year’s rental in advance and posted | 


| 


in a bank sum to cover second | 
year’s rent. 

Philip Scheck Enterprises taken 
over the Essex, extreme west-side 
nabe house, from Louis and Abra- 
ham Cohen. House is the newest 
in this territory, completed and 
opened last Sept. Cohen brothers 
will retain financial interest in 





}of $250 to K. A. Grimes, 





property. 


Wrinkles 
Midwest manager has his own 
plant for printing his one sheets. 


No newspaper in town and the local 
printer is limited to auction size 
bills, so he had to set up his own 
outfit. His press is a stone slab on 
which rests an old printer's chase, 
and his type is handcut from lino- 
leum, mounted on pine blocks with 
linoleum cement, dried under pres- 
sure. Since he does not have to 


| bother about type high he uses odds 
| and 
| Which he pays very little to a saw- 
| mill in 


ends of one-inch lumber for 


another town. He uses a 
calliper to determine the height. 
Low pieces are cut up for quads 
and Stuff is all varnished 
to keep it from warping. Reglet, 
or the spaces between lines, are of 
hardwood. 

With 


SHACES 
spaces. 


a signpainter’s handbook he 
traces his letters with a _ panto- 
graph to various standard enlarge- 
ments, and he ho'ds himself to three 
sizes, one, two and four inches, ex 


cept for special occasions when he 


may cut a special title in a differ- 
‘ent face. Inking is done with small 
hand rollers which permits him to 


than one color of ink with 
only a single impression, rollers be- 
ing small enough to ink one line at 


use more 


a time The impression roller is 
made from an old water boiler, 
filled with sand. Form is inked, a 


layer of blanket spread over and the 
padded boiler rolled over and back. 
With the crude device he produces 
some very good looking sheets, 
using the ends of ro!ls from a web 
press, which he gets from a paper 
about 20 miles distant. 

In half an hour he can roll up 
enough one sheets to cover his own 
and several still smaller spots with 
professional looking sheets. Sounds 
like a lot of time and trouble, but 
a small town owner has the time 
and doesn't mind the trouble. 





Centering Interest 

Frank Harpster, of the Warner 
Ohio theatre, Mansfield, O., hit on a 
good idea for ‘G Men’ in his co- 
cperation with the News-Journal 
for marquee lines for the, picture. 

Offered cash and tickets for the 
best smashes of 21 units or less on 
each of the two lines of the mar- 
quee face. Readers are warned that 
it’s not as easy as it looks, but it 
looks so simple that slews of peo- 
ple tried. If they did not receive 
a prize they got a good idea of the 
picture and probably most of them 
bought in. Incidentally, most of 
them will probably view the mar- 
quee with greater interes. for sev- 
eral weeks to come, to see how 
Harpster does it. Works on any 
picture and good for a run or a re- 
peat. 


Chain Letter 


Al Zimbalist, of the St. Louis 
Amusement Co., submits a _ tear 
Sheet to show that he used the 
chain letter gag in an ad on May 
12. He claims precedence over the 
Loew stunt mentioned last week. 
However, did not paraphrase the 
opening of the chain letter, and does 
not prove his point very clearly, 
merely using ‘Don’t break this 
chain; 50,000 people howled at these 
hits. Send your friends for their 
Share of happiness.’ Just a bank 
in the ad space and not the essence 
of the ad. 


Quaker Oats Winners 


A contest among managers on a 
picture, with the prizes coming from 
an outside concern, has been con- 
cluded in selection of exhibitor win- 
ners in the Quaker Oats campaign 
in connection with the Warner pice 
ture, ‘Devil Dogs of Air.’ 

First prize of $500 goes to Harry 
Goldstein, Roxbury, Mass.; second 
Morgan- 
town, W. Va., and third of $150 to 
Al Singlinger, Appleton, Wis. An 
additional 53 prizes from $100 down 
to $25 also included in the contest. 


———— 


Hats for West 
Tacoma. 
Bill Connor, manager of Musie 
Box, tied up with large stores here 


on Mae West picture. Free tickets 
were given people who could esti- 
mate the weight of straw hats. Pic- 
torial background in window with 
scenes from the picture and pileg 
of tickets facing the hats, 

Main window on busiest street 
cave Connor ideal spot to boost 


how and promotion cost very little, 
It pulled them in notwithstanding 
hot weather and big lumber strike, 


Cigs for ‘Reckless’ 


Lx -9ln, 

Doing an unintentional rub-in on 
the Reynolds Tobacco Co. tha 
Stuart theatre here plugging ‘Recke- 
’ had a group of girls togged ag 
cigaret vendors out hitting all the 
eateries about town the day the pice 
ture opened. Oddly enough, though 
the picture is supposed to follow the 
Reynolds-Libby Holman sensation 
passed out were Ol 


less, 


the ciggies 


Golds, 
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The millions who have been asking for Katharine Hepburn in a modern 


role (like her great “Morning Glory’) have their wish fulfilled in “Break of 


Hearts’. ... Hepburn is everything 
















a 1935 heroine should be. . . gor- 
geously gowned in stunning crea- 


tions... vibrant, exciting and 





magnificently Hepburn! . . . Truly a 


ae i i. ok 


great love story ... and as for the 
magnetic Charles Boyer, he’s prov- 


ing to be romantic dynamite to 


every woman’s heart! ... “Break 





Qo = = © @& wet 4 wet tll ek 


ne 


: of Hearts”, now playing in 
| many key cities, is adding new Wa | ~~ | 
laurels to the Hepburn crown! | 






















"with JOHN BEAL... JEAN HERSHOLT 


Directed by Philip Moeller . . . Jane Loring 
Asso. Director... Pandro S. Berman Production 
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CHI’S GAMBLING FEVE 





Loew's Mayfair, 
Mayer's Astor, 
Duo from Reade 


A deal will probably be concluded 
by the end of this week between 
Walter Reade and Loew’ under 
which latter takes over the Mayfair, 
N. Y., on a 10-year lease. The As- 
tor, which was Reade’s up to about 
two weeks ago when going into re- 
ceiver’s hands, may go to Arthur 
Mayer. Loew isn’t interested in this 
theatre, it is understood. 

Loew circuit has not worked out 
a policy for the Mayfair pending 
completion of present negotiations 
with Reade to take it over, but 
probable that a Loew’s New York 
type of program and scale will pre- 
vail there. Meantime, the City Bank 
Farmers Trust Co. has given both 
the Criterion and New York the- 
atres an extension of notice, which 
means the two houses will not 
have to close until June 10. On that 
date the City Bank will start tear- 
ing down the big building for con- 
struction of two 600-seaters. 





Cease Action 


(Continued from page 2) 
June 16, the date set for Blue Eagle 
to cease activities, unless Congress 
extends the code in some form or 
other. 

Code Authority offices in N. Y. in 
the RKO building were besieged 
with calls from dailies and other 
parties asking what plans were be- 
ing made for the future. C, A, of- 
ficials were nearly as much in the 
air as others because of absence of 
any definite instructions from 
Washington. Request for orders 
from Sol Rosenblatt, divisional ad- 
ministrator in the nation’s capital, 
failed to elicit any information up 
until last night. 

Authority officials were marl:ing 
time here, waiting to see if Con- 
gressional leaders planned to pass 
a new NRA act or toss the Blue 
Eagle into the sea. If set on fold- 
ing up the NRA, officials will pre- 
cede with details of winding up af- 
fairs. Leases must be cancelled, 
furniture and supplies disposed of 
and numerous other matters at- 
tended to. 

It was not known for certain 
whether this work would be started 
immediately on receipt of definite 
word or delayed until June 16. Like- 
ly that former course will be pur- 
sued since there will be no funds 
available for employes after that 
date. 


Roxy-GB Product 
Deal Waits on Court 


Howard Cullman, trustee of the 
Roxy theatre, announces closing a 
product deal for the Roxy theatre 
with Gaumont-British, for the com- 
ing season. Agreement is subject to 
approval of the Federal District 
Court, New York, as the Roxy is in 
bankruptcy. 

Arrangements are said to call for 
the Roxy having a selcetion of 11 
out of 15 pictures to be distributed 
over this coming season by G-B. 
The Roxy terms are stated to be 
$2,000 per film, with a split over 
$25,000, and G-B contributing $2,000 
in advertising money on four of the 
films to be played. 


WOODS IN ‘TWO CITIES’ 
Hollywood, May 28. 

Metro has borrowed Donald 
Woods from Warners for 
Charles Darnay part in ‘Tale of Two 
Cities,’ instead of having Ronald 
Colman dualling. 

Film is expected to go into pro- 
duction under David Selznick’s su- 
pervision within two weeks. 











Calif. Exempts Pix 


Sacramento, May 28. 
Senate amended chain store tax 
bill to exempt picture houses 





Stars Fall on June 1 


Ban against the use of stars 
of other symbols from reviews 
to advertise or publicize pic- 
tures becomes effective Satur- 
day (1) but any pictures on 
release prior to this date are 
exempt, 

Ruling is that reviews writ- 
ten after June 1 may not be 
plugged through stars or other 
sign-posting forms. 











Fox, B’klyn, Not Closing, 
Union’s Concessions 


Caught in the middle of a vicious 


price-cutting war in, downtown 
Brooklyn, the Fox avoids closing 
Thursday night (30) on a last- 


minute deal with the unions for an 
amicable arrangement over summer, 
details to be worked out. Up to 
yesterday (Tuesday) there had been 
no satisfactory headway in this di- 
rection, and a picture for Friday 
(31) had not been bought. 

Fox is operated by Si Fabian un- 
der a five-year deal, with the rent 
set at $2,900 a week. House needs 
about $12,000 to break and has en- 
joyed good | usi ess under Fabian’s 
rezgime up to the arrival of ths 
price-swording spree. Slicing sent 
the Met to 55c with stage shows, 
and the Par, getting pick of pictures, 
to 50c, house absorbing tax. Albee 
goes straight sound Decoration Day 
(30) at a 40c top. That hose 
started the war with vaude by drop- 
ping to 55c, the scale under which 
the Fox, virtuall. a third-choice on 
product, had been operating right 
along. Fox may cut its scale on de- 
cision to continue operation. . ‘Mr. 
Dynamite’ (U) was booked late yes- 
terday (Tuesday) after satisfactory 
conferences with unions, to open 
Friday (31). 

Par and Strand, under a pooling 
arrangement between Paramount 
and Warner Fros, is also operated 
by Fabian. 


Combining B’ds 





(Continued from page 2) 
labor deals will have to be made, 
it is expected, but there may be 
more instances than ‘supposed 
where the union scales under cod- 
ism and contracts will be continued 
by mutual consent. In others, new 
contracts would be rewritten. 

Industry has become accustomed 
to the five-day week and may con- 
tinue it for employees. Among the 
benefits cited is that with two days 
a week for rest and_ relaxation, 
efficiency has been increased and 
there has been much less illness. The 
five-day week, however, probably 
would not hold for union help. 

Payroll changes will come about, 
but not so much in the larger the- 
atres and bigger offices, through re- 
ductions of clerical help, ushers, 
janitors, office boys and the like. 
Line girls and other stage per- 
sonnel also figure in this direction 
where used. In the studios the pay- 
rolls probably will not be affected 
so much on minimum scale of the 
code except for labor, since there 
as well as in large theatres such 
as Music Hall, Paramount, Capitol 
and Roxy, N. Y. chorus girls, 
ushers, doormen, janitors, etc., have 
always received above the code. 


No Code—Paine 





Despite voiding of the NRA by 
the U. S. Supreme Court, the Music 
Publishers Protective Association 
will continue with its plans of re- 


organization, John G. Paine, chair- 
man of the organization, declared 
yesterday (Tuesday). Reorganiza- 





the 


tion committee was slated to meet 
yesterday, but a call for a special 
gathering of the directorate of the 
American Society of Composers 
Authors and Publishers yesterday 

afternoon forced a postpontment. 
As for the music industry’s code 
averred Paine, who is also chair- 
man of the code Authority, yester- 
day, there remained nothing but ¢ 
pact that was un ble. Since 
1 ‘ 


the covenant has no teeth, he adt 


the whole thing can be tre l a 
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EAT ALY 


iT 
CHANGE NITES 


$50-$250 Billed as Main At- 
traction—B.&K. Solid in 
Nabes with Chance Items 





LID’S OFF 


Chicago, May 28. 

With the coppers running around 
towa closing up the horse books 
and sloughing down on nitery hide- 
away gambling rooms, the theatres 
of Chicago and vincinity have taken 
over the job of catering to the gam- 
bling fever of the public. The the- 
atres locally have just about for- 
gotten the amusement business; in- 
stead their gambling is more or 
less wide open. They are using all 
the old-time ‘win money meth- 
ods. Ads no longer carry more 
than perfunctory mention of the 
show. The great bulk of the ads of 
the ‘theatres are bold-typed with 
‘Win $250,’ ‘Play Screeno, Win 
Money,’ ‘$ Free $’; ‘$100 in Prizes,’ 
*$150 Bank Nite,’ and so on. 

In Chicago alone there are ap- 
proximately 550 money stunt nites 
weekly among the 350 theatres in 
town, many of the theatres running 
three and four money lottery nights 
during the week. Of course, it was 
strictly against the code but who 
cared about the code? 


Premiums Too Tame 

Give-aways such as kitchenware 
and crockery have gone by the 
board. They’re having a vote right 
now to do away with the premiums 
in Cook County but that’s a waste 
of time because the exhibs have 
kicked them out already in favor of 
the money giveaway on chance 
stunts. People are loaded to the 
gills with every kind of crockery 
ware but they still can use $50 ex- 
tra, even though the chance of win- 
ning is slim, 

Every nabe in town is swamped 
with the money nights. Balaban & 
Katz has put them into its top 
nabe theatres, Harding, Southtown, 
Marbro, Tivoli. Bank nites and 
screeno are rampant in such key 
theatres as the Piccadilly, Sheri- 
dan, Byrd, Crawford, Embassy, Am- 
bassador, Alamo, Nortown, Century, 
Riviera, Biltmore, Vic, Plaza, Rio. 

That last named theatre is a prime 
example of the trend of this gam- 
bling-joint show business. tio ad- 
vertises ‘Tonite at 9 p. m. Play 
Three Big Games: Tango, Bank and 
Country Store.” And that’s how 
many theatres are operating. 

Theatre operators have made 
close studies of the box-office re- 
sults of the various games and have 
found that Screeno is outpacing the 
other tricks at the box-office. In 
general the main money from these 
various gadgets is made in the large 
houses where the seating capacity 
takes care of the fixed overhead for 
the royalty and the prizes. In 
the smaller houses it’s tougher 
since a high prize to compete with 
the big house across the street 
makes it impossible for the small 
theatre to clear expenses, 

Ring-Around-Rosy’s 

Theatre managers all generally 


agree oat all of these win-a-cash- 
prize angles are not basically good 
but can’t see their way out as long 


using the 
week 
and 


‘competition’ is 
stunt. Balaban & Katz next 
will shoot Screeno, bank nite 
ther take-a-chance items _ into 
every one of its 36 theatres with 
the exception of loop properties. 
The ‘no game will be put 
into the indie -Lake 

Loop itself is in a bad way due to 


this free-money gadgets 


as the 


s00op screr 


State 


-—-——— ¢« 





Whizz-zz 


Hollywood, May 28. 
If nothing else develops from 
her testing for a part in 
Metro's ‘Tale of Two Cities,’ 
Blanche Yurka will at least 


have some kind of a speed 
record. 

Signing a contre t in New 
York Wednesday (22) at 3:35 
p.m., she was on a W ~ound 
plane at 5. Arriving here the 
following day at 8:4¢C a.m., she 


was on the set at 10:20 


ROSY, FARNSY AWAIT 
WHITE HOUSE POWWOW 











Washington, D. C., May 28. 
Film codists will be notified in 


the next few days to cease all com- 
pulsory enforcement and suspend 
activities of all sorts, it was in- 
dicated today (Tuesday) in recov- 
ery circles. Dismayed by the Su- 
preme Court stand, Rosenblatt and 
Farnsworth professed inability to 
answer a barrage of questions 
about the effect of the ruling on the 
many angles in the film code, while 
other federal officials floundered in 
deep despair. 

Indications are that the nature of 
the decision automatically voids al) 
rulings by codists and boards, wipes 
out clearance skeds, nullifies assess- 
ments, and leaves up to the indus- 
try the question whether the can- 
cellation privileges and other prac- 
tices be observed on voluntary 
basis, 

Ramifications in the 
tude are so numerous, 
impossible to obtain 
swer on any queries. 

Richberg’s appeal for continued 
voluntary observance, interpreted 
as Government opinion that all in- 
dustries are morally obligated to 
continue pacts, but attorneys con- 
fessed that if industries attempt 
enforcement on own initiative they 
might lay themselves open to anti- 


atti- 
it’s 
an- 


court 
however, 
positive 


trust violations since the pact no 
longer carries exemption from 
monopoly bans. 

With whole outfit in uproar, 


Farnsie and Rosy were waiting for 
decisions at the White House, Jus- 


tice Department and Capitol before 
taking any explicit action. Govern- 
ment organizations are expected to 
continue existence until June 16, but 
now have practically nothing to do. 

Quizzed about his planned return 
to private life, Rosy said he has no 
plans of any sort except that he 
goes off the Government payroll by 


June 16 at latest. 
“I wish I knew what I am going 
to do, but I have abgolutely no 


plans of any character,’ Code au- 
thor said. “Since I announced my 
intention to resign I have been so 
busy I have been unable to discuss 
future activities. I have absolutely 
no tieups with film groups or any 
others.” 
Farnsie had 

about his future, 


even less to say 
Wondering if ad- 
ministration will attempt to draft 
new code law, deputy was just 
waiting for news from front office 
and has no private job in sight. 





did, is the consensus. When a cou- 
ple of theatres double-featured they 
did well, but as soon as every house 
switched to twin-bills no theatre 
had any advantage and business 
wobbled for everybody concerned. 
When couple of theatres gave away 
crockery business was swell, but 
that ted into the ether 
when the the street 
began giving away and more 
expensive dishes. 

The same is figured the only way 
out for Screeno, banko, tango, keno, 
pay nite and the Stunts. No 
theatre has any bec: 
all the ning the 
prize nig 
tarting to 
of giving away $10 and $25 as the 


business floa 


houses across 





bigyel 


other 
advantage 


competition is rur 
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INDICT READE 
OVER ASTOR 
VANDALISM 


indicted with four 
(24) by the May 
grand jury under his real name, 
Walter Rosenberg, was arraigned 
Monday (27) before General Ses- 
sions Judge Collins in New York 
and will probably plead to the in- 


Walter Reade, 
others Friday 


dictment by the end of the week, 
He was held in $10,000 bail and 
$5,000 cash, putting up latter for 
release. Charles Bryan, also in- 
dicted, appeared with Reade, while 
three others named by the grand 
jury. are at large 


brought against 
complaint ef 


Indictments were 
Reade and others on 
William Moorehead, representing 
the rent receivers of the Astor, 
N.Y., which passed into their hands 
on foreclosure proceedings of the 
City Investment Co., holders of a 
$1,250,000 mortgage, two weeks ago. 
Moorehead is manager of the As- 
tor for the receivers, and persone 
ally on the property. He was 
formerly with Paramount. 

Charge against Reade and four 
others is that of malicious mischief 
in connection with damages to the 
Astor between the time Reade gave 
it up and the receivers took pos- 
session. Alleged vandalism occurred 
early on May 13. Saypol & Kotler, 
attorneys for the receivers, at first 
estimating the damage would 
amount to $50,000, now declare it 
will run easily $40,000, not counting 
loss of revenue from inability to 
operate the theatre before it is re- 
paired. Any vandalistic damage of 
over $250 becomes a felony under 
the law. Conviction would mean a 
four-year prison term and open 
way for double damage recovery in 
a civil suit. 


On being arraigned before Judge 
Collins Mondzey (27), Reade and 
Bryan entered a not guilty plea, 


declaring he actually 
possession of the Astor 
returned by him 
Latter had a 10- 
house which had 


teade later 
was not in 
since it had been 
to Loew’s, Inc. 
year lease on the 
not expired. 
Four of the witnesses who ap- 
peared before the grand jury, Theo- 
dore C. Hemrick, William H. Car- 


ver, Warren Dunn and Hanson J. 
Haines, are in jail in default of 
$1,000 bail, pending testimony at 


the trial of the case. They asked 
that they be locked up, fearing re- 
prisals for having given the grand 
jury testimony. 

Reade took over operation of the 
Astor about eight months ago from 
Loew's, lessee, when latter had no 
more $2 pictures for the house, 
with Reade, among other things, 
getting some Metro product in re- 
turn. He has played most of these 
pictures at his other Times Square 
house, the Mayfair. 

The theatre operator-realtor has 
a string of around 20 houses in 
New Jersey and upstate New York, 
in addition to some smaller opera- 
tions in New York City, including 
the old Fox punta on 14th street, 


Studio Kicks In 5G 
On L. A. ‘Lamps’ Bally 


Hollywood, May 28, 


‘Oil for the Lamps of China,’ 
which premieres June 6, is to get 
the heaviest campaign in Los An- 
seles of any Cosmopolitan picture 
to date, 

Studio chipped In $5,000 for 
hourds and bally. 


‘Barbary’ Script Ready 
Holly May 28. 


Hawks returned by plane 
turday (25) from Nyack, N.Y. 


wood, 


where he completed the scripting of 
Barba Coas with Ben Hecht 
ind Charles MacArthur for Samuel 
Gold n Trio we d together for 
al W KS 
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Hollywood Productions 





Week of May 27 


(Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed below alphabetically 
by studios. Symbols are: D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman.) 


CHAPLIN 
(United Artists) 
‘Production No, 8’ 
(28th week) 
D—Charles Chaplin 
—Charles Chaplin 
—Rollie Totheroh and 
Ira Morgan ra 
Ca 


st: 
Charles Chaplin 
Paulette Goddard 
Carter de Haven 
Henry Bergman 
Alan Garcia 
Norman Alnsley 
Tiny Sanford 
Dr. Cecil Reynolds 
Chester Conklin 
COLUMBIA 
‘The Black Room Mystery’ 
(4th week) 
William Neill 
—Arthur Strawn and 
Henry Myers 
C—Al Siesler 
Cast: 
Marian Marsh 
Boris Karloff 
Colin Tapley 
Katherine DeMille 
Torben Meyer 
Herbert Evans 
Henry Kolker 
Geneva Mitchell 
Thurston Hall 
Frederick Vegeding 
‘The Girl Friend’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Eddie Tuzzell 
A—Gertrude Purcell, 


Benny Rubin, Gene 
Towne and Graham 
Baker 

C—Joe Walker 

Cast: 


Ann Sothern 
Roger Pryor 
Jack Haley 
Emma Dunn 
Inez Courtney 
Ray Walker 
Thurston Hall 
Gertrude Seddon 
Margaret Seddon 
‘She Married Her 
(ist week) 
Gregory La Cava 
—Thyra Samter Winslow 
Joe Swerling and 
Sidney Buchman 
C—Unassirned 


Boss’ 


Claudet ie Colbert 
‘OX 


‘Orch’ds te You’ 
(4th week) 
D—William A. Seiter 
A—Gordon Rigby and 
Rober: Dillon 
William: Hurlbut 
Howard Estabrook and 
Bartlett Cormack 
C—Merritt Gerstad 
Cast: 
John Boles 
Jean Muir 
Charles Butterworth 
Harvey Stephens 
Ruthelma Stevens 
Sidney Toler 
Spring Byington 
John Qualen 
Patricia Farr 
Arthur Lake 
Arthur Treacher 
Patricia Farr 
‘The Dressmaker’ 
(Sth week) 
D—Harry Lachman 
A—Alfred Savoir 
Samson Faphaelson 
—Rudolf Mate 
ast: 
Tutta Rolf 
Clive Brook 
Robert Barrat 
Nydia Westman 
Leonid Snegoft 
Geo. Hassell 
Mme. Smirova 
G. P. Huntley, Jp, 
Lionel Belmore 
Andre Cheron 
‘Welcome Home’ 
(4th week) 
—James Tinling 
—Arthur T. Horman 
Marion Arch and 
Arthur T. Horman 
Arthur Miller 
ast: 
Jimmy Dunn 
Arline Judge 
Rosina Lawrence 
Charles Sellon 
George Meeker 
James Burke 
Spencer Charters 
William Frawley 
Charles Ray 
Arthur Hoyt 
Raymond Walburn 
Frank Melton 
Harry Holman 
Sarah Edwards 
Dave O’Brien 
‘Steamboat Bill’ 
(3rd week) 
—John Ford 
—Ben Lucien Burma 
Dudley Nichols one 
Lamar Trotti 


eerste Schneiderman 
ast: 


Will Rogers 
Anne Shirley 
Irvin S. Cobb 
Eugene Pallette 
Francis Ford 
Berton Churchill 
Stepin Fetchit 
‘Thunder in the Night’ 
(3rd week) 
—George Archainbaud 
—Ladislaus Fodor 
rances Hyland and 
Eugene Solow 
Bert Glennon 
ast: 
Edmund Lowe 
Karen Morley 
peut Cavanaugh 
odil Rosing 
aul Cavanaugh 
Jna O'Connor 
Gene Lockhart 
Russell Hicks 
Gloria Roy 


Arthur Edmund Carew 


‘The Lord’s Referees 
(2nd week) 
—Bruce Humberstone 
~Gerald Beaumont 
Edward Eliscu aad 
Louls Breslow 
G—Anthony Ugrina 
ast; 
Mae Clarke 
Lew Ayres 
Paul elly 
Wiililam Harrigan 
‘Beauty’s Daughter 
(lst week) 
\ilaga Dwan 


A—Kathleen Norrig 
Sonya Levine 
C—Unassigned 
Cast: 
Claire Trevor 
‘Gay Deception’ 
(ist week) 
D—William Wyler 
A—Stephen Avery and 
Don Hartman 
C—Unassigned 
Cast: 
Francis Lederer 
Frances Dee 
‘Curly Top’ 
(1st week) 
D—Irving Cummings 
A—William Conselman 
C—Unassigned 
Cast: 
Shirley Temple 
John Boles 
Rochelle Hudson 
Slim Summerville 
Jane Darwell 
SPANISH 
‘Free and Easy’ 
(4th week) 
D—Jack Boland 
A—Paul Perez and 
Jose Rubio 
C—Harry Jackson 
Cast: 
Raul Roullen 
Rosita Moreno 
Enrique de Rosag 
Paco Moreno 
Rosita Granada 
METRO 
‘Mala’ 
(lith week) 
D—Richard Thorpe 
A—Herman Melville 
John Farrow 
C—Clyde De Vinna 
Cast: 
Mala 
Lotus Long 
‘China Seas’ 
(15th week) 
D—Tay Garnett 
A—Grosbie Garstin 
Jules Furthman 
C—Ray June 
Cast: 
Wallace Beery 
Clark Gable 
Jean Harlow 
Dudley Digges 
Lewis Stone 
William Henry 
Robert Benchley 
Edward Brophy 
Lillian Bond 
Akim Tamiroff 
Donald Meek 
Ivan Lébedeff 
Rosalind Russell 
Cc. Aubrey Smith 
Live de Maigret 
‘Mutiny On the Bounty’ 
(liith week) 
D—Frank Lloyd 
A—Charies Nordhoff and 
James Norman Hall 
C—Clark Waller 
Cast: 
Charles Laughton 
Clark Gable 
Franchot Tone 
Dudley Digges 
William Stelling 
Granvilie Bates 
Eddie Quillan 
Beryl Mercer 
‘Anna Karenina’ 
(9th week) 
D—Clarence Brown 
A—Levo. N. Tolstoy 
Clemence Dane and 
Salka Viertel 
—William Daniels 
ast: 
Greta Garbo 
Fredric March 
Freddie Bartholomew 
Maureen O’'Sullivas 
Basil Rathbone 
Reginald Owen 
Phoebe Foster 
May Robson 
Buster Phelps 
Cora Sue Collings 
Henry Mowbray 
Joan Marsh 
Sarah Padden 
Constance Collier 
‘You're All I Need 
(8th week) 
D—Robert Z. Leonard 
A—Ethel Borden 
C—Ernest Haller 
Cast: 
William Powell 
Luise Rainer 
Mady Christians 
Virginia Bruce 
Frank Morgan 
Henry Travers 
Reginald Owen 
Laura Hope Crewe 
Lucille Watson 


‘Broadway Melody of 1986’ 


(5th week) 
Roy Del Ruth 
—Jack McGowan and 
Sid Silvers 
C—Charles Rosher 
Cast: 
Jack Benny 
Eleanor Powell 
Robert Taylor 
Sid Silvers 
Nick Long, Jr. 
Shirley Ross 
Harry Stockwelt 
Una Merkel 
June Knight 
Jeni LeGon 
Vilma & Buddy Enseos 
Frances Langfor 
Carl Randall 
‘Hands of Orlaé# 
(4th week) 
Karl Freund 
—Maurice Renard 
P. J. Wolfson 
Guy Endrose and 
Karl Freund 
.—Gregg Toland 
ast: 
Peter Lorre 
Frances Draks 
Colin Clive 
Ian Wolfe 
Isabel Jewell 
Torben Meyer 
Sara Haden 
Keye Luke 
Edward Brophy 
Henry Kolker 
Harold Huber 
‘Calm Yourself 
(4th week) 
—George Seitz 
—Edward Hops 
Arthur Kober 
C—Laester White 
ast 
Madge Evans 
Robert Youn 
Richard Tucker 
Betty Furness 


Nat Pendleton 
Louise Henry 
Shirley Ross 
Hardie Albright 
Charles Trowbridge 
‘Manhattan Madness’ 
(3rd week) 
D—J. Walter Ruben 
A—David Silverstein and 
Leonard Fields 
Otis Garrett and 
Leon Gordon 
C—Charles Clark 
Cast: 
Joel McCrea 
Maureen O’Sullivaa 
Adrienne Ames 
Louis Calhern 
Ralph Morgan 
Lewis Stone 
Claude Gillingwator 
Frank Sheridan 
Robert Murphy 
Henry Bradley 


PARAMOUNT 
‘Accent On Youth’ 
(6th week) 
D—Wesley Ruggles 
A—Samson Raphaelson 
Claude Binyon 
—Ieon Shamroy 
ast: 
Sylvia Sidney 
Herbert Marshall 
Phillip Reed 
Ernest Cossart 
Robert Taylor 
Catherine Doucet 
Holmes Herbert 
Samuel S. Hines 
Astrid Allwyn 
Florence Roberts 
Laura Treadwell 
Lon Chaney, Jr 
Nick Foran 
‘Big Broadcast of 1935’ 
(6th week) 
D—Normen Taurog 
A—George Marton, Ir. 
Jack Mintz 
Frances Martin 
Walter de Leon and 
Ralph Spence 
C—Leo Tover 
Cast: 
Lyda Robert 
Jack Oakie 
Gail Patrick 
Charles Ruggles 
George Burns 
Gracie Allen 
Wendy Barrie 
Henry Wadsworth 
Cc. Henry Gordon 
Suzanne Kaaren 
Akim Tamiroft 
Benny Baker 
Mildred Gover 


Judith Vosselli 
Samuel S. Hinds 
Harold Nicholas 


Fayard Nicholas 
Arthur Aylesworth 
Leon Holmes 
Specialties: 
Charles Ruggles 
Mary Boland 
Bing Crosby 
Bill Robinson 
Ethel Merman 
David Holt 
Gail Patrick 
Lillian Harmer 
Stanley Taylor 
Ed J. Le Saint 
Wm. Burress 
Ray Noble Band 
Harold and 
Fayard Nicholas 
Betty Jane Cooper 
Richard Tauber 
Carlos Garde! 
Vienna Boys Choir 
Ina Hutton Band 
Virginia Weidler 
Sir Guy Standing 
Jessica Dragonette 
‘Everything Happens at 
Once’ 


(Sth week) 
| Ae Bruckman 
—Charles Bogle 
Jack Cunningham 
Ray Harris and 
Bobby Vernon 
—Alfred Gilks 
ast: 
W. C. Fields 
Kathleen Howard 
Mary Brian 
Vera Lewis 
Grady Sutton 
Lucien Littlefield 
Tammany Young 
Robert Homans 
Arthur Aylesworth 
Lew Kell» 
Oscar Apfel 
Walter Brennan 
‘Peter Ibbetson’ 
(Ath week) 
—Henry Hathaway 
—George du Maurier 
John Nath. Raphael 
Constance Collier 
Vincent Lawrence and 
Waldemar Young 
—Charles Lang 
ast: 
Gary Cooper 
Ann Harding 
John Halliday 
Ida Lupino 
Adrienne d’Ambricourt 
Virginia Welidler 
Dickie Moore 
Douglas Dumbrille 
Christian Rub 
Marcella Corday 
Colin Tapley 
Clive Morgan 
Ambrose Rarker 
Thomas Monk 
lsa Buchanan 
oris Lloyd 
Ferdinand Gottschalk 
‘Annpolls Farewell’ 
(3rd week) 
Al Hall 
—Stephen M. Avery 
Grover Jones 
Wm. Slavens McNutt 
Frank Craven 
C—Ted Tetzlaff 
Cast 
Sir Guy Standing 
Tom Brown 
Richard Cromwelt 
Jack Cox 
Douglas Blackley 
Benny Paker 
TLoulse Beav 





Ric} | ig 
fohn M 

Ris Pag: 

‘The Last Outpos* 


(1st week) 


D—Charile Bartor 
A—F. Britten Austin 
Arthur Phillips and 


Philip MacDonald 


q--Theo Svarkuhl 
asti 


Contracts 


- 
Hollywood, May 28. 

Robert Barrat given new contract 
and salary revision upward by 
Warners. 

Fox keeps Jane Withers, 8, under 
pact for another six months 

Dolores Casey, Paramount stock 
player, safe until next option time 

New lease on writing contract 
given Lionel Hauser by Columbia. 





Writing team of Lee Loeb and 
Harold Buchman sealed by Co- 
lumbia. 


Peter Milne’s writing contract at 
Warners extended for third time. 

Astrid Allwyn safe at Fox for an- 
other six months. Goes into ‘Way 
Down East.’ 

Jean Rogers termed by Universal. 

Winding up at Radio after two 
years as writer and associate pro- 
ducer, Jane Murfin swings over to 
Samuel Goldwyn on a writer con- 
tract. 

Metro pacted Howard Emmett 
Rogers, writer, for another year. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, May 238. 

‘Man Unafraid,’ western, by 
Richard Martinson of the L. A. 
Examiner, bought by Supreme Pic- 
tures for Bob Steele. 

Columbia bought screen rights to 
‘It Never itains,’ authors, Lee Loeb 
and Harold Buchman, signed to 
turn out the screen play. 

Option on Harry Hervey’s ‘Every 
Mother's Son’ taken up by Para- 
mount with Pauline Lord in mind 
for the lead. 

‘Creen Light,’ by Lloyd Douglas, 
acquired by Warners and going out 
as a Cosmopolitan special. 

Story outline on ‘Life of Gari- 
baldi’ by E. Alexander Powell op- 
tioned by Paramount. 

‘Rich Man, Poor Girl,’ authored 
by Maizee Greig and published in 
England, will be made by Fox. 

Ricardo Cortez, who some time 
ago bought picture rights of the 
Roi Cooper Megrue play, ‘Honors 
Are Even,’ from Arch Selwyn, sold 
them to Paramount, 


Making ‘1,000 Candles’ 
Hollywood, May °38. 
Republic is to make ‘House of a 
Thousand Candles,’ old stager and 
novel. 
James Miller is scripting. 











Studio Placements 





Hollywood, May 28. 

Jeanette MacDonald, ‘San Fran- 
cisco,’ Metro, 

Raymond Bond, 
Metro. 

George Guhl, ‘Broadway Joe,’ WB. 

Adrienne D’Ambricourt, ‘Sing Me 
a Love Song,’ U. 

Lois Wilson, Lloyd Hughes; Frank 
Strayer directing; Karen De Wolfe, 


writing original, 


adaptation, ‘Dinner Party,’ In- 
vincible. 

Harvey Thew, writing original, 
Par. 

Margaret Swope, ‘Last Outpost,’ 
Par. 


Vera Lewis, David Clyde, Mickey 
Bennett, Dorothy Thompson, ‘Every- 
thing Happens at Once,’ Par. 

Oliver H. P. Garrett, screen play, 
‘Rich Men's Daughters,’ Col. 

Arthur Straw adapting ‘Surgical 
Call,’ Col. 

Frank Borzage, ‘The 
Real McCoy,’ WB. 

Dorothy Kent, Henry Kleinbach, 
untitled short, Radio, 


directing 


Robert Benchley, Wells Root, 
scripting ‘Pursuit,’ Metro. 
Philip Barry, screen play, ‘Hell 


Afloat,’ Metro. 
Russell Hopton, 
Crowd,’ Republic. 
Don Alvarado, ‘Rosa de Francia’ 
(Spanish), Fox. 


‘Cheers of the 


Ivan Miller, ‘Calm Yourself,’ 
Metro, 

Albert Conti, ‘Here’s to Romance,’ 
Fox, ° 


Herman Bing, Nat Pendleton, 
‘Calm Yourself,’ Metro. 

Charles Kenyon, William Wister 
Haines, screen play, ‘Slim,’ WB. 

Fred Kohler, untitled western, 
Willis Kent. 

Huntley Gordon, Maurice Black, 
‘Orchids to You,’ Fox. 

Charles Irwin, ‘Manhattan Mad- 
ness,’ Metro. 

John P. Medbury, dialog, ‘The Plot 
Thickens,’ Par. 

Bradley “King, screen play, 
titled original, Par. 

Vince Barnett, ‘Lord’s Referee,’ 


un- 


Fox, 
Al Herman, directing, Nate 
Jatzert, screen play, Nora Lane, 


‘West Beyond the Law,’ Darmour. 
Alf Goulding, directing, Eddie Mo- 

ran, Leon Errol shorts, Radio. 
Edward Laemmle, directing; Earle 








Cary Grant Melville Baker C——Unassigned 
Gertrude Michael Ruth Rose Cast: 
Claude Rains C—Koy Hunt James Cagney 
Colin Taple Cast: Pat O’ Brien : 
(WALTER WANGER) Presion Foster Frank McHugh 
‘Shanghai’ Helen Mack INDEPENDENT 
(6th week) John Beal PRODUCTIONS 
D—James Flood Alan Hale ’ (AMBASSADOR) 
A—Gene Towne and Gloria Shea ‘Code of the Mounted 
Graham Baker Louis Calhern (ist week) 


c—James Van Tree 
Cast: 
Charles Boyer 
Loretta Young 
Alison Skipworth 
Fred Keating 
Libby Taylor 
Charles Grapewi 
Josephine Whitté 
Hedda Hopper 
Arnold Korft 
Keye Luke 
Walter Kingsford 
Willie Fung 
RADIO 
‘Top Hat’ 
(8th week) 
D—Mark Sandrich 
A—Dwight Taylor and 
Allan Scott 
Karl Noti 
C—Dave Abel 
Cast: 
Fred Astaire 
Ginger Roberts 
Ed. Everett Horton 
Helen Broderick 
Eric Blore 
Erik Rhodes 
Robert Adair 
Donald Meek 
Florence Roberts 
‘Return of Peter Grimm’ 
(Sth week) 
D—George Nichols, Jr, 
A—David Belasco 
Frances E. Faragohk 
C—Lucien Andriot 
Cast: 
Ijonel Barrymore 
Helen Mack 
James Bush 
Donald Meek 
Edward Ellis 
Allen Vincent 
Ethel Griffles 
George Breakstone 
‘Jalna’ 


(2nd week) 
D—John Cromwell 
A—Mazo Ge la Roche 

Anthony Veliller 

Garrett Fort and 

Larry Bachman 
C—Edward Cronjager 
Cast: 

Ian Hunter 

Kay Johnson 

Nigel Bruce 

David Manners 

Peggy Wood 

Cc. Aubrey Smith 

Jessie Ralph 

Molly Lamont 

‘Old Man Rhythm’ 

(3rd week) 
D—Edward Ludwig 
A—Lewis Gensler 

Sig Herzig and 
Don Hartman 


Ernest Pagano 
C—Nick Musuraca 
Cast 

Buddy Rogers 

Barbara Kent 

Betty Grable 

Grace Bradley 

Eric Blore 

Tohn Arledge 

Jay Hodges 

Dougla Powley 

Dave Chasen 

Evelyn Poe 

John Mercer 


Georve Barbiet® 
Erik Rhodes 
‘Last Days of Pompeti’ 
(2nd Week) 
D—Ernest B. Schoedsack 
A—Ed. Bulwer-Lyttoa 
James Creelmaa 


Wyrley Birch 
David Holt 
‘Alice Adams’ 


(ist week) 
D-—Georve Stevens 
A—-Booth Tarkington 


Jane Muriin and 
Dorothy Yost 
C—Unassigned 
Cast 
Katharine Hepburn 
Fred MacMurray 
Ann Shoemaker 
Frank Albertson 
Charles Grapewin 
‘lady Tubbs’ 
(Sth week) 
D—Alan Crosland 
A—Homer Croy 
Barry Trivers 
C—Norbert Prodine 
Cast: 
Alice Brady 
Douglass Montgomery 
Anita Louise 
Alan Mowbray 
June Clayworth 
Rafael Storm 
Hedia Hopper 
Mary Carewe 
Lumsden Hare 
Russell Hicks 
Mickey Bennett 
Virginia Hammond 
Mildred Harris 
UNIVERSAL 
‘Sing Me a Love Song’ 
(4th week) 
D—Stuart Walker 
A—Robert Harris 
Robert Presnell 
C—Charles Stumar 
Cast: 
Ricardo Cortez 
Dorothy Page 
Henry Molilison 
Hugh O'Connell 
Louis Alberni 
Henry Armetta 
Jack Cheatham 
WARNFERS 
‘Broadway Joe’ 
(tth week) 
D-—Busby Herkeley 
A—Lois Leeson 
tert Kalmar 
Harry Ruby 
Benny Rubin 
—So! Polito 
Jast 
Joe FE. Brown 
Ann Dvorak 
Patricia Ellis 
Wiiliam Gargan 
Joe Cawthorn 
Henr Or Neil 
Gordon Westcott 
Gene Morgan 
Arthur reacner 
‘We're in the Money’ 
(ith week) 


Db Ray } r t 
A—Georg } ' 
Er 
C—Ge I 4 
ae 
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(,\é i 
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‘The trish In Us 
(lat week) 

D—Liovd Racon 

A ira Orsattt 


Puldu 


D—Sam Newfeld 
A—dJas. Oliver Curwood 
George Sayre 
C—Edgar Lyons 
Cast 
Kermit Maynard 
Lilian Miles 
(Cc. C. BURR) 
‘Rip Roaring Riley’ 
(ist week) 
D—Elmer Clifton 
A—Homer King Gordon 
C—I. W. Akers 
Cast: 
Grant Withers 
Lloyd Hughes 
Marion Burns 
Eddie Gribbon 
Kit Guard 
Paul Ellis 
Joe Hirakawa 
(MONOGRAM) 
‘Make a Million’ 
(2nd week) 
D—Lew Collins 


A—Chas. Logue 
C—Harry Newman 
Cast: 


Charles Starrett 
Pauline Brooks 
George E. Stone 
James Burke 
Guy Usher 
Monte Carter 
George Cleveland 
Norman Houston 
‘Cheers of the Crowd’ 
(2nd week) 
D—-Von Moore 
A—George Waggner 
C—Milt Krasner 
Cast: 
Russell Hopton 
Irene Ware 
Bradley Page 
John Dilson 
Wade HBoteler 
(REPUBLIC) 
‘Westward Ho’ 
(2nd week) 
D-—Rohert 
A-—Lindsley Parsons 
Robert Emmett 


Harry Friedman 
Lf -Archie Stout 
Caat: 

John Wayne 

Sheila Mannors 


Frank McGlynn 
Ear! Dwire 
Yakima Canutt 
Jack Curtis 
Mary McLaren 
Wallace Howe 
Hank Bell 
Bradley Metcalfe 
James Farle; 
(HAL ROACH) 
‘Bonnie Scotland’ 
(Sth week) 
D—James W He 
A Frank Butie 
A Art Lioy 
aat 






Stan Laure) 
Oliver Hard 
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David Torrer 
lionel Belmore 
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Snell, Clarence Marks adapting, 
‘Fast and Furious,’ U. 

Jack Holt, ‘Storm Over the 
Andes,’ U. 

John Collier, scripting, ‘Sylvia 
Scarlet, Radio. 

Frank R. Adams, Inez Lopez, 
screen play, “The Virginia Judge,’ 
Par. 


Rosalind Keith, Dorothy Vaughn, 
‘Annapolis Farewell,’ Par. 

Marcia. Remy, ‘Sing Me a Love 
Song,’ U. 

Sam Taylor, original, Roach. 

Adele Comandini, adaptation, ‘The 
Harvester,’ Republic. 


Charles Logue, Emmett Anthony 


adapting ‘Legion of the Lost,’ Re- 
public. 
Reginald Denny, ‘Here’s to Ro- 


mance,’ Fox. 

John Sheehan, Robert Benchley, 
Harvey Stephens, Louise Henry, 
Hal Dawson, Robert Warwick Bobby 
Watson, ‘Murder Man,’ Metro. 

Henry B. Walthall, Claude Gill- 
ingwater, ‘Tale of Two Cities,’ Me- 
tro. 


Adrian Morris, ‘Calm Yourself,’ 
Metro. 

Orrin Burke, Egon Brecher, 
‘Here’s to Romance,’ Fox. 

Gilbert Emery, ‘Peter Ibbetson,’ 
Par. 

Paula Stone, ‘Hop-a-Long Cas- 


sidy,’ Prudential. 
Harry Semels, ‘Last Outpost,’ Par. 
John Balderston, adaptation, ‘Mu- 
tiny of the Dead,’ Metro. 


Luis Alberni, ‘Thunder in the 
Night,’ Fox: ; 
Mayo Methot, ‘We're in the 


Money,’ WB. 

Sarah Padden, ‘Hands of Orlac,’ 
Metro. 

Spring Byington, ‘Mutiny on the 
Bounty,’ Metro. 

Lorraine Bridges, ‘You’re All I 
Need,’ Metro. 

Joy Hodges, 
Radio. 

Ted Oliver, Tom McGuire, Noah 
Young, Jimmy Burtis, Ann Max- 
well, ‘Bonnie Scotland,’ Roach. 

Bleifer Twins, ‘Black Room Mys- 
tery,’ Col. 

Lee Kohlmar, ‘Girl Friend,’ Col. 

Victor Varconi, ‘Feather in Her 
Hat,’ Col. 

Willie, West 
Broadcast,’ Par. 

Daniel Haines, ‘So Red the Rose,’ 
Par. 

Julian Josephson, screen 
‘Too Many Parents,’ Par. 

Richard Talmadge; Al 
screen play, ‘Speed Demon,’ 
madge Prod. 

Joseph Calleia; William Wellman 
directing; Lynn Starling adapting, 
‘I Am Joaquin,’ Metro. 

Brenda Fowler, ‘Curly Top,’ 

Jimmy Flavin, ‘Everything 
pens At Once,’ Par. 


‘Old Man Rhythm,’ 


and McGinty, ‘Big 
play, 


Martin, 
Tal- 


lox, 
Hap- 


Walter Brennan, ‘Alice Adams,’ 
Radio. 
Warner Richmond, Winston Hi- 


bler, Douglas Cosgrove, ‘Last Days 
of Pompeii,’ Radio, 

Tom Kennedy, our Esquires, ‘Old 
Man Rhythm,’ Radio. 

Al Beal, Tony Travers, James Tol- 
son, untitled musical, Radio. 

Edward Gargan, Sarah Edwards 
James Flavin, Eddie Chandler, 
James Burke, ‘Everything Happens 
at Once,’ Par. 

Frank McGlynn, ‘Outlawed Guns 


Miles Mander, Arinand Kaliz, 
‘Here's to Romance,’ Fox. 

tobert Warwick, Frank MecGivin, 
Jr., ‘Hopalong Cassidy,’ Prudential. 

Sarah laden, ‘O'’Shaughne y's 
Boy,’ Metro. 

Ralph Morgan, ‘Glitter,’ Metr: 

Luis Alberni, Landers Stevens, 
Deli Henderson, ‘Thunder in the 
Night,’ Fox. 

Villiom Demarest, ‘Murder Man, 
Metro. 


Horton, Robert 
Tobin; Mi- 


. 
| Da’ ereitt 
Genevieve 


Edward 
Armstrong 


echael Curtiz directing, ‘Little Pig 
Shot,’ WR. 

Olivia De Haviland, ‘The frish 
in Us,’ WB 

Donald Woods, ‘Tale of Two 
Cities,’ Metro 

Francis Lederer; William Wyler 
directing, ‘Gay Deception,’ Fox. 

Charles Farrell, Charlotte Henry: 


Reginal! Barker directing, ‘Forbid- 
den Heaven,’ Republic. 
Clristy Cubanne directing, Al De 


M 1 writing, Storm Over the 
Andes,’ WU. 

William Powell: Robert Presnell 
adaptation, ‘One Kleven Fifth Ave 
nue’ U, 

Harry Care:, Gertrude Messinece; 
Harry I’rasei directing, ‘Wild 
Mustang,’ Berke. 

“tobert Littlefield, Miehael Visai 
e Charles Morris, ‘Everything 


Par 


Happens at Once,’ 
‘Lord's Refs 


Edward P 
on) 


Elsa Buchanan, ‘Here’s to fRo- 
mance, Fox. 
Mary Gordon. Allen Jenkins, “The 
Irish in U Wh 
Joh v Aled ‘Anche \ 
WRB 
Mascucrs Host Lambs 
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“A clean hit)” 
—M. P. Daily 


4 * “Boon to the box-office!” 
—Hollywood Reporter 
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UA Plans 24 for 36; Goldwyn Prez? 


(Continued from page 4) 


84 distribution year will make 12 
pictures as against three this year. 
Reliance, delivering four this sea- 
gon, will double to eight at least, 
and probably more. UA’s deal with 
London Films has three years to 
go, and expected this English pro- 
@ucing company, headed by Alex- 
ander Korda, will have at least 
four for the new program. London 
Films delivers only two on the sea- 
gon shortly ending for UA release. 
Minimum of 18 Next Year 

This would indicate a minimum 
total of 24 for UA for 1935-36, with 
extras probable from other sources, 
This may include one and possibly 
two from Mary Pickford, who, while 
retiring from the screen, wants to 
produce, and for some time has been 
searching for material. Charlie 
Chaplin is another likely production 
delivery on the coming season's 
schedule. 

Secession of Schenck from UA 
does not affect the acquisition of 
the Fox-Metropolitan chain of 
houses in the east, but it may 
bring new ownership interests into 
UA. The distributing organization 
ig owned by Chaplin, Pickford, 
Goldwyn, Fairbanks, Schenck and 
Art Cinema Corp. Schenck, who 
absorbed previous owner-member 
interests such as Gloria Swanson 
and Norma Talmadge, once one- 
eighth owners, has the largest slice 
of UA by virtue of personal inter- 
ests and the ownership of Art Cine- 
ma in which he has associates. 
yoldwyn, next to Schenck, is the 
largest owner, a fact that leads to 
the belief in the east that the vet- 
eran producer-owner will probably 
be the next president. In addition 
to Lichtman at the home office, an- 
other possibility for the top chair ts 
Joseph Moskowitz, v. p. 

If Schenck sells out his UA In- 
terests, as it is believed he will, 
roldwyn is regarded as the surest 
buyer just now. Schenck sailed 
Friday (24) for Europe. He is ex- 
pected back shortly when he and 
Sid Kent will go west to put into 
motion the deal that has been con- 
cluded. 

Fox-Met chain of theatres goes to 
United Artists Theatre Circuit, Inc., 
and not to Schenck personally, with 
result these houses become a part of 
the UA organization. 

While a new UA president may 
be set during Lichtman’s confer- 
ences on the Coast, it is held more 
likely that a meeting will follow in 
New York at which this major de- 
tail will be settled, with Goldwyn 
coming on for the purpose. Miss 
Pickford and Chaplin might also 
come on in that event. Both are in 
the west. Douglas Fairbanks {is at 
present on a yachting trip. Dennis 
F. O’Brien, business attorney for 
Fairbanks and Miss Pickford, might 
represent them and vote in their 
behalf with respect to the presi- 
dency and any other details to be 
settled. Lichtman and Horne will 
be in California two weeks or so. 

Goldwyn had fought frequently 
with his associates on distribution 
of his pictures, and while Zanuck 
has been in the organization as a 
producer some friction is said to 
have existed between the two pic- 
ture-makers., 

Production of 20th Century pic- 
tures by Zanuck for Fox release, to- 
gether with release by Fox of its 
own Fox product, becomes effective 
with the completion of this year’s 
deliveries and start of new product. 
Under the combination of interests, 
Schenck becomes chairman of the 
Fox board and Zanuck a vice-presi- 
dent. Kent remains in his present 
post as president. 


MOUNTIES BACK 


Red Coats Will Get Their Man for 
Par After 5-Year Siesta 
Hollywood, May 28. 
With the planned production of a 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police pic- 
ture, Mounties get their first repre- 
sentation on the screen from a ma- 
jor studio since Metro made ‘Rose 
Marie’ in 1928. Garnett Weston has 
been assigned to write the story. 
Mounties became a headache to 
the studios through Canadian re- 
sentment of innacuracies in the sto- 
ries and operation of the RCMP. 





Coogan Family Sailing 


Hollywood, May 28. 


Mrs. Jack Coogan and_= sons, 
Jackie and Robert, with Arthur 
Bernstein, business manager, sail 


for New York June 29 for a six- 
week vacation, 


4 


> 








RIBBING G MEN 


Roach to Poke Fun at Fed Dicks In 
Cycle Satire 
Hollywood, May 28. 

G men will come in for a ribbing 
in a feature to be made by Hal 
Roach which satirizes the current 
cycle of Department of Justice pic- 
tures. Travesty on the federal dicks 
is being written by Jeff Moffitt, Al 
Austin, Chuck Callahan and Hal 
Laws. 

Film, going into production the 
latter part of June, will utilize all 
Roach contract players except Lau- 
rel and Hardy. Sam Taylor directs, 


PIRANDELLO ORIGINAL 
 GRABBED BY METRO 


Rome, May 17. 

Luigi Pirandello, Nobel prize nov- 
elist and playwright, has signed 
with Metro for an original. Contract 
has a reciprocal option clause for 
future films. 

Pirandello is expected to leave for 
Culver City very shortly. 


Church Femmes Set 
7-Point B. P. Program 


Rochester, May 28. 

National Council of Federated 
Church Women, said to represent 22 
million femmes, adopted a 7-point 
better pictures program at a con- 
ference here this week. 

Idea, outlined by Mrs. Ralph J. 
Hudelson of Indianapolis, con- 
templates classes in picture appre- 
ciation for children, support only 
for films of ‘moral excellence,’ se- 
lective programs for juves, and im- 
pressing on house managers their 
social responsibility to communities. 


CHARGE THEFTING 


Authors Law Warners Over ‘Gen- 
tlemen’ Script 




















Hollywood, May 28. 

Charging Warners used substan- 
tial parts of their story, ‘Yester- 
day’s Heroes,’ in its picture ‘Gentle- 
men Are Born,’ Ronald Wagoner 
and James Wickizer brought a 
$250,000 damage suit and account- 
ing in the Superior court. Also 
named in the complaint is Robert 
Lee Johnson, latter given screen 
credit for the released picture. 

Complainants assert their story 
was submitted to and rejected by 
Warners last April. 


‘Rex and Rinty’ First 


Hollywood, May 28. 

‘Rex and Rinty’ will be the first 
of Mascot's four seasonal serials in 
production under supervision of 
Barney Sarecky, recently upped 
from writing to piloting all chapter 
plays. 

‘Fighting Marines,’ which had 
been pencilled as first, is set back 
to second spot. C. Reeves ‘Breezy’ 
Eason will direct the horse and dog 
cliffer. 





Horton Hesitates 
Hollywood, May 28. 
Edward Everett Horton’s trip to 
England to make ‘Private Secretary’ 
for Twickingham Films, has been 
set back a month, due to his going 
into Warners’ ‘Little Big Shot.’ 
He'd figured to leave here Thurs- 
day (30). 


DELCAMBRE IN SADDLE 
Hollywood, May 28. 
Alfred Delcambre, who goes off 
Paramount's contract list next week 
after a year at the studios, has 
been optioned by William Birke for 
a series of eight westerns. 
Meanwhile he'll play the juve lead 
in the next Harry Carey western 
for Berke. 
Laemmle Struts Stars 
Hollywood, May 28. 
Car| Laemmle, Sr., leaves Sunday 
(1) for Chicago to attend the Uni- 
versal sales convention, taking with 
him a four-reeler promotion film. 
Picture includes individual scenes 
by 23 players who appear in pictures 


next season. 





Armetta’s Loew Personals 
Loew is bringing Henry Armetta 
east for theatre dates. He'll do a 
single. 
Film comic opens June 7 in Baltt- 
more, with Washington following. 








Blackout 


Hollywood, May 238. 

Metro hired a trained tiger 
for ‘O'Shaughnessy's Boy,’ but 
found the animal has a black 
face. 

Now a makeup man has the 
job of painting stripes on its 
pan to make it look like a tiger. 


Long-Run Location 
Job on ‘Bounty’ Has 
Cast Accepting Cut 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Metro’s ‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ 
company left for the Catalina Island 
location Sunday. (26), where they 
will remain for five weeks. Over 
250 people are at the Island, with 
some 400 scheduled to leave tomor- 
row (Wednesday). That makes the 
biggest group of people to be sent 
on a lengthy location trip by any 
major studio in two years. 

With the exception of the princi- 
pals, due to the length of the pro- 
duction and the studio housing and 
feeding the company, most of the 
players are taking a salary cut. 
Same system was used on ‘Treasure 
Island.’ 

Several villages have been built 
to house the company. Principals 
and technical staff will be quartered 
on the Bounty. Work on the boat, 
about two weeks, will be done 10 
miles to sea. Three weeks lensings 
will be done on the Island. 


Beery a Leatherneck 
After Europe Jaunt 























Hollywood, May 28. 

‘First to Fight,’ Marines’ yarn by 
Joseph Sherman and Frank Wead, 
will be Wallace Beery’s first after 
he returns from his two months’ Eu- 
ropean vacation which follows his 
current picture, ‘O’Shaughnessy’s 
Boy.’ It’s also the first picture on 
Beery’s new contract, 

Marines’ story has been ready for 
some time, but Metro wanted to 
hold back and allow the star to 
make a non-uniform picture follow- 
ing ‘West Point of the Air’ and 
‘China Seas.’ 


MG Shifts ‘Madness’ 
Leads and Directors 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Switch in Metro directors has J. 
Walter Ruben piloting ‘Manhattan 
Madness,’ originally intended for 
Harry Beaumont. Latter swings 
over to ‘Adventure for Three.’ 

Dialog revisions held up ‘Mad- 
ness’ due to substitution of Joe Mc- 
Crea for Franchot Tone in the lead 
spot. 








FIDLER QUITS MAG 


Screenland’s Pact Barring 
Air Grabbing 





Rejects 





Hollywood, May 28. 
Jimmy Fidler today (Tuesday) re- 
signed as western editor of Screen- 
land, fan mag spot he has held for 
four years. No successor named. 
Air chatterer rejected new con- 
tract which prohibited radio ac- 
tivity. 


8 Bunn Actioners 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Earl Bunn, former technical di- 
rector at Metro, is set to produce 
eight actioners under Capita! Pic- 
tures label, featuring Reed Howes. 

Fred Newmeyer directs the first 
slated to go this week at Talisman 
studios. 


ANOTHER METRO OPERATIC 


Screen test of Igor Gorin, former 
Vienna opera star, has been for- 
warded to the Coast for approval 
by Metro. M-G officials east favor- 
ably regard the test, but Gorin will 
not be signatured until Hollywood 
gives it the once over. 

Gorin, 26, has radio and Met 
opera bids on also. 











Agent Sult Backfires 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Leo Morrison's $3,000 commission 
suit against George Brent back- 
fired in superior court when Judge 
George A. Dockweller gave the 
Warners actor judgment for $570 
on cross complaint tn contract dis- 
pute with agency. 

Morrison announced he would 
appeal. 


April Production Survey 


Production continued in the doldrums through April with the major 
companies completing 23 features out of 49 in work, compared with 26 
Paramount failed to launch a produc- 
tion spurt during the month, but with six before the cameras, doubled 
Fox held up as most active of the 
Metro was right behind with 


finished and 44 going in March. 


its record of the month previous. 


majors, with total of 11 features working. 


nine. 


The independents kept up an even pace, finishing the same total of 


Hollywood, May 28 


15 features during April as they did in March. 








Month's Production Activity 
Pictures Pictures Pictures 
Major Companies Working Started Completed 
Paramount ....... erectedése 6 4 1 
re pbeebseenan scooee & 5 5 
WOPROES scccccecssccecveses 8 3 4 
Radio WeTTTT TTT Tt 5 2 2 
CO 00s cbancceseeveess 4 3 4 
CWIMIVOTORD oc cccctccncenesses 6 2 4 
Se vdvecteeateSedeeusas 9 2 3 
Major Independents for National Release 
Small-Reliance ...cccrsceces 1 1 
CREE: cn ctivcecbccdtcaren 1 se ° 
Walter Wanger .......-ce0> 1 1 ée 
Independents for State Right Release 
re ee ° 4 4 4 
NG a. dc pave cuoegoassees ° 1 1 1 
M. BH: Hoffman .ccccccccoce 1 1 1 
PS reer ose eeeesee 1 1 1 
SOO. descsuxeat ccervecctes 1 1 1 
Criterion ccccecdccccccevcse 1 1 1 
TERCOINET cc cccicvacesesenece 1 1 1 
Invincible a veaw one des de 1 1 1 
POCTIORS eccciae peeeeeedddeone 1 1 1 
Bupevio’ cvcokceccvssessotes 1 1 1 
Reliable .cccscesecvcsessses 1 1 1 
Chesterfleld ..ccccccccctose 1 1 se 
ey ee (6s soveeuates 2 2 1 








38 Features Completed in April, 1935 





Paramount 
‘College Scandal’—-Wendie Barrie, Kent Taylor, 

Warners 
‘Stranded’—Kay Francis, George Brent. 


‘Alibi Ike’—Joe E. Brown. 


‘Girl From Tenth Avenue’—Bette Davis, Ian Hunter, 
‘Going Highbrow’—Guy Kibbe, June Martel. 

Radio 
‘The Nitwits’—Wheeler and Woolsey. 


‘Hooray For Love’—Ann Southern. 


Columbia 


‘Love Me Forever’—Grace Moore. 


‘After the Dance’—Nancy Carroll, George Murphy. ‘3 


‘Unknown Woman’—Richard Cromwell, Marian Marsh, 


‘Range War’—Tim McCoy. 


Fox . : | 


‘Under the Pampas Moon’—Warner Baxter, Ketti Gallian. 
‘Daring Young Man’—James Dunn, Mae Clarke. 
‘Redheads on Parade’—John Boles, Jack Haley, Dixie Lea. 


‘Rest Cure’—Spanish talker. 


‘Black Sheep’—Edmund Lowe, Claire Trevor, 
Universal 
‘Frisco Nights’—Valerie Hobson, Lyle Talbot. 


‘The Raven’'—Karloff, Bela Lugosi. 


‘Alias Mary Dow’—Sally Eilers. 
‘Border Brigands’—Buck Jones. 


Metro 
‘The Flame Within’—Ann Harding, Herbert Marshall. 
‘Public Hero Number One’—Chester Morris, Joseph Callela. 
‘Murder In the Fleet’—Robert Taylor, Jean Parker, 
Small-Reliance 
‘Let 'Em Have It’—Richard Arlen, Virginia Bruce, 
Independents for State Right Release 


Monogram—‘Honeymoon, 
Rider,’ ‘Paradise Canyon.’ 
Mascot—‘Headline Woman.’ 


Limited,’ ‘Keeper of the Bees,’ 


The Dawn 


M. H. Hoffman—Champagne For Breakfast.’ 


Liberty—‘I'll Bet You.’ 
Beacon—‘Anything For a Thrill.’ 
Criterion—‘Rustlers’ Paradise.’ 
Excelsior—‘Hell Breaks Loose.’ 
Invincible—‘The Star Murder.’ 
Peerless—‘Night Cargo.’ 
Superior—‘The Lone Ranger.’ 
Reliable—‘The Live Wire.’ 
Puritan—Outlaw Deputy.’ 





16 Amateur Shorts 


Master Arts is converting the ra- 
dio and stage amateur gag to pic- 
tures for fair, starting today on the 
first of a series of 16 one-reelers 
cast wholly with tyros except for 
Ted Claire, pro m.c. Budget for the 
non-pros—there'll be eight in each 
short—is $400. 

Shorties, being shot at Fort Lee, 
N. J., will be released through Co- 
lumbia. 


‘CRUSADES’ EXTRAS HURT 

Hollywood, May 28. 
Two extras, Albert Dresden and 
William Patton, working as cavalry 
men in Paramount's ‘The Crusades,’ 
were injured in a charge for scenes 

being filmed at Muroc Dry Lake. 
Men were rushed here in a spe- 
cial train and taken to the Holly- 
wood hospital. Dresden sustained a 
broken pelvis bone and Patton a 





aeverely strained back. 





Winston at Schulberg 
Elbow in New Setup 


Harold Winston leaves for Holly- 
wood Saturday (1) to become B. P 
Schulberg’s personal assistant under 
the latter’s new production setup 
at Columbia. 

Winston is a legit stager who 
served one short directorial session 
at Paramount a couple of years ago 


Latin Luring Names 
Hollywood, May 28. 
Jaime Yankelvitch, South Ameri- 
can picture producer and radio sta- 
tion operator, is here to take film 
names back for personals. 
He handled Ramon 
tour iast year. 





Novarro'a 


Gen Out, Glen In 
Hollywood, May 28: 


Glenda lIarreil draws the lead in 
‘Little Big Shot.’ 
Genevieve Tobin withdraws. 
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£ LADIES AND GENTLEMEN..WE GIVE YOU 


REHE DUNHE 


AS THE IMMORTAL MAGNOLIA IN CARL LAEMMLE JR.'S 
MAGNIFICENT PRODUCTION OF. 


“SHOW BLOAT, 


DIRECTED BY JAMES WHALE 
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Indpls. Speedway 
Interest Keeping 
"Em Away from Pix 


Indianapolis, May 28. 





Qualifying trials under sunny 
skies for the 500-mile race are 
drawing crowds outdoors to the 


speedway away from the downtown 
theatres this week. Grosses are off 
as a result, and the usual upturn 
in biz coming from the annual in- 
flux of thousands of racing fans 
will not be able to offset the pre- 
race damage the auto event is do- 
ing to the film houses. 

Join’ to Town’ is hitting a mild 
$4,000 pace in its holdover week at 
the Circle, while ‘Our Little Girl’ 
is doing only fairly well at the 
Apollo in its second week with a 
take of $3,700 in prospect. 

With two holdovers in the first 
run sector, the remaining two 
downtown houses now operating 
were expected to do better than 
they are: but the Lyric won't go 
above a moderate $7,000 with ‘Dar- 
ing Young Man’ and a stage show 
as the Palace plods slowly at $4,200 
with ‘Mark of the Vampire.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40)—‘Our Little Girl’ (Fox). Shirley 
Temple is the reason for the hold- 
over, and the figure is acceptable 
at $3,700. Last week same pic 
opened excellently at $7,850. 

Circle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 25-40) 
—Goin’ to Town’ (Par). Respect- 
able business for a holdover with a 
pace of $4,000 being ticked off. Last 
week it finished a nine-day run 
with $11,000, very good. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 
—‘Daring Young Man’ 
Palais Royale revue 
Fairly good at $7,000. Last week 
‘Cowboy Millionaire’ (Fox) and 
vaude moderate at $6,500. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew's) 
25-40)—"Mark of Vampire’ (MG). 
So-so at $4,250. Last week ‘Les 
Miserables’ (UA), holdover slow at 
$3,700 


25-30-40) 
(Fox) and 
on® stage. 


(2,800; 


BUFFALO 


(Convinued from page 10) 


Got good publicity and should do 
around $15,000. Last week, ‘Flame’ 
(MG) and Olsen and Shutta. Under 
expectations at $13,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Cu- 
rious Bride’ (WB), ‘Vagabond 
Lady’ (MG). Usual double due for 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Strangers All’ 
(Radio) and ‘Harmony’ (Par). 
Plenty down at $5,600. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-40) 
—Miserables’ (UA). Bright spot in 
the week's offerings and heading for 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Town’ (Par). 
Beat estimate at $11,500. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)—‘Hold 
"Em Yale’ (Par) and ‘Cowboy Mil- 
lionaire’ (Fox). Looks over $5,000. 
Last week, ‘People’s Enemy’ (Radio) 
and ‘New York Night’ (MG), Held 
up for $5,700. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25)— 
‘O’Hara’ (U) and ‘Secret of Cha- 
teau’ (U). Likely $5,500. Last week, 
‘Happened’ (Col) and ‘Unwelcome’ 
(Col). Held up to within expec- 
tations at $7,300. 


FOX CAMERAMEN CRASH 
Visalia, Cal., May 28. 
A. P. Alexander and Louis S. Tap- 


pan, Tox Movietone cameramen 
both reported killed along with 
pilot and mechanic of ship while 


flying over Sequoia National Park 
today in an Army plane. 

Other two in fatal crackup were 
U. S. Army officers. 


FOX AUSSIE EAST 
Hollywood, May 28. 

Stanley Crick, Fox manager in 
Australia, left here Saturday (25) 
for New York for conferences at the 
company's home office. 

Likely he'll go to London before 
returning here on his way back to 
Sydney 


Whale Re-Routed 
Hollywood, May 28. 
James Whale will direct ‘Hang- 
over Murder’ for Universal next, as 
‘Show Boat,’ which he was to direct, 
will not go in until ‘Magnificent Ob- 
session’ has been completed. 
Irene Dunne is in both pictures. 


Lubin’s New Deal 
Hollywood, May 28. 

Arthur Lubin given a director's 
contract by Republic, allowing two 
outside pictures annually. First Is 
‘Two Black Sheep.’ 

He turned out three for Monogram 
n the past six months 


Lewis In for ‘Band’ 
Hollywood, May 28. 





Ted Lewis’ band (30) arrived here 
today (Tuesday), moving up the 
production start of ‘He Comes the 


Band’ to June 3 


fanl Stone directs fo Metro 





Wrong Number 


Pasadena, Cal., May 28 

Picture mob at opening of 
Martin Flavin's ‘Amaco’ at the 
Community Playhouse were 
astonished when cries from the 
cast went up for ‘Skouras, 
Skouras, we want 

Developed he was a charac- 
ter in the play 


Skouras 











Lincoln Frees Some 
Coin for ‘Reckless’ 


And ‘Tr. Saleslady’ 


Lincoln, May 28. 
(Best Exploitation: Stuart) 

Cooper's houses, the Lincoln and 
Stuart, are doing battle for gross 
supremacy this week with ‘Sales- 
lady’ and ‘Reckless’ for ammuni- 
tion, respectively. Plugging went to 
the latter pic with a series of tie- 
up stunts and a gang of ciggie gals 
peddling free samples of smokes in 
all the eating houses in typical 
costume. <A tired biz man in this 
town who gets an eyeful of gams 
with his soup is struck by some- 
thing unusual, hence a good bit of 
talk ensued. 

Rains seem to have let up for a 
while which will help pic biz con- 
siderably. Varsity opening may be 
jumped up to the middle of June, 
it being understood that City Man- 
ager Milt Overman may be brought 
back here then. Chain letter ticket 
sales have the Kiva, second runner, 
deluged in a new biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (LTC) (750; 10-15) 
‘Tonto Kid’ (Mono), ‘Chinatown 
Squad’ (U) and ‘Night at the Ritz’ 
(WB) for three. A _ $1,000 even 
likely and well enough. Last week 
‘Rainbow Valley’ (Mono), ‘Baby- 
Face Harrington’ (MG) and a dual 
‘Sudan’ (Indie) with ‘Gigolette’ 
(Radio), got $1,100 in spite of rain 
all the week. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25) 
‘Travelling Saleslady’ (WB). Looks 
to go far, $2,800 is likely, very nice. 
Last week ‘Private Worlds’ (Par), 
held to the last two days and then 
broke badly. Gross was good at 
$2,600, however. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25) 
‘Our Daily Bread’ (UA) and 
Rhapsody in Rhythm unit on stage 
three days, ‘Million Dollar Baby’ 
(UA) and ‘It’s a Small World’ 
(Fox), dual. A likely $2,400 on the 
stretch, oke. Last week ‘Maybe It’s 
Love’ (WB) and stage show headed 
by Armida, 3 days, then ‘Lost City’ 
(Cap) and ‘I’ve Been Around’ (U) 
on a four day play. Patrons fig- 
ured ‘City’ was a comedy and biz 
held up swell. About $2,900 on the 


stretch. 
Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40) 
‘Reckless’ (MG). Will easily get 


$3,700 if the opening is any show 
of potency, pretty swell. Last week 
‘Miserables’ (UA) toppled midway 
and finished sluggish. Take was 
close to $3,000, though, which isn’t 
costing the place. 


FLEMING’S FOREIGN TREK 
Hollywood, May 28. 

Victor Fleming leaves here next 
week for New York, and then will 
sail for a vacation in Italy and 
Egypt. 

Finishing ‘Farmer Takes a Wife’ 
at Fox, director will be away from 
Hollywood around four months. 

Time Out for Trips 
Rochester, May 28, 

Leopold Mannes and Leo Godow- 
sky, young musicians, who devel- 
oped Kodachrome for the Eastman 
Kodak Company, are quitting their 
experiments until September. 

Mannes is taking a special motion 
picture camera and a load of color 
film to South America, traveling 
down the west coast, crossing the 
Andes and up the east coast. Go- 
dowsky will sail with his family on 
the new French liner, Normandie, 
and spend the summer in Europe, 

Back to Nature 
Hollywood, May 28. 

Joe Reilly, Fox-Westwood police 
chief, going east to arrange for 
facilities of N. Y. police department 
in making ‘Police Parade.’ 

teilly is a former N. Y 
lieutenant. 


police 


Ken Goldsmith Ankles 
Hollywood, May 28. 
Ken Goldsmith 
when the studio ref 


walked at 


terms 
His next picture, ‘Harmony Lane,’ 


is unassigned. 


Sylvia Harris at Metro 


Hollywood, Ma ® 
Sylvia Harris made the Metre 
yroll, though brother Jed didn't 
‘She's going screen play on 
Plunder. 


Mascot 


used to meet his | 


| NEW HAVEN SKIDDING 





|Mae West Holdover as Good as 
| Anything in Town 
New Haven, May 28. 
| (Best Exploitation: Par) 
| Mae West a holdover at Par, and 


| doing fair on second week. Town in 
; seneral sliding off toward 
flevel. Paramount worked an inten- 
|; sive campaign on the West extend- 
jed run, splurging on Old Gold tieup; 

co-op news page; a femme ap- 


sSummel 


| parel window display showing West 


gown from the film; a six-car pa- 
rade in auto dealer tieup: film songs 
plugged at music counters: free 
photos with Mae West sundaes; 
distribution of West standees in 
laundry bundles, also bread inserts 
in bakery tieup; advance publicity 
in gas station windshield stickers; 
wrong number, phone gag; midget 
auto towing city with 
trailer. 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35- 
50)—‘Town’ (Par) and ‘Behind 
Green Lights’ (Mascot). Fair 
sponse second week. Headed for 
satisfactory $4,600. Last week Mae 
got a juicy $9,600. 

Poli’s (Loew) (3,040; 35-50)— 
‘Midnight’ (Radio) and ‘Strangers 
All’ (Radio). Average opening in- 
dicates fair $6,200. Last week ‘Lit- 
tle Girl’ (Fox) and ‘Swell Head’ 
(Col). Not too pleasing at $6,500. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50—‘Caliente’ (WB) and ‘Informer’ 
(Radio). Looks a moderate $5,800, 


Last week ‘Miserables’ (UA). Not 
enough intelligentsia around for 
this one, although $7,800 not bad 


for eight days. 
Bijou (Loew) (1,500; 25-35)— 
‘Danger’ (Fox) and ‘Cowboy Mil- 
lionaire’ (Fox). Slipping off a little. 
Maybe $2,800, light. Last week ‘New 
York Night’ (MG) and ‘Yesterday’ 


(Radio). Fair $2,900. 

College (Loew) (1,565: 25-35)— 
‘Flame’ (MG) and ‘Air Hawks’ 
(Col). Improvement on_ second 


week of new first-run policy should 
bring oke $3,500. Last week ‘In- 
discretion’ (MG) and ‘Mr. Dyna- 
mite’ (U) fair $3,100. 


Studios and NRA 


(Continued from page 3) 

the Code Authority offices from 
producers, chiefly independent, who 
asked rulings in regard to hours 
and pay of extras. One particu- 
larly, wanted to know if he could 
work extras for a certain length of 
time for a specified wage and was 
told he could chisel if he felt Ike 
it, as no one had the power to stop 
him, 

Knockout of the code does not 
seriously affect Hollywood except 
in the regulations of hours and 
establishment of a minimum wage 
for workers. For the artists class, 
the NRA has been a misfit despite 
all the time wasted by actors, 
writers and agent groups for and 
against the various clauses involv- 
ing their classes. Agents’ regula- 
tions died six months ago when it 
was ruled they had no place in the 
industry’s code, 

In the actors’ case, they and the 
producers could not agree on what 
should or should not go into the 
pact regarding their relations, with 
the same conditions applying to the 
writers. 








CASTING ‘SHOW BOAT’ 
Universal’s eastern casting divi- 
sion is working overtime on ‘Show 
Boat,’ skedded to go into prodtc- 
tion as soon as Irene Dunne com- 

pletes ‘Magnificent Obsession.’ 
She’s the only one definitely set. 





GINGER ‘IN PERSON’ 
Hollywood, May 28. 
Ginger Rogers’ next at Radio will 
be ‘In Person,’ a story by Samuel 
Hopkins Adams. Allan Scott is 
writing the screen play. 
William Seiter will direct 
Pandro Berman producing. 


ith 


Hammerstein, 2, at Par 
Hollywood, May 28. 


Paramount from Metro for adapta- 
tion of ‘Song of the Nile.’ 

Later goes east to work 
Jerome Kern on an operetta 
Max Gordon. 


with 
for 


Republic Holds Collins 


| Hollywood, May 28 
! 
| 
| 





Lew Collins stays at Republic to 
| direct ‘Legion of the Lost 

Emmett Anthony and Charle 
scripting 


Logue are 


Cream for Butterworth 
Hollywood, 


Charles Butterworth was handed 


May 


new Metro contract and a raise 
His two-year ticket was punched 


out last week. 


A-board j 


Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, moves to | 
; 


‘Push-Pull’ Recording Challenges 
Hill-and-Dale at SMPE Convention 


re- | 








Remote Control 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Of four pictures in produc- 
tion at Fox last week only one, 
‘Orchids to You,’ was working 
in the studio. 

‘Steamboat’ is up on the Sac 
ramento River; ‘Dressmaker,’ 
at Sawtelle, and ‘Welcome 
Home’ in Ventura. 











‘Racket’ Charge 


(Continued on page 7) 
the independent operators demand- 
ed equal representation on the au- 
thoricy for buyers and sellers and 
explained they classed all producers 
of pictures and distributors and 
chain theatre operators as buyers. 


Metro In Chi 

Charges that M-G-M was using 
‘unfair’ methods in the Chicago ter- 
ritory were aired in a _ resolution 
brought by the committee on the 
Chicago situation and unanimously 
adopted. It was stated that MGM 
sought to force the independent ex- 
hibitors to contract for its product 
on terms they could not meet, and, 
on refusal, the producer would 
threaten to build a theatre in the 
same blicck and ‘put them out of 
business.’ The resolution called on 
all independent exhibitors to notify 
MGM they resented this action and 
that a continuation of the policy 
will inevitably incur the ill will of 
the independents. 

Anotker resolution condemned all 
free shows, such ag given in schools, 
churches, clubs, societies, etc., and 
declared that such showings should 
be outlawed except in institutions 
for shut-ins and army camps. It 
was recommended that all cases of 
free outdoor showings be reported 
by independents who knew of them 
and that proper action be taken to 
abate this alleged unfair competi- 
tion. Rare exceptional cases, it was 
said, should be determined na- 
tionally after a report by a local 
committee of two independent the- 
atre owners and two film exchange 
men, 

Further resolution urged exhib- 
itors to take an active interest in 
politics, scrutinizing all candidates 
for office and all issues as to their 
advantage or disadvantage to the 
industry. It was recommended that 
all newsreels be carefully censored 
to eliminate any political influ- 
ences inimical to the theatre own- 
ers, locally and nationally, and that 
the utmost care be exercised in per- 
mitting candidates the privilege of 
the screen. 

The Pettingill bill to prohibit 
block booking, now pending in Con- 
gress, was indorsed in another reso- 
lution unanimously adopted and 
still another declared that the prac- 
tice of compulsory block booking 
had been extended in recent years. 

Abram F. Myers of Washington, 
general counsel of the organization, 
recommended that court action 
against unfair practices on the part 
of the large distributors and chain 
theatre operators be launched in 
the various states by the indepen- 
dent operators who were sufferers 
under these conditions. He stressed 
the importance of extreme care in 
preparing the caces for the courts 
and urged that al¥ be submitted to 
the office of the general counsel for 
approval before being introduced. 

Governor Talmadge addressed the 
concluding business and 
said Georgia is destined to lead the 
nation to sound Immedi- 
ate abolition of the NRA, the gov- 
ernor said, the greatest 
possible step toward bringing about 
a new prosperity and making pri- 
industry boom. 


JACK WARNER ARRIVES 

Jack L. Warner, v.p. of Warner 
Kros., arrived from Europe 
night (Tuesday) with British chiefs 
of his company. 

Max Milder, WB head, and D. E. 
Griffith, head of First National in 
Eengiand, will accompany Warner to 
the WRB conv l] 


session 
recovery. 


would be 


vate 


Ia ct 
iast 


ention in Ifollywood 


i next we 


AHERNE’S MG LEA 


Hollywood, Ma: 5 
loa Crawford draws Brian 
Aherne a -a-vis in ‘If You Love 
Me, which gets under way at Metro 
next veek with W. S, Van Dyke 
lirectin ; 
Rernie Hyman produces. 


-—? 





Hollywood, 


Two revolutionary methods for 
recording and reproduction of sound 


May 28 


which will result in startling in- 
crease of quality through minimiz- 


ing distortion, were disclosed at the 
final session of the spring conven- 
tion of Society of Motion Picture 
Engineers Friday (24). Improve- 
ments came from RCA Photophone, 
J. A, Miller and Metro, in 
tion with Erpi 


associa- 


Douglas Shearer, head of Metro 
sound department, put on an expo- 
sition of the push-pull method for 
variable density recording which 
produces an increased undistorted 
volume range. In his demonstration 
Shearer detailed how the variable 
density track was broken in half 
and each side of the track recorded 
by a separate photo-electrie cell, 
working opposed to each other to 
give the system its name of push- 
pull, 

With illustrations 
tion of production track made at 
Metro for currert pictures, Shearer 
pointed out that the push-pull 
method freed the track from distor- 
tion and background noise, in addi- 
tion to providing a wider frequency 
and volume range to make dialogue, 
music and vocal numbers more nat- 
ural when reproduced in theatres. 

Now Standard at Metro 

Metro, according to Shearer, is 
now using the push-pull system for 
sound recording on all pictures, re- 
cording to the single track for re- 
lease prints to give greater sound 
quality, 

Shearer declared push-pull track 
can be projected by theatres by rea- 
sonable change of equipment to pro- 
vide for double-electric cells. Metro 
will make push-pull release prints 
when theatres make proper installa- 
tions. 


RCA engineers Ceclared that com- 
pany had developed a push-pull sys- 
tem for recording which can be 
used for making original sound 
tracks via variable density. This 
eliminates distortion, ground noises, 
ete., to make for better recorded 
sound, as also explained by Shearer 
for his Metro development on Erpi 
methods. 


J. A. Miller, head of Miller Film 
Co., woke up the 400 technicians by 
stating t’.at the photographic 
sound-on-film method had definite 
limitations. He then went into de- 
tailed explanation of his mechano- 
graphic recording of sound track 
through cutting a _ hill-and-dale 
groove onto sound film. 

Miller claimed the track-cutting 
system as developed by him elimi- 
nated sound distortions and back- 
ground noise of the photographie 
method, and the mechanical cutting 
provided opportunity for greater 
sound clarity and wider frequeney 


and reproduc- 


range than is possible via photo- 
graphic track, 
Instant Playback 
Miller detailed his film track, 
using slides for illustrations, and 
then demonstrated results which 


could be obtained. Highlight was 
the reproduction of an orchestra re- 
corded in the hotel the night before 
without the knowledge of RCA and 
Erpi sound engineers. 

Miller stated that the origi- 
nal recorded mechanographic sound 
track could be played back immedi- 
ately after it was cut, to provide an 
instant check on the sound quality 
recorded on the film. (Present meth- 
ods of both RCA and Erpi necessi- 
tates development of the original 
photographed track before it can be 
projected, although studios 
times use a supplementary wax dise 
recording that can be played back 
after a scene for the director or 
players.) 

Max ©, Batsel of RCA stated that 
recently developed equipment for 
eliminates practically all 


objectionable distortions produced 


also 


sOome- 


recording 


by the mechanisms themselves. He 
then went on to explain the ideal 
acoustics needed in various sized 
theatres 
Convention covered the entire 
technical and engineering field of 
production, exhibition and aux ry 
phases of the industr’ with more 
than 75 papers read during the five 
days Leaders of the organization 
claimed mert was the most out- 
tyr ! 
[r shition of his achievement 
designing the first practical film 
SMPE elected 
an honorary mem 
A it invented the Vitascope 
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“Nomination for best 


after-dinner speaker in 
New York.” 


By O. O. McIntyre 
NEW YORK ‘AMERICAN’ 











Currently in Sixth Engagement 
at the CAPITOL, NEW YORK 
Te ts. EAS ON 

















“Charming, brilliant, 
sentimental, funny. 
Jessel is truly great.” 


Ashton Stevens 
CHICAGO ‘AMERICAN’ 

















“Jessel in the ‘Jazz 
Singer’ one of the great 
performances in the his- 
tory of the theatre.” 


Jeff Keene 
PHILADELPHIA ‘NEWS’ 











IN PREPARATION 


George Jessel’s First Book 


The Most Daring Autobiog- 
raphy Ever Written by an 
Actor 


“25 Cents Till 2.0’Clock” 


A New American Play 


“God's In His Heaven” 


By MARK HELLINGER 
and GEORGE JESSEL 


Production by SAM. H. HARRIS 











‘Jessel is the most con- 
sistently funny man on 
the stage.” 


Robert Benchley 
‘THE NEW YORKER’ 














“Jessel is one of the 
great talents of his gen- 
eration.” 


_ Ben Hecht 
NEW YORK ‘AMERICAN’ 

















“Jessel is one of the few 
great wits in America.” 


McDermott 
CLEVELAND ‘PLAIN DEALER’ 














MR. JESSEL 
Under the Personal Management of 
ROBERT MILFORD 
’ Center Theatre 


New York City 
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(Continued from page 6) 
shakeout before the group began its 
remarkable climb. 

Whole market was strong to 
higher at the blow-off Monday (27) 
with Dow-Jones industrial averages 


closing at 116.74, an advance of 
2.07 points over previous week. 
Rails were higher and _ utilities 
firmer. 


Amusement issues continuec to 
hold the center of the stock market 
stage Tuesday and Wednesday, 
after being pushed forward in clos- 
ing days of preceding week. This 
interest on the part of traders was 
evidenced most strongly Tuesday 
(21) when Loew common, Para- 
mount certificates, General Electric, 


Radio common and Warner Bros. 
common were among the 12 most 
active stocks on the big board. The 


big upturn in Fox A stock brought 
it and General Electric into the 
golden dozen group judged from the 
point of transactions in Monday 
(27) trading. 

A pleasing feature of activity in 
the amusement list was that in the 
face of heavy profit-taking in some 
stocks, other issues were rushed to 
the front and thrust upward to 
new peaks. Evident disappoint- 
ment that a large stock melon had 
not been declared now sent Co- 
lumbia Pictures certificates on the 
stock exchange into reverse. This 
selling forced the stock to 58% at 
the finish for a loss of 2% points. 
There also was further pressure 
on Consolidated Film Industries pre- 
ferred, close being at 14%. At this 
level, it was down fractionally. 


While this was going on, the 
Eastman Kodak common was firm- 
ing up. It pushed forward with a 
rush Monday to close on top at 
148, an advance of 7 points. 

Fox Has a Spurt 
Fox A spurted the same day on 


reports, confirmed after the close 
Monday, that Twentieth Century 
was going over to that company. 


While firm around its high estab- 
lished in preceding week, the rush 
to grab stock in Monday's trading 
put its close at the peak quotation 
of 16%. More shares changed 
hands in the one day than in the 
preceding five. 

While Pathe A was continuing to 
work lower, Loew common and 
General Electric were forging ahead, 
both going into new high territory. 


Radio common followed the Pre- 
ferred B issue in its climb, both 
registering new highs. Both also 


sold off later in the week on disap- 
pointment at the failure of direc- 
tors to pay any of the accumulated 
dividends on Radio B. 

Warner Bros. preferred, regarded 
by many as a highly speculative 
favorite, went to 26%, a fresh top, 
before meeting profit-taking 
which forced it to 24%. Compara- 
tively large volume was in evidence 
on the thrust upwards. Universal 
preferred also snapped back to 35, 
a gain of one point. 

Both Westinghouse issues. pre- 
sented strong fronts, persistent buy- 


sales 


ing holding the ymmon move 49 
The preferred met selling Monday 
and dropped to 101%. 

Fact that Technicolor has several 


that t 


} r 
IUSLLCSS 


irons in the fire may 


rin 
pickup in | plus the fact 
that the first 
ture done by its 


process soon is to be on the market 


feature-length pic- 


, } 
new 


three color 
probably was back of the sharp 
upturn in the stock Monday. This 
rapid rise was the reason it sported 
an advance of 3% points at the 
close. > 
While directors 
any dividend for 


failed to act on 

Radio B stock, the 

old rate on the Preferred A was 

maintained through declaration of 

a quarterly dividend of 87% cents. 
Con Salaries Factors 


Holders of Consolidated Film In- 
dustries stocks apparently did not 
take kindly to the announcersent 
that H, J. Yates, president of com- 
pany, received $63,000 as salary dur- 
ing 1934, for both 
after the report was announced by 
SEC. The preferred slipped to 14%, 
the old low for 1935. It was still 
off 75 cents at the close, 14%. In 
addition to Yates’ salary, the 
amount paid B. Goetz, vice-presi- 
dent, was revealed as being $42,820. 
M. H. Lavenstein, a director, was 
listed for $32,395. H. M. Goetz, 
treasurer, with $22,616; am Se 
Poucher, vice-president, $20,737; and 
G. W. Yates, vice-president, $15,27(, 
were the other salaries reported by 
the SEC. 


Action of Warner Bros. common 
chartwise indicates this stock is 
either preparing to flatten out 
around the $4 level or push still fur- 
ther forward. Loew common, which 
has had a steady, consistent rise 
along with whole Amusement 
Group, may meet a little profit-tak- 
ing around these levels. Fox A, 
chart readers claim, was in excel- 
lent, shape for the thrust upwards 
when the good news came out, be- 
cause it had gone through a nice 


issues receded 


for several weeks. 

To the more shrewd chart experts, 
the Amusement Group seems over- 
due for at least a technical reaction. 
Despite many bullish signs in recent 
weeks, the smart traders are not 
overlooking the factor of the usual 
seasonal decline in attendance of 
summer months. 

Consequently, it would not be sur- 
prising to see the amusement is- 
sues begin discounting such a box 
office decline. Unless unseasonable 
weather enables the bulk of thea- 
tres to continue drawing well, such 
a discounting move may be ex- 
pected this year the same as it has 
come virtually every season. 

In fact, several amusement 
stocks gave rather plain signs of 
fatigue from recent spurts to high 
levels. Political moves in Wash- 
ington and a generally all-round 
strong market may delay this re- 
action, but there were many Monday 





who envisioned it in the offing. 
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SCREENO IN DE LUXER 


| Newman, K. C., Going for Giveaway 
Gag on Big Scale 
Kansas 1a 25 
Newman (Par) will start tt 


Screeno gag June 4, with one show 


ing a week, at the nine o'clocl 


For the start twenty-nine ‘ash 
rizes will be given, ranging from 
ne to ver lollars, with a pos- 
sibility tha automobiles and other 
valuable prizes will be offered later 

This will be the first time any 


deluxer has gone for the giveaway 
thing for a number of years The 
five and ten-cent coupon giveaway 
in connection with a local drug 
chain, started a couple of 
weeks ago by the Dubinsky thea- 
tres, subsequent run operators, has 
been dropped 

Newman has the Screeno contract 
for the downtown thea- 


store 


exclusive 


tres. 


HAYS GROUP ATTACKING 
OHIO PLAYDATE LAW 


Producer-distributors, through the 








Hays office, are bringing a test 
case in Ohio against designation- 
of-playdate legislation in that 


State, holding such a law would be 
contrary to constitutional rights. 
Such a step was successful in New 
Mexico a few years ago, when that 
State passed an anti-block booking 
measure. 

Gabriel Hess is preparing the case 
to test the legality of any law which 
would make it unlawful for distrib- 
utors to designate dates on which 
their accounts shall play pictures. 

A designation-of-playdate mea- 
sure went cold in Michigan, where 
legislature adjourned during the 
past week without passing any ad- 
verse bills. Nebraska and Missouri 
also went out without any legisla- 
tion adverse to pictures. 





Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany. 


Smiles Corp.; pictures, 


Laughs & 
200 shares; no par value. 


capital stock, 


Beatrice Freedman, Helen Frisch ‘and 
Anita Starkman, all of 165 Broadway, 
New York. 


Edgemere Theatres, Inc.; picture the- 
atres, etc.; capital stock, 100 shares; no 
par value. Alvin Albaum, 25B Beach 
28th street, Edgemere; Nina Novello, 161 
Beach 85th street, Rockaway Beach, and 


Elsie Pearsall, 179 Beach 77th street, 
tockaway Beach, 
Lincoln Newspaper Features, Inc.; 


general publishing and printing business; 
capital stock, 100 shares; no par value. 
Melvin Robbins, Harry Silverman and 
Wilbur H. Friedman, all of 11 Broad- 
way, New York, 

Harvard-Westcott, Inc., Syracuse; pic- 
tures, ete.; capital stock, $5,000 Robert 
A. Cahn and Sydney M. Gerber, 1221 
East Genesee street, and Isabel C 
Youles, 315 Tennyson avenue, all of 
Syracuse 

New Barn Theatre, 
capital stock, $3,000 
Abraham oO. Chasser, 100 
street, and Eric North, 18 
street, all of New York. 

Weinberg Enterprises, Inc.; Yonkers: 
theatrical business; capital stock, 100 
shares; no gar value Leon Samuels and 
Mary Jermanok, 545 Fifth avenue, and 
Jos. Weinberg, 610 West 143rd street, all 
of New York 

Trans-America Film Corp.; advertising 
ind publicity in connection with sale of 
motion pictures; capital stock, $19,000. 
Karl S. Lowenthal and Rudolph Eisen- 
berg, 551 Fifth avenue, New York, and 


Inc.; theatricals; 
Edith Gordon and 
West 42nd 

East 80th 


Ss. E. Sydney, 4311 Snyder avenue, 
Brooklyn 

Institutional Motion Picture Corp.; 
pictures drama amusements, ete. 
capital stock, $250,000 Henrietta Zeich- 


ner, 2690 Webb avenue; Martha J. Hoff- 


man, 2142 Story avenue, and Magdalena 
F. Baumann, 2236 Gleason avenue, all 
of the Bronx 

Good Man and True, Inc.; theatricai 


capital stock, 100 shares, no 
Louis 8. Aldrich, Ann Martin 


business; 
par value. 


ind Lilly Rosenthal, all of 321 West 
44th street, New York 

Eton Leasehold Corp.; realty, the- 
atrical business, capital stock 160 


shares; no par value Ethel Davis, Rose 


Brodsky and Jos. sillik all xf 144! 
Broadway New York 
Dissolutions 
clwood Amusement Corp.; filed by 


Van Alen Hollomon, 1501 Broadway, New 
York 

First National Exhibitors Circuit, Inc.; 
filed by the company; 32 West 44th 
street, New York 

Statement and Designation 

Pacifle Broadcasting Corp., Ltd., Pur 

lingame, Cal.; radio operation; New York 


fh 2 Columbus circle A M Flood, 
secretary $50,060; filed by Manheim 
Rosenswelg 2 Columbus circle New 


. 4 oric 
Change of Name 
I'rom New York Talking Machine (o., 
to RCA Victor Distributing Corp., filed 
by Lawrence B. Morris, Camden, N. J. 





CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento 
Internationai Art Alliance § (amuse- 
nents) capital, 2,000 shares; par, $10; 
permitted to issue all Directors F. K 


Ferens, Dorothy Groton, L. Albert Brown 
Baywood Theatre Corp.; capital, $25,- 
); none subscribed Di tors F. 


Bertero, all 


Metzler Albert Leeds, Jon 
Los Angeles 
Mertens & Price, Inc. (advertising) 
ipital, 1.600 shares; no par; permitted 
100 Directors Fred Mertens 


Pr » Mw 34 


' rge Pri Mar 
Motorized 


Circus, Ine., 
ibscribed $200 


n ivon Parker Ralph 


Ltd.; apita 


C & S Enterprises, Inc. (theatre oper 
n) ipital 75,009 ib ed. $200 
, rs Irving irlin, Lui in 


oinnker 


‘4c Vaudflm in Mpls. and St. P. 
Is Reacting Against Radio Picts 
As Indies Demand Scales Be Uppe 








HEADLESS HORSEMEN 


Hunts Juve Riding Star, 


‘Pioneer’ Hog- Tied 
Hollywood, May 23. 

Paramount in the past four weeks 

has tested every riding juve in pic- 

cowboy hat, 

one to 


Par 





tures who can wear a 
has been unable to locate 
fill the shoes of Randolph Scott as 
the studio’s new western star. With 
‘Vanishing Pioneer,’ first of the new 
western series about ready for pro- 


duction, studio is beginning to get 
panicky. 

In the past week, 12 hopefuls 
have been tested. Those who look 


good enough to fit the requirements 
can’t act for sour apples and those 
who can act look as if they belong 
in a drawing room instead of on a 
horse. 

As a last studio 
make a flying trip of western col- 
leges, try to locate some youngster 
who has a little acting ability but 
with the time element main hope 
lies in Hollywood. 


Beitish Coin prey 
Rowland 4-Picture 
Deal Here and There 


Part of the bankroH for William 
Rowland’s eastern producing at the 
Erpi (Paramount) studio, Astoria, 
L. I., will be British money contrib- 
uted by Anglo-American Film Rent- 
ers, Ltd. Production schedule pro- 
vides for making three pictures at 
Astoria and one in England. 

First picture, under title of ‘Ro- 
mance Unlimited,’ starts July 8, 
with Robert Milton directing. Cast 
includes Jack Dempsey, Sidney Fox, 
Abe Lyman’s band, Helen Lynd, 
Russ Brown, Mary Small, James 
Wallington and the Tune Twisters. 
Musical is an original by Herbert 
Fields, with dialog and adaption 
by John V. A. Weaver and Charles 
3eahan. Edward Heyman and Dana 
Suesse wrote the music. 

Arrangement has been made with 
the French Line for location shots 
to be made at the dock in New York 
and incorporated in the picture. 

Rowland made his Anglo-Ameri- 
can financing deal in New York last 
week with Capt. A. C. N, Dixney, 
M. P., chairman of the board; Giulio 
Niclas, production head, and Peter 
Witt, sales manager. Witt returned 
to England Friday (24), but Dixey 
and Niclas are staying over. Brit- 
ish firm gets world distribution 
rights outside the U. S. and Canada. 

Jack Schlaifer, formerly with 
Universal, is with Rowland as v.p. 
and gen. mgr. Firm name is Broad- 
way Productions. Rowland’s last 
eastern production venture was 
‘Take a Chance,’ also at Astoria, in 
association with Monte Brice and 
Lawrence Schwab. Paramount re- 
leased it. 


resort, might 








HAMRICK-EVERGREEN 
TO MERGE 16 IN N.W. 


Portland, Ore., May 28. 
Understanding is deal on to con- 
solidate Hamrick theatres and Fk'ox 
Evergreen houses in Northwest. 
About 20 major spots are involved. 


Hamrick’s Orpheum and Ever- 
green's Paramount here both have 
already junked thetr competitive 


vaude, 

Understanding is the Skourases 
arranged the consolidation with 
Fox-West Coast in the background 
as a third party on a deal calling 
for joint booking and _ operating 
policy. Finkelstein of Evergreen is 
reported as scheduled to assume 
management of the six consolidated 
houses here. New group would 
dominate this burg with the excep- 
tion of the two independent Parker 
houses 


DU WORLD’S N. Y. EXCHANGE 
DuWorild 


been operating as a 


which has 
national distri- 
indie and for- 
rights 
has opened its own New York 


Pictures, 


bution company for 


eign product on ia states 
basis, 
exchange. 

Rest of the country will 


dled as is 


be han- 


—~ + 





Minneapolis, May 28 

Applying ‘pressure’ in an effort to 
eliminate 4(0c vaudfilm shows in 
Minneapolis and St. Paul, Twin City 
independent exhibitors are training 
their guns on RKO-Radio, which 
they charge with responsibility for 
i ‘deplorable’ situation. 

In retaliation for an alleged brok- 
en promise to the Publix circuit not 
to use the stage show policy at the 
low admission, the Twin City indies, 
members of Northwest Allied States, 
meeting here, decided, in effect, not 
to contract for any more Radio pic- 
tures until the RKO circuit either 
discontinues the vaudfilm shows en- 
tirely or raises its prices. 

A resolution adopted by a major- 
ity of those at the meeting puts the 
exhibitors on record not to deal in- 
dividually with the local RKO ex- 
change in the purchase of pictures 
for a period of one year. RKO has 
a stage show policy at the St. Paul 
and Minneapolis Orpheums. 

Exhibitors present at the meeting 
insist that a tieup exists between 
the Minneapolis Orpheum and RKO, 
although the former house is avow- 
edly a part of the Mort H. Singer 
circuit. Officials of the Minneapolis 
Orpheum declare there is no connec- 
tion with RKO, and assert that the 
local theatre was ‘forced’ into its 
present policy by action of the St. 
Paul Orpheum (RKO) in adopting 
it first. They state that it has been 
successful and that they intend to 
continue with it despite protests and 
action on the &ndependent exhib- 
itors’ part, 

Another charge made by local Or- 
pheum officials is that the Publix 
circuit is behind the present North- 
west Allied move, that the Publix 
circuit attempts to grab up all avail- 
able ace film product and at the 
same time head off opposition 
vaudeville and stage shows. 


J. B. Clinton, president of North- 
west Allied States, has the promise 
of Publix officials to discontinue 40ce 
vaudfilm shows or to raise admis- 
sion prices at the two ace Minne- 
apolis and St. Paul Publix houses if 
the Orpheums will do likewise. 


VOIDED SUIT PAVES WAY 
FOR L. A. THEATRE DEAL 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
deal ready to be closed 
whereby Downtown Theatres, Inc., 
subsidiary of Principal, will take 
over operation of the Tower from 
Robert Gumbiner, latter is prepar- 
ing to withdraw his suit against 
Principal, filed some months ago, in 
which he alleged monopoly and film 
overbuy. 

Fox-West Coast legal department, 
handling the deal, refused to enter 
into any negotiations until after 
Gumbiner had stated in writing 
there was no basis to his suit, and 
agreeing to withdraw all legal mas- 
ters. 








With 


Neb. Bats 1,000% 


Lincoln, Neb., May 29. 

Not a single bill of the five aimed 
at the motion picture industry in 
the Nebraska legislature here came 
through. The session closed early 
Sunday (26) morning and with it 
died a proposed amendment to the 
chain store bill, which included 
theatres to the tune of $3 per single 
chain unit up to $100 for five or 
more in the state. Also resting in 
committee was the two-man booth 
measure which never had been on 
the floor since its first reading, 
Previously killed were a graduating 
circuit tax, a 2% sales tax on ad- 


missions and a 10% gross rental 
tax, sob Livingston, Capitol man- 


ager here, and lobbyist for the film 
boys, batted 100% and has spent the 
days since tweezering gray hairs. 


JUDGMENTS 


(First that of the debtor; 
judgment taker ind amount, foliows.> 


Mitchell L. Erlanger; J. DuVivier: 


name is 


$19,11 

Hleetwood Foundation, Ime.: M. A, 
Rose $19,233 

Norman Brokenshire; M. C. Young: 
$624 


Ethel Merman: $2,776 
Ine.; N. Y¥. 


Dieppe Corp.; 
Frankwyn Productions, 
Telephone Co $265. 
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‘IT IS WITHOUT DOUBT ONE OF THE OUTSTANI 
DOWN THROUGH THE YEARS OF FILM HISTORY} I 
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PLAYING TO WILDLY ENTHUSIASTIC CROWDS AND CAPACITY 
BUSINESS AT RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL. THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE 
GREETED BERGNER’S PERFORMANCE 5 OR 6 TIMES DURING EACH 
RUNNING OF THE PICTURE THAT TOOK NEW YORK BY STORM! 
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Film Reviews 





MY SONG FOR YOU 


(Continued on page 14) 


and complicated romance. This 


time it all looks hopeless until the 
last minute. The girl is going to 
marry the rich Baron. Kiepura 
comes to the church to sing ‘Ave 
Maria.’ Does it well and the girl 


rushes away from the altar into his 
arms for a happy fadeout. 

Some of the singing is splendid, 
the ‘Ave Maria’ and the ‘Celeste 
Aida’ being outstanding. There's a 
theme song, too, and that’s not so 
good. Story is hackneyed and rou- 
tine and acting is far from what it 
should be. Kiepura has a pleasant 
and acceptable romantic quality. 
Janet Flynn is wasted in a small 
bit. Sonnie Hale tries hard to be 
funny, and, as usual, comes no- 
where near the mark. Aileen Mar- 
son handles the femme lead and is 
none too believable. But none of 
these things have counted in past 
Kiepura films, and probably won't 
here. Kauf. 


Czar and the Shepherd 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 


Moscow, May 10. 
Directed by A. Ledashev. Scenario by 


N. Kaufman, 


(In Russian) 

This is an experiment in film 
production, being a combination of 
the use of old newsreels to repre- 
sent historic background with a 
newly laid story to represent pres- 
ent-day achievements. 

Starting with the general strike 
of 1905 it unfolds consecutively the 
barricades in the streets of Mos- 
cow and Leningrad, the Czarist 
police in action, reviews of the 
guards by Nicholas II, Poincare’s 
visit to Leningrad in 1914, church 
processions and personal relics of 
the Imperial family. Then the out- 
break and development of the 1917 
revolution, with all its consequences 
and up to the present day. 

All these historic relics are inter- 
woven with scenes from ‘The End 
of St. Petersburg’ and other films. 
As a connecting link for the frag- 
ments, the authors introduce into 
the film the life of a shepherd who 
comes from the village to the city, 
gets acquainted with underground 
revolutionary circles and_ gets 
caught in the whirl of events that 
shook the Czar’s autocracy to its 
foundation. McLove. 


KLEINE MUTTI 


(‘Little Mummy’) 

HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, May 10. 
Universal production. Starring Francy 
Gaal. Book by Felix Joachimson, music 
by Nicholas Brodsky. Directed by Herr- 
man Kosterlitz; cameraman, Istvan Eiben. 
Cast: Otto Wallburg, Friedrich Benfer, 
Ernest Verebes, Puffy Huszar, Annie Ro- 
sar, Baby Bandy. 


(In German) 

This new Francy Gaal film is as 
good as, if not better than, Paster- 
nak’s previous productions starring 
this, his Hungarian discovery. No 
doubt that Fancy Gaal films get the 
best b.o. results of all pictures made 
here nowadays. One of the explan- 
ations is the judicious choice of 
scenarios: Pasternak has taken care 
to show the star from a different 
angle in every picture, giving her 
versatile charm full scope. 

‘Mummy’ has an original plot. 
Miss Caal is a schoolgirl who finds 
a baby on the pavement in front 
of the foundling home. When she 
takes it in, of course, everybody 








Dir.: NAT KALCHEIM 
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thinks that the baby is her own and 
the finding on the pavement a fib. 
When the head mistress finds baby 
socks which Francy has bought for 
the infant, she is expelled from 
school. She has no money to pay 
for lodgings, so she takes a room in 
a smart hotel, where the bill is only 
presented at the end of the week. 
Here the foundling home’s doctor 
sees her and grows indignant that 
a rich woman who can pay for a 
room in such a swell hotel should 
get rid of her baby in this way, and 
sends her the infant. 

She must now try and earn a liv- 
ing for herself and the baby. She 
tries selling vacuum cleaners. De- 
monstrating one at a wealthy bank- 
er’s home, she gets herself so dirty 
that she has to clean up in the 
bathroom, whereupon the banker 
mistakes her for his son's girl 
friend, whom the boy has already 
sworn that he has got rid of. Francy 
loses her job and tries her luck at 
an auctioneer’s, playing the part of 
an elegant lady who bids for every- 
thing so as to put up prices. She 
gets mixed up again with the bank- 
er, who, in spite of all denials, again 
takes her for his son’s mistress, and 
finally discovers the baby, which he 
joyfully accepts as his grandson and 
for whose sake he forgives the 
prodigal son and consents to a mar- 
riage—most welcome to the boy and 
Francy who, in the meantime, have 
fallen in love with each other. 


This story, with lots of funny sit- 
uations and a great many laughs, 
gives Miss Gaal excellent scope to 
display her acting gifts. Otto Wall- 
burg, in the part of the irate father 
who softens after discovering his 
supposed grandson, is far better 
than he has been in recent parts. 
He has got rid of the mannerism of 
hurrying over his words beyond in- 
telligibility, and is very funny in 
places. Six-months-old Baby Bandy 
is a good choice and a great asset. 
Photography is excellent, putting 
Eiben into the front row of Euro- 
pean cameramen, and _ Brodsky’s 
music is as catchy and fascinating 
as always, with quite a few numbers 
which are sure to grow popular. 
Jacobi. 


Brown on Resolution 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, May 16. 


Gaumont-British Production and release. 
Stars Betty Balfour, John Mills, Barry 
Mackay. Directed by Walter Forde, From 
novel by C. S. Forester; screen play, J. O. 
Cc. Orton; cameraman, Bernard Knowles. 
At the New Gallery Kinema, London, May 


15, '35. Running time, 80 mins. 

Elizabeth Brown... ccccecces Betty Palfour 
Albert Brown...... aoreowl eenees John Mills 
Lieut. Somerville..........+- Barry. Mackay 
| Sr a eeeeeeesdimmy Hanley 
De Waa ous ba 0s 00904 ...-H. Marion-Crawford 
Captain Holt..... venues O00 oan H. G. Stoker 
Kapitan von LutzZ...ccccces:: Percy Walsh 
William Brown...... eoeee-- George Merritt 


William Brown, Jr.......++++-Cyril Smith 


This is a milestone in British pic- 
tures. It is the first time the Ad- 
miralty has afforded co-operation, 
loaned ships, and technical advisers 
for the making of a film, other than 
for educational or interest pur- 
poses. There are thus real ships, 
real gunfire, authentic shots of a 
gunnery training school, etc., and if 
these are not so flamboyant and 
spectacular as those seen in stories 
of the U. S. Navy, perhaps it is not 
the English way. 

Starting in 1893, the plot concerns 
the daughter of a humble London 
grocer who sets out to visit a girl 
friend, in defiance of father who 
has drawn up a deed of partner- 
ship in business with the under- 
standing the girl marries the son of 
the other man. A mix-up in cabs 
occasions a romantic encounter 
with a young naval lieutenant who 
takes her off to supper, and with 
whom she spends the few remain- 
the days of his leave. Despite their 
difference in class he begs her to 
wait for him, saving he will marry 
her at the end of his service abroad. 
She declines and bears a son, whose 
career as a naval seaman becomes 
the pivot of the story. 

War is declared and the youth- 
ful sailor is saved from his tor- 
pedoed ship by the enemy. Ger- 
man cruiser puts into a desolate 
island, Resolution, to replate after 
the battle, and the boy escapes with 
a gun. He shoots every man who 
is slung over on a cradle to repair 
the damage, hoping to delay the 
boat until a pursuing 3ritish 
cruiser can catch up with it. One 
by one he picks off a landing party 
sent to find him, but finally he dies 
when the big ship’s guns are fired 
at his hidirg place. Boy’s purpose 
is fruitful, however, as the over- 
taking Britisher arrives and blows 
up the Germans. Victorious cap- 
tain gives full credit to the pluck 
of the youngster and when he dis- 
covers his watch among the de- 
ceased effects realizes it was his 
own son, of whose existence he was 
in ignorance. 

John Mills gives a natural and 
sincere study of the hero and is a 
distinct find for British studios. 
Whole atmosphere is a tribute to 
English seamen, without any undue 
showing off. An attractive and in- 
teresting feature anywhere, 

Title will be changed for Amer- 





ican release, 





WAGON TRAIL 


William Berke production. Ajax Pic- 
tures Corp. release. Features Harry Carey. 
Directed by Harry Frazer. Written by 
Munroe Talbot; camera, Robert Cline. At 
the Arena, N. Y., May 27-28, half of 
louble program, Running time, 66 mins. 
Shheriff? Hartley.cesccocessssees Harry Carey 
Joan Collins....eceee--Gertrude Messinger 
Hartley, Ir..cccccccccccccescees+ Hd Norris 
tob Collins....... eccccecseecess Earl Dwire 
Deputy Sheriff.....es.cee.-Roger Williams 
Collins henchman.........-Chuck Morrison 


Again justice triumphs in the 
wide open spaces, but not without 
the usual galloping broncs, daring 
escapades and rough and tumble 
battles. Harry Carey is in his glory 
in this oats drama, which means 
that it serves as an excellent Carey 
vehicle. Good direction, plus top- 
notch camera work by Robert Cline, 
make it worthwhile western face. 
Even so, it’s good only for ‘western’ 
houses and dualers. 

Attempted stage coach robbery is 

thwarted by prompt action of 
sheriff and his men. One of men 
captured proves to be sheriff's own 
son. Lad is convicted and sentenced 
to hang. When he breaks jail, his 
dad is blamed and loses his job, 
while leader of robber crew and 
gambling house operator takes over 
the reins. After a series of mis- 
adventures, the townspeople see the 
gambler in his true colors. Cor- 
nered, he _ shoots himself. The 
sheriff is exonerated, the son re- 
leased on parole and the lovers re- 
united. 
All typical western stuff, but done 
with more polish than usually dis- 
played in these hoss operas. Carey 
turns in a fine job as sheriff. Other 
important parts are capably han- 
dled by Ed Norris, Earl Dwire and 
Roger Williams. Gertrude Mes- 
singer as the slim heart interest 
poses well, but has little to do. 


FLIERS 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
Moscow, May 10. 
Directed by U. Reisman. Scenario by 
A. Macheret. Cast: B. Stshukin, I. Koval- 
Samborsky, I. Tchistiakov, V, Lepko and 
Katherine Melnikova. 


(In Russian) 

This film is a highly successful 
attempt to portray unpretentiously 
the new Soviet man in his daily 
work, the bolshevik as he should 
really be according to the concep- 
tion of the communist party. 
Scene of the film is laid in a 
school of civil aviation. Picture 
shows no remarkable events or ad- 
venturous deeds. On the contrary, 
it is fully devoted to a condemna- 
tion of the spirit of false adventur- 
ous romance, as displayed by one 
of its heroes, a pilot, to whose anar- 
chistic boldness, the scientifically 
justified heroism of the Chief of 
the School is opposed. 

These two different characters, 
representing respectively the in- 
dividualist and collectiveist mind, 
are put into conflict by means of a 
love intrigue. Both men are in love 
with the same girl, who finds some 
difficulty in deciding whom she pre- 
fers. It is, however, in the very 
manner that the given characters 
react to the situation, and not to 
the unoriginal plot, that the skillful 
portrayal of the new man lies. 

Sentimentality is completely lack- 
ing. There are no scenes of jealousy 
or tender romantics. Characters in 
the film are living daily strained 
busy lives; they don’t have time to 
tell each other about themselves. 
The girl, a young communist, in- 
stead of sighing on moonlit bal- 
conies, grimly and cheerfully strug- 
gles ahead with the business of be- 
coming a qualified pilot. 

For all the seriousness of some of 
its moments, the film is essentially 
a light comedy, and proves to be 
capital entertainment. McLove. 


Liebe Tod and Teufel 


(GERMAN MADE) 
Ufa production and release. Stars Kaethe 
von Nagy, Brigitte Horney and Albin 
Skoda. Directed by Heinz Hilpert and 





Reinhart Steinbicker. Story based on 
novel by R. L. Stevenson; adaptation, R. 
Steinbicker; music, Theo. Mackeben. At 


79th Street, N. Y., week May 25, '35, Run- 
ning time, 101 mins. 


Kokua@....eeee coccececse- Kaethe von Nagy 
TIWG. pccccccsccceccosescesscs2AAim BROGR 
Ps 6 inde eneseeussenses sees eee 
LODGIES..’. ocvceecesedescéogescdmeens  seelmer 


Mounier. ...ccccccccceesssAribert Waescher 
Tee ANGe icc ccventsdsevcesccceeeee FeNw 
GOUVEFNEUPL. cccccccccevcececes Paul Dahlke 


(In German) 

Product from Germany that is 
about twice as loiug as it should be 
in running time and about one- 
tenth as important as the best the 
Teutonic state has sent across. 
Poorly cast and clumsily directed, 
‘Liebe Tod and Teufel’ won't get 
by the most rabid of the German 
fans on this side. 

Story is both fantastic and bor- 
ing, a synopsis furnished by the 
theatre in English helping none for 
those who do not understand the 
German tongue. As to action, it 
fails utterly to tell any kind of a 
story, and the acting is for the most 
part amateurish and theatrical, 

A love story is woven into the 
structure of the yarn, but it doesn't 
get going until rather late and then 
under implausible circumstances 
with hero and heroine going into a 
warm embrace the minute they 
meet, without even waiting for the 
usual formalities or buildup. 

Translated into English, the title 
is ‘Love, Death and Devil.’ It goes 


over a scenario which locales in a 





tropical port where a ship with its 


motley crew of deckhands has an- 
chored after a three years’ absence. 
Among the sailors is Kaethe von 
Nagy, who shares top acting honors 
with Brigitte Horney. The sailor 
wanders into a novelty shop and 
purchases an ancient, strange bottle 
which, legend has it, will fulfill all 
wishes for its owner; but the soul 
of the possessor becomes the devil's 
ward until it is sold to someone else 
at a lower price. 

Man gets his wishes, 
after meets the girl and inherits a 
fortune, but realizes the devil's bot- 
tle represents a curse. Eventually 
he gets rid of it and all's well,, but 
before this happens a lot of mean- 
ingless, uninteresting footage is 
burned up. The girl, Brigitte Horn- 
ing, is a much more acceptable type 
for American audiences than Von 
Nagy, who is strictly European in 
theatricalism and personality. His 
chances look close to nothing for 
Hollywood, while Miss Horning 
might be a find, Char. 


HECTIC DAYS 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
Moscow, April 15. 
Leningrad Film Studio production, 
Directed by I. Heifetz nad A. Zarkhi. 
Music by V. Shelobinsky. 


but shortly 


(In Russian) 

Summer maneuvers in a still but 
picturesque Ukraine city of a tank 
division furnish the background of 
this comedy of Red Army life. 
Belokon, a young handsome peasant 
boy, formerly a _ stable-man, who 
rose to the rank of tank commander, 
suddenly finds out that Tania, a 
beautiful young student of the agri- 
cultural academy is in love with 
him. 

But despite the beauty of the 
Ukraine nights, Belokon can't find 
room for love in his heart. He is 
relatively uneducated and his tank, 
the worst in the regiment, gives him 
too much trouble during’ the 
maneuvers, threatening to bring him 
into discredit. He studies and prac- 
tices all day and most of the night 
in order to pass an exam, 

It’s tough for him. Love of a 
beautiful blond. Yes, he is proud of 
it. But should he take it and give 
up his learning? Which is more im- 
portant? 

Each of the lovers solves the 
question in their own way. Tania 
considers love more important, gives 
up her academy and devotes her 
time to Belokon. She takes up a 
tractor-driver’s course also attended 
by Belokon. And he succeeds in 
making his tank the best in the 
—e Time has now come for 
ove. 

Well acted, film maintains its 
merriness throughout. Music is very 
tuneful and maneuvers of the tanks 
are accomplished with great skill, 

McLove. 


PEASANTS 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
Moscow, April 25, 
Scenario by M. Bolshintzov and F. Erm- 
ler. Directed by Friedrich Ermler. Music 
by V. Poushkov. 





(In Russian) 

This one deals with a problem of 
socialist agricultural construction, 
which still remains the most impor- 
tant problem in the Soviet Union. 

Fredrich Ermler, director of ‘Frag- 
ments of an Empire’ and co-director 
of ‘Counter-Plan,’ first film to bring 
socialist realism to the screen, has 
gone a step farther to bring out the 
Bolshevik general party line as ap- 
plied to the class struggle in the 
villages. 

‘Peasants’ is not, as the title 
might imply, a sweeping fresco on 
collectivism. 

Taking one compact episode, Erm- 
ler, in a firmly knit story, covers 
much ground, presenting with con- 
siderable authenticity the contem- 
porary life of a Russian village, 
which is doing away with all the 
usual tradtions inherited from cen- 
tury long slavish existence. 

On a collective farm, Swan Hills, 
discouragement reigns, Farm has 
concentrated its efforts on pig rais- 
ing with such success that the pro- 
vided fodder is insufficient. By 
proposal of a make-believe enemy, 
Gerasim, administrator, decides to 
distribute the pigs among the peas- 
ants as part payment for their work. 
This scattering of collective farm 
property infuriates Varvara, Gera- 
sim'’s wife, a former hired drudge. 
Little by little Varvara discovers 
the real aims of her husband. She 
threatens to expose him to the au- 
thorities. To save himself, Gerasim 
brutally kills Varvara. Then he 
stirs up Varvara’s brother, Yegor, 
to the belief that the director of the 
farm, Nikolay Mironovitsch, pushed 
Varvra to suicide. 

Yegor, in a frenzy, stabs the di- 

rector. 
_Gerasim is finally exposed, and 
Yegor, finding that he was duped, 
seizes a rifle and goes in search of 
Gerasim, who is at Nicolai’s bedside. 
Another tragedy is averted by the 
arrest of Gerasim. P 

Psychological outlines of the char- 
acters in the film approach the depth 
of Dosteoyevsky’s analyses, while 
such scenes as the taking an oath 
before an ikon by an old peasant, 
to prove his devotion to the new 
regime, show that the mind of the 
peasantry still remains as it was, 
in spite of the new regime. Pho- 
tography of the film capably inter- 
prets the moods of the story, but 
the sound recording is rather un- 








even. McLove. 


HERITAGE 


(AUSTRALIAN MADE) 
Sydney, May 2 
Expeditionary Films production 2. 
leased through British Empire Films Die 
rected by Charles Chauvel In 
Franklyn Bennett, Joe Valli, Margot Rhys 
Peggy Maguire, Frank Harvey, Norman 
French, Victor Gouriet, Ann Wynn From 
novel by Charles Chauvel; historical ra. 
search by Raymond Lindsay; camera, Tra- 
man Higgins Reviewed at Lyceum le 
ney. tunning time, 98 mins, 


Technicaly an almost perfect 
picture, with weakest points in 
dialog and male lead. Neverthe- 
less, ‘Heritage’ is the finest work 
vet to come out of any local studio, 
and stands a chance of 
Pic was chosen by the Common- 
wealth government as winner in 
competition for best locally-made 
film, copping $12,500. Now going 
into its 3rd week in Sydney and 
likely to stay longer. 

Charles Chauvel, director, has 
had some American experience and 
his work is high-class technically. 
Pic was pretty costly on settings 
and mob extras, but with govern- 
mental prize and local grosses will 
be okay on grosses. 


success, 


Pic breaks new ground insofar 
as locals are concerned and 
smashes away entirely from the 


slapstick farm hokum so beloved 
by earlier producers. It is a sort 
of mixture of themes used in ‘Birth 
of a Nation” and “The Covered 
Wagon,’ but entirely original in 
every other respect. 

Its chances of success in Amer- 
ica depend on whether the Amer- 
ican fans would be _ interested 
enough to pay to watch a story 
concerning the rise of a young 
nation such as Australia. Maybe 
this Australian angle would be quite 
a novelty, If the customers can be 
gotten inside a theatre they will 
see a nice piece of entertainment, 
despite the fact that no known b.o. 
names are used. 

Towards pic’s close newsreel 
shots are used to show how fast 
the country has advanced in re- 
cent years. Photography is excep- 
tional and a decided a ae oo 

tick, 


DRAKE OF ENGLAND 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, May 17. 
Associated British Picture Production and 
Wardour Film release. Stars Matheson 
Lang. Features Athene Seyler, Jane Bax- 
ter. Directed by Arthur Woods. Adapted 
from Louis N. Parker’s play. At the Regal, 
London, May 16, Running time, 96 mins. 





Francis Drake........ ~e..-Matheson Lang 
Queen Elizabeth..... eeeceeee-Athene Seyler 
Elizabeth Sydenham...eeee..--+ Jane Baxter 
John Doughty...... eeccees-Henry Mollison 
Lord Burghley........ eosseee- Ben Webster 


This ambitious attempt to por- 
tray on the screen the exciting ad- 
ventures, against all odds, of the 
glamorous piratical adventurer who 
founded Britain’s sea fortunes, is 
worthwhile. 

The routing of the Spanish Ar- 
mada by a handful of ships under 
the bold, shabby Devon pioneer; 
the looting of the enemy's treas- 
ures by bravado and cunning makes 
for exciting entertainment. The 
romance woven into it through the 
secret marriage between the hero 
and the young lady-in-waiting to 
the Queen creates the necessary 
lightness of touch in a story that 
would otherwise be too ponderous, 

Opinions will differ on Athene 
Seyler’s rendering of the Queen 
Elizabeth role. While hardly con- 
veying the dignity and fearsome- 
ness generally associated with the 
character, her rages and cupidity 
are aptly defined. 

Jane Baxter is adequate in the 
ingenue part, while the various vil- 
lains are capably handled by ster- 
ling legit actors. Matheson Lang 
gives a satisfying performance in 
the title-role, though he seems at 
times a little languid for such a 
man of action. 

Costumes of the period, with 
scenes of Plymouth and various au- 
thentic details go to make up a film 
that should prove a winner, locally, 
at least. 


FIGHTING PIONEERS 


Resolute production and independent re- 
lease. Features Rex Pell, Ruth Mix, Buzz 
Barton. Directed by Harry Fraser. Screen 
play by Harry Fraser and Chuck Roberts; 
camera, Robert Cline. At Arena, N. Y., 
two days, May 19-20, '35, as half double 
bill. Running time, 54 mins, 


a: SET «c's 4540 4003 8 0458 60 0% Rex Bell 
Wa-No-Na.......6 Everebueevevioes Ruth Mix 
‘Splinters’..... Se ey Buzz Barton 
Hadley.......e. essecesse Stanley Blystone 


DOTHOGRE LANG. 6.0 scsi vnncdesvese Earl Dwire 


Wild west opera of Indians and 
Federals and pretty good for the 
juveniles. Ruth Mix, as the 
daughter of an Indian chief, leads 
her scattered tribe against the 
soldiers after her father dies, and 
turns in ae nice job. Leading 
players, besides Miss Mix, are suf- 
ficiently known to attract the kids 
As a second feature film should 
hold up. 

Story, of course, is one of those 
things. A sergeant conspires with 
the storekeeper of the soldiers’ 
stockade to sell army rifles to the 
Indians. Rex Bell, as the lieutenant, 
is under suspicion but he _ solves 
the situation. Yarn ends with 4 
hint of romance between Bell and 
Miss Mix, just enough. 

Plenty of horseback and covered 
wagon stuff. Backgrounds suit and 
photography is mostly good 
Dialog is simple and sufficient 





Shan, 
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Chi Assn Asks N.A.B. to Set Up 


An ‘Account Acceptance Bureau 


a + 


Chicago, May 28. 

Resolution by the Chicago 
Broadeasters Association to the 
N. A. B. has been already for- 
warded to the chief body in Wash- 
ington asking that the national 
body front for the various stations 
in securing advance decisions of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion’s attitude towards’ certain 
products and program before the 
stations signature contracts for 
them. Stations are getting skit- 
tish of the ‘go ahead and stick your 
head into the noose’ attitude of the 
FCC with the commission squawk- 
ing after the station secures a con- 
tract which the commission deems 
undesirable instead of warning the 
station ahead of time. 

Resolution is as follows: 

‘As broadcasters, we are cog- 
nizant of our duties to the pub- 
lic. We are appreciative of the 
attitude of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission in its 
desire to see that broadcast ad- 
vertising be of such a standard 
that the public will be pleased 
with its service and not offended 


‘We know that we must main- 
tain our advertising revenues, if 
the high type of service to which 
the American radio audience has 
become accustomed is to be con- 
tinued and constantly improved. 

‘We are aware of the difficul- 
ties encountered by the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission, 
through their lack of the right of 
censorship, and the broadcasters, 
through their inability to secure 
unbiased information, in determin- 
ing the propriety of certain ad- 
“vertising accounts. ~ 

‘In view of these conditions, 
the members of our association 
fee] that the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters could very 
properly maintain a bureau to 
pass on the propriety of the ac- 
ceptance of accounts, and the 
conditions of such acceptance, to 
disseminate information concern- 
ing advertising practices to its 
members, and to represent the 
member stations before the Com- 
mission in any matters pertain- 
ing to advertising practices which 
had been approved by the as- 
sociation. 

‘We feel that such activity is a 
proper association function. It 
should be a convenience to both 
the Commission and the broad- 
easter. It should give the broad- 
caster a voice in the determina- 
tion of policy and might con- 
ceivably avert unintentional dis- 
crimination against our medium. 
It would further provide the 
broadcaster with suitable infor- 
mation to enable him to further 
his public service. 

‘Such activity on the part of the 
National Association of Broad- 
casters would, we believe, be of 
such value to the industry that 
ft could readily be made self- 
sustaining. It would greatly en- 
hance the value of the _associa- 
tion to its members.’ 


World Pulls Out on WIP 


Philadelphia, May 28. 

Station KYW gets the World 
Broadcasting wax library service in 
the near future. 

Disagreement between company 
and station WIP, former local 
holder of service, resulted in shift, 
with WBS dieanittel its franchise. 








CBS Offers Scan 


Joe Penner is being offered by the 





CBS Artists’ Bureau to advertisers. | attorney general. 
Network’s solicitation has the comic Scbtmekteda: tae: miven-tm bole 
available for a return to the air as 
goon as he has completed his pic- cast circles that the accord now | 
ture contract with Paramount this| prevailing between radio and mu | 
summer. will serve to preclude the gover 
Penner makes the second comic| ment’s pressing of its anti-trust 
that Columbia has undertaken to|suit against ASCAP. Trial of thi 
place commercially after they had|issue has been set for June 1% 
broken away from Siandard Brands.| Efforts on the part of 
Other instance was Jack Pearl, wh | ing’s contingent to induce ASCAIT 
went from Royal Gelatine to Frigi-|to enter into some sort of a co! 
dair« } de e h ti y I j 





NRA Reaction 


Reaction of show business 
to invalidation of the National 
Industrial Recovery Act is 
covered in detail on pages 1 
and 2 of this issue. 


Searle, Prez; Smith, Sec’y, 
Of Kansas Radio Assn.; 
Meet Next in Colorado 


Topeka, May 28. 

Kansas Broadcaster’s Association 
was formed here at a meeting held 
last week in the Hotel Jayhawk, all 
Kansas stations being represented. 
Invitation to the meeting was issued 
by Don Searle, manager of WIBW, 
Topeka, who was elected president. 
Vernon ‘Bing’ Smith, manager of 
WREN, Lawrence, was made sec- 
retary. 

Stations represented at the meet- 
ing in addition to WIBW and 
WREN were: KIUL, Garden City; 
KWBG, Hutchinson; WLBF, Kan- 
sas City, Kan.; KFBI, Abilene; 
KGGF, Coffeyville, and KGNO, 
Dodge City. Stations KSAC, Man- 
hattan, and KFKU, non-commer- 
cial stations at the state agricul- 
tural college and at the state uni- 
versity, did not take part. 

Next meeting of the Kansas 
Broadcasters will be held at the 
Antlers hotel in Colorado Springs, 
July 6, the day previous to the 
meeting of the National Broadcast- 
ers’ Association. 














Bromo Co. Hesitates 


Bromo Seltzer has deferred place- 
ment of the Pathe news clips on 
other than the stations currently 
taking the series until after July 13, 
the date of expiration of the first 
13-week contracts issued’ by the 
account. Anodyne had been figur- 
ing on expanding the newsreel idea 
to some 50 stations during the 
month of June. It has not decided 
to make all time contracts concur- 
rent with the 13-week cycle agree- 
ments entered into with Pathe. 

Stations currently carrying the 
program are WOR, Newark; WLW, 
Cincinnati; WXYZ, Detroit; WGN, 
Chicago; WJSV, Washington, and 
WCAU, Philadelphia. 


* 











F THE MEDICINE 
HOW ARE OUT 


See Exiting Laxatives Fol- 


lowed by Other Proprie- 
tary Drug Products—Loss 


Compensated by Resale of 
Open Time 





"34 TOTAL 





If the networks adopt and literally 
live up to new set of restrictions, 
the paper loss of advertising revenue 
jointly may amount to between $5,- 
000,000 and $7,000,000 a year which 
will be lessened by resale of the 
time made available. This esti- 
mate does not include the turn- 
over in spot time sales derived by 
stations owned and operated by the 
webs. 

Following is a list of the pro- 
prietary drug accounts carried on 
NBC and Columbia during 1934 to- 
gether with their gross billings for 
the year: 


Alka Seltzer......cece sorsecsecee $100,000 
a ke rr 431,00) 
Bi-So-Dol_ .....0.- Sevceese ~~ 188,000 
Bromo Quinine........ $seseeres 94,000 
Crazy Water Crystals. eccccce 282,000 
ee eee ee eee 94,000 
Pe. WA ksc0sae-eeasance coccccce 309,000 
Se Mes vpetdscakees acane coos 250,000 
Father John’s Medicine........- 66,000 
WOR eREID 25:53:5005464000008 cece 171,000 
Fleischmann’s Yeast...... eeccce 600,000 
Fletcher’s Castoria........scee eee 283,006 
Hill’s Cascara—Nose Drops...... 51,000 
Humphrey’s Remedies..... coecce 25,000 
Ironized Yeast......... Sococcces 44,000 
BOG. . Baltes cscese eocccceccccceses 199,000 
Non-Spl .ncccccccccceccccceceese 27,000 
OGSCORO rcscvcoce eccccccccccocce 221,000 
Pepto-Mangan .ccccccccccere eece 26,000 
Phillips Milk of Magnesia....... 177,000 
ye Pr rrereyr rere eee 83,000 
Red Star Yeast... csececs 66 0060008 143,000 
Sal Hepatica......se- eocccsersecce 802,000 
Smith Bros. Syrup. .cosscoeseses 114,000 
Sprudel Salts...... eoccceccceccee 35,000 
TOG  éasd00%s eccecccccocccce 117,000 
Vick’s Product. .cccccccccccsees 114,00) 
Wadsey ProductB. .ccccccsccccccces 458,009 

Se «iveseeas PTTTT TITTY Tre $5,359,000 


Columbia is extending in full to 
stations owned and operated by 
the network its policy against 
laxatives and other deemed _  ob- 
jectionable proprietary drug _  ad- 
vertising. Managers of CBS op- 
erated stations, gathered in the 
homeoffice for a two-day meeting, 
were informed Monday (27) that 
the web, to be perfectly consist- 
ent, would not permit these stations 
to take any spot account whose 
wares would not be acceptable on 
the network. 

With NBC holding to the 
practice through a rule which com- 

(Continued on page 43) 


same 








WEBS $5,000,000 LOSS? 


VARIETY _ 35 








Trade Commish After Marmola: 
Cease and Desist Order June 28 





Castoria Quits CBS 


Fletcher's Castoria has decided to 
pass up the contract it has entered 
into with Columbia for the fall and 
winter and go in for spot broad- 
casting instead. 

Under the deal the laxative has 
with the network its stay would be 
limited to March, and rather than 
be in the position of having to pull 
what might turn out to be a click 
show the commercial has elected to 

‘oncentrate its efforts and money 
in the spot field. 


Radio Medicos 
Mexican Moves 


Hit by Brown 


Washington, May 28. 

Neither Dr. John Brinkley nor 
Norman Baker, removed from the 
years ago in a gov- 
drive, should 
permission to pipe 
the border for 
stations, Federal 
Commission was 
by Commissioner 


air a few 


ernment clean-up 


be given 
programs across 
their Mexican 
Communications 
told last week 
Thad H. Brown. 
Reporting on his investigation of 
requests for the right to transmit 
programs originating in Texas to 
two Mexican transmitters Brown 
recommended that the two medico- 
broadcasters should be kept on the 
U. S. Blacklist. Urged denial of 
requests of Hotel Eagle, Eagle 
Pass, Texas, and Universal Adver- 
tising Agency, Laredo, Texas, for 
permits to service XEPN, Brink- 
ley’s outlet at Piedras Negras, 
Mexico, and XENT, Baker’s station 
at Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, 
Universal application got rough 
handling from Brown, who reported 
that the outfit is merely a blind 
for Baker; that T. Yount, the own- 
er, is Baker’s secretary; that the 
project looks to the presentation 
of programs sponsored by Baker 
that there is no demonstrated need 
for the service: and that the 
agency had only the vaguest plans 
concerning its proposed operations, 





D-YEAR RADIO ASCAP PACT IMMINENT; 
GOVT. SUIT MAY NEVER GO TO TRIAL 


Seek Settlement Before N.A.B. iia alii 
Will Not Accept Consent Decree—Avers Per Per- 
formance Bookkeeping tee Costly 


Radio business and the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers are prepared to sign a 
five-year agreement on practically 
the same terms now existing be- 
tween them. Only matter holding 
up signatures, declares radio’s con- 
tingent among the negotiators, is 


approval of the deal by the U. 8 





of no avail. Attitude of the society 
is that it does not fear the results 
of the government’s action and that 
it trusts in the legality of its pres- 
ent method of licensing performing 
rights en bloc. 


Gov’t Complaint 


Government's complaint, filed last 





summer in New 


York Federal court, | « 
declared that the society’s practice] ge 





of dealing only with licenses on 
the basis of its entire catalog i ir 
violation of the law. Even du 
the sessions that radio’ and 
ASCAP'’s rpation } 1d 
I f¢ weeks Jos I H et 

) Ss re ine by t 
4 of B 7 
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has t i to get r 
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pile a detailed catalog of its works, 
with a scale set for each work, 
showing what the price would be 
for its use on a sustaining or com- 
mercial basis and according to the 
power of the station broadcasting it. 

ASCAP’s negotiators have refused 
to entertain Hostetler’s proposition 
on econorric grounds. To compiles 
and print the catalog he proposed, 
they have pointed out, would cost 
at least $1,000,000 and entail $500,000 
to maintain a bookkeeping 
keep the record: 


annually 
and clerical staff to 
straight on each usage. 

If the reps of broadcasting can 
nsent of the attorney 


tain the ec 


neral in the meantime, the new 
contract, birding for five years, will 
be closed by the time the NAB con- 
vention opens at Colorado Springs 
| July 7. Regardless of what stand 
nt ma take with re 
trial of the anti-trust ac- 
the broads ters are protected 
{ ASCAP es until th 
current y¢ ASCAT 
t é of tl 

$ 

1 to ex eA 
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Washington, May 28. 
Government drive 
‘Marmola’ off the air waves gained 


momentum Monday (27) when the 
Federal Trade Commission, backing 
up the Federal Communications 
Commission, ordered the Raladam 
Co., of Detroit, to quit misleading 
representations broadcast about its 
product. 

With 21 broadcasters under sum- 
mons to defend their conduct, the 
Trade Commission action gave 
added vigor to the whole radio 
sapolio movement. taladam com- 
pany must show cause why a cease 
and desist order should not be en- 
tered by June 28. Government’s halt 
order alleges that ingredients of the 
product are harmful. 

Practices which Marmola makers 
are ordered to abandon are the 
claim that reputable physicians en- 
dorse the use of ingredients con- 
tained in the product, that its use 
constitutes the same treatment all 
modern doctors employ, that the 
virtues of the drug are known and 
prescribed by physicians around the 
world, and that the compound is a 
scientific remedy which is_ safe, 
harmless, efficacious and can be 
taken safely without medical advice 
and direction. 

The government has been after 
Marmola for a long time, the F.T.C, 
having engaged in protracted litiga- 
tion to stop the company’s news- 
paper and magazine advertising 
which ended in a setback for the 
Federal agency but had the effect 
of driving Marmola copy out of 
print. In the former case, the Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals, at Cincin- 
nati, set aside the Commission’s 
cease and desist order in 1930 on 
the grounds the government had not 
shown the existence of substantial 
competition or that Raladam’s al- 


crusade to 


leged misrepresentations curtailed 
competition. This ruling was up- 
held by the Supreme Court four 


years ago. 

3esides the F.T.C. and F.C.C., the 
Post Office Department is, and has 
been playing a part in the offensive 
against Marmola. 

Communications Commission, in 
taking its unprecedented action and 
definitely banning Marmola, pointed 
out last week that it has no author- 
ity to censor programs but is oper- 
ating under the provision of the 
1934 law which requires that licen- 
sees operate in the public interest. 
Seeking to head off possible legal 
action by cited broadcasters, the 
F.C.C. added that courts have up- 
held its contention that broadcasts 
inimical to public health may 
be considered when determining 
whether stations lived up to their 
public obligations. 

The stations concerned are listed 
as KNX, Los Angeles; WBAP, Fort 


Worth; WGAR, Cleveland; WBAL, 
3altimore; WGR, Buffalo; WHEC, 
Rochester; WHO Des = Moines; 


WIOD, Miami; WIND, Gary, Ind.; 
WIRE, Indianapolis; WJAS, Pitts- 
burgh; WJJD, Chicago; WJR, De- 


troit; WKBW, Buffalo; wow, 
Omaha; WSMB, New Orleans; 
WTMJ, Milwaukee; KFRC, San 


Francisco; MKBC, Kansas City, and 
KMOX, St. Louis. Hearing on their 
mandatory applications for renewals 
is fixed for Oct, 3. 


McCOSKER ANSWERS 
WATERVILLE SPEECH 


Alfred. J. McCosker, head of WOR, 
New York, and former N.A.B. presi- 
dent on Tuesday (28) filed a re- 
buttal on behalf of radio to a speech 
made May 18 in Waterville, Maine, 
by Howard Davis of ti American 
Davis 
alleged the part in power controls 


radio and imp i mi-censor- 


Newspa] er Publishers A 


( cer | willing fe radio to 
press in the 
of fairness to _ political 


g tes his 12 years 





it ible rations of 
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Senator Dill Represents WAAF, Chi; 
See Hearst Behind Bid for Time 


_ + 


Chicago, May 28 
luence of Hearst is rumored in 
time by 
WAAF, daytime station here, op- 
erated by the Drovers Journal. 
Hiearst has been seeking station to 
replace KYW which moved to 
Piiladelphia last year and has been 
making offers, in vain, for practic- 
‘ every Chicago transmitter. 


the application for full 


al 

‘Tearst interests known to be un- 
sotisfied with the meagre tie-up 
with WENR, the part-time NBC 


station here, for news broadcasts 
and is anxiously seeking his own 
ouwlet in this second market of the 
country. With KYW’s” removal 
Hearst shifted the reading of the 
Sunday Herald-and-Examiner com- 
ics to WAAF and is even giving the 
station news flashes. This station 
seems willing to listen to the Hearst 
proposition. ix-Senator Clarence 
C. Dill has beén retained to rep- 
resent the plea of WAAF for full 
time. 

Strange angle in the midwest is 
that WW4J, Detroit, with which 
WAAF shares its wavelength, has 
not entered any objection to the 
WAAF application despite fact that 
WWJ is owned by the Detroit News 
which is a rival of the Hearst De- 
troit Times. WAAF is only one- 
third of the required separation 
distance from WW4J. 


CBS SEES BiG 
~ 1935 SUMMER 





Columbia figures it will better by 
more than 20% this summer over 
what the June-July-August stretch 
brought the network in time sales 
last year. Web bases this forecast 
on an estimate of what it will gross 
the next three months. CBS has 
also broken down by industry the 
coin it anticipates from contracted 
business and found that 37% of the 
income will be derived from drugs 
and toilet articles and 24% from 
food products. 

Network’s revenue from summer 
advertising this year is expected to 
come to $2,526,480. Last year’s 
warm spell account for $2,069,544. 


In °31 the drug-cosmetic group 
chipped in $621,156 of the latter 
accumulation, while this summer 


the same group is obligated by con- 
tract to make it at least $912,941. 
The food packers in the summer of 
84 gave CBS a gross of $550,935. 
Network's estimate for the coming 
quarter has the victual contingent 
down for £609,499. Third on the 
network's list of estimated income is 
the automobile industry, with the 
figures showing that it won't be as 
g00d to Columbia this season as it 
was last. In the summer of ’34 the 
aucomotives gave the web $255,511. 
This year the network looks for- 
ward to a total of $216,331. 

Sliehtly be.ter things are expect- 
ed from the tobacco distribs, Last 
summer CBS drew from this source 
$187,550. Tally estimated for this 
summer is $198,509, as contrasted 
with the $368,718 the network de- 
rived for June, July and August of 
19338. 

CBS expecis to do 45% 
daytime advertising thi 
than it did in '34 and 632, 
than it did in ’33. 


better in 
Summer 
hetter 


JAMIE YANKEIEVICH’S 
LOOK-SEE ON RADIO 


Jamie Yankelevich, South Ameri- 
ca radio man, who has been in 
New York since May 16 on a look- 
see of the radio and television sit- 
uation departed for Mexico City 
yesterday (Tuesday). Later will 
visit Hollywood in attempt to ob- 
tain talent and program material 
among the Spanish speaking film 
artists for stations he represents on 
the iower continent. 

He also dabbles in films but his 
main interests lie in radio. On his 
return to New York in mid-June he 
will further investigate new devel- 
opments in television and will then 
embark for London tv gather addi- 
tional knowledge there on subject 
because of recent rumors of per- 
fection of commercially practical 


a@eavatus. 











Stooging in Radio 


Cleveland, May 28 

Mai Clear has the toughest 
radio job. Formerly a leather- 
pusher, deputy sheriff and 
chain store owner, he's now a 
stooge and jack-of-all trades 
for ‘Smiling’ Ed McConnell at 
WHK 

He takes care of Ed's two 
babies, warming milk for lat- 
est one born May 14 Also 
writes letters for him, pays his 
bills, takes care of McConnell's 
wardrobe and even drives him 
to studio every morning. 

‘T’m absent-minded, _ too,’ 
gags Clear, ‘and the toughest 
part of this job is trying to 
remember to keep Fd from for- 
getting anything.’ 


RCA Dividends 


Although maintaining the divi- 
dend rate of $3.50 annually, as es- 
tablished the first of the year on 
the Preferred ‘A’ stock, the direc- 
tors of Radio Corporation of Amer- 
ica failed to take any action tow- 
ards paying accumulated dividends 
on its Radio Preferred ‘B’ stock. 
Many in Wall Street had expected 
some accumulated dividend pay- 
ment from directors at the meeting 
last Friday. 

Radio ‘A’ dividend ordered is 87% 
cents a share, being payable on July 
1, to holders of record on June 5. 
This applies to all outstanding 
shares of ‘A’ preference stock, in- 
cluding shares of Preferred ‘A’ rep- 
resented by outstanding unex- 
changed certificates of the original 
preferred, ten of such unexchanged, 
shares being equal to one share of 
‘A’ Preferred. 











Jean Goldkette Off WOR 


Jean Goldket‘e, musical director 
at WOl,, New York, exits on June 9 
for the summer. Marilyn Duke and 
the Charioteers are remaining and 
will be heard regularly with the 
new director. 

Al Shayne has been signed for 
13 weeks by the artists’ bureau and 
will be spotted on several variety 
spreads. 


26-WEEK PERFUMER 


Odette Myrtil Set on National Song 
Stretch at $750 





Odette Myrtil has been signed fo1 
£6 weeks by ‘Evening in Paris’ p 
fume for a Coast-to-Coaster over 





NBC starting August 19. Programs 
will be once-weekly, though tim 
and day are unset. 

A. & 8S. Lyons set the dea! for 
|the warbler at $750 weekly 


FOR SUMMER 





AT WMCA 


WMCA, New York, is tossing out 


its woman's departinent 


altogether for the summer, with ti 
regular program staff handling 
whatever femme hours arise. Stella 
Ungar, who had been handling such 
assignments left the station last 
week to join Radio Guild of America. 
Her main commercial chore was to 
direct ‘Katharine and Calliope,’ 
which was sponsored by Textile Re- 
finishers. Ending of this contraci 
however, brought all special activi 
ties in this field to a close. 

Alfred Hall has been named new 
program director, succeeding Lewis 
Reid, who exited Saturday. Helen 
Hancock, Reid’s assistant also left 
at the same time. Hall who took 
up his new job Monday (27) used 
to be in the announcing depart- 
ment. Bob Carter, formerly with 
WIP, Philly, moves into this spiel- 
ing vacancy. Phil Fuss, formerly 
with WOR, New York, is new to the 
sales staff at this station. 


GUY LOMBARO MAY 
BE ON NBC AND CBS 


Standard Oil of New Jersey may 
also route the Guy Lombardo unit 


over NBC for a weekly half-hour. 
Spot that NBC has offered the re- 
‘finer is the one preceding the Jack 
Benny-Jell-O program on the blue 
(WJZ) link Sunday nights. It 
would affiliate Lombardo commer- 
cially with two networks at the same 
time. 

Band debuts on CBS for SONJ 
Monday evening, July 8. 


program 














Boston, May 28. 

A new angle was introduced in 
ihe Boston news broadcasting situ- 
ation when it was revealed that the 
Herald-Traveler is out to establish 
its own broadcasting station, and 
that 4 subsidiary corporation, 
known as Fidelity Broadcasting cor- 
poration, has been formed with ex- 
ecutives of those papers listed as 
ofiie rs 

Robert B, Choate, managing edi- 
tor of both papers, is pres'dent of 
Videlit;. Delbert E. Replogle, who 
applied for a_ station license in 
Washington, (and was refused) 
three weeks ago, is vice-president. 
William C. Wenderoth is treasurer, 
and Francis G. Jenkins, radio editor 
of both papers, is clerk of the new 
corporation. Ali these men and 
Harold F. Wheeler, executive editor 
of the MHerald-Traveler, are di- 
rectors. It is capitalized with 1,000 
shares of no par common stock. 
No preferred. 

This revelation, coinciding with 
the paper's week-old affiliation with 
station WEEI for the purpose of 
broadcasting news has touched off 
much conjecture around the Hub. 
It's a wheels-within-wheels setup. 

WEEI, owned and operated by the 
Rdison Electric MWuminating com- 
pany, contracted for its United 
Press wire service before even ap- 
proaching & local newspaper. The 
UP service is a year’s contract (at 
$18,000) with a five-year option. It 
seems quite apparent that WEEI is 
in the news broadcast fleld to stay, 
too. 

When the station completed nego- 





tiations with UP the Boston Globe 





Boston Herald Seeks Own Station 


Replecle, Whose Petition Was Turned Down 
as Individual, Officer of Prospective Corp. 





was approached and asked if they 
wished to resume broadcasting, 
which was stopped by the Press- 
Radio agreement 15 months ago. 
The Globe was not interested, al- 
though they had previously been 
tied in with WEEI. 

Station officials who had had 
some impromtpu dealings with the 
Herald-Traveler (election returns, 
figured this sheet the next 
logical approach. The Herald de- 
cided to come in over one week- 
ond. 


etc.) 


Cullinan’s Job 

Howell Cullinan, who had broad- 
cast through WEEI for the Globe 
for eight years, and who was still 
working on that paper’s staff, was 
approached by the radio station and 
offered the job of radio news edi- 
tor. Cullinan, after 20 years on 
the old, conservative Globe, finally 
gave in and stepped into the broad- 
cast booth with duties comparable 
to a news editor on a newspaper. 

Cullinan sorts the news coming 
from the Associated Press, which 
services the Herald, the United 
Press, which serves the Traveler, 
and the radio station; and the city 
rooms of both papers. He also 
broadcasts two of the periods. Jack 
Ingersoll takes the 11:05 p.m. slice. 

Lewis S. Whitcomb, assistant 
super at WEEI, is more or less in 
the position of a managing editor. 
Whitcomb, a former newspaperman, 
and five years radio editor of the 
Boston Post, has a direct wire to 
the Boston UP office. He and Cul- 
linan, who is stationed at the 
Herald-Traveler building, are in 





constant touch with each other. 
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Indie stations are getting ready 
and the networks regarding 


the key outlets. 


cavort on the big-watted stations 





Smallies Wearing Grins 


fall following the various pronouncements by the big key stations 
laxatives and other medical products, 
See themselves getting all this business whichis being shunted off 


Already they are contacting local proprietary manufacturers and 
their agents to see about contracts, and the minor league stations 
are surprised to find themselves suddenly welcomed with open arms 
after having been given the cold shoulder these 

Medical manufacturers, though chased off the top outlets, are too 
much sold on radio and are too accustomed to ethering during the 
last years to do away with the air entirely. 


themselves with the lesser outlets. ; 
proprietary crowd is going to make a play for the foreign elements 
in the cities and to the rural population through the stick stations. 


Chicago, May 28. 
for a hot spurt of activity this 


past few years. 


Therefore, if not able to 
they feel that they must content 
In general, it appears that the 








Improbable 


Broadeasts 


No. 20—Uncle Don’s Club for Grown-Up Kiddies 
By Bob Landry 


+ 





Sabin Given WBZ-WBZA 
Sales Irk; Two Cities 
Linked as One Unit 


Boston, May 28. 

WRBZ, Boston, and WBZA, Spring- 
field, New England outlets for NBC, 
are stepping out on another cam- 
paign for a bigger cut of regional 
ether biz. Thomas Sabin, contract 
closer for the New York NBC sales 
crew, has been appointed’ sales 
manager for the two New England 
stations. 

Sabin’s problem will be the same 
as his predecessors: he will have to 
sell the two stations together, as 
they are inseparable when it comes 
to commercials. Squawk on this 
setup from some prospective spon- 
sors is that they want to buy only 
coverage for either Boston or 
Springfield areas, where the sta- 
tions are located. 

George A. Harder, publicity di- 
rector for NBC in New England, 
still retains title of sales promotion 
chief. 


NO 10-MINUTE SLABS 
FOR SALE AT NBC 


NBC salesmen were advised last 
week that regardless of what Co- 


lumbia does NBC will not depart 
from its policy of selling anything 
less than 15 minutes on a hookup. 
Qupry developed after CBS sold 
Stoopnagle and Budd to Devoe & 
Raynolds, paint mixers, for a twice- 
weekly 10-minute program over a 
cross-country link. 

Instructions given the NBC time 
purveyors were that the 10 minutes 
preceding or following the press- 
radio bulletins could only be dis- 
posed of locally, and that goes for 
either the summer or the peak busi- 
ness months. 








Visiting New York 








Jamie Yankelevich, LR3, Buenos 
Aires, 

Harold Nebe, 
leans, 

Van Newkirk, KNX, Los Angeles. 

J. L. Van Volkenburg, KMOX, St. 
Louis. 

Earl 
apolis. 

Leslie Atlass, WBBM, Chicago. 

Kelly Smith, WBBM, Chicago. 

Stanley Hubbard, KSTP, Minne- 
apolis, 

Harry Wilder, WSYR, Syracuse. 

A. D. Willard, Jr. WJSV, Wash- 
ington. 

Howard Neumiller, WBBM, Chi- 
cago, 

Charles Gurney, WNAX, Yankton, 
South Dakota. 

Leo Fitzpatrick, WJR, Detroit. 

Dick Richards, WJR, Detroit. 

C. W. Myers, KOIN, Portland, 
Ore, 

Don Searle, WIBW, Topeka. 

A. H, Saxton, NBC. San Fran- 
cisco. 

John Patt, WGAR, Cleveland. 

A. E, Bennett, 2GB, Sydney. 


WSMB, New Or- 


Gammons, WCCO, Minne- 





Announcer—Uncle Don's Sky's- 


the-Limit Club for Grown-Up Kid- 
dies is on the air. This program is 


the companion to Uncle Don's 
Curb’s-the-Limit Club for Little 
Tots. For years parents have been 
writing in and tipping off Uncle 
Don about the bad habits of the 
little tots. Equipped with this in- 
formation, Uncle Don has been con- 
ning the cute little brats into eat- 
ing their spinach or not eating their 
thumbs or being polite to Aunt Tes- 
sie. Well, after a while Uncle Don's 
conscience started to bother him. 
It was kind of mean kidding the 
kiddies that way. So turn-about 
being fair play, Uncle Don got the 
bright idea of having the little tots 


write in and tell him about the 
grown-ups. But here’s Uncle Don 
now— 


Uncle Don—Let’s see what we 
have tonight—May 29—Oh, yes, Joe 
McNamara over in Flatbush is just 
43 today. There's a present for you 
behind the piano. And little Mrs. 
Dubious of Yonkers is 62. I havea 
report about you, Mrs. Dubious. It 


seems you won't sign that deed your 


children want you to. Ah, ah, Mrs. 
Dubious, Sonny knows best. There’s 
a gilt for you in the vestibule. It’s 
C.0.D. Bill Smith of New Rochelle, 
who is just 51, should realize that 
ashes are bad for the rugs. Don't 
be a confounded mule, Mr. Smith. 
There’s a happy birthday party go- 
ing on right now in East Orange. 
The heirs and heiresses have gath- 
ered to celebrate the declining 
health of $2,000,000. Silas Hold- 
tight is 89 today and it won't be 
long now. 

Announcer—For birthday parties, 
reading the will, at the end of a 
boring evening with people who like 
to talk and don't play bridge, or at 
other moments of relaxation grown- 
up kiddies like to serve delicious, 
health-giving Vitamin X Gin. It 
promotes necking, encourages 
naughty stories and doesn't stain 
the sofa. Grown-up kiddies love it. 

Uncle Don—Phil Phizz of Man- 
hattan is 29 and still has the bad 
habit of being single. He had bei- 
ter stop hanging around those pool 
halls and get down to brass tacks 
or Gertie isn’t going to wait on ac- 
count of she can’t stall that subway 
guard any longer. Mr. and Mrs. T. 
Ptomaine Fiddledee of Park avenue 
have been married 11 years today 
and their children respectfully ask 
that they call as Little Ferdie has a 
wager with his small sister Milli- 
cent as to just which man is daddy. 

Announcer—And now we have a8 
special treat. This is Show Off 
Nights for Parents. Any talented 
parent may be entered in this con 
test, but no child may enter more 
than two parents. Just write daddy 
or momsie’s name and address on 
an empty Vitamin X Gin bottle and 
mail it in. And guess who’s first to- 
night? Papa Dionne! He will sing 
‘When I Grow Too Old to Dream— 


Priddy’s WBBM Circus 
Chicago, May 28. 
Al Priddy, former circus press 
agent, has grabbed off a sponsor, 
the Malto Meal company which will 
ride on WBBM, Columbia station 
starting this week with a _ three- 
times-weekly children’s program. 
Priddy is writing and appearing 
on a show about circus life to be 
tagged ‘Adventures Under the Big 
Top’ which will operate in conjun 
tion with the advertisers Malto 





Australia. 


Meal Circus Club. 
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HEARST 








Barrett States Only 3 Subscribers 
Have Walked Out on Press-Radio 





Under the latest 
given the press-radio agreement 
newspapers affiliated with the As- 
sociated Press are now free to make 
up their news broadcasts from the 
laiter’s regular service as long as 
they continue to pay a fee to the 
Press-Radio Bureau of the Ameri- 
can Newspaper Publishers Associa- 
ticn. In all such instances it is 
mandatory that the newcasts be de- 
scribed as the reports of the Press- 
Radio Bureau. 

Among the newspapers that have 
already staried airing the news on 
this basis are the Washington Post, 


interpretation 


WRC; the Rochester Times-Union, 
WHEC, the Grand Rapids (Mich.) 
Herald, WOOD-WASH; the Min- 


neapolis Tribune and the St. Paul 
Star, WTCN; the Waterbury 
(Conn.) American Republican, 
WIXBS; the Elmira (N. Y.) Star- 
Gazette, WESG, and the Milwaukee 
Journal, WTMJ. There is no lim- 
itation as to the number of times or 
amount of news that the AP mem- 
bers may broadcast during the day. 
United Press extends to its clients 
similar privileges, provided that 
they enter into a separate contract 
with the news service for the use 
of its material for broadcast pur- 
poses, 

Entry of the UP and the Inter- 
national News Service into the busi- 
ness of selling news for broadcasts 
has cost the Press-Radio Bureau 
the loss of only one client to date, 
according to James W. Barrett, the 
bureau’s manager. This account 
was WEEI, Boston, which two 
weeks ago bought a UP franchise. 
Other two clients that have broken 


away from the bureau since the 
ANPA convention in April are 
WLW, Cincinnati, and WMBD, 
Peoria, Ill., both of which switched 
their alliance to the Transradio 
Press Service. 

Suit which Herbert Moore filed 


Jast week in behalf of Transradio in 
the New York Federal court against 
the press and network factions was 
received in broadcast circles with 
mild personal concern. Regardless 
of the outcome of the litigation, the 
broadcasters feel that there is no 
turning back for the press associa- 
tion from their present policies 
toward broadcasting and that this 
position of security has been con- 
siderably enhanced by the willing- 
ness of the UP and the INS to give 
them anywhere from five to 10 year 
contracts. Belief prevailing in the 
trade in that Moore's suit will likely 
be settled through an outright pur- 
chase of his organization by the 
UP. 

In his action Moore charges that 
the AP, UP and INS and NBC and 
Columbia conspired to destroy 
Transradio and its subsid, the Radio 
News’ Association, through the 
operations of the press-radio agree- 
ment and the Press-Radio Bureau. 
Moore is asking a_ total of 
$1,100,000 in damages. 

As an illustration of how his or- 
Zanization became a victim of the 
alleged combination and conspiracy, 
Moore in his complaint cited the re- 
fusal of WBBM, Chicago, and 
WCCO, Minneapolis, both CBS man- 
faiged stations, to accept Transradio 


news programs offered them by 
Continental bread, 
Herbert Moore, president of 


Transradio, has sent a letter to all 
subscribers to explain the Transra- 
dio suit against the three major 
press associations and the two lead- 
ing networks on charges of conspir- 
acy in restraint of trade. 

Moore states in part: ‘I want to 
give you the most formal of assur- 
ances that the service .. . will 
continue absolutely unimpaired . 


Likewise to assure you that 
you will, in no way, be involved in 
these proceedings.’ 

‘It is a battle which we have 
elected to fight. The issue—what 
rights has the medium of radio in 


the dissemination of authentic and 
timely news?—is well defined. We 
shall exert ourselves to the limit to 
assure for the medium of radio that 
equality of freedom which has been 
and is the keystone of the American 


press,’ 








7 KINDS OF NEWS 


WSOC, Charlctte, Exploits Varied 
Aspects of Current Events 
Charlotte, N. C., May 28. 

WSOC is going in for news pro- 
grams on many fronts. Under the 
new set-up recently installed by 
Program Director Paul Norris the 
station now has: ‘Headlines in the 
News,’ the Transradio news service 
that comes three times a day; ‘Per- 
sonalities in the News,’ weekly in- 
terviews with local persons prom- 
inent in the news; ‘Humanity in 
the News,’ a weekly series dealing 
with leading civic and social events 
and personalties; ‘Religion in the 
News’ and ‘Education in the News,’ 
released by NBC, and ‘Interesting 
People in the News,’ released by 
American Magazine, 

With that collection of ‘in the 
news’ presentations, the station has 
an additional sporting news _ pro- 
gram that it calls ‘Sports Parade.’ 








NBC BOOKLET 


ANSWERS SOME 
QUESTIONS 


NBC has found that it underes- 
timated by 5,000,000 the number of 
radio families claimed for the blue 
(WJZ) link nationally in its recent 
series of station coverage maps. 
Corrected figures are contained in 
a booklet which seeks to 
some of the queries propounded by 
agency and advertising men about 
the ‘NBC Network Areas.’ Book- 
let, entitled ‘Every Good Question 
Deserves an Answer,’ is being dis- 
tributed to the trade this week. 

Web’s original circulation study 
estimated that the blue link’s na- 
tional service reached 12,360,000 out 
of the 13,966,000 radio families with- 
in the blue’s area. The revised fig- 
ures has NBC giving itself 17,551,- 
000 out of the 18,718,000 radio homes 
which it now says are encompased 
by the blue loop nationally. With 
WIRE, Indianapolis added, this po- 
tential circulation for the blue is 
upped to 17,612,000 radio families. 

Answers set up in the booklet un- 
dertake to clarify the signal 
strength and mail count principles 
upon which the circulation studies 
were based. Booklet explains how 
in adopting one-half millivolt as the 
minimum unit of coverage for a 
community the network complied 
with the general practice in the 
engineering field. By half-millivolt 
coverage is meant the geographical 
area in which a _ signal of that 
strength is delivered by the station. 
Also explained is the fact that the 
signal strength surveys were made 
during daylight hours, which ruled 
out entirely the effect that the sky 
wave, which bobs up after sunset, 


might have on the station’s meas- 
urement. NBC holds that the 
ground wave is the one that pro- 


vides the signal in the primary area 
of the station and therefore is the 
dependable signal. 

Among the questions on NBC's 
mail response analysis that the 
booklet answers is one dealing with 
the method used determine the 
potential circulation of a particular 
county. Another query given at- 
tention is whether the potential cir- 
culation figure of two stations which 


to 


cover the same county are used 
twice in making up the total net- 
work potential circulation. NBC's 


reply to the latter question points 
out that when a county is covered 
two or more stations their per- 


tion of 


by 


centages of potential circula 


that county are added together to 
determine the network’s circulation 

for that county, but In no case are 

the stations’ individual potential | 
circulation figure used a second 

time. 


answer 





+ 


CENERAL MILLS 
19-WEEK TEST 


May Spread to 60 Stations 
in Autumn—I.N.S. Giving 
Assurances to Stations 
Buying Service by Will- 
ingness to Sign Long Term 
Contracts 


AN EDGE 








Chicago, May 28. 

International News Service has 
been bought by General Mills on 
all Hearst stations starting on 
June 3. News will be broadcast 
twice each afternoon in five-minute 
periods except in Pittsburgh and 
San Francisco where there will be 
three five-minute shows, the third 
to be an early evening broadcast. 
Deal is 13-week test and if click- 
ing will be spread by General Mills 
to some 60 stations throughout the 
country and will carry INS news 
exclusively. 

This exclusive tie-up has been 
worked out by Pete Peterson of 
the Hearst radio enterprises. 
Peterson was formerly radio di- 
rector of the Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency here which 
handles the General Mills account. 

On Silver Platter 

Of more importance this INS- 
General Mills tie-up represents a 
new angle in the selling of the 
INS news service to stations which 
haven’t yet made up their minds. 
With this General Mills business 
in their laps the INS salesmen are 
able to offer stations tangible re- 
sults in sponsoring and advertising 
if they should signature for the 
INS service. If the INS test on 
the Hearst stations clicks General 
Mills is known to be ready to con- 
tract time on these 60-odd stations 
on a 52-week basis and this serves 
as a powerful ‘wedge for INS in 
giving its sales alk to the stations, 
since many of the broadcasters 
have been hesitating about. signa- 
turing for the INS deal on strictly 
a gamble basis, not knowing 
whether they would be able to sell 
the news to advertisers. 

INS is removing doubts among 
the station managers who fear that 
the recognized newspaper services 
may be playing a trick on the sta- 
tion. To counteract this fear that 
INS and UP may be merely going 
into the business primarily to un- 
dermine other services INS is of- 
fering the signature’ long-term 
agreements running from five to 
15 years with the stations. 


J. O. Maland Elected 


Des Moines, May 28. 
J. O. Maland, vice-president, 
WHO, was elected president of the 
Iowa Broadcasters’ association in a 
meeting of 20 representatives of 20 
Iowa stations held in Marshalltown, 





Iowa, last week. E. N. Peak is 
secretary-treasurer. 
Association will meet in Des 


Moines on June 24. 


NEWS SPONSORED 





Can't Sell Sponsor 
May Spot Paid 
At Start, 


+ 





One Down—New Style 


St. Paul, May 28. 

‘One down’—long a standard 
golfing term—has a meaning 
all its own to WPDS (St. Paul 
police dept.) announcers. 

‘One down,’ followed by a lo- 
cation, means to squad car 
cops that there’s a drunk at 
the given address unable to 
navigate 














5 NEWCOMERS, 
MANY OUTS 
AT WLW 


Cincinnati, May 28. 
yeneral cleaning out of present 
talent at WLW and WSAIT to make 


room for biggest batch of talent 
taken on by Crosley at any one 
time. Newcomers, numbering 25, 


began arriving last week from New 
York, where they were engaged by 
John L. Clark, gen. mgr. of the 
stations, and his timber scouts Don 
Becker, Bill Stoess and Art Chan- 
dler. Most of ’em are on trial for 
a fortnight. 

Best known recruits are Harald 
Hansen, operatic and concert tenor, 


who soloed with eastern symph- 
onies; Claire Grenville, dramatic, 
and the Virginians, Negro vocal 
foursome. Other invaders include 
Cordova sisters pipesters; Tom 
Grizelle and Milton Rosen, music 
arrangers; Palmer Ward, Paul 
Powell, Hal Fimberg, scribe; How- 
ard Warwick, continuity editor, 


M. E. Jacobson, production, and An- 
drew Stanton. 

Shakeup resulted in three letouts 
last week: Howard Sagmaster, con- 
tinuity editor; Joe Chamberlin, 
writer, and Leo House, production. 

Georgia and George, new sustain- 
ing act at WCKYY, assigned to Tues- 


day evening quarter-hour period 
under ‘Swing High, Swing Low’ 
billing. Geor ia does Negro spirit- 


uals and bears down on blues while 
her partner presides at the ivories. 





Life Saver Auditioning 


Life Savers, through its ad agency 
Topping & Lloyd, is on another au- 
dition bender, trying to find a show 
for a network spot, It’s heard 11 
so far. 

It’s the same account that 
some kind of a record five years ago 
by hearing over 100 auditions and 
then winding up by not to 
zo on the air. 


set 


deciding 





U. P. Asking ‘Guarantee Against 
Percentage Deal for News Wire 


Chicago 

United Press reps 
around the territory selling the 
service to midwest stations. Sale 
men are placing much emphasis on 
the fact that UP will deliver exactly 
the same news to the stations as it 


May 28 


are 


does to the newspapers, and in order | the 


to prove it are offering the station: 
the privilege of tying in with the 
newspaper lines, so that the station: 
can see for themselves that they 
getting the same stories at the 
time, 

In selling the service United Press 


re 
Same 


nd | is establishing a radio precedent by 
bas king for a guarantee and percent- 


bustling | 
UP1 


age deal. According to the contract 
the station must give the press ser- 
vice a weekly guarantee equal to 
the maximum rate the station 
( rges for one hour, this guarantee 
Oo app against 30% of the gross 


he sale of the UP service through- 
out the week, In general this places 
the United Pres rates far above 
charges established by Trans- 
radio and International News Ser- 
ice INS generally has been ask- 
}ing a price equal to the sum re- 
'ceived by Transradio, or sometime: 


i Slightly under when invading Trans- 


» station may receive for 





radio contract atations. 


News But 
Announcements 


Middle and Finish 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
West coast publishers, in their ef- 
forts to combat United Press and 


International News getting into the 
radio news field, have devised a 
way to beat the restrictions on of- 
ficial Press Radio news that pro- 
hibits the bulletin service being 
sponsored, 

Publishers, controlling Western 
Press Radio (affiliate of the official 
service) is starting to deliver four 
15-minute news broadcasts a day 
with the understanding that while 
it cannot be peddled for commer- 
ciallirng, stations, however, can sell 
spot announcements for the open- 
ing, middle and ending of the period. 

Previously, Western was supply- 
ing four five-minute periods for $12 
amonth. New set-up, with permis- 
sion for the spots, is $60. 

Finger-crossing scheme to. get 
away from the sponsorship restric- 
tions is being launched by the west 
coasters to kill two birds. It’s fig- 
ured that neither UP or INS can 
compete successfully against this 
set-up on stations already taking 
the Western Service and further, 
that for the first time the bureau 
will be placed on a profitable basis. 
Report is that last year’s operations 
of the service showed a deficit of 
around $30,000. This was met each 
month by passing of the hat among 
publishers. 

Western Press Radio had a top 
of around 70 stations, but at present 
is servicing about 50. Just how 
many of these will stand the upping 
from $12 to $60 is as yet uncertain, 
but dependent, naturally, on the 
smaller station’s ability to sell the 
spot announcements in connection 
with the bulletins. 


KSTP SCOOPS 
RILE ST. PAUL 


St. Paul, May 28. 

News broadcasting, always a fire- 
cracker in Twin Cities (Minne- 
apolis-St. Paul) radio circles, is be- 
ing stirred into new inflammation 
largely through KSTP’s new and 
energetic setup which is scoring 
beats left and right over its rival 
stations, 

First news of the Bremer kidnap- 
ing case verdict brought to Dept. 
of Justice officials in Washington 
was by Transradio, via KSTP, de- 
spite that both U.P. and A.P. news 
services had the trial covered like 
the proverbial tent. By nearly a 
full hour KSTP was first on the air 
with the verdict. Jury came in at 
11:04 a.m. and 15 seconds later this 
NBC affiliate was telling the world. 


On the Patman bill repassage 
over F, D. R.’s veto, KSTP had the 
dope before the mike at 12:53 p.m., 
other station coming to bat with 
same report at 1:31 p.m. When 
Senate failed to over-ride the veto, 
picture was the same, 

Ken Hance, asst. mgr., says it’s 
all due to KSTP’s highly special- 
ized systerm which rivals don't seem 
to be able to savvy, copy o1 cope 


witn, 


WARD BREAD SPONSORS 
WSBT STREET QUIZ 


South Bend, Ind., May 28 

Ward Bread assumes WSBT’s 
Man on the Street broadcasts ag 
a daily obligation starting this 
Monday (3). Program involves Joe 
Boland doing the interviewing over 
a portable transmitter on a downe- 
town counter around noon and Hal 
Hauser, of the South Bend Tribe 
nue summing up the opinions 
garnered from a mike in an WSBT 
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COMMERCIALS 


WEEK OF MAY 29-JUNE 4 





All time is p. m. unless otherwise noted. 
has two or more programs they are listed consecutively. 
indicates advertising agency handling 


name 


: Su (Sunday); 


W (Wednesday); Th (Thursday); 


This Department lists sponsored programs on the NBC, CBS, and 
Mutual neworks arranged alphabetically under the advertiser’s name. 


Where 


one advertiser 








ACME PAINT 

6:30-Su-WARC 

1:45-Th-WABC 
Smiling McConnell 
*Henri. H. & McD. 


A&pe 
9-M-WEAF 
Harry Horlick 
AMERICAN 
HOME PRODUCTS 
(Anacin) 
7:30-M-Tu-W- 
WEAF 


‘Easy Aces’ 


Goodman Ace 
Jane Ace 
Mary Hunter 


Helen Spring 
Everett Sloan 
*Blackett-S-H 
AMERICAN 
TOBACCO 
9-Tu-WJZ 
(Half & Half) 
‘Red Trails’ 
Philip Bourneus 
John Brewster 
Warren Colston 
Arlene Blackburn 
Elaine Dumas 
J. Hanna, Dir. 
°N. W. Ayer 
8-Sat-WEAF 
(Lucky Strike) 
Lennie Hayton Orc 
Gogo De Lys 
Johnny Hauser 
Kay Thompson 
Charles Carlile 
Rhythm Kings 
Warren Hull 
*Lord & Thomas 
AMERICAN RADIO 
7:30-Su-W EAF 
Fireside Recitals 
Sigurd Nilssen 
Hardesty Johnson 
Gr@sam McNamee 
ARMOUR 
9:30-F-WIZ 
Phil Baker 
Harry McNaughton 
Ella Logan 
BETTER SPEECH 
INSTITUTE 
2-Su-WIZ 
"Your English’ 
*Auspitz & Lee 
BISODOL 
8:30-W-WABC 
Guy Robertson 
Elizabeth Lennox 
Victor Arden’s Orc 
*Blackett 
BOOTH 
FISHERIES 
11 a.m.-Th-WABC 
‘Fish Tales’ 
Dorothy Day 
Frank Dane 
Marie Nelson 
*Sellers _Service, 


Inc. 
BORDEN 
9-F-WJIZ 
Tf. Harrington, Dir. 
Beatrice Lillie 
Cavalier 4 
Warren Hull 
Lee Perrin Ore 
11:45-W-WEAF 
“*Magie Recipes’ 
Bill Bradley 
Jane Ellison 
*Young & Rubicam 
A. 8. BOYLE 
(Floor Wax) 
2-Su-WABC 
Irving Kaufman 
*Blackett.S-H 
H. C. BRILL 
(E. Zee Freez 
Dessert) 
10:05 a.m.-Th- 
WABC 
Murray Kane 
Hal Kanner 
June Emmett 
*Donahue & Coe 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
9-W-WEAF 
(Sal Hepatica) 
(TIpana) 
Fred Allen 
Portiand Hoffa 
Jack Smart 
Lionel Stander 
Eileen Douglas 
Irwin Delmore 
Minerva Pious 
James Melton 
Peter Van Steedan 
*Benton & Bowles 
CAMPANA 
6:30-Su- WIZ 
“Grand Hotel’ 
Ann Seymour 
Don Ameche 
Phil Lord 
Betty Winkler 
10-F-WEA® 
‘First Nighter’ 
June Meredith 
Don Ameche 
Carlton Brickert 
Cliff Soubter 
E Sagerquist Ore 
*a™Mbrey Wallace 
CAMrRBELL 
(Soup) 
9-F-WABC 
Hollywood Hotel’ 
Dick Powel. 
Louella Parsons 
Raymond Paige Orc 
Frances J.angford 
Anne Jamison 
Maria Jeritza 
Edward Nell, Jr. 
Perry Askam 
°Fr. W. armstrong 
CARLSBAD 
(Salts) 
8:15-Fri- WIZ 
Morton Downey 
Ray Sinatra Cre 
*Ktesewetter 
CARNATIe~ MILK 
10-M-WEAF 
Lullaby Lady 
freene Wicker 
M fT. Eastman 
Rrtb Lyen 
*Bcwin, Wasey 


CENTAUR CO. 
(ZBT Baby Pow- 


der) 
11 a.m.-M-WABC 
Dr. Louis I. Harris 
Louis A. Witten 
*Hanff-Metzger 
CITIES SERVICE 
8-F-WEAF 
Jessica Dragonette 
Rosario Bourdon Or 
Quartet 
*Lord & Thomas 
COLGATE-PALM 
10-Tu-WEAF 
(Paimolive Soap) 
‘Beauty Box The- 
atre’ 
John Barclay 
Francia White 
Al Goodman Or, 
9:30-M-WEAF 
(ColgateTooth paste) 
‘Music at the Hay- 
dns’’ 
Francia White 
James Melton 
Al Goodman Ore 
10:15 a.m.-M to F, 
Inc.-WEAF 
(Super Suds) 


Ciara, Lu ’n’' Em 
Helen King 
Isobel Carothers 


Louise Starkey 
*Benton-B 

(Super Suds) 

8:30-Wed WJZ 
‘House of Glass’ 
Gertrude Berg 
Joe Greenwald 
Paul Stewart 
Helen Dumas 
Bertha Waiden 
Arline Blackburn 
Celia Babcock 
*Benton & Bowles, 
Inc. 


CONSOLIDATED 
CIGAR CO. 
9:30-M-W-F-WOR 

‘Harv ‘n’ Esther’ 
Jean Colbert 
Artell Dickson 
Rhythm Girls 
Nat Brusiloff Ore 
*Aitkin-Kynett 
CORN PRODUCTS 
9:30-Tu-WABC 
(Linit) 
‘Hour of Charm’ 
Phil Spitalny 
Arline Francis 
Maxine 
Evelyn Kaye 
Pat Harrington 
Gypsy Cooper 
Mary Rumrill 
Ann De Marco 
silyan Perron 
12:15-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘The Gumps’ 
Wilmer Walter 
Agnes Moorehead 
Lester Jay 
George Graham 
Edith Spencer 
*E. W. Hellwig 
coTy 
(Face Powder) 
10:30-W-WEAF 
Ray Noble Orc 
*Biow 
CRUSADERS 
Thurs-9:45-WOR 
‘The Crusaders’ 
Fred G. Clark 
Marschalk & Pratt 
R. D. DAVIS 
(Cocomalt) 
6-M-Tu-W-Th- 
WABC 
‘Buck Rogers’ 
Curtis Arnall 
Adele Ronson 
William Shelley 
Elaine Melchior 
Edgar Stehli 
Dwight Weist 
2eggy Allenby 
*Ruthrauff & R 
9:45-M-W-WOK 
‘Pathe News of Atr’ 
*J. Walt Thompson 


DEVOE & RAY- 
NOLDS 


6:45-Tu-Th-WABC 

Stoopnagle & Budd 
*McCann-Erickson 
EMERSON DRUG 

Mon-Wed-9:45-WOR 

‘Pathe News of the 
Air’ 

*J. Walt. Thompson 
EX-LAX 
9:30-M-WABC 

Lud Gluskin 
Block & Sully 
George Givot 
Gertrude Niesen 
*Katz 
FIRESTONE 
8:30-M-WEAF 
Vocal Ensemble 
Wm. Daly Orch 
Margaret Speaks 
Richard Crooks 
*Sweeny-James 
rirTcHh 
7:45-Su- WEAF 
Wendell Halil 
*K. W Ramsey 
FORD MOTOR 
9-Su-WABC 
Grete Stuckgold 
Detroit Symphony 
9:30-Th-WABC 
Fred Waring 
Stella Friend 
Kay Thompson 
*N. W Ayer 
FORHAN 
(Toothpaste) 
7:15-M-W-F-WEAF 
‘Stories of the 
Blaek Chamber’ 
Edwin Whitney, 
Dir. 
Jaek Arthur 
Helen Claire 
Paul Nugent 
Rosaline Green 
*McCann-Erick 





M (Monday}>; Tu (Tuesday); 
F (Friday); S: (Saturday). 
GEN. BAKING HORLICK 
5:30-Su-WABC , (iaiet Milk) 
. :15-Dally Ex. Sa- 
Julia Sanderson Su-WOR 


Frank Crumit 
Ted di Corsia 
Kay Renwick 
Carlyle Stevens 
Jack Shilkret Ore 
*B. B. D. & O. 
GENERAL CIGAR 
(White Owl) 
10-W-WABC 
H. Polesie, Dir. 
Burns & Allen 
Ferde Grofe 
Male Octet 
*Thompson 
GEN. ELECTRIC 
12:15-Su- WEAF 


‘What Home Means 
to Me’ 

*Maxon 

GENERAL FOODS 


2:30-F-WEAF 
(Grape Nut Flakes 
and Sanka) 
‘Kitchen Party’ 
M. W. Barnum, Dir. 
Martha Mears 
Jimmy Wilkinson 
Al & Lee Relser 
Warren Hull 
frances Lee Barton 
*Young & Rubicam 
9-Th-WEAF 
(Maxwell) 
‘Show Boat’ 
Lanny Ross 
Frank McIntyre 
Conrad Thibault 
Muriel Wilson 
‘Molasses ‘mn’ Jan'ry 
Gus Haenschen 
*Benton & Bowles 
7-Su-WJZ 
(Jell-O) 
Harrington, 
Jack Benny 
Mary Livingston 
Don Bestor Ore 
Frank Parker 
*Young & Rubicam 
7:15 p.m.-M-Th-F 
(Bran Flakes) 
Tony & Gus 
Mario Chamlee 
George F. Brown 
*Benton & Bowles 
GENERAL MILLS 
4:15-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WOR 
‘Life of Mary 
Southern’ 
Linda Carlon 
Bess McCammon 


10:45-W-F-WEAF 
Betty Crocker 


Cooking Recipes 
*McCord Co. 


5:30-Daily Ex. 
Su-WABC 


Jack Armstrong 
All American Boy 
4-Daily-WJZ 

‘Betty & Bob’ 

Betty Churchill 

Don Ameche 

Betty Winkler 

Art Jacobson 

Carl Brickert 

Louis Roen 

*Blackett 

GILLETTE SAFE- 
TY RAZOR 


10:30 p.m.M-WEAF 


‘Lucky Smith’ 
Max Baer 
Pes La Centra 
Garson Kanin 
Frank Ventre 
GOODRICH 
(Tires) 
10:30-Fri-WEAF 
Circus Night In 
Silvertown’ 
Edw. Dunham, Dir. 
Joe Cook 
B. A. Rolfe Ore 
Teddy Pergman 
Tim and Irene 
Phil Duey 
sucy Monroe 
2eg La Centra 
Chorus 
Ruthrauff-R 
GULE 
8:30-Sua-WABO 
Will Rogers 
Hallie Stiles 
Frank Tours Ore 
*Cecil, W. & C. 
HEALTH PROD. 
6-Su-WABC 
(Feen-A-Mint) 
Amateur Night’ 
Ray Perkins, M.C. 
Arnold Johnson Orc 
*Wm. Esty 
MEKCKER 1-0 
6:15-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘H-Bar-OQ Rangers 
Bobby Benson 
Neill O'Malley 
Wlorence Halop 
Billy Halop 
Eddie Wragge 
John Battle 
Detmar Poppen 
Lorraine Pankow 
Joe Wilton 
Jotin Shea 
Peter Dixon 
*Erwin-Waseyv 


EDNA WALLACE 
HOPPER 
2:lo Daily Ex Sa- 
Su-W ABC 
‘Romance of Helen 

Trent’ 
Virgina Clark 
Lester Tremayne 
Marie Nelson 
Alice Hill 
Sundra Love 
Gene McMullen 
Jack Doty 
Hazel Dopheide 
*Bilackett 


Dir. 


Sa- 








Lum & Abner 
Chester Lauch 
Norris Goff 
*Lord & Thomas 


HOUSEHOLD 
FINANCE 
8 :30-Tu- WJZ 
Edgar A. Guest 
Bernardine Flynn 
Don Briggs 
Sidney Ellstrom 
Gallicchios Ore 
*c. D. Frey 


JERGEN 
9:30-Su-WJZ 
S. V. Dobbs, Dir. 
Cornelia Otis Skin- 


ner 
*J Walt. Thompson 


JOHNS-MANVILLE 
7:30-Thurs-WJZ 
Floyd Gibbons 
*J. Walt. Thompson 
JOHNSON & SON 
(Floor Wax) 
5:30-Su- WEAF 
‘House by the Side 
of the Road’ 
Tony Wons 
Three Brothers 
Loretta Poynton 
Hazel Dopheide 
Emery Darcy 
Cinna Vanno 
Ronnie & Van 
Anne Campbell 
10-Tu-WJIZ 
‘Fibber McGee 
Molly’ 
Marion & J Jordan 
Ronnie & Van 
U. Marcelli’s Ore 
*Needham 


ROBT. JOHNSTON 
12:45-M thru Th- 
WoR 

‘Painted Dreams’ 
Bess Flynn 
Alice Hill 
Mary Afflick 
Kay Chase 
*N. W. Ayer 
KELLOGG 
5:30-Daily Ex. 
Su-WJZ 
‘Singing Lady’ 
Ireene Wicker 
8:30-F-WJIZ 
Ruth Etting 
Red Nichol’s Ore 
Dolly Stark 
Bill Tilden 
KISSPROOF, INC. 
M-W-F-1 p.m.-WOR 
‘The Lone Doctor’ 
Ona Munson 
*Blackett-Sample-H 
KLEENEX 
11:15 a.m.-M to F- 
WABC 


& 


Sa- 


‘Story of Mary 
Marlin’ 
Basil Loughren, Dir. 
Jan Crusinberry Au. 
Joane Blaine 
Art Jacobson 
Carleton Brickert 
Betty Lou Gerson 
Irancis X. Bushman 
Judith Lowery 
Bob Fiske 
Murray Forbes 
Marjorie Hannon 
Anne Davenport 
Donald Briggs 
Isabel Randolph 
Lucille Husting 
*Lord & Thomas 


KOLYNOS 
7:15-Daily Ex Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘Just Plain Bill’ 

Arthur Hughes 

Ruth Russell 
James Meighan 
Curtis Arnall 
Jos, Latham 
*Blackett-S-H 


KRAFT-PHENIX 
10-Th-WEAF 
P Whiteman Ore 
Lou Holtz 
Ramona 
Helen Jepson 
*J Walt. Thomp. 
LADY ESTHER 
10-Su-M-WABC 
8:30-Tu-W-WEAF 
Wayne King 
*Stack-Goble 
LEHN & FINK 
(Lysol) 
&-Su-WABC 
Ethel Merman 
Ted Husing 
Al Goodman's Orc 
*Lennen & Mitchell 
LIBBY MeNEILI 
5:15-M-W-F- WABC 
‘Adventure Hour’ 
Alfreil Prown 
Patricia Dunlap 
James Andelin 
Tesse Pugh 
Reg Knorr 
*J. Walt. Thompson 
LORILLARD 
(Briggs Tobacco) 
(Muriel Ciears) 
7:45-Sa-WEAF 
‘Sports Review 
Thornton Fisher 
Joe Cronin 
*Lennen & M 
LOUIS PHILLIPPE 
2 Daily Ex. Sa-Se- 
WABC 
‘Marie, Little Frenck 
Princess’ 
Ruth Yorke 
James Meighan 
Lester Jay 
*Rlackett 
UX 
2:30-Su-WJIZ 
T. Luckenbill. Dir 
‘Vinegar Tree’ 
Rilie Burke 
‘Conrad Nagel 
Natalie Shaefer 
Greta Kvalden 
Joseph Atien 
Johnathan Hale 





*J. Walt. Thompsoa 


LUXOR 
2-Su-WEAF 
‘Sally of Talkie@ 
Basel Loughrane 
Henry Saxe 
Joan Blane 
Marjorie Hannas 
Murray Forbes 
Dick Wells 
*Lord & Thomas 


MACFADDEN 
8:30-F-WABO 


(True Story) 
‘Court of Human 
Relations’ 
Percy Hemus 
Arnold Johnson's Or 
Elsie Hitz 
Ned Wever 
Howard Smith 
Lucille Wall 
Allyn Joslyn 
Paul Stewart 


MAYBELLINE 
3:30-Su-WEAF 
‘Penthouse Seren- 
ade’ 
Don Mario 
Dorothy Hamilton 
Chas. Gaylord Ore 
*Cramer Kasselt 


MEXICAN MUSI- 
CAL TOURS 


9:30 crea 
VIZ 


Angele Mercado Ore 
George L. Rihl 
*Direct 
DR. MILES LAB’S 
(Alka-Seltzer) 
9:30-Sa-WJIZ 
WLS Barn Dance 
Ridge Runners 
Uncle Ezra 
Lulu Belle 
Maple City 4 
(4:45-M-W-F- WEAF 
‘Uncle Ezra,’ Radlo 
Station EZRA 
Pat Barrett 
Cliff Soubier 
Carleton Guy 
Nora Cunneen 
*Wade 
MODERN FOOD 
PROCESS CO, 
4:15-M-WJZ 
Charles Sorce 
Harry Swan 
*Clements Co. 
MOHAWK 
CARPET MILLS 
12:30-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
4 Star Jones’ 
Johnny Kane 
Elizabeth Day 
Bill Johnstone 
Philip Van Zandt 
Irene Winston 
Florence Malone 
Houston Richards 
Eddie Marr 
*Blackett-S-H. 


(Dog Food) 
Bob Becker 
Dog Chats 
*Henri, H. & McD. 
NORSEC 
(Toothpaste) 
11:45-M-W-F 
WABC 
W Butterworth 
Ralph Dumke 
Ed East 
*Stack-Goble 
NORTHWESTERN 
YEAST 
1:30-M to F-WJZ 
‘Virginia Lee and 
Sunbeam’ 
Dorothy Page 
Bob White 
Elinor Harriott 
Ed Prentess 
Virginia Lee 
OUTDOOR GIRL, 
Inc. 


12:45 p.m.-M-W-F 
WABC 
Blanche Sweet 
*Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert, Ine. 
PACIFIC BORAX 
9-Th-WJIZ 
‘Deatn Vall’'y Days’ 
Tim Frawley 
Edwin W. Whitney 
Lonesome Cowboy 
Jean King 
Jack McBryde 
Joseph Bonime Ore 
*McC.Erick 
PEPSODENT 
7-Daily Ex Sat Sun- 
WIZ 


Amos ‘n’ Andy 
Freeman Gosdea 
Charles Correll 
PINAUD 
(Hair Tonite) 
10:30-M-WABO 
B Von Hallberg Orc 
"Calkins & H, 
PHILCO 
7:45 daily ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 


Boake Carter 
*Hutchins 
PHILLIPS-JONES 
(Arrow Shirts) 
9:45-Su-WJIZ 
Vera Brodsky 
Harold Triggs 
Louis K. Anspacker 
*Peck 
PHILIP MORRIS 
8-Tu-WEAF 
l.eo Reisman’s Ore 
Phil Duey 
8-W-WABO 
Johnnie 
Foursome 
10:45 a. m.-Sa-WOR 
Graphologist 
Mme. N. Olyanova 








PILLSBURY 
10:30-Daily-WJZ 
*Today's Children’ 
Irma Phillips 
Walter Wicker 
Bess Johnson 
Irene Wicker 
Lucy Gillman 
Fred Von Amos 
Jean McGregor 
*Hutchinson 


11 a.m.-W-F-WABC 


‘Cooking Close Ups’ 

Mary Ellis Ames 

*Hutchinson 
PLOUGH, INC, 


10-W-WEAF 
Guy Lombardo 
Ricardo Cortes 
*Lake-Spiro-C 
PREMIER PABST 

9-Tu- WEAF 


Ben Bernie 
*Morris-W. & B. 
J. L. PRESCOTT 
(Oxol) 
10:30 a.m.-Daily Ex. 
Sa-Su-WABC 
Jack Fulton Ore. 
*B. B.D & O. 
PRINCESS PAT 
9:30-M-WJZ 
‘Cupid With a Gun’ 
Seymour Young 
Eleanor Audley 
Joan Blaine 
Arthur Jacobson 
Douglas Hope 
*McJunkin 
P’CT’R & G’MBLE 
8:15 Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WEAPF 
(Crisco) 
Vic & Sade’ 
Art Van Harvey 
Billy Idelson 
Bernadine Flynn 
10-Su- WEAF 
(lvory Soap) 
‘The Gibson Family’ 
Cenrad Thibault 
Jack & L Clemens 
Lois Bennett 
Don Voorhees Ore 
5:45-M-W-F-WJIZ 
Ivory Stamp Club 
Capt. Tim Healey 
*Blackman 
3:30 Daily Except 
Sa & Su-WEAF 
(Oxydol) 
‘Ma Perkins’ 
Virginia Dayne 
Margery Hannon 
Karl Hube! 
Will Fornum 
Chas. Eggleston 
*Blackett 
3:45 p.m.-Tu-W- 
Th-WEAF 
(Camay) 
‘Dreams Come 
True’ 
Barry McKinley 
Ray Senatra Oro 
*Pedlar & Ryan 


3 p. m. Daily Ex- 
cept Sat & Sun- 


MOLLE 
z " WEAF 
7:30-Th-WEAF ‘nnn Seoat 
Al Bernard Home’ 
Emil Casper (Chipso) 
Theo. Carle Cc. W. Secrest 
Mario Cozzi Harriett McGibbon 
Leigh Stevens Ore Billy Halop 
*Stack-Goble *Blackman 
BENJ. MOORE RCA RADIOTRON 
(Paints) 9-Sa-W EAF 
11:30 a. m.-W- Richard Himber 
WABC Babs and Brothers 
Fats Waller 
agg a= tri John B. Kennedy 
*Direct wae Oey 
Bo 9-Sa-WIZ 
“4% _Sn- Chas. Previn Orch 
5:45-Su-WJZ Olga Albani 


*Erwin-Wasey 
RED STAR YEAST 
11-Tu-Th-S-WEAF 
Edna Odell 
Phil Porterfield 
Irma Glen 
Earl Lawrence 
R. J. REYNOLDS 
(Came! Cigarets) 
10-Tu-WABC 
9-Th-WABC 
Casa Loma Band 
Walter O'Keefe 
Annette Hanshaw 
Alice Frost 
Jack O'Keefe 
Louis Sorin 
Kay Renwick 
Karey Sargent 
Pee Wee Hunt 
*Wm. Esty 
RITCHIE CO. 
(Eno Salts) 
8-Tu-WJIZ 
Eno Crime Clues 
Hanna, Pir 
Howard Smith 
Viola Roache 
Leonard Doyle 
Mark Smith 
Elaing Dumas e 
Clyde North 
Jack McBryde 
8-W-WIZ 
Babs and her 
Brothers 
Hal Kemp Orc 
*N. W. Ayer 
8. S. S. COMPANY 
Fri-10:30 p.m.-WOR 
‘The Music Box’ 
Mary E. Wood 
Bailey Axton 
*Johnson-Dallis 
SCHOLL CO. 
(Footpads) 
7.30-Tu-Th-Sa-WOR 
‘The Street Singer 
Arthur Tracy 
*Donahve & Coe 
SHEFFIELD 
FARMS 
6:45-M-Th-F-WEAF 
Billy and Betty 
*°N. W. Ayer 
SHELL 
(Petroleum) 
9:30-Sa-WEAF 
Al Jolson 
Lenore Ulric 
Jack Stanton 
Bert Lahr 
Willie Saunders 
Peggy Gardner 
Victor Young Ore 
Tony Canzoneri 
J. Walt. Thompson 
SILVER DUST 
7:30-M-W-F- WABC 
‘The O'Neills’ 
Kate McComb 
Jimmy Tansey 
Aee McAlister 
Jack Rubin 
Jane West 
Clarence Nordstrom 
Chester Stratton 


Co. 





*Biow Ca 


*B. B. D&O 


SINCLAIR 

o-M-WJZ 
Gene Arnold 
Bill Childs 
Mac McCloud 
Joe Parsons 
Cliff Soubier 
Harry Kogen 
*Federal 
SOCONY VACUUM 

7-Sa-WABO 
*‘Soconyland 

Sketches 

Chas. Webster 
A. P. Kaye 
Arthur Allen 
Parker Fennelly 
Kate McComb 
Isabel Winlocke 


Edith Spencer 
John Milton 
Ruth Russell 
Robert Strauss 


William Stickles Or 
*y. S. Getchell 


Sss CO. 
(SSS Tonic) 
8.30-F-WOR 

‘The Music Box’ 
Mary E. Wood 
Billy Axton 
*Johnson-Dallis 
STAND. BRANDS 
8-Su- WEAF 


(Chase & Sanborn) 
A. K. Spencer, Dir. 
Amateur Show 
Maj. Edw. Bowes 

8-W-WEAF 
(Royal Gelatine) 
‘One Man's Family’ 
Carleton E. Moore, 
Dir. 


J. Anthony Smythe 
Minetta Allen 
Michael Rafetto 
Kathleen Wilson 
Barton Yarborough 
Bernice Berwin 
8-Th-WEAF 
(Fleischmann) 
G. Thompson, Dir, 
Rudy Vallee and 
His Conn. Yanks 
Tom Howard 
George Shelton 
Gene Raymond 
7:30-Su-WJZ 


H. Polesie, Dir. 
Joe Penner 
Stephanie Diamond 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
STERLING PROD. 

8-Tu-W ABC 
(Bayer’s Aspirin) 
Frank Munn 


Bernice Claire 
Gus Haenschen Ore 


9:30-Su-WEAF 


(Dr. Lyon's 
Toothpowder) 
Gus Haenschen Ore 

Frank Munn 
Vivienne Segal 
Ohman & Arden 
Bert Hirsch 


9-F-WEAF 


(Phillips Mag) 
‘Waltz Time’ 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Frank Munn 
Bernice Claire 


8:30-Tu-WABC 


Abe Lyman 
Vivienne Segal 
Oliver Smith 
*Blackett 
5:45-M-Tu-W-Th- 
WABC 
(Calif. Syrup Figs) 
‘Dick Tracy’ 
Ned Wever 
Lester Jay 
Walter Kinsella 
Charles Slattery 
Rose Keane 
*Stack Goble 


STEW ART- 
WARNER 
(Alemite) 
10:30-Th-WABO 
Lysbeth Hughes 
Bob McCoy 
Art Thorsen 
Horace Heidt 
King Sisters 
Steve Merrill 
Jerry Bowne 
Alyce King 
*Blackett-Sample 
STUDEBAKER 
10-F-WABO 
8-M-WEAF 
Richard Himber 
Stuart Allen 
*Roche-W-C 

SUN OIL 
6:45-Daily Except 

Sa-Su-WJZ 

Lowel! Thomas 





*Roche-Williame 


TASTYEAST 

12-Su-WJ2 
Amateur Show 
Chubby Kane 
Horace Fehyl 
Johnny Johnson Ore 
*Clements 


TEXAS CO. 
9:30-Tu-WEAF 
Ed Wynn 
Graham McNamee 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
*Hanff-Metzger 


UNION CENTRAL 
(Insurance) 
5-Su-WJIZ 

‘Roses & Drums’ 

H. Williams, Dir, 

Helen Claire 

Reed Brown, 

John Griggs 

Eric Dressler 

Edward Jerome 

Jack Rosleigh 

Erwyn Mutch 

*J. Walt. Thompson 

UNITED DRUG 
5-Sa-W FEAF 

Rhythm Syinphony 

DeWolfe Hopper 

*Street & Finney 

Uv. Ss. TOBACCO 
(Dill’'s Best) 
8:30-M-WABO 


‘One Night Stands’ 
Pick & Pat 
Josef Bonime Ore 
*McC.-Erick. 
WANDER CO. 
(Ovaitine) 
5:45-Daily-WJZ 
‘Little Orphan A’ 
Allan Baruck 
Henrietta Tedro 
Ed Sprague 
Stanley Andrews 
Shirley Pell 
*Blackett 
CHAS, WARNER 
(Sloan's Linament) 
9-W-WJIZ 
John Chas Thomas 
WASEY PROD'’CTS 
7:30-p.m.-Tues- 
WABC 
‘Singing Sam’ 
Harry Frankel 
*Erwin-Wasey 
12-Daily Ex. Sa-Su- 
6:45-Su-WABC 
Carson Robinson 
and Buckaroos 
2-Su-WOR 
Jacob Tarsbish, The 
Lamplighter 
*Erwin Wasey 
R. L. WATKINS 
9-Su-WEAF 
(Dr. Lyons Tooth- 
paste) 
Pierre Le Kreeun 
Rachel Cariav 
Jerome Mann 
Men About Town 
Andy Sannella Orc 
*Black tt 


WELCH 
(Grape Juice) 
8-F-WIZ 
{rene Rich 
*Kastor 


WESTCLOX 
4:45-Su-WEAF 
‘Big Ben Dream 
Dramas’ 
Arthur Allen 
Parker Fennelly 
*B. B. D. & OG. 
WOODBURY 
9-Tu-WABC 
Bing Crosby 
Georgie Stoll Ore 
7:45-M-W-F-WJZ 
‘Dangerous Para- 
dise’ 
Elsie Hitz 
Nick Dawson 
Clarence Derwent 
*Lennen & M. 


WRIGLEY 
PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL 
4:30-Su-WEAF 
Harry leser 
Ray Heatherton 
Peg La Centra 
*Jerome B. Gray 


WM. WRIGLEY 
7-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘Just Entertain- 

ment’ 

*Frances Hooper 
WYETH 
10:45 a.m.-Dally 
Ex, Sa-Su-WABC 
‘Mrs. Wiggs of 
Cabbage Patch’ 

Betty Garde 

Alice Frost 
Joe Latham 
Andy Donnelly 
Amy Sedelle 
Estelle Levy 
Pat Ryan 
*Blackett-S-H 


Jr. 





Television Far Off, 


Thinks Holland 


The Hague, May 18. 
City of Haarlem is to get wired 
and the 
divided in sections, 
tion will have only one concession. 
Broadcasting station Huizen (long 


wireless 


wave 1875 metres 
business on July 


ful government station at Kootwyk 


will take its place. 


in monopolizing the whole broad- 
casting and bringing it under con- 
trol of the government. 


Officially it was 


vision is not a possibility of the 


near future in Holland. The 
bi oadcasting assovlati ns have 
formed a c nmittee, which will 


study this problem from all angles. 


Until that report 
will be done. 
In Dutch Java 


television concession also received 
by government, but applicants told 





they must await developments. 


town will be 
so that each sec- 


) will go out of 


1st; the power- 


This is first step 


stated that tele- 


iv ready, nothing 


application for 


WHO'S WHO IN 
NBC BOOKING 


NBC's new artist bureau setup, 
for which the network paid Trade- 
ways, Inc., $25,000, is finally com- 
plete. With the various depart- 
ments and the members thereof, it's 
as follows: 

Exeuctive Dept. 

George Engels, boss, 

Dan Tuthill, business manager, 
head of sales, co-ordinator of sales 
and management.* 

Central Booking Division 


Edmund Sickles. 
Miss M. H. Campbell. 
James Stirton, 
George Sax. 
Frank Murtha. 
Sales to Advertisers 


John Babb. 
Ted Allen. 
Ethel Gilbert. 
Artist Management 
Chester Stratton, 
Frank Jones. 
Stations Relations 
Sam Ross. 
Private Ent. (Clubs) 
Frances Rockefeller King. 
Sales and Management—Special 
Attractions 
William McCaffery. 
Auditions 
Ernest Cutting. 
Bob Smith. 
Anne Taylor. 
E. H. Strong. 
Theatre Bookings and Legitt 
Ruby Cowan. 
Murray Bloom. 
Orchestras & Film Bookings 
Harold Kemp. 
Paul Wimbisch., 
Jack Flynn. 
Sales Promotion i 
Ed DeSalisbury. 
Edith deTakocs. 
Concerts 
Marks Levine. 
Elsie Illingsworth. 
D. F. Haas. 
Siegfried Hearst, 
Helen Mobert. 
Jeannette Green. 
Program Dept. Liaison 
Leo J. Fitzgerald. 
Chicago Office 
Sidney Strotz. 
Hollywood Office 
Dema Harshberger. 
*Tuthill, who has the most titles, 
authored the setup. 
*But NBC has no Equity agent 
permit, so can’t book in legit. 
(Artist Management is in three dt- 
visions, each signified by the 
amount of commission exacted from 
artists—5%, 10% and 20%. The 
5% is for catch-as-catch-can en- 
gagements for non-contract talent. 
The 20% rate is for acts under ‘per- 
sonal management.’) 


- 
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and Gold Buyers has ordered 20 
dramatized 1-minute sketches of 
Broadcasting Abroad, Inc. They 
will be recorded in English, Ger- 
man. Jewish and Italian, and are 
to be placed on stations WHN, &: 
WEVD, WHOM and WBNX. a 
Fleischmann Yeast has contracted F 
for 20 radiolet programs, to be “one B 
in Spanish and electrically trans- T 
eribed. Are for South American 
stations. Recording will be done by 
Broadcasting Abroad, Inc. Placed 
through = J. Walter Thompson 
Agency. . 
w 
Carter’s Liver Pills will use Bra- or 
zilian stations by means of 20 one- 
minute programs. They are to be ti 
recorded in Portuguese by Broad- pl 
casting Abroad, Inc. Placement was ne 
through National Export Advertis- H 
ing Service. Ww 
st 
Sidney Ross Pharmaceutical er 
Company of Newark, N. J., will use 
one-Minule dramatic sketches in 
Spanish to be placed on 25 Latin- 
American stations. he 
mia : te: 
A. E. Bennett, of Radio Station qu 
2GB, Sydney, Australia, and pres- bu 
ident of the Australian radio trade 
association, is in New York on a an 
visit. Making his headquarters Pry 
with the George H. Field organiza- Nv 
tion. 











¥. 
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Washington Hearings | 





Washington, May 28. 


Ten requests for new transmitters, mostly of the one-lung variety, went 
on the Federal Communications Commission hearing docket last week 
along with a flock of requests for renewal licenses. 

Commish washed up three pending applications for better facilities. 


KINY, Juneau, Alaska, was granted 


610 to 1310 and chop power from 250 to 100 watts. 


permission to shift frequency from 
Reconsidering pre- 


vious decision, Commish affirmed its grant to KWTO, Springfield, Mo., 
permitting an increase in day power from 1 to 5 kw which had been pro- 
tested by Springfield newspapers, Ind., and in like manner gave WCBS, 
Springfield, Ill., permission to shift from 1210 to 1420 ke, dismissing pro- 


tests of three Cicero, IIl., stations. 


Most important case carded for hearing was the application of George 
B. Storer, Detroit, for a new station using the 680 channel and operating 


Other requests 
Va., 


with 1 kw daytimes. 
Broadcasting Co., Richmond, 


referred to examiners were Century 


new station on 1370 with 100 day- 


time; Roberts MacNabb Hotel Co., Jamestown, N. D., new station on 1420 
with 100; Clark Standiford, San Jose, Calif., new station on 1500 with 


100; Hyman Altman, Detroit, Mich., 


new station on 1370 with 100 day- 


time; Tampa Broadcasting Co., Tampa, Fla., new station on 1370 with 


100; Commercial Broadcasters, Inc., 


Moorhead, Minn., new station on 


1310 with 100; A, Corenson, Pasadena, Calif., new station on 1480 with 
100 daytime; Dudley J, Connolly & Co., Chattanooga, Tenn., new station 


on 1200 with 100; 


KOMO, Seattle, Wash., frequency shift from 920 to 


760 and increase from 1 to 5 kw days; KID, Idaho Falls, Ida., increase 
from 250 night and 500 day to 500 night and 1 kw day. 
Marmola Licensees 


Two applicants for 


renewals were 


ordered to present evidence at 


hearings, WRBL, Columbus, Ga., and KFVS, Harrisonburg, Il, while 
six more stations in.a jam over their ‘Marmola’ broadcasts and another 


group of seven licensees received temporary continuances. 


WCBA, Allen- 


town, Penn., was given a renewal until Nov. 1; WLB and WTCN, Min- 
napolis, were renewed until Oct. 1; WDAH, El Paso, for one month; and 
KGBU, Ketchikan, Alaska; KGDY, Huron, S. D., and WRBX, Roanoke, 


Va., until July 1. 


New applications received during the week include: 
W. A. Patterson, Chattanooga, Tenn., new station on 1200 with 100; 
Fort Dodge Broadcasting Co., Fort Dodge, Ia., new station on 1500 with 


100; Pacific Agricultural Foundation, 
with 100; L. & S. 
with 100; KFNF, 
KLZ, Denver, Colo., increase from 1 


San Jose, Calif., new station on 980 


Broadcasting Co., Atlanta, Ga., new station on 1210 
Shenandoah, Ia., increase from 500 to 1 kw nights; 


kw night and 21% kw days to 1 kw 


night and 5 kw days; Oil Capital Broadcasting Assoc., Kilgore, Tex., new 


station on 1210 with 100 (facilities of KWEA, Shreveport, La.); 


R. &. 


Chinn, Moorhead, Minn., new station on 1500 with 100; Mason City Broad- 
cast Co., Mason City, Ia., new station on 1420 with 100; Mrs, C. A. S. 
Heaton, Las Vegas, Nev., new station on 1420 with 100; Marysville-Yuba 
Publishers, Inc., Marysville, Calif., new station on 1210 with 100; W. H. 
Kindig, Hollywood, Calif., new station on 1390 with 1 kw; Kelsey-Jenney 


Commercial College, San Diego, 


Calif., 


new station on 1210 with 100; 


WAZL, Hazleton, Penn., shift from 1420 to 1390 and increase from 100 to 


250; and Honolulu Broadcasting Co., 


with 100. 


Hilo, Hawaii, new station on 1420 








Some Stations All-Wax: 
Yank Transcriptions 
Liked in Australia 


May 10. 

American radio discs continue in 
popular favor with the managers 
of the B-class stations here. They 
make up fully 75% of the daily 
programs. With these stations its 
wax practically from down to mid- 
night curfew. Station 2 U.W, is on 
the air the entire 24 hours and 
uses wax almost exclusively. 

American programs imported in- 
clude ‘Air Adventures of Jimmy 
Allen,’ ‘Hon. Archie,’ Happy Valley 
Boys, Cocoanut Grove Orchestra, 
and John Murray. 

Recently, another B - classer 
started a weekly feature ‘The 
March of Time’ strictly on lines of 
the American ‘Ti.ne,’ only localized. 


Sydney, 


Radi ganize 
adio Eds Organiz 
Los Angeles, May 28. 

Radio editors of California key 
city dailies have organized. Activi- 
ties to be 90% social and 10% busi- 
ness. 

Controlling committee of the or- 
ganization consists of Gene Inge of 
the Los Angeles Herald; Carroll 
Nye, L. A. Times; Robert Hall, San 
Francisco Call-Bulletin, and Jack 
Barnes, San Diego Union and 
Tribune. 





George Engels Back 

George Engels left Hollywood for 
the east Saturday (25) and is due 
in New York at the end of this 
week, making a stopoff at Chicago 
on the way. 

Engels got NBC’s new Coast ar- 


tist bureau setup under way and 
planted Dema Harshberger in the 
network's studio contact spot. Miss 


Harshberger, from the concert field, 
will be NBC's rep at the picture 


studios, with no previous experi- 
ence, 
TIvTnr Newel  oe 
WINS Expandin 
Station WINS, New York, now 
housed on East 58th street, con- 


moving to larger 


its present 


either 
remodeling 


templates 
Quarters or 


building. 
Now has three broadcast studios 
and wants eight. Its petition for 


ull time is pending before FCC. 





Now goes to bed with the sun 


MANNY LOEWY BACK 


Health Restored, Rejoins His Boss, 
Rudy Vallee 








For five years Manny Loewy, one 
of the original Connecticut Yankees, 
has been receiving $75 a week from 


Rudy Jallee while convalescing 
from a lung ailment, After five 
years Loewy came back to New 


York and Vallee asked him what 
he’d like to do. 

Loewy said he’d like to resume 
in the band, and last Thursday on 
the Fleischmann show was_ his 
initial broadcast, again actively on 


the payroll. 


Prall’s 7-Yr. Term 


i) 





Washington, May 28. 
Chairman Anning S. Prall of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, former New York school board 
member and one-time member of 
Congress, was renominated to the 
radio control agency Thursday (23) 
by President Roosevelt. New term 
would run seven years from July 1. 
Prall, originally named to the old 
Radio Commission but barred from 
serving on the new agency until 
after January, 1935, was appointed 
to fill the unexpired term of Hamp- 
son Gary, who stepped down in ac- 


cordance with an understanding 
with President Roosevelt. Prall 
then was elected chairman, suc- 


ceeding Judge Eugene O. Sykes who 
became head of the broadcast divi- 
sion. 


Shayne Back on WMCA 


Sally’s Radio Party sponsored by 
Sally’s Fur Studio which has been 
broadcasting over WOR, New York, 


4 


returns to WMCA on a 52-week 
contract. Al Shayne, Jerry Baker 
and Car] Fenton's orchestra will 
again be together for the new 
series. 

It’s a daily run, on Mondays to 
Fridays at 5:30 p.m. EDST, and on 
Sundays at 6 p.m. Placed direct. 
First program on the new contract 


started Tuesday night (28). 





Fred Zieg, president of WOWO, 
Fort Wayne, leaves shortly on a 
vacation to Alaska, Other staff 
members vacationing soon also are 
Percy Robbins, organist, to Canada; 
Howard Ackley, northern Indiana 
district; Margaret 
and Hilda Woehmeyer 


lake 
California, 
Montreal. 


Hitzman, | 


Glenn Hunter Incog 


Glenn Hunter who has been spiel- 
ing over the radio under a differ- 
ent name, is soon to blossom out 
under his own monicker. Jean V. 
Grombach, producing Max Baer's 
air serial, handling negotiations for 
the new deal. 

Hunter has been discussing house- 
hold wares for the past few weeks 
on ‘Way to a Man’s Heart’ for Rup- 
pert Brewery, but simply as Mr. 
Doe. 


COURT DELAYS 
SOAT RELEASE 


Creditors of General Broadcasting 
Company, who last week filed an 
involuntary petition in bankruptcy 
against the company were success- 
ful in preventing Raymond Soat’s 
discharge from voluntary bank- 
ruptcy. Soat, who is head of Gen- 
eral, a number of weeks ago filed 
his own petition in voluntary bank- 
ruptcy, but did not enter any bank- 
ruptcy proceedings for his company. 

Attorneys for petitioners in the 
bankruptcy action against General 
obtained a delay of two weeks when 
Soat asked for the discharge in 
U. S. District court, Southern New 
York district, on May 22. Court de- 
cided that was sufficient time in 
which to hear the action against 
teneral Broadcasting. 


¢.0.P. Speaker Denied 
Right to Rap Dems on 
State-Owned Station 


Kansas City, May 28. 

Dr. J. A. Gray, Republican state 
representative, has again been de- 
nied permission to make a political 
speech over WOS, the state owned 
radio station at Jefferson City, Mo. 

While making a speech a couple 
of weeks ago, in which an attack 
was made on T. J. Pendergast, 
Democratic leader, Dr. Gray was cut 
off after talking six minutes, and 
J. Pemberton Cordan, Jr., station 
director explained it was due to ‘a 
faulty tube.’ 

Later Dr. Gray asked Cordon to 
keep his promise that he could con- 
tinue the speech or restart it, and 
furnished a copy of the proposed 
talk. Gordon took the matter under 
advisement but has now informed 
the doctor that he would not be 
permitted to go on the air. Gordon, 
according to Dr. Gray, said that the 
continuance of the speech was for- 
bidden by Col. Marvin Casteel, 
superintendent of the state high- 
way patrol, in control of the sta- 
tion. 

Subject of Dr. Gray’s talk 
‘Invisible Government.’ 








was 





Mexican Talent Raps 
Phonograph Disc Use 


Mexico City, May 28. 

Squawks by radio performers that 
some local stations are using phono- 
graph records to round out pro- 
grams. Contended that this thrift 
is unsporting and works a hard- 
ship upon many deserving per- 
formers, especially those whose pay 
demands are modest. 

Articulate and persistent radio 
talent in Mexico has made itself 
felt in previous instances. In one 
case talent demands actually caused 
the government to shut down a sta- 
tion 


60-Day Stay for Swiger 


Zanesville, O., May 28. 
Gov. Martin L. Davey has granted 
a 60-day reprieve to Russell Swiger, 
21, Pittsburgh orchestra leader and 
radio entertainer, who was to die 
in the electric chair Wednesday, 
May 22, at the Ohio penitentiary in 
Columbus. 
Swiger was convicted of murder- 


Zanceaville fill- 
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Wiles 
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ing station attendant, in a holdup. 
Governor sald the stay was granted 


so he could review the case, Several 
weeks ago the Ohio Supreme Court 
refused to overrule the death sen- 
|tence on Swiger’s appeal. 

| Defense counsel contended that 
Swiger has the mentality of a smal] 
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See-Who s-Talking 


Telephone | 


Television Starting in 1936 





| Marriages in Radio 





Dorothy McLaughlin, non-pro, to 
Dale Morgan, head announcer 
KRNT in Des Moines, June 3. 

Mary Elizabeth Chase, non-pro, 
to Bill McGrath, announcer for 
WNAC, Boston, in Brockton, Mass., 
May 25. 

Beth Walters, publicity 
ment, WHO, Des Moines, to 
Hargus, non-pro. 

Eloise Hansen, non-pro, to James 


depart- 
Lee 


Ebel, WMT engineer, in Cedar 
Rapids, May 26. 
Helen Nelson, non-pro, to Fred 


Ohl, K TBS, Shreveport, La. 


Dancers’ Wisecracks 
On Remote Pickups 
May Bring New Rules 


St. John, N. B., May 28. 

Indications are that the Canadian 
Radio Commish will tighten re- 
strictions on broadcasts from public 
dance halls because of disorder and 
raucous remarks by the dancers 
during broadcast of dance music of 
the old time pattern by the local 
Lumberjacks Orchestra, 

Broadeast that brought com- 
plaints was by remote control, from 
dance hall with hoedown tunes 
monopolizing the program for a half 
hour, over local CHSJ. The wise- 
cracks of the dancers practically 
ruined the broadcast. Admission 
to the dance hall for the broadcast 
hoedown was 25 cents. 





STOOPNAGLE AND BUDD 
ON WARING PROGRAM 


Ford Motor washes up its Sun- 
day night symphony on CBS June 
30, with the idea of resuming the 
series Sept. 29. Auto account is 
arranging to broadcast at intervals 
during the summer from the San 
Diego exposition various west coast 
symphony orchestras. 


Stoopnagle and Budd join the 
Fred Waring show for 13 weeks 
starting July 2. New setup will 


mark a switch of the program from 


Thursday to Tuesday night. New 
time is 9:30 to 10:30 EDST. De- 
voe & Raynolds Paint current 


sponsorship of nut comics is for six 
weeks only. 

KNX Airs Games Again 

Hollywood, May 28. 

Halted several weeks ago from 
broadcasting major league baseball 
games on protest of the Pacific 
Coast League, KNX is again per- 
mitted the privilege on withdrawal 
of the protest. 

Station renewed the daily broad- 
casting Friday (24) the day that 
local games moved from afternoons 
to nights. Kick had been that the 
ethering of the major games was 
keeping patrons away. 

Directors of the Coast league fig- 
ured that with games now at night 
the afternoon broadcast wouldn't 
interfere. Also involved in the re- 
call of the ban was a heavy barrage 
of letters from fans objecting to 
the stand of the locals. 


SPARE THESE TREES 


Brooklyn Stations Will Make Final 
Plea to FCC 

WBBC, Brooklyn, is continuing 

its fight undercover to keep on the 

air, and is reported to have enlisted 





extra legal forces to present its 
case further at the next Washing- 
ton hearing. This borough outlet 
together with stations WVFW, 
WLTH and WARD have been 
scheduled to fade from the broad- 
casting field, with the Brooklyn 
Eagle inheriting the wavelength. 


All are foreign stations using a va- 


riety of foreign languages. 

WVFW and WLTH are said to 
be gathcring forces tco, but are 
vague about their plans for a last- 
minute stand. The same for WARD. 
This trio used to be under a single 
roof, but began squabbling and 
parted. WVFW is now at 5 Court 
Square, and WLTH has moved 
across the river to 105 Second ave- 
nue. WARD remains at 427 Fulton 
street 


+ 





Washington, May 28. 
A row over plans of the Amer- 
ican Telephone and Telegraph Co, 
to carry television pictures over 


phone wires was foreseen here last 
week as Western Union and Postal 
Telegraph protested against any 
move of its competitor to initiate 
actual service. 

Experimental license for test op- 
eration between New York and 
Philadelphia probably will be 
granted A. T. & T., Federal Com- 
munications Commission officials 
said Thursday (23). Telegraph 
companies’ kicks were filed the fol- 
lowing day. 

Plans of the A. T. & T. system 
are receiving going-over by gov- 
ernment engineers, with indications 
the verdict will be favorable and 
trials over much longer distance 
than ever attempted will be author- 
ized. Move is regarded as a pre- 
liminary to actual service which is 
intended to both head off and assist 
broadcasting of pix. 

Proposed plan calls for use of a 
unique coaxial cable which was de- 
scribed in the application as a 
metal tube surrounding a central 
conductor but isolated by insula- 
tors. Telephone engineers say it 
will provide simultaneous voice and 
pic transmission with expectations 
that the method would carry as 
many as 200 conversations at one 
time in company with one pic. 
Present conversational limit is 
three to four wires while the pres- 
ent limit on transmission is be- 
tween 15 and 20 miles. 


See Who’s Talking 


Projected system embodies novel | 


and revolutionary principles con- 
ceived and perfected in A. T. & T. 
labs and, according to its backers, 
would enable persons conversing 
from widely-separated points to see 
each other face to face or a group 
to see the enlarged image and hear 
the amplified voice of a_ single 
speaker. Expected that with gov- 
ernment consent, the telephone op- 
erations would start by January 


1, 1936, and pic transmission by 
March. 
Postal and W. U. told the govy- 


ernment they have no objections to 
granting of a license for research 
and experimental operations but if 
A. T. & T. intends to start actual 
commercial service, they want a 
hearing. 


RHYTHM’ FROM COAST 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

With Ethel Merman due here for 
the next Eddie Cantor picture 
there’s likelihood that the CBS 
‘Rhythm at Eight’ program will be 
switched here in its entirety. This 
would bring Ted Husing and Al 
Goodman and his orchestra to the 
coast. 

Whether or not emanation comes 
west depends on Husing or Good- 
man getting a picture spot simul- 
taneous with Miss Merman. 


Seek Horse Opera Star 
For ‘Red Trails’ Serial 


‘Red Trails,’ Half and Half to- 
bacco’s Thursday night dramatie 
series, is shifting to Hollywood for 
four weeks, with the hope of stimu- 
lating interest in the program 
through the use of picture names. 
Among the latter that N. W. Ayer, 
agency on the account, has listed 
for approach is Victor McLaglen. 

Agency has also under considera- 
tion the booking of a horse opera 
star, such as Buck Jones, Tim Me- 
Coy or Ken Maynard. 


Sechach Gets a Job 


who has been 
program 


years, 


Julius F. Seebach, 
director of the CBS 
partment the past five 
WOR, Newark, in a similar canacity 
June 10. His authority for a while 
at Columbia extended also over the 
reau. 

Seebach is known among ad 
men for his odd censorship 


de- 
joins 


artists bu 


agency 


rulings, notable among them being 
his insistence that the title of the 
pop tune ‘Love Thy Neighbor’ be 
changed to ‘Love Your Neighbor,’ 
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GARDEN PARTIES 
1OWA FORD DEALERS 
CHILD BAPTIZED ON AIR 
WHIO, DAYTON, O. 











Ford Garden Parties 
Des Moines. 
Bob MecGrew’'s nine-piece dance 
orchestra, which is popular in these 


parts, due to radio broadcasting 
from KSO, will make a six weeks’ 
tour of Iowa to appear at garden 
parties and outdoor exhibits spon- 
sored by Ford dealers. 

Idea of garden parties under spon- 
sorship suggests itself as a natural 
for radio station-advertiser tie-ups 


Could also tie-in with local news- 


popers 





Child Baptized On Air 
Dayton, O. 

One of those unique incidents that 
make radio broadcasting the most 
amazing of all forms cf popular en- 
tertainment was staged at WHIO 
when the baptismal ceremony of a 
new-born babe was broadcast fol- 
lowing a voting contest in which the 
public sent in 200 name suggestions. 

Child finally was tagged William 
Howard Ivan O’Connor, so that the 
initials spell out WHIO, Yes, daddy 
works for the station. 





Station Press Books 
Buffalo. 

Taking a leaf from motion pic- 
ture press books, WGR-WKBW are 
preparing weekly exploitation for 
individual station programs. Elab- 
orate booklets with copy and art 
work are distributed through the 
national and local field, calling at- 
tention to buys WGR-WKBW con- 

ider unusual. 

Transradio Sunday and daily 
press periods and World Broadcast- 
ing System wide range transcrip- 
tions are the first three to go into 
the radio ‘press’ book, 





Murder Trial Series 
Los Angeles. 

With several stations here dram- 
atizing police cases from local rec- 
ords, KFAC is launching a program, 
‘Guilty or Not Guilty,’ based on out- 
standing murder trials. 

Tabloided court cases will be in 
80-min. periods each week, produced 
and directed by Arthur Tibbals. 
—_—— Tire Company commercial- 
ing. 





Golf as Material 
Omaha. 

Golf as material for broadcasts is 
a game little touched for local pur- 
poses, and not much more by chains, 
except as a subject for gags. It’s 
taken Stan Davies, Omaha Field 
Club pro, to develop the magnetic 
angle on the sport and get the re- 
peat trade from the listeners here. 
His weekly period over WOW al- 
ready has a year’s service behind it 
and going into second season. 

Response to Davies’ efforts sd 
marked that it has led to national 


for the benefit of other pros who 
can use in popularizing the sport in 
other spots. May issue plugging 
the idea as a means of spreading 
the golf gospel. 

Davies has used the idea of draw- 
ing interest to the personalities and 
news of golf in more or less infor- 
mal and chatty style, akin to the 
19th hole discussions. Lays off en- 
tirely trying to teach golf by radio 
as too technical and likely to be 
more confusing than helpful. This 
is the angle which is usually at- 
tacked and which results only in 
boring and complicated talks. Works 
on the idea of creating interest and 
occasionally brings in a point of in- 
struction when a story or personal- 
ity or situation illustrates it. 

For instance, describes the inter- 
national four-ball matches, tells the 
inside of how a pro got his start on 
a loan from a film star, gives per- 
sonal items of interest about 
champs, stars and pros, gives news 
on coming tournaments and details 
of local qualifyings and such, tells 
a human interest story of how a 
blind war vet learned to play the 
game. To vary the material Davies 
brings a personality to the mike, 
such as Johnny Goodman and Rod 
Bliss and some of the other local 
boys who made good, or a pro pass- 
ing through, or some local golf 
figure. 

Goes on over WOW Thursday 
with Harry Burke handling for the 
station. Doesn’t necessarily take a 
pro to stage this; radio or newspa- 
per mug can work out nicely. 





Not True in Dayton 
Dayton, O. 

Contrary to reports of Bar Asso- 
ciation protests in Cincinnati 
against local station pick-ups of 
traffic court hearings, Station 
WHIO has found a similar program 
in Dayton uncriticized by the law- 
yers and extremely popular with 
the public. Has been on air four 
months, 

May or may not be a coincident 
that traffic infractions are down 
35% in Dayton. 


‘How to Hold a Husband’ 
New York City. 
‘How to Hold a Husband After 
40,’ ‘Remembering the Wedding An- 
niversary’ and ‘The Sweetest Thing 
My Husband Ever Did’ are typical 
subjects for discussion over Allie 
Lowe Miles woman’s club program 


on WOR. 
Housewives who write good es- 
says are invited to the studio to 


read them over the air. Station 
works this up to assume the char- 
acter of a great distinction. 
Audition by Another Name 
Baltimore. 

WBAL took entire cast of a daily 
sustaining program, Hi-Noon Jinks, 
to a luncheon of the Balto Ad Club 
and put on a show gratis. Carted 
along ork and soloists, set up shop 
in banquet chamber and gave the 
clubmen similar show to type on 
at studio, though the in-person ap- 
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JOHN CAMERON SWAYZE 


“Your Journal-Post Radio News Reporter” 
will broadcast hereafter exclusively over 


WHB = 


“Kaneas City's Dominent Daytime Station’ 


Hear the latest news bulletins over WHB week-days at 
gas 

MOOM 
ond whenever momentous events eceur during the dey! 
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JOHN T. SCHILLING, General Manager 


KANSAS CITY'S 
[DOMINANT DAYTIME STATION 





three miles from Spartanburg. 
Power rating 920 kilocycles, 
1,000 watts. Has numerous re- 
mote control spots lIinked-up 
in area, also owns and op- 
erates its own lines into every 
section of the city. 

Large pick-up in business, 


especially local advt. this 
spring. ‘Dawn Patrol,’ a.m. 


twilight organ program with 
Paul Nelson recently launched 
and pulling strong. Various 
other new programs include 
children’s programs with tal- 
ented local tots. 

Station stresses local or re- 
gional programs and goes after 
civic events. Broadcast3 seven 
days and nights a week and 
utilizes considerable local 
talent. Spartanburg is music 
instruction center in South, 
hence averages better than 
usual for a town of its size in 
such programs. 

Many outlying listeners-in 
have girls (relatives or friends) 
in college here. 


Nearest opposition WBT 
Charlotte 70 miles away and 
Greenville, 8S. C. station 32 


miles away. 

Under Manager Evans are: 
Announcers’ Bob Williams, 
William Turner, Vance Brooks, 
Francis Fitzgerald, Frank 
Cobb; engineering staff, Jack 
Hudson, chief, Ben Farmer and 
Cliff Stack; Roy Garner, com- 
mercial manager; Weston 
Britt, program director; and 
Paul Nelson, musical director, 
also others on staff. Large staff 
of artists, guests and other- 
wise. 











pearance was not aired. Ad Club is 
made up entirely of newspapermen, 
advertising groups and merchants. 
A large portion of the members 
present were men who were real 
prospects for sponsorship of a radio 
period, and though on surface the 
talent appearance looked like good- 
will gesture, it was at same time 
an audition of program run off be- 
fore gang of possible takers. 

Naturally, no overtures were 
made to those present in audience; 
not even a mention that the pro- 
gram could be had for air adver- 
tising. 





Showmanship in Albuquerque 


Albuquerque, N. Mex. 

New stunt of K Circle B Sere- 
naders, sustaining program on KOB, 
is mythical tour to various of the 
35 towns in state of New Mexico. 

Outfit headed by Uncle Robbie as 
old time dance caller and cites by 
name actual citizens in one city on 
each broadcast. 

Music is typical hill 
yokels in hinterlands eat 
letters count. 


billy and 
it up if 


Copping Celebs on Wing 
Salt Lake City. 

Publicity and news stunt formu- 
lated by KDYL, 1s the installation 
of remote control facilities at the 
Salt Lake City Airport. Idea is to 
nab all prominent personages land- 
ing at local airport, one of the key 
air centers in the U. S. Also pro- 
posed to scoop gazettes. 

A portable microphone enables 
immediate pick-up anywhere on the 
field or directly from the plane. 
Dave Simmons, staff announcer, 
handles the questions, 





Deep Sea Fishing Program 


New York City. 

WHN, New York, starts a deep- 
sea fishing period Thursday (30) 
under the tag of ‘Admiral Ben’ to 
run twice weekly at night for 15 
minutes. 

It’s being done seriously, with Ned 
Dobson, vaude agent, writing the 
continuity and Mitchell Benson, 
formerly stage producing asso- 
clate to L. K. Sidney, WHN’s head, 
doing the spieling. 


Cc. of GC. Gives WBT a Puff 


Charlotte, N. C. 

Charlotte Chamber of Commerce, 
deciding that one good plug de- 
serves another, is now turn-about- 
fair-playing WBT, one of its prin- 
cipal sources of publicity, and is 
distributing literature that brags 
on the station as a powerful asset 
to the city, financial as well as 
otherwise. 

Stations in other towns might ar- 
range similar deals. Literature pic 
tures the 50,000-watt pioneer south- 
ern station as renting an entire floor 
in a principal office building, main- 
taining a transmission plant, sup- 
porting a regular payroll! of 50 per- 
sons, and an additional talent pay- 











roll of 50 others, who work part 
time in particular spots. 








make the two recordings each. All talent except Morton Downey is un- 
der management of Rockwell-O’Keefe. Agency for client is Ruthrauff- 
Ryan. RCA will do the recording. Vic Young did the batoning for the 
WB-Chevrolet recordings. 





Ed Wolf’s Summer Unit 


Radio name summer vaude unit will be produced by Ed Wolfe and 
opens June 7. Talent consists of Mary Small, Phil Cook, Pops and Louie 
and winners of Major Bowes, Fred Allen, Ray Perkins and Gus Edwards 
amateur programs, Jack Rubin of Ed Wolfe’s office who doubles as actor 
in CBS script, ‘The O’Neills’, will redouble and m.c. the unit being billed 
as ‘Jack Rubin of Silver Dust’s ‘The O'Neills’, 





Reverts to Primitive 


After three years going straight, Phillips Carlin who, before becoming 
NBC sustaining program manager, was one of NBC's top announcers 
ranking with Milton Cross and Graham McNamee. He reverts to type 
and will front for Graham McNamee over WJZ at 7:45 tomorrow. (And 
he better be good.) 


——_——. 


That’s How Rumors Are Made 

Recently this column carried a line to the effect that Tom Revere of 
Benton and Bowles was expecting an addition to the family on May 29, 
The info was received while in the presence of, tho’ not from, Mr. Revere. 
Since no denial came from the man most concerned the line was printed. 
Since then Squire Revere has been raving. His office staff has been 
riding him plenty of late since the addition to the family is expected not 
in the home, but in the barn, 





Odds-and-Ends Collectors 
Name bands playing one-nighters have a new menace to their peace- 
of-mind. In past orks have suffered plenty from instrument snipers, 
Now souvenir hunters are driving the orks daffy. Little Jack Little 
troupe recently returned from tour with a loss of five items ranging from 
a microphone to the bow for Harry Sulkin’s bass. 





Surprising Charlotte 
Charlotte Funking with WEAF since 1925 loo'ing after the news clips 
will be given a surprise luncheon today by members of the press depart- 
ment. Five ex-members of the press department will return for the feed. 
Miss Funking is resigning to catch a bit of rest prior to receiving the 
stork, 





F. D. R. Jumps His Cue 
CBS was a minute later than NBC on air with the President Roosevelt 
bonus veto. NBC had been airing all the prelims to the talk. CBS 
switched the show on promptly at 1:30, as per schedule, only to find the 
President had started his spiel a minute ahead of time. 





For Sweet Publicity’s Sake 

CBS Frog Derby aired from Calif left one memter of program with a 
rooked feeling. One of the frogs was named after Poley McClintock of 
the Fred Waring ork. Poley also stood-by in NY City studios and did the 
winning frog spiel at end of race, the lines carrying show being reversed 
at last minute. The continuity of program was readied on Coast with 
no one here seeing script. Poley’s frog lost out early in race which was 
bad enough, but after doing speech neither Poley nor the Waring ork 
received any billing. There is a slight feeling of ‘that’s not fair’, 





Lux’s One Month Vacation 
Lux Theater of Air switch from Sunday afternoons at NBC to Monday 
eves at CBS will have the show off air for one month. Program's best 
opening to leave NBC is June 30, since show was on 52-week contract 
with the usual cancellation clauses. Meantime CBS coast-to-coast time 
will not be available till July 29. So show remains off air tho’ planning 
for super-extra-special program on return. One reason for switch is that 
aftnoon show brought program to Coast listeners well before noon thanks 
to the daylight saving routines which on a Sunday ayem doesn’t mean 
many dialers. 
Scrambled Notes 
Union replaced the $30 per week female stand-by pianists at CBS- 
WABC with $100 a’ week union members. Gals were Carla Romano, 
Marian Carle and Vera Eakin, last named now a CBS hostess...Abe 
Lyman, Milton Berle, Ella Logan do a one shot half-hour show for NY 
Post on WOR on June 8...BBD&O sent a troupe to Wilmington, Del., 
to audition for du Pont...Burns and Allen stay all summer...ditto Andy 
Sannella and Manhattan Merrygoround...Innis Harris roading again. 
This time through Midwest and returns 6/6...Ben Rocke auditioned 
Harry Salter ork for McKesson & Robbins, the drug and liquor folks... 
No more recordings for ‘Pick and Pat’ since CBS gives them complete 
network...Ruby Cowan of NBC accompanied the Pickens Gals to Buffalo 
to give the new act the 0.0....Tito Coral, baritone, resignatured by CBS 
artist bureau for two more years...A. H. Saxton, Western Division En- 
gineer of NBC motoring from Coast to Radio City with frau and daugh- 
ter. 9 six-week trip. 





ANOTHER NEW IDEA FOR 
NEW YORK’S LIVEST 
STATION! 


MGM’S 
MOVIE CLUB 


Featuring RADIE HARRIS, 


M-G-M PICTURES 

LOEW'S THEATRES 

WV skies 
NEW YORK City 





SUNDAYS 
12:30 TO 
1:30 P. M. 


Famous Movie Writer 





WHN'S “BARN DANCE” 


THURSDAY SATURDAY 
9 to 10 P.M. 8:30 to 9:30 P.M. 


The Greatest Barn 
Dance on the Air 
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New Business 


CLEVELAND 
Elyria Merchants, two 15-minute 
musical periods, Tuesdays and Fri- 
days. Direct. WJAY. 
Master Gas Operators, six quar- 


ter-hours a week by Music Pumpers 


hill-billies and Gene LaValle, for in- 
definite run. Direct. WJAY. 
Kroger Groceries, 25 five-minute 
spots daily at 9:15 a.m. Placed 
through Wessell Company. WGAR. 


“Hartz Mountain Products, 39 an- 
nouncements on Ethel and Ben pro- 
gram, daily 11 to noon. Placed di- 
rect. WGAR. 

Ford Motors, 52 announcemen:s 
on Sundays preceding Jack Benny, 





ARTHUR 
* BORAN 


Radio’s Most Versatile 
Entertainer 


HARVESTER 
CIGAR HOUR 


MONDAY, JUNE 3RD 


WOR New York 9:30P.M.EDST 
WGN Chicago 9:30 P.M. EDST 
WAAB Boston 9:30 P.M. EDST 
WLW Cincinnati 11:00 P.M. EDST 


ae 
Third Return Engage- 
ment Within Six Months 
Washington, D. C. 


Week of June 7 
Warner’s Earle Theatre 
6 


Presenting His Noted Impersona- 
tions of Stars of the Stage, Screen, 
Radio, Night Clubs and Political Life 


*" Dir. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
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NBC 
7:30 


MONDAY, TUESDAY, 
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 























“Hello Stranzer’’ 


SAM 


(Schlepperman) 


HEARN 


Direction as 
Wm. Morris Agency 
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THE ULTIMATE IN 
NOVELTY PROGRAMS 


BORRAH 
MINEVITCH 


WOR, 8:30-9:00 P. M. 
Every Tuesday 


REID'S ICE CREAM 
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6:00 p.m. Placed throug! VicCann- 
WGAR 
Votors nA b) 


lays and TI! 


Hrickson 
Chrysler spot. an- 


urs- 


nouncements, Tue 


days 8:30 p.m. Placed through 
Ruthrauff and Ryan. WGAT., | 

Race of Nations, indefinite set es | 
of 15-minute programs from walka- | 
thon floor, daily 11:00-11:15 p.m. 
Direct. WGAR 

Dr. Scholi's Foot Shop, 26 five- 
minute programs daily except ~un- 
days, 7:55-8:00 p.m. Direct. WGAR 


15-minute 
Newark, 


Crusaders, 26 programs 
from WOR, 
only, 8:45-9:00 p.m. Placed through 
Marschalk and Pratt WGAR. 

Slovak Radio Club, 52 weeks of 
one-hour musical programs 
Sunday, 1:30-2:30. Piaced 
WJAY. 

Hungarian Cultural Club, half- 
hour nationality programs on Thurs- 
day nights for one year. Placed di- 
rect. WJAY. 

DeMar Products, quarter-hour of 
‘Words of Wisdom,’ by Gene LaValle 
six times a week, 4:00-4:15 p.m. 
Placed direct. WJAY 

Green Brothers, three quarter- 
hours per week on dentistry, by 
Uncle Clyde and Mary Jane. Placed 
direct. WJAY. 


direct. 


CEDAR RAPIDS 


Brumwell Milling, one announce- 


ment a week for 22 weeks. WMT. 
Charles Greenburg, Furrier, six 
announcements a week for eight 


weeks. WMT. 

Krall Shoe Co., one 15-minute pro- 
gram by Bohemian Band a week for 
52 weeks. WMT. 

Podzimek Pharmacy, one 15-min- 
ute program by Bohemian Band a 
week for 52 weeks. WMT. 

Paris Academy of Beauty, two 10- 
minute programs a week for 26 


weeks. Program is inquiring re- 
porter remote, direct from shop. 
WMT. 


People’s Savings Bank, seven an- 
nouncements a week for 26 weeks. 
WMT. 


FORT WORTH 
Shield Co., refrigerators, F':. Worth, 


oue-hour program with Milton 
Brown and Musical Brownies. Di- 
rect. KTAT. 


Peterman’s Ant Food, 30 spot an- 
nouncements. 3enton & Bowles, 
agency. KTAT. 

Currier’s Tablets, two five-minute 
transcriptions. Hixson - O'Donnell, 
Inc., agency. KTAT. 

Fakes & Co., refrigerators, Fi. 
Worth, 300 spot announcements, Di- 
rect. KTAT. 

‘Bassham Pountry Co., Ft. Worth, 
300 spot announcements, Direct. 
KTAT. 

Majestic Parking Station, Ft. 
Worth, 300 spot announcements, Di- 


rect. KTAT. 

Dundee Smart Clothes, Ft. Worth, 
300 spot announcements. Direct. 
KTAT. 





LOS ANGELES 

Crest Realty Co., 13 five-minute 
programs from May 19 to Aug. 14, 
‘Tales of Real Estate.’ Placed by 
Dana Jones Co. KHJ. 

Marion FR. Gray Co. (Grayco 
Shirts), 39 15-minute programs, Lou 
Criveling, mozion picture commen- 
tator. Placed by Lockwood-Shackel- 
ford. KHJ. 

General Mills (Sperry Flour), 14 
10-minute sections of ‘Feminine Fan- 
cies.’ Placed by Westco Advertis- 
ing Agency. Don Lee network from 
KFRC, San Francisco. 

Rocket Gasoline Co., 30-minute 
amateur show once a week, 13 times. 


Placed by Beaumont & Hohman 
Agency. From KHJ for Don Lee 
network. 


General Mills (Sperry Flour), par- 
ticipation on six programs, ‘Feminine 
Fancies.’ Placed by Westco Adv. 
Agency. KEFRC. 

Maude Hughes School of Piano, 12 
15-minute Sunday programs, ‘Piano 
and Commercial Tales.’ Placed by 
Tom Wallace. KHJ. 

Federal Outfitting Co., two 15-min- 
ute musical programs. Placed by 
Al Jarvis. KHJ. 


OMAHA, NEB. 


Bunte Brothers, candy, announce- 
ments four times weekly to Oct, 1, 
renewal. Placed through Fred A. 
Robbins, Chicago. KOIL. 

Dodge Brothers Motor Corp., tran- 
scription announcements twice daily 
except Saturday and Sunday. Placed 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc., 
New York City. KOIL. 

Falstaff Brewing Co. five an- 
nouncements daily till forbid. 
Through Gardner Advertising Co., 
St. Louis. KOIL,. 

Iowa Fruit & Produce Co., an- 
nouncements twice daily except Sun- 
day for two months. KOIL. 

Martha Washington Candy, the 
Eli Sheets Co., Chicago, announce- 
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ments four times weekly for 13 
weeks, from June 21. KOIL. 

Union Outfitting Co., departmen: 
store, three announcements weekly 
for year. KOIL. 

University of Omaha Law School, 
three announcements weekly for 
three months from June 10, KOIL. 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. MEX. 
McMurtry Paint, 78 daily spot an- 
nouncements of 50 words’' each. 
KOB, 
Alka Seltzer (renewal contract), 13 
weekly transcript Brown and 
LaVelle feature 


ons of 
KOR. 


Thursdays } 
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WOR’s Concert Tieup 


concerts 





Philharmonic Symphony 


and the operas at the Lewisohn 
Stadium, City College of the City 
of New York, have been tied up 
exclusively for broadcast purposes 
by WOR, Newark Deal provides 
that the Newark outlet may feed 
the programs to the Mutual Net- 
} work. 

Summer series at the stadium 
tart June 27 


| 
| 
i 
| 
' 


every | 


Deceit or Showmanship 


Indianapolis, May 2s. 

When criticized by a_ sports 
writer on the Indianapolis News for 
faking sound effects and giving the 
impression of actually being at a 
baseball game, while receiving re- 
ports over a ticker, Len Riley, sports 
announcer for WIRE, retaliated 
with a scorching barrage of well 
placed adjectives. 

Riley stated that the News com- 
mentator was probably the only 
listener who was under the impres- 
sion that he was trying to deceive 
the public, as he introduced him- 
self as broadcasting from the sta- 
tion, and only faked the sound ef- 
fects to add interest to his chatter. 


HERE AND THERE 





Lou Forman joins Station WINS, 
New York, as musical director this 
Monday (3). He is a former RKO 
vaudeville house conductor. 


Station KSD, St. Louis, Mo., has 
applied to the Federal Communica- 
tions Ccmmission for full time on 
the 550-ke channel which it now 
shares with KFUO, Clayton, Mo. 
Latter station, and not KSD, as 
was erroneously reported, is re- 
questing a transfer to the 1010 
channel, 





Springfield Newspapers, Inc., 
Springfield, O., is asking a new sta- 
tion on 1120 with 250 days. 


Harry Richman, through his per- 
sonal rep, George Wood, has sig- 
natured an exclusive booking man- 
agement contract with Rockwell- 
O’ Keefe. 

Carlos D’Angelo is not leaving his 
present assignment as radio direc- 
tor for the Blackman agency. Re- 
port of his impending departure 
started when one of the Blackman 
partners, Marion Harper, undertook 
to help Vick Chemical find a man 
for its radio department. 





Kenneth Randolph, formerly com- 
mercial mgr. of WSMK, Dayton, O., 
is leaving the radio department of 
the White-Lowell agency. 


Edgar Kobak gave Notre Dame's 
busmess school the lowdown on 
broadcasting in an address by in- 
vitation Thursday (23). 


June Emmet, formerly tap dancer 
in the Benny Davis-Herbert Faye 
vaude act, is now part of the har- 
mony mixture of Jack, June and 
Jimmy on CBS and WEAF, New 
York. Trio, which includes Jack 
Kane and Jimmy Kanner, are doing 
a twice weekly series for E-Zee- 
Freez over CBS and a Thursday 
evening program on the NBC key. 





Lincoln Dellar, former mer. of 
KGB, San Diego, has joined Radio 
Sales, Inc., in New York. 





WIBX, Utica, supplies two sus- 
tainers for CBS in George Wald’s 
Ensemble and Colgate University 
Glee club, 


Robert Richmond of East Orange, 
N. J., doing Town Talk series over 
WBNX, Bronx, now. 


Ted Claire to handle golf and 
fishing news also over WHN, New 
York. 

Tom Riley, production man on 
NBC’s New York staff, ill in hos- 
pital for several weeks, 





David B. Henley, who left WDAY, 
Fargo, N, D., in 1932 as program 
director, has returned as press 
agent, Station, 13 years old on May 
22, now tied up with Fargo Forum. 





Harold G. Nebe, WSMB’s chief en- 
gineer, is on a trip that will take 
him to New York City, Schenectady, 
N. Y., and Cincinnati, Ohio. Will 
be absent for 10 days. Pete Haman, 
Bill Nevill and John Royer will 
share his duties while he’s gone. 








Wallie Rubens, radio manager of 


CBS MAPS OFF PRESS 


About Ready for the Trade—Differs 
From NBC's 

CBS will have its new station cov- 
erage maps off the press by the end 
of this week for distribution to ad- 
es and member out- 
each station will 
both the daytime 
time angles. These maps 
the returns re- 


vertisers, agenc! 
lets. Coverace ol 
be treated from 
ind night 
have been based on 
ceived from a circular 
NBC's last claims 
rived from an amalgamation of sig- 
findings and fan 


giveaway. 


area were de- 


nal measurement 
mail collections. 

Columbia maps will be vari-col- 
ored, with each station given a dou- 
ble truck of space. On one side will 
be the daytime findings, the other 





will show the night time cov- 
erage and between the two maps 
will be the sales story for the sta- 
tion, 


side 





Agencies-Sponsors 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Company 
begins a ‘15-Minute Mystery’ series 
over WOR, New York, Friday (27), 
plugging its dental powder. Who- 
dunits will be presented and un- 
ravelled on the same night. Ini- 
tial broadcast at 7:30 p. m. will 
have the bare details aired, and 
later at 9:15 p. m. the corret solu- 
tion will be announced. In-between 
listeners are to scratch their brows 
and then wire in their verdicts. 

Three cash prizes will be award- 
ed. Top prize goes to the first tele- 
gram received which has the right 
answer in the fewest words pos- 
sible. And so on. Winners to get 
their awards on the same night also, 


Henri, Hurst & McDonald, Inc., 





Chicago, handling Acme White 
Lead & Color Works, Detroit, has 
renewed Smilin’ Ed McCommell 


series for an indefinite period start- 
ing June 9, Program emanates from 
WkKRC, Cincinnati, and will be 
broadcast over WABC and 17 CBS 
stations. 





McCann-Erickson, Inc., handling 
DeVoe & Raynolds Company, Inc., 
has spotted Stoopnagle and Budd 
for a twice weekly spread, having 
started last Tuesday (21) for an in- 
definite run. Series is broadcast 
over WABC.and 36 CBS stations. 


R. A. Johnston Company is con- 
tinuing its ‘Painted Dreams’ series 
over Mutual web for another four- 
week period beyond May 27. This 
will bring them through the early 
summer season. Serial originates 
from WGN, Chicago. WOR, New 
York, presents the romantic tale in 
the eastern area, 





S.S.S. Company has renewed its 
Music Box series for a period of 50 
weeks, starting June 7 over Mutual 
web. This program is broadcast di- 
rect from WLW, Cincinnati, 


Reliance Manufacturing Company 
is to sponsor Gabriel Heatter on a 
new ‘Mail Bag’ series over WOR, 
New York. 


WOWO, Fort Wayne Breakfast 
Clu} which has been a participat- 
ing program on the station for four 
years, has been sold direct to Meyer 
Bros. Drug Co. for its main air 
plug. Program runs an hour, and 
under its new sponsorship will in- 
clude talks on various national drug 
products which are sold through 
the Meyer chain of stores. 


Icemen of North Carolina have 
risen up against the advances of 
electric refrigerators and have 
bought a series of programs on 
WBT, Charlotte. 

Station has a number of electric 
refrigerator programs also, 





Stuart G. Robles, formerly with 
Scholtz Advertising Service, and 
Edward C. Stodel, formerly film 
writer on the Los Angeles Herald, 
have formed a partnership, with of- 
fices in downtown Los Angeles. 
Handling as their first, ‘Inside 
Stories,’ over KFT, 





Arthur MacDonald, recently sales- 
man at KHJ, is at KNX, Hollywood, 
preliminary to joining the John Blair 
organization, KNX reps, in New 
York, 





Neisser-Meyerhoff Advertisin g 
Agency of Chicago, was entertained 
by A. S. Foster of the WWL com- 
mercial staff and others on visit to 
New Orleans. He placed a nightly 
contract for Murine with the sta- 
tion, 








Not Safe Anywhere 
Charlotte, N. C., May 28 


Visiting the Western North Caro- 
lina mountains for a weekend W. A 
Schudt, Jr., manager of WBT, found 


that all t’ lilibilly bands are still 
not under contract. When it 
came noised about that the station 


manager was stopping at a certa 


Linville spot, bands galore can 


down out of the hills and serenaded 
him until far into the nicht 
hopes of a contract. 

Most of the playing came from 


an adjoining golf course 
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Reveal Mystery Voice 
On WOV, New York, 


Is Franciscan Monk 


Brioschi Anti-Acids product, 
which has been sponsoring the 
Good Samaritan daily over station 
WOV, New York, as a sort of mys- 
tery advisor to foreign speaking 
people, permitted its air draw to 


(26) ata 
special benefit show at the Hippo- 
drome, which was presented under 
the auspices of Immaculate High 
school. Samaritan turned out to be 
Dr. M. Ansalvi, a Franciscan monk 
of the third order, who has preferred 
remaining incognito up to. this 


show himself on Sunday 


time. He’s been on the station for 
over a year. 
Others on the Hipp program 


which was all WOV talent included 
a three-act Italian play presented 
by the Angela yloria company. 
Mynichinal band and Julio Occiboi’s 
orchestra. Station co-operated as a 
go00d-will gesture. 





Flattering Turn-Down 


St. Paul, May 28. 

wcco, which is broadcasting 
baseball games of the American 
Association for Wheaties sponsor- 
ship, has received a turn-down so 
far as night baseball games played 
by the Minneapolis team in Colum- 
bus, Ohio, is concerned. 

When Earl Gammons, manager of 
WCCO, asked about the refusal of 
night ball games, Prexy George M. 
Trautman of the Columbus club 
wired the following: 

‘Glad to give permission for you 
to broadcast any of our afternoon 
games, including Sundays and holi- 


days. Regret, however, that we 
cannot give permission for night 
games, We have refused our local 


stations this permission, and, since 
WCCO can be heard very clearly 
here at night, we cannot grant it to 
you.’ 

Now, Hugh McCartney, WCCO’s 
chief engineer, is taking double bows 
for his baby’s signal. 


Web’s Pill eee 


— —— 





(Continued from page 35) 


pels NBC managed outlets to sub- 
mit their new business for approval 
to homeoffice sales execs, the ap- 
plication of the taboo structure to 
locally booked account comes as a 
stiff blow to several national ad- 
vertisers who had hoped to remedy 
the situation by going spot. Barrier 
set up by the two national webs 
will bar these advertisers from 
major releases in a number of the 
big key spots. 

What agency men now anticipate 
is that a goodly percentage of the 
leading stations throughout the 
country which are operated by con- 
servative business organizations, 
such as utilities, insurance and ra- 
dio set manufacturers, will follow 
the policies laid down by the net- 
works and reject accounts’ that 
have been declared taboo by NBC 
and Columbia. Strictures against 
certain types of advertising laid 
down by the webs have thrown the 
spet campaigns of several major 
agencies into confusion. In a num- 
ber of instances station lists al- 
ready completed have had to be 
torn up and the buyers of time as- 
signed to compiling new sets. 

‘Body Odor’ Out 

Among the accounts hit last week 
was Lever Bros. ‘Life Buoy Soap. 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, agency on the 
account, had picked a number of 
CBS stations for a series of 65 five- 
minute transcriptions, to be run off 
within 13 weeks, but inquiry at the 
network’s New York office brought 
the info that the business was out 
because of Lifebuoy’s ‘body odor’ 
slogans. Another account that in- 
quired of CBS where its product 
would be acceptable to Columbia 
managed station was Fletcher's 
Castoria. 

In its declaration of policy 
two weeks ago named as objection- 
able besides laxatives, the adver- 
tising of laxative properties in any 
discussion of 


CBS 


other product, the 
depilaicries, deodorants and other 
broadeasting which by its nature 


presents questions of good taste in 


connection with radio listening 01 
the advertising of any product 
which describes any internal bodils 
functions, symptomatic results of 
internal disturbances or matters 
which are not generally considered 
acceptable topics in social groups 
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SCATTERING PLUGS 


New Policy Has WINS 
Through Schedule 


Change in business policy at the 
Hearst station, WINS, Ne York 
will permit placement of spot an- 
nouncements throughout the sched- 
ule. J. L. Kaufman has instructed 
sales staff to sell on wide onen 
basis. . 

For past six months WINS has 
been educating advertise: to buy 
blurbs on two programs, New York 
hour and cocktail hour set «aside for 


that purpose. Only exception was a 
shoe company that got preferred po- 
sition by paying full one-time rate 
on a 15-week contract. 





Amateurs Scarce and 


Salt Lake City, May 28. 
Radio station KSL sold the idea of 
an amateur program to an account. 
After a week of steady plugging for 
contestants, results were miserable. 
Production staff solved the prob- 
lem by presenting ‘professional’ 
amateurs on the legitimate amateur 
show. Idea went over. 





Peggy Fuller, formerly in vaude- 
ville with girl orchestras, has a sus- 
taining spot on WMT, Cecar Rapids, 
Iowa. Specializes in hotcha num- 
bers, 


Spotting | 


RADIO. 








| 
| Pistols at Dawn 
| . 


Atlanta, May 28 
One of those slips almost 
sti i another Civil War hers 


Thomas remoting from 
ontederate Veterans’ Home, 
vhere WJTL picks up yarns 
by veterans of the War Be- 


t' n the States, referred to 
the vets as ‘you boys in blu: 

; i\borhood thought a sec- 
ond war had broken out. 











Coast Hamateurs Get 
Don Lee Bankrollers 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Don Lee Coast chain has gone for 
the amateur show gag, launching 
the initialer last night (27). Rockett 
Gasoline is commercialling. 

Shows to be half hour weekly 
from the stage of the Major Theatre 
with Gill and Doemling m.c’ing. 
Prizes will total $100 a night with 
best in 12 broadcasts to get a chance 


on a CBS transcontinental from 
here. 
Taking no ¢hances with the too 


simon pure variety, competitors are 
compelled to submit to auditions 
ahead of mike appearance with only 
the better ones getting a chance to 
compete, 


Lew Stark, WHAM, Rochester, 





continuity editor, back after illness. 
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Gibson’ Change. Dietz-Schwartz Out 
After Writing 80 Songs in 9 Months 


| Se at ca 


| Procter & Gamble’s original ra- 
dio musical show experiment with 
‘The Gibson Family’ (NBC), on bo- 
half of Ivory Soap, ends June 9 
when the program undergoes a 
change in setup. Changes will ap- 
ply to everything but the cast, 
which remains as is except that 
Charlie Winninger joins the show 
with star billing. 
Arthur Schwartz, 


composer, and 


Duncan, Okia., Draws Nix 


Washington, May 238. 
Proposed erection of a 100-watter 
at Duncan, Okla., drew a negative 
recommendation to the Federal 
Communications Commfssion last 
week. Examiner R. H. Hyde urged 
denial of application submitted by 
Price Siever, O. L. Bayless, and J. 
W. Steele, Jr., for permit to build 
a station using the 1,500 ke. chan- 
nel with quota-exempt power. 

Hyde's recommendations 





were 








Howard Dietz, lyricist, end their 
association with the Ivory show 
under the new arrangement. In 
place of the original music con- 
tributed by them and now used on 
the program, cast will sing stand- 


ard numbers. Story will be changed 
gradually to fit the _ structural 
changes, although present title and 
characters will be retained. 

‘Gibson Family,’ which made its 
debut last September, was radio's 
first attempt at the presentation of 
an original, specially written mu- 
sical as a weekly proposition on a 
big scale. It runs an hour. 
Schwartz and Dietz, in nine months 
with the show, contributed 80 new 
songs. None were published and 
the rights to all have been retained 
by the writing team for library pur- 
poses. 

Courtney Riley Cooper wrote the 
libretto at first, and was succeeded 
later by Owen Davis. From June 9 
on the script will be handled by the 


based on conclusions that no show- | Blackman agency. 
ing of need, probable support, or With Winninger, Lois Bennett, 
financial kackinzs was made, Ex-]| Conrad Thibault and Don Voorhees’ 
naminer said arrangements were not] orchestra together on the same 
sufficiently definite to assure con-| show, ‘Gibson Family’ will closely 
tinued operaticn and the station] resemble the original Maxwell 
would not serve a substantial area.| House Showboat. 

a | 


























~ 'To Serve Well 


the Public Interest 


By adhering steadfastly to this first tenet of 
radio broadcasting, the National Broadcasting 
Company best serves the interests of its clients 


The RESPONSIBILITY 
for the development of radio broadcast- 
ing as we know it today was originally 
vested in the National Broadcasting 
Company. As the first to establish 
mass radio communication and adver- 
tising on a national scale, the company 


early recognized the need for discretion 


in the use of its forces. Thus, the set- 


ting up of standards 


and the shaping of policies 


for programs and advertising messages demanded 


the most careful consideration. For, a large part 


of the destiny of the entire radio broadcasting 


industry was in its hands. 


And so, from the beginning, the National 


Broadcasting Company has directed its course 


along channels which it believed led to the clear- 


est sailing. Program and advertising policies 


were based on one fundamental: to serve well the 


interest of the public, 


of advertisers. 


for in so doing the interests 


stations and NBC are best served. 





That adherence to this ideal has been 
a success can be measured by two 
things: (1) the great public acceptance 
and recognition of NBC as the leader 
in radio entertainment and education; 
(2) the ever-increasing volume of busi- 
ness placed by advertisers—a tangible 


expression of their endorsement of 


NBC standards and policies. Without 


the one there could not be the other. The success 


of radio advertisers can only be in proportion to 


the public acceptance of the medium. 


It has been gratifying to see the results of 


NBC’s pioneering assume concrete form through- 


out the broadcasting industry. Greater care in 


the choosing of programs; 


better balancing of 


advertising messages and entertainment; more 


precise definition of types of products acceptable 


for broadcast advertising —these are three of the 


major accomplishments which are today making 


radio an even greater social and economic force. 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC. 


CORPORATION O!} 
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Western Canada 


Sweethearts of the Air, 
on vaudeville tour recently, 
to CKY, Winnipeg, Man., on 
sages to the North’ program. 


girls’ trio, 
returned 
‘Mes- 


Radio serials and detective story 


magazines were suspected aids 


to 


crime in arsenic poisoning of a Gull 
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it. 

Silvertone Seven orchestra on tour 
through Saskatchewan playing one- 
nite stands. 

Winnipeg’s own version of a 
Hollywood opening for Sock and 
Buskin Club’s annual ‘Mud in Your 
Eye’ at Dominion theatre broadcast 
over CJRC brought out all radio 
and stage talent in the city. 


Florida 


Dale James doing the quizzing on 
WQAM's ‘Man in the Street,’ show 
which goes commercial next week. 
WQAM’'s Amateur Night moves 
into downtown Miami's Bayfront 
Park amphitheatre to accommodate 
the mob that attends. Norman Mc- 
Kay fills the m. c, shoes, 

WQAM got pickups from the 
street and the city clerk’s office on 
election night in Miami. Returns 
were interspersed with running de- 
seriptions from the clerk’s office 
and comments from people on the 
street. 

Joe Pearson, WQAM announcer. 
and Bob Holmes have crashed as a 
pop song team and are already lined 
up for a commercial. 

Kenyon Lee, WQAM ad man ad- 
dressed the salesmanship and ad- 
vertising classes of the Miami high 
schools on ‘Radio Advertising.’ 
Prairie Ramblers, WQAM’'s morn- 
ing eye-openers, are booked solid 
for personal appearances for three 
weeks in advance. 

Joan Parks featured in a show of 
her own over WQAM titled ‘Radio’s 
Stepchild.’ 

F. W. Borton, WQAM pres, 
New York ona contact trip, 


Utah 


S. S. Fox, KDYL president, driv- 
ing down to Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. Partly biz and pleasure. 

President Heber J. Grant, of the 
Mormon Church spoke on the CBS 
‘Church of the Air’ program over 
KSL. 

George Snell, putting finishing 
touches on a new novel. Member 
of the KDYL announcing staff. 

KSL proudly plugs its ‘profes- 
sional’ amateur hour program. 

Lone Pine Rangers, hilly-billy 
outfit on KDYL, roamin’ up in 
Idaho playing dance jobs. 

Girl Scouts regional 
held in town. Lassies 
varied program on the 
Club, KDYL kid feature. 

Pouches of mail convinced KDYL 
that the Funny Paper Man appealed 
to kids. Returned on the air last 
Sunday mimicing the comics. 

Fay Wray, local girl and screen 
star, en route to Hollywood, inter- 
viewed by Ted Rogers, KDYL 
spieler at local airport. 


North Carolina 





in 





conference 
put on a 
Kangaroo 








Cecil Car michael, an editor of 
Mecklenburg Times, Charlotte, 
weekly, doing news comment on 


WBT. 

Marie Davenport, WBT, Char- 
lotte, has renewed organ recitals 
thrice weekly after being out sev- 
eral weeks with flu. 

Martha Dulin, Ford girl on WBT, 
Charlotte, has started tour of Caro- 
linas in interest of Ford dealers. 
While she is away Marie Davenport 
is doing the Ford girl shorts. 

Soulhern Dairies sponsoring Tar- 
zan Adventures three times a week 
on WBT, Charlotte. 

Chatham Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Winston-Salem, N. C., has 
just signed a 13-week renewal with 
WBT, Charlotte, using Grady Cole. 
Concern markets blankets, sheets, 
pillow cases and homespuns. 

WSJS, Winston-Salem, in a sur- 
vey reveals that it was on the air 
6,000 hours last year, and presented 





day evenings, uses professors from 
Washington University. 

France Laux, KMOX sports an- 
nouncer, on the sick list. Lee Little 
pinch hitting for him on baseball 
games for Kellogg Co. 

Bryson Rash joins KMOX, St. 


Louis, announcing staff. 
Edith Karen, St Louis, soprano 


of ‘June and Jerry,’ doing night 
club work. 

Frank Hazzard, tenoring and 
m.ic.’ing at Hotel Jefferson, signed 
for similar duo on daily Slack Fur- 
niture program over KMOX, St. 
Louis. 

Louis Druzinsku, first violinst of 
Al Roth's KMOX orchestra, leaves 
to be concert-meister of St. Louis 
Muny Opera orchestra, 

E. L. Shepherd, formerly district 
manager of Chevrolet, joined sales 
force of KMOX, 

Comedy sketch, ‘Whoa Pincus,’ 
written by Gene Knott, and origin- 
ating in the studios of KMOX, will 
be heard over CBS coast-to-coast 
beginning May 29 from 3:30 to 4:00 


p.m., EDST. 
Ohio 


Tom Ireland WJAY, Cleveland, 
news commentator, is author again. 
300k titled ‘War Clouds in Skies 
of Far East’ and published by 
Putnam. 

WJAY to present ‘Parade of Na- 
tions,’ representing all Cleveland 
nationality groups, in civie sta- 
dium around July 4. 

Judy Sherrill, Cleveland’s only 
woman announcer, shifted to con- 
tinuity staff by WHK. 

Constance Ellis, night hostess for 
WTAM, Cleveland, for two years, 
made head of stenographic depart- 
ment. 

Pat Barnes in Cleveland for mys- 





tery broadcast piped to New York 
for G. E. audition. Radio cricks 


barred during show. 

Stubby Gordon doubling between 
WTAM, Cleveland, staff ork and 
Statler’s Pompeian Room with new 
band. 

Guilbert Gibbons new announcer 
at WHK, Cleveland. 

Oldest active radio performer in 
Cleveland is George L. Sherman, 
Celebrated his 85th birthday by 
fiddling on Ethel and Ben’s WGAR 
broadcast. 

Morie Condon of WGAR, Cleve- 
land, script staff has written series 
of ‘Monastery Sketches’ being pro- 
duced by Wayne Mack and James 
Mugford. 

Elmer Krause, WGAR'’s credit 
manager, flabbergasted upon get- 
ting dozens of letters congratulat- 
ing him upon latest baby. Seems 
there’s another Elmer Krause in 
town, but first Mrs. Krause doesn't 
want to believe it. 

Howard Inches flying to New 
York each Friday night from Cleve- 
land to get book and show reviews 
for next week’s broadcasts. 

John Patt, WGAR manager, visit- 
ing Boston and New York. 

James S. Alderman, chief an- 
nouncer for WCKY, Cincinnati, a 
pop. Babe's signature, William 
Harris Alderman. 

Joe Emerson, 
WLW, Cincy, a 
Colonelship framer. 

Earl Lippy, baritone, formerly of 
WBAL and WCAO, Baltimore, now 
on staff of Crosley’s WLW and 
WSAI, Cincinnati. 

Miss Selma Hermann, curator of 
the Dayton Museum, brought a 
black diamond rattlesnake to the 
studios of WHIO intending to 
broadcast a sample of the reptile’s 
music, but it refused to make a 
sound until the program was off 
the air. 

WHIO, Dayton, has new remote 
pick-ups at Dayton Ducks ball park 
and Greenwich Village Club. Isham 
Jones current at latter spot, 


hymnologist at 
new Kentucky 





looking over the faders with a new 
pair of specks. 
Plans for broadcasting Vallee’s 
ork from the Indiana Roof fell 
through when management found 
out Rudy had contract trouble. 
Jack Latham, of Young and Rubi- 
cam; Al Harrison, of United Press; 
Thomas Pledge, of International 
News Service, visiting WFBM, In- 
dianapolis. 

Bill Brown, chief announcer for 
WFBM, giving his co-workers golf 
lessons on off hours. 


Ontario 


Warbling Gary Carter off CKCL, 
Toronto, to holiday. 

The harmonizing Campbell Sisters 
have snared a CRCT contract. 

Violinist Samuel Hersenhoren to 
direct the new ‘Dinner Hour’ series 





over CRBC. 
CFRB’s Gwen Burrell into mu- 
nicipal opera here; ditto Edythe 


Shuttleworth. 

Audition-winning 
off to Montreal to sing 
DeCourcey’s band. 

Billy Bissett closes that three-a- 
week series for his band over NBC 
as a commission exchange. 

Frank Gilbert of CKCL putting 
the finishing touches on his three 
nags for the summer race meets. 

Russ Gerow and his orch to 
launch new ‘Instruments Speak’ 
series over Canadian Radio Com- 
mission's national network. 

Jack Arthur, Imperial manager, 
to conduct the ‘Concert Caravan’ 
series for CRC, with his protegee, 
Margueritta Nuttall, warbling. 

Ray Noble and his orch signed up 
by the Canadian Radio Commission 
for a weekly series to be piped 
across the boundary for his trans- 
Canada broadcasts from his U.S. 
play dates. 


Bud McIntyre 
with Joe 


- Wisconsin — 


Heinie and His Gr: Grandiers, WTMJ 
German band, leave June 10 on a 
tour of Michigan, playing one-night 
stands. 

Ralph Weil, former WISN sales 
staff member now in the advertis- 
ing promotion business on his own. 

Don Gordon, announcer, has 
transferred from KMOX, St. Louis, 
to WTMJ, Milwaukee. 

Carl Berndt, WTMJ 
married. 

Harry Sosnik 


operator, 


and band have 
opened at Hotel Schroeder, airing 
over WTMJ, Milwaukee. 

Paul Whiteman and crew playing 
at Modernistic ballroom here to- 
night (21) but no radio tie-up. 


Kentucky 


Jerry Shelton. tor 
heard over Louisville stations, now 
playing piano and accordion with 
Blue Steel ork at Trianon ballroom, 
Chicago, and airing over WG N, 

Johnny Burkarth’s ork now at 
Netherland Plaza, Cincy, and ether- 
izing twice daily over W L Ww. 

Wally Crane, former WHAS 
Louisville pianist, now teamed with 
Ray Ehrhart. saxophonist, and do- 
ing cafe work. 

Robert Beery, 


for several years 


: former technician 
for Warner Bros.’ studios in 
Brooklyn, resigning as operator for 
police depat, Station WPDE. Has 
heen called by U. S, Naval Reserve 
of which he is officer, for six- months 
tour of duty in ccc camps. His 
place will be filled from list of 18 
licensed civil service applicants, 

Walter Merhoff and _ Trixton 
Sprenger, baritones, to sing in 
Pirates fo Penzance at Anchorage, 
Ky., for Parent-Teachers. Both are 
heard frequently over Louisville 
stations. 





Bill Bond, WAVE Louisville an- 





competition last Sun. (26) morning 
on the Tastyeast program over NBC 
blue band. Incidentally, runner-ups 
in contest which Miss Ferace won 
locally, harmony trio, 8 Girls in 
Blue, have been on local commercial 
air accounts previous to contest, 
and are on one currently over 
WCAO. 
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Entire Columbia Network 
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Management CBS Artists Bureau 
Personal Management 
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RADIO’S PREMIER MIMIC 


WARD WILSON 


STAR OF 
“ITTY BITTY KIDDIE” HOUR 
WHN 
IN PERSON LOEW THEATRES 
From “Variety” May 22d, Loew’s State, 
New York, week May 17th: 


“He’s a clean-cut worker with an un- 
common talent for vocal imitation. In 
these days of radio impersonators on 
every bill a clic k such as Wilson piles up 
here is unusual.’’—Bige. 


Personal management 
NBC ARTIST BUREAU 
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ELISSA LANDI 

and Kenneth McKenna 

‘Michael and Mary’ 
60 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 

Lux Sunday dramatic hour 
starred Elissa Landi in a condensed 
version of A. A. Milne’s play, 
‘Michael and Mary,’ with Kenneth 
McKenna. Play is flaked with usual 
Milne whimsy, with the two char- 
acters aging in a sentimental man- 
ner. 

Voices acquire a heavier touch 
and words are weighed more. This 
is where McKenna’s ability stood 
him in especially well. This is Miss 
Landi’s second air appearance on 
a major radio program of recent 


date. She's a pleasant personality 
to listen to. Supporting cast was 
competent. 


IGOR and SONIA ROMANOFF 
Pianist and Vocalist 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 

This pair have been broadcast- 
ing from station’s Albany studio, 
on a once-weekly afternoon swing, 
for the past month. Tag may be 
a professional one, adopted to give 
a concert-foreign flavor to a pro- 
gram of classical music, Man draws 
sole billing but a young woman so- 
prano solos about the midway point. 


In the high-grade music field, 
Romanoffs rate with WGY’s best. 
Igor is a talented pianist, pos- 


sessed of a delicate touch and ex- 
cellent interpretative power. Leans 
toward quieter pieces which call 
for facile fingering in the treble. He 
does not thump the bass or roar 
thunder, although it might be well 
for him to do so occasionally for 
a change of pace and_show of ver- 
satility. Themer is restful, lyrical 
in mood. 

Sonia Romanoff uncorks a high, 
sweet voice, bell-like in tone. Does 
not display great volume but shows 
plenty of range and virtually per- 
fect breath control. On one block 
she did an aria in foreign tongue, 
handling runs and trills impres- 
sively. Sang a number in accent- 
less English on another stanza. 
Voice is above average, for a local. 

Rates being taken out of the 
afternoon-filler class. A larger spot 
for the vocalist is one of the 
changes indicated, if that were un- 
dertaken. Jaco. 
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‘IS BABE RUTH THROUGH?’ 
Daniel M. Daniel and Artie 

McGovern 
Sports Forum 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 
WNEW, New York 

To anybody interested in sports, 
this topic was a natural for dis- 
cussion, especially in the hands of 
Daniel M. Daniel, baseball writer 
and sports expert of the World- 
Telegram. Artie McGovern, trainer 
of the great baseball idol for years, 
came on during the last few min- 
utes to follow Daniel’s close-up pic- 
ture of the Babe. Understanding is 
that this sports forum idea is to be 
a regular program on WNEW. 
Judged by this effort, it should find 
a ready audience of sports lovers. 
Certainly Daniel and McGovern 
gave a different and intriguing pic- 
ture of the home run king. 

Development of future program- 
mers in this series along the lines 
of this one should attract because 
not burdened with the usual aimless 
cross-fire question and answer. stuff. 
It’s authentic sports data on na- 
tional athletes presented in concise 
but vivid story form, 

Daniel, who cited several land- 
marks in the great man’s baseball 
career, unfolded his story in a way 
that engrossed from outset. Related 
Ruth’s climb from the $10,000 out- 


fielder class to the top salaried 
$80,600 spot as monarch of the 
swat. Tipped listeners to a human 


interest yarn in which he (Daniel) 
played a vital part—that of con- 
vincing the Babe he should accept 
$80,000 several years ago when he 
was a tireless holdout for more 
money. Sports writer’ recalled 
when Ruth got his first homer in 
New York back in 1915 and the 
numerous other 4-base clouts up to 
1934 when the home run king had 
amassed more than 100 big league 
records, 

Answering the topic on which 
broadcast was based, Daniel said he 
personally believed that the home 
run champ was tired of putting on 
his baseball uniform each day and 
would like to quit active playing 
though he still desired a contact 
with the national pastime in some 
managerial capacity. He explained 
latter by saying that Babe would 
regard this as starting out on a new 
career. Claimed that if Ruth had 
his way, he would quit as an active 
player today. 

Speaking as his trainer, McGovern 
said he hoped that the great Babe’s 
active baseball days were over. 
Trainer claimed he would not have 
gone through the gruelling training 
necessary each season for the last 
few years for twice the money Ruth 
received. 

Quoted Babe as saying: ‘Diet and 
exercise: that’s all I get... McGov- 
ern believed that Ruth went on his 
baseball tour of the Orient with the 
idea of having a real vacation, 
never believing that he would re- 
turn as an active major league 
player. 

Result was that when the Babe 
was signed to play at Boston, ac- 
cording to McGovern, he was a 
month behind in his customary ad- 
vance training. Trainer contended 
that a month or six weeks of train- 
ing even now would put the home 
run hitter in much better physical 
condition, which in turn would 
make him more dangerous at the 
plate. Brought out this point to 
explain why Ruth had not been hit- 
ting the ball with his customary 
elan, 





BOB McGREW’S ORCH. 


30 Minutes 
Sustaining 
KSO, Des Moines 
McGrew’s  nine-piece orchestra 


(which has 43 doubles) is of the 
class orchestras of the state. For 
the past two weeks KSO has been 
its dance 


feeding 30-minutes of 
music from the Tropical Room of 
Hotel Fort, Des Moines, at 11:30 


Monday nights to NBC's blue net- 
work. 

Band stresses danceable music 
in the dream tempo, with unusual 
and smart arrangements for the 
provinces. Red Harper is m.c. and 
soloist and other soloists are Lloyd 
Hundling, Mel Ristrim and Mary Jo 
Stroud. McGrew also solos with his 
violin, band is strong musically in 
talent and direction, but Hundling, 
Ristrim and Stroud haven't enough 


air personality as individuals to 
mean much. 
After closing at the Fort Des 


Moines McGrew will open the ball 
room at Sycamore park for two 
weeks and then goes on a six-weeks 
tour of Ford agencies sponsoring 
garden parties or out-door exhibits 


over the state, 
Moorhead 


JEAN BRUNESCO ORCHESTRA 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WABC, New York 

Comes from Jack Dempsey’s res- 
taurant, N. Y., with an all strins 
ensemble. If sticking to string mu- 


” ; ‘ pee 
“THE GREAT WALTZ sic, okay, but when essaying to fak 
s whethene eta nissieatn wvin- 
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Ad Plugs 








The ‘Lysol! Girl’ 

Ethel Merman is running the risk 
of possibly being professionally 
damaged through the kidding at- 
tendant to the show-circles’ refer- 
ence to her as ‘the Lysol girl.’ 


an angle which the sponsor and the | 


star of the Sunday night ‘Rhythm at 
8’ show may not be cognizant of, or 
deprecate, but more than one artist 
has been kidded into oblivion, or 
damaged. 

The tagging of the ad spie) right 
on the heels of a vocal number by 
Miss Merman is an unsavory se- 
quence for the star, and the wording 
also needs close watching. 





Pills’ Piug 


WOR's Carter’s Little Liver Pills 
program is anything but subtle. 
Phraseology such as ‘take a good 


dose of,’ etc., is used often and long. 

A dramalet enactment of one ver- 
sion of the commercial plug has two 
girls in a dancehall, one complaining 
that she feels run down, out of sorts, 
ete. Comes the advice from her 
vis-a-vis to ‘take a good dose of 
Carter’s Little Liver Pills,’ etc. 

The signoff spiel again reiterates 
in ungrammatical but forthright 
manner, ‘If you don’t feel good, take 
a dose of,’ etc, 





PROFESSIONALS ON PARADE 
Buddy Doyle, m.c.; Ray Covert, 

Marshall Reed, Margaret Young, 

Beverly Roberts, Arthur Page, 

Lloyd Shafer’s Orchestra 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 
WINS, New York 

Station has tied up with the Her- 
man Bernie booking office in setting 
a variety spread thrice weekly over 
its air waves. Idea is to bring pro- 
fessional talent before the radio 
public, with the hope of attracting 
commercial attention. It’s similar 
to the idea inaugurated on WHN by 
Sophie Tucker. But in the after- 
noon (2:30, EDST). 

Array on hand at this hearing re- 
vealed a well-assembled group with 
one stand-out, Margaret Young. 
She’s a former disk warbler who’s 
been in eclipse. Buddy Doyle, 
picked by the agency for m.c. duties, 
sticks much in the background until 
the very end. A marching song 
played by Lloyd Shafer’s orchestra 


is drafted for themer usage 
throughout. A piano is used 
mostly for the solos. 

Ray Covert and Marshali Reed 
delivered a fast chatter song in 
dialect. Later, duo split and re- 
turned for single numbers. Good 
voices. Beverly Roberts, song 
stylist, had two numbers, the first 
in semi-comic British fashion, and 
the last in French. Arthur Page 


on for straight vaude stuff, with a 


punch gag saved for the closing 
stanza, 
Miss Young retains a _ throaty 


quality in her singing of popular 
tunes. Her second one at this hear- 
ing was ‘Way Down Yonder in New 
Orleans,’ one of her biggest disk 
sellers, which is a warm one even 
at this date. Doyle’s closing cen- 
tered about a ‘Reno’ ditty composed 
entirely of comic lines. 

Bernie office has installed a girl 
in the station’s lobby to receive ap- 
plications for the hour, and so far 
is swamped. Better than average 
afternoon program. 





EDDIE MILLER 
Baritone 

15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WMCA, New Yor. 

Experienced alinging voice of 
Eddie Miller is sponsored six times 
a week by Electrosol, an itch lotion 
whose commercial blurbing reads 
remarkably like laxative cop" 
Those not paying close attention to 
the spiel migh. easily conclude it 
was just one more purgative. But 
Flectrosol purges the skin only. 

Miller has excellent diction, knows 
tricks, and is strict], silent as 


the 


a breather. Program is pleasant 
throughout except for certain 


overly-vivid phrases of the 
and the excess length of same. 


( oOpy 


Angelo Pelange does the spieling 
oka Land 
LEON LITT 
Television Talk 
15 Mins. 


Sustaining 
WEVD, New York 

Leon Litt, television expert, com: 
vefore the microphone at frey 
to stir up interest in the 


new medium. His method of doing 
to spin out a couple of 
newsreel fashion, emp 
as the main gag 
ns relayed this time. « 
a Message fri 
ther a major figh 
whole world lookin 
in Both rathe 
on and sounded 


itasy In closing thé 
iid Litt would be b 
me ‘startling’ news. 


h se 


It’s | 


YVETTE RUGEL 
Singer 
Sustaining 
WHN, New York 


Yvette Rugel was a fine soprano 
topper on vaudeville in the days 
when that meant something Her 


experience and capacities were sug- 
gested by a minor key rendition 
of ‘Way Down Upon the Swanee 


River.’ That is the type of material 
which seemir~* would be easiest 
ifor he sell to radio and she 
might be wisely counseled to map 
any radio campaigns along those 
lines 

|} She made a negative impression, 


unfortunately, with her first number 
on the Sophie Tucker Music Hall 
(23) program That did not come 
over the kilocveles with attention- 


commanding quality. Land 


‘JACK AND FRITZ’ 
With Mrs. Edmund R. McGill, M. A. 
McCallion, James Trauter 
Adventure Serial 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WOR, New York 
Here's a program whose contest 
tie-up excels in merit and pulling 
power the story values of the narra- 
tive. ‘Jack and Fritz’ is a re-hash 
of familiar melodramatic pabulum. 
Kids must know it by heart—war- 
like tribes, wild country, party of 
young folks accompanying their 
elders on an exploration trip in the 
name of science, gold and 15 min- 
utes of constantly recurring threats 
to life and limb. 


3ut with this fantastic and itm- 
probable mess of nonsense Gold 
Medal Crayons has a contest that 


seems sure-fire for youngsters. It 
ties up with the product and the 
chief customers of the product per- 
fectly. Kids buy the colored 
crayons to draw pictures of fish or 
whathaveyou and submit them com- 
petitively. Smart twist is a special 
reward for the youngest contestant. 
This is calculated to include em- 
bryonic Whistlers down to age two 
or less. 

Mrs. Edmund McGill is authoress 
and leading lady of ‘Fritz and Jack.’ 
She's Babs. Presumably the two 
boys and girl are kids, but the age 
is not made clear. Dialog at times 
suggests that the listener is tuned 
in on some fairly sophisticated 
adults. At other times Fritz, Jack 
and Babs drop 15 years in a single 


remark. Admitting that adventure 
cycles are the easiest to sell and 
most certain of results in radio 


scripting today, ‘and admitting, also, 
that this is as good as the broadcast 
average, it would still seem that the 
indeterminate age of the protagon- 
ists offers an element of confusion 
not in the best interests of the pro- 
gram. 


Acting and diction okay. Land. 


ROSENBLATT and ZAYDE 
Singer, Pianist 
Sustaining 
WHN, New York 

Appearing (for a repeat) with the 
Sophie Tucker Music Hall program 


(23) on WHN it was evident that 
this combination has what it re- 
quires Henrv Rosenblatt is the 
singing son of the late eminent 
santor, Josef Rosenblatt, former- 
ly a vaudeville and coucert head- 
liner, Yascha Zayde is a faciie- 
digited pianist who has showman- 


ship on top of musicianship. 
Individually and as a team Rosen- 
blatt and Zayde have plenty to give 


radio. Their work has the imprint 
of distinction. Rosenblatt gave two 
samples. First in a foreign tongue 


Yiddish) he did a laugh- 
is a severe test of 


(probably 
ing routine that 








any singer. Emotional range of his 
performance is notable and should 
be a point weighed in his favor by 
advertising agencies seeking vocal 
talent off the conventionai thor- 
oughfares. He came back with the 
pop, ‘Beat of My Heart,’ just to 
prove he could cope with tin pan 
alley on its own terms. 
! Pyrotechnical piano of Zayde igs 
ij} both a robust foundation for the 
| baritone’s solos and an ear-arrest- 
ling piece of divertissement on its 
own, Land. 
JUNE CASTLE 
Songs 
Sustaining 
15 Mins. 
WGY, Schenectady 

WGY's stead’ etyeany of new 
femme singers on sustainers floated 
this name up to the mike one af- 
ternoon last wee} Miss Castle is 
tabbed as a soprano, but her lower 
register tones suggest the mezzo- 
soprano Possesses a trained 
voice which she uses with some 
Iskill, if without 100% uccess from 
ithe Jisteners angele 

Hers is the kind of voice, or 
jrather style of singing, which the 
jamplifier sometimes reproduces Jess 
|} satisfactorily than would be the 

2s en heard in an auditorium 
For instance, the udden transitions 
fro to high tone do not come 
i ness Avoidance of numbers calling 
| fe i recom- 
| me 1ded In fact, § Se 
is : 3 ts and oe 
) r ‘ lid enhance | 
}t j ( e® makes | 
< en ‘ oc | 
1} 
| ]) OVe 4 

I nould sree 
' 
| 
| bile e i 
‘7 ( ed, Jaco. 
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‘VINDICATORS' 

Kay Story, Jean DeLys, Jack Daly, 
Lezter Tremaine, Bryon Merrill. 
Al Tiffany 

Short Stories 

15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WENR, Chicago 
Local shot each Monday night or 

the blue NBC station for Runproof, 

a product which is claimed to pre 

vent runs in stockings. Advertiser 

is trying to shoot at femme listen- 


ers for his product. But this 
doesn't seem to be the show which 
will turn that trick Action type 


of shooting and general law-break- 
ing yarns makes this a doubtful 
entry for femme appeal. 
Story revolves about four 

ple: Attorney, femme novelist, 
ciety matron and a newspaperman 
who have been willed $1,000,000 to 
be used in the aid of persons who 
have been wrongfully accused of 
crimes. At each meeting some per- 
son appeals for aid and claims un- 


peo- 


Fo- 


just prosecution. Person tells his 
story by means of the flashback 
System, and then the person who 


is doing the accusing usually tells 
his side. Question then is: should 
the ‘Vindicators’ aid the accused 
No decision is given and the listener 
is left to décide that question for 
himself. However, next week the 
advertiser will start a contest in 
which the listeners will write in 
their own decisions in the matter 
Stories are themselves simple 
and direct: cases of murder, rob- 
bery, etc. They are well told; the 
characters are labeled quite plainly 


and the yarns have ae simple 
earnestness which make them okay 
radio fodder. They would figure 


as good material for a man’s prod- 
uct and only second choice for a 
femme commodity. That's about 
the only weakness in this program 
but it’s likely to be serious one’ 
unless the menfolks in the family 
insist on keeping the show tuned 
in and then getting the women in- 
terested enough to enter the guess- 
ing contest. Gold. 
JEAN DICKINSON 

With Henry Everett Sachs Ore 
Songs, Music 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WJZ, New York 

NBC: pickup from KOA, Denver, 
of Jean Dickinson, who is heralded 
as a new ‘sensational’ coloratura 
soprano. Henry Everett Sachs’ con- 
cert ensemble contributes the in- 
strumental interludes. 

It’s a high-grade quarter hour, 
both vocally and instrumentally, and 
evidences its worthiness of a na- 
tional pickup. Abel. 








COLUMBIA ARTISTS BUREAU 
PRESENTS 


LITTLE 
JACK 
LITTLE 


And His Original 
Columbia Broadcasting Orchestra 


ON TOUR 
And Broadcasting Daily for 
Niagara Hudson Electric 
Light and Power Co. 


ALSO ON COLUMBIA RECORDS 

















AL SHAYNE 


Radio’s Ambassador of Song 


HEADLINING 
LOEW'S DELUXE THEATRES 


‘A Radio Sensation. Without 
the slightest doubt, the greatest 
singer of popular songs on the 
air today. Wotta voice!” 


DAILY MIRROR 


Broadcasting Every Sunday 
5:30-6 P.M., WOR, N. Y. 


FOR SALLY’S STUDIO 


America’s Leading Theatrical 
Furriers 


7? West 44th St., New York City 




















® ROLFE 


and His 


Silvertown Orchestra 


Every Friday WEAF 
0:30-11 p.m. N.B.C. 
Acddress STCINWAY HALL 
K pres tie 


ROCKWELL-OTKEEDE, In 
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AUSTRIANS SEE 
ASCAP VICTOR 


The president of the Austrian 
authors and composers’ society, 
Herzmansky, and Hans Geiringer, 
representing the Viennese writers, 
are in New York conferring with 
E. C. Mills of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers on foreign relations, They came 
directly from the international copy- 
right convention in Seville, where 
it was agreed that the literary 
works of fictionists may be li- 
censed serially to publications and 
other users, directly by the sundry 
European societies, just as the mu- 
sical rights are leased. 

Foreign t.-usic society execs, who 
have been periodically visiting the 
N. Y¥. headquarters of ASCAP, be- 
lieve the U. S. Government's suit on 
monopolistic allegations against the 
American Society will meet the 
same fate as abroad, where the 
powerful radio interests likewise 
opposed the music license collec- 
tions. 

In Europe, also, the radio execs 
conceded that if they must pay a 
music license fee they'd rather deal 
with one central source which is 
empowered to license these rights 
than with sundry groups represent- 
ing this or that writer or writers. 
The bookkeeping entailed doesn’t 
“appeal to music users. 

Herzmansky of the Austrian song- 
writers’ organization was stricken 
with flu on the S. S. Rex when ar- 
riving here last week. Another show 
biz flu victim was Mrs. Julia Lydig 
Hoyt Calhern, who had to be car- 
ried off the boat in a stretcher. 


*  Kirkeby with Victor 


Edward Kirkeby has been named 
manager of RCA Victor’s artists 
and repertoire department. He re- 
places Eli Oberstein, who last week 
joined Harms, Inc., as_ business 
manager. 

Kirkeby was at one time asso- 
elated with the California Ramblers. 








NRA Reaction 


Reaction of show business 
to invalidation of the National 
Industrial Recovery Act is 
covered in detail on pages 1 
and 2 of this issue. 











Val Olman Grabs 
Radio City Patio 
In 32-Band Contest 


John Roy, manager of the Rain- 
bow roof atop Rockefeller Center, 
auditioned 32 bands for the new 
Patio job, which opens June 7 as an 
informal room, in opposition to the 
formal Rainbow atmosphere, where 
Ray Noble and his orchestra, with 
Jack Holland and June Hart, debut 
June 1. The outer room, the Patio, 
is being done over to added capacity. 
Val Olman and the Meadowbrook 
Boys were the victors for latter spot. 

Unlike the Rainbow's $3.50 and $4 
dinner and $1.50 and $2 couvert, 
there will be no cover charge in the 








‘popular’ room, with a $2 dinner and 
$1.50 minimum check obtaining. 








Meadowbrook Boys were last with 
Irving Rose at El Morocco, N. Y. 
They were merged into Val Olman’s 
aggregation by John R. Andrew, who 
built up the combined organization. 
Andrew is also setting a combo for 
the cocktail session. 


BOB CROSBY ON OWN 


Recruits Band for One-Nighters on 
Dance Circuit 








Bob Crosby having broken away 
from the Dorsey Bros. band, with 
whom he served his novitiate, is 
taking a band unto himself for one- 
nighters on a preliminary dance 
tour before landing a summer berth. 
Rockwell-O'Keefe managing. 

Crosby has recruited most of his 
men from a former Ben Pollack 
dance combo. Gil Roden is the tech- 
nician with the combo, Pollack has 
a new band, 

Will Osborne handed extended 
engagement of entire summer at 
Lexington Hotel. 











Range’ Not in Public 
Domain; Court Denies 
Infr. Sait Dismissal| 


In denying a motion for a dis- 
missal, Judge Woolsey in the New 
York District Court last week de- 
clared that the Southern Music Co 
has grounds for its infringe- 
ment action against 14 publishers 
that have been including ‘Home On 
the Range’ in their catalogs. The 
defendant pubs had been under the 
impression that this tune, other- 
wise known as ‘An Arizona Home,’ 
was in the public domain. 

Judge Woolsey disagreed with 
defendant counsel on every conten- 
tion advanced in challenging the 
validity of the original copyright. 
It has been argued that the record 
of the song made in February, 1905, 
by the authors, William and Mary 
Goodwin, with the registrar didn't 
come within the law because the 
former was not an American citi- 
zen. Judge Woolsey scouted this 
allegation as unlikely and also said 
he saw nothing wrong in the fact 
that the original publishers of the 
song, Balmer & Weber Music Co., 
of St. Louis, used the year 1904 
instead of 1905 as the date of copy- 
right on their published copies of 
the song. If anything, this predat- 
ing, he said, served as an advan- 
tage to the public. 

In April, 1930, Balmer & Weber 
assigned to William Goodwin the 
copyright and two years later 
Goodwin obtained a renewal of 
copyright. Goodwin subsequently 
assigned this extension of copyright 
to Southern Music. 

Among the firms named by South- 
ern in the infringement action were 
Bibo-Lang; George F._ Briegel, 
Inc.; DeSylva, Brown & Hender- 
son, Inc. (Crawford Music Co.); 
Paull-Pioneer Music Corp.; Rob- 
bins Music Corp.; Sam Fox Pub- 
lishing Co. and Hugo Frey and 
Carson J. Robison, 





Ralph Maurice starts his Ross 
Fenton Farm in Jersey the last of 
June with Ernie Holst shifting 
from El Morocco, New York, for 
the dance music. Lita Grey Chap- 
lin and Arthur Brown will also be 





in the show. 
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‘Inside Stuff—Music 





Ray Noble’s vocal recording by Al Bowlly of ‘My Melancholy Baby’ 
and ‘Basin Street Blues,’ back to back on a recent Victor release, has 
the Broadway bunch reminiscing about the old Reisenweber’s days be.- 
cause the recording technique is very 1920. That's the very thing, says 
Noble, that he wanted. He told his musicians to give Bowlly an instru- 
mental back-up that dated back to the old Dixieland band jazzique and 
make it as corny as possible. It was achieved via a quintet in the bras- 
sier portions although 11 men were used for the smoother strains in 
the forepart of the disk. The strings dropped out when it reverted to 
type, as both of these old numbers called for a period recording parring 
the vintage of the songs. 

Bowlly, like Noble, is English; a South African by birth to be exact, 
Bowlly played with jazz bands around the world, notably in China, Japan 
and the Orient for years before reaching London five years ago to join 
a Hotel Savoy combo. The last four years he’s been with Noble, Bowlly 
alone was permitted to break into America with Noble, latter’s band 
being recruited 100% from American ranks, per A.F.M. requirements 
before Noble could engage professionally in the U., S. While the Amer- 
ican jazzists might explain the strictly U. S. technique in the instru- 
mental version. Bowlly’s ready assimilation of the old-time American 
jazz style, in his vocalizing, is the big surprise to the Broadway bunch. 

All this is explained, of course, by the avid assimilation of anything 
American in jazz by all non-American jazzists. The French, English, 
and others all know the evolution of dance styles. Frank Trambauer, 
the late Bix Biederbecke (affectionately called the ‘Bix style’ for short), 
the late Eddie Lange (guitarist), Joe Venuti, Jack Teagarden, the Dor- 
seys and other crack musicians stand out in international jazz musician 
circles as signposts in the cavalcade of jazz. 


Jack Mills has signatured a contract with Maude Lambert, widow of 
Ernie Ball, that gives the publisher the renewal of copyright rights to 
all Ball melodies. Deal does not affect each renewal conclusively, as 
Mills will have to negotiate with the lyricist of each tune as it comes 
up for renewal. 

Included among the songs that eventually will be involved in the ar- 
rangement with Mills are ‘When Irish Eyes Are Smiling’ and ‘Mother 


McCree.’ 





Music contact men are descending on Chicago as a plugfest center, 
The many name bands around that territory is sending the top pro- 
fessional men from New York to the midwest capital. 

The national plug emanating from Chi, including the non-restrictions 
on broadcasts suddenly, if temporarily, emphasizes the Windy City as 
a tin pan alley high spot. Masters, Burnett, Kyser, Maxon, Fio-Rito, 
Zito, et al., are some of the bands in Chi at the moment. 





Franklin D. Roosevelt and Presi- 
dent’s mother, on request of French 
line officials. 

Several other bands will appear 
to accompany some of the special 
artists, but Davis’ orchestra will 
give out for the dansapation. 


§.S. Normandie Fanfare, 
Davis Has Dance Bands 


Meyer Davis and his 30 piece or- 
chestra have been signed to play Many a New York nitery, hotel, 
the two balls June 4 and 5 on the|cafe, restaurant, as well as the 
liner Normandie and to broadcast | Broadway attractions, is planning to 
the event on an international hook- | tie in with the Normandie’s bally<- 
up. Choice was made by Mrs. | hoo. 
















Count the Rolls-Royces wherever this dance team is featured. It takes less than a 
glance to see they've more than a dance...they’ve that certain something which 
prompts Social Registerites to reserve tables weeks in advance, which captures 
the clientele who appreciate fine wines, good food, superb dancing, and who can 


afford to spend with a lavish- 


beam and cashiers chuckle. 


ness that makes headwaiters 





Minor OF Root a y j « 


headlined at the International Sporting Club in Monte Carlo, the Casino in Deauville, the Palm Beach 
Casino in Cannes, are dancing tonight at the St. Regis (New York). They've danced to crowded tables for 
36 weeks at the St. Moritz (N.Y.); 26 weeks at the Biltmore (N. Y.); 11 weeks at the Central Park Casino; 
12 wecks at the St. Regis (1934); Persian Room of the Plaza (N.Y.); Castle Harbour Hotel (Bermuda) 


under exclusive management of Cc B S A. R Tl S T B U g E A U 


THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM, 485 Madison Avenue, New York City 
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Paine Asks Suggestions for Central | 
istrib Method to Counteract Off Biz 


John G. Paine, chairman of the 
Music Publishers Protective Associ- 
ation, last week asked the Max Mayer 


Music Co., the Maurice Richmond 
Music Dealers Service and the Mu- 
sic Sales Corp., the last a Warner 
Bros. subsidiary, to submit sugges- 
tions for the establishment of a cen- 
tral distributing source for chain 
stores. Paine resorted to this move 
with the hope that the publishing 
industry will do something to stem 
the* wholesale closing down of mu- 
sic counters in syndicate stores. 
Plans submitted by the three job- 
bing organizations will be laid be- 
fore a meeting of popular publish- 
ers, Which Paine proposes caHing 
within the next two weeks. 

Paine disclosed that the trade 
has since the first of the year lost 
a minimum of 150 outlets and that 
during this period Kresge alone 
shut down 98 of its 204 music count- 
ers. Figuring that if the average 
business of an outlet is $50, the in- 
dustry has lost $7,500 a week, or an 
annual turnover of $390,006, 

Music buyers for the leading 
chains earlier this year had pre- 
dicted a wholesale ‘closedown of 
counters unless the pop faction es- 
tablished a central merchandising 
and distributing channel for its 
wares so that the store units could 
cut down their cost of music ship- 
ment. 

As they explained it at the time, 
if a counter does $50 a week gross 
it may show a net business of $20, 
but where it has to pay $14 for a 
clerk there is only $6 left to cover 


mailing costs, heat, management, 
light and general overhead. This 
margin, which the chain men de- 


clare insufficient, could be consider- 
ably increased if they could do away 
with the complicated system of or- 
dering music from many publishers 
and instead buy through a 
source, 


DECCA WINS 1ST ROUND 


OF RECORD COURT TILT 


Decca Record last week scored its 
first legal decision against the pho- 
nograph companies it is suing for 
$1,000,000 when Justice Shientag in 
the New York Supreme Court de- 
nied a motion to strike out portions 
of the Decca complaint. Named in 
the action, which charges conspi- 
racy in restraint of trade, are RCA, 
RCA Victor, American Record Co., 
Brunswick Phonograph Co., Colum- 
bia Phonograph Co., Consolidated 
Laboratories, Inc., and the heads of 
these companies. 

What counsel for the defendants 
objected to and sought to have 
stricken out were the paragraphs in 
the Decca complaint, which re- 
viewed the rise and fall of the pho- 
nograph indudstry and detailed how 
American Decca had been founded 
on the belief that the talking ma- 
chine business could be revived by 
the introduction of a high-class rec- 
ord at a low price. In urging elimi- 
nation of this matter, defendant 
counsel described it as irrelevant, 
impertinent and scandalous. 

Justice Shientag held that 


granting of the motion would be of | 


benefit to the defense, 
ious prejudice to 
complaint 
defendant 


little if any 
but might 
Decca’s case. In its 
Decca charged that the 
dise concerns and their holding com- 
panies had combined by bringing 
pressure upon their dealers to keep 
Decea’s product off the counters 
Attached to the complaint were affi- 


work se} 


davits alleging to show where Victor | 
with the | 


threatened 
brand if they a 
Decca 
and 
maintain 


dealers were 
loss of this 
stocked Decca’s library. 

tails its discs for 3i5e 
whereas the other firms 
a list price of 75c. 





re- 


50e¢, 


Metro Picks Tunes 
To Plug Releases 


Hollywood, May 238. 

ety: . * éesAtn enne reuritore 

Caliltik Uli SLUUIY SVM We eevee 

plug songs for two of their pictures 
t 


Metro has made selections from the 


three score submitted. ‘China Seas, 


by Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur 


Freed, will be f the 


used for 


that title. 

‘Love Song of Tahiti’ got the call | 
for the promotional campaign or 
‘Mutiny on the Bounty Gus Kah 
and the team of Kaper 1 Jurmar 
on the credits. 


single | 


the | 


far i 
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SALT LAKE UNVEILING 


Three Dance Spots Open, Others 


Readying 


Salt Lake City, May 28. 
Three new dance spots opened in 
and about Salt Lake last week. 
Colonial Club, suburban nite spot, 


has Don Tibbs, m.c.’-ing and Nels 
Simpson leading the band. Melody 
Lane, also on the outskirts, has 
Harold Geerstens band, plus a floor 
show. 

Blue Eagle, combo dinery and 
dance spot downtown, features 18-oz. 
mug of beer for a dime, no cover. 
Music by Moe Pincus and his Five 
Little Pincushions of Melody.’ 

Only class nitery te remain open 


is Clayt Kirkman’s Club Momarte. 

Wally Stewart who runs the Club 
Dorado, has forsaken the annual 
fishing vacation, to take over the 


Country Club kitchen and dancing 


concession, 


Covey’s Cocoanut Grove, largest 
dance hall in the world, will be 
open thrice weekly, featuring 


Adolph Brox music, Anson Weeks’s 
band plays here Wednesday (30). 
Horace Heidt appeared here last 
week, Covey brings in M.G.A. 
name bands once in a_ while to 
stimulate interest in his dance spot. 
Saltair, Saratoga Springs, lLa- 
goon and Old Mill are resorts with 
dance halls, opening for season. 


Santly Buys Berlin’s 
Stock in Santly Bros.; 





Lester Santly has bought the in- 


terest of Irving 3erlin, Inec., in 


Santly Bros., making him the sole 
stockholder of the latter publishing 
‘firm. Deal involved a transfer of 
50% of Santly Bros.’ stock. 

Relation prevailing between the 
Berlin and Santly concerns has al- 
ways, Santly explained yesterday 
(Tuesday), be n an investment one. 
At no time has Berlin contributed 
songs to the Santly catalog or had 
anything directly to do with the 
Santly company’s operations, Les- 
ter Santly some time ago acquired 
the holdings in the firm, which his 
late brother, Henry, had bequeathed 
to their mother, through a financial 
arrangement determined by a com- 
mittee of three arbitrators. 

Santly firm has been in business 
six years. The name will remain 
as is. 





Ballew Takes Hollywood 


Smith Ballew filed suit for $1,336 





against the Hollywood restaurant 
on Broadway, in City Court, New 
York, last week, charging this 


amount is the balance due him for 
la four weeks engagement. He bases 
i his claim on the allegation that the 
restaurant failed to live up to that 
part of the agreement which guar- 
anteed him a broadcast outlet. 
Complaint avers that Ballew had 
taken the job on the stipulation that 
}the Hollywood would go on the air 
| twice a week. It further states that 
the restaurant not only failed to 
furnish Ballew with a broadcast re- 
lease, but deducted $84 a week from 
his salary to cover the $3 per man 
' broadcast tax which had been im- 
posed by the New York Musicians’ 
union 
Zallew is 
the $236 so deducted 
tional $1,000 which he due 
on his original salary demand. Be- 
the promise he would be 
the air, he had agreed t 


now seeking to recover 
plus an addi- 
says is 


cause of 
put on 


Oo 


Rest. Wage Suit to Court 


Robbins in the Appellate court. 
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Most Played on Air 





To familiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air around 
New York, the following is the 
listing of the songs most played 
on the cross-country networks 
last week, in relative standing, 
according to the approximate 
number of combined plugs on 
WEAF, WJZ and WABC. 

Latin From Manhattan. 

Tell Me You Love Me. 

Life Is a Song. 

1 Won’t Dance. 

What’s the Reason, 

Way Back Home. 

Kiss Me Good Night. 

Lovely to Look At. 

Little Gypsy Tea Room. 

Everything’s Done Before. 

| Was Lucky. 

Lullaby of Broadway. 

Lady in Red. 

In Middle of a Kiss. 

Quarter to Nine. 

Solitude. 

Easy to Remember. 














PUBS RIGHTS IN 
INFRINGEMENT 
UP 


Right of a publisher to hold a 
writer liable for the full sum of an 
infringement suit settlement, re- 
gardless of any contrary provisions 
in the contract, was affirmed in a 


ruling handed down by the Appe!l- 
late Term of the New York Su- 
preme court last week. Involved 
in the decision was the judgment of 


$780 which the Robbins Music 
Corp. had obtained from Municipal 
Court Justice Leopold Prince 


against Herman Timberg. 
Charlie Davis had charged that 
the tune, ‘You’ll Play the Star Part,’ 


which Timberg had placed with 
Robbins, infringed on’a song that 
he (Davis) had written. Robbins 


settled the controversy with a cash 
payment to Davis, and then de- 
manded that Timberg reimburse 
him with the full sum of the settle- 
ment. In taking the issue to court, 
Robbins contended that he had a 
right, under the liability provisions 
of the contract with Timberg, to 








make settlement and collect from 
the writer. 

Timberg’s counsel countered this 
argument with a citation from the! 
contract which stipulated that the 
writer could only be held liable to 
the extent of the royalties that have 
accrued on the song. Justice Prince 
held that it was unnecessary to con- 
sult the writer about entering into 
a settlement, and that the pub- 
lisher was entitled to hold the al- 
leged infringer liable for the entire 
amount of damages, 

Yale Wilner, of Julian Abeles of- 
fice, argued the case in behalf of 





CHARGES SONG PILFERED 
FOR FILM, ASKS 1026 


| Chicago-—and 


9 
aO-s 


Los Angeles, May 
Samuel Goldwyn, Inc., Jack Rob- 
tobbins Music Publish- 


ing Company and Eddie Cantor are 


laccused of having wrongfully appro- | 


cut the unit’s salary from $1,500 to | 


Julian Abeles is at- 


tavnaw fax Polloa«w 
PRUETT y AVE areas yee 


1 $1,250 a week. 


Pefore resorting to law Ballew 
ihad the controversy with the Hol- 
ij lywood aired before the trial board 


of the New York Musician’s unior 


After awarding Ballew the verdict 
t} t ) h ird ’ p ‘ | the ¢ 
ind ¢£ e Abe I nar one of the 
wners of the Hr: “4 1, an op! 
t to exp) ! side of 
t ratic nN l'} ‘ e { c ther ‘ 
i ? } 7 
a dais d 


priated the title ‘When My Ship 
Comes In’ for a featured song in} 
‘Kid Millions,’ and of having thus} 


ruined the song property of James | 
J. Donnelly. In Superior court com- 
plaint, Donnelly demands $102,500 
damages. 

Plaintiff asserts that 
Robbins and Cantor well knew that 
Donnelly’s song, ‘When My Ship 
Comes In,’ had acquired a meaning, 
identified with him as = author 
through widespread plugging, pub- 
lic renditions and radio broadcasts. 

Donnelly states he spent $2,50( 
plugging his song and had distrib- 


Goldwyn 


uted 2,500 copies. Use of the title 
in ‘Kid Millions’ and subsequent 


publication and broadcast of 
Goldwyn production song, he alleges 


has destroyed the market for his 
property. 
When Dick Gasparre moves ove 
nt the Hotel Biltmore’s roof, > 
Zatour remains the £ 
Place Piqualle. I 
will try and ti t 
er utilizing its r< 


fat the 


the i - 


British Bandman Ray Neble Has 


His Own Ideas of American Jazz; 


Sponsors Kill Off Individuality 


By ABEL GREEN 


tunate, with the Casa Lomaites, 


as 


After several months in America, | even the sponsor doesn't bother—too 


having overcome U. S. and A. F. M 
labor restrictions, and finally open- 
ing at Jack Rockefeller’s place, the 
swank Rainbow Room atop the 65th 
floor of the RCA Bldg. in Radio 
City—the spot he was to have in- 
debut 


augurated last year as his 
American engagement—Ray Noble 


has his own definite ideas of Amer- 
ican jazz and jazzicians. 


In England there are a handful 
of top bands; in America there's 
gangs of ’em. America will always 
set the jazz pace and _ Britain, 


France and all other non-American 
jazz exponents Will always be No. 2, 
says Noble. And yet, for all that, 
America’s been standing still. 

He blames it in part on radio. In 


contrast to the commercial com- 
placency of the commercial bands 
on the radio—which has been the 
economic lifesaver of the musician 


—it also has been a handicap. 

Let a band essay something in- 
dividual and there’s always the 
hazard of sponsoritis. Somehow 
vice-presidents in charge of radio 
programs are of the same mould, 
observes Noble, after his several 
months of on-the-ground U. S. ob- 
servation. 

Just because Andre Kostalanetz 
clicks with 46 fine musicians doing 


symphonic syncopation, Lucky 
Strike gets Lennie Hayton, e€ssen- 
tially a dance maestro, and _ sur- 


rounds him with 50, forgetting that 
once you get over 15 men no band 
can give out good dance music. 

Symphonie jazz, yes; but if it’s 
designed for a dance program, 
never, 

Then there’s the classic example 
of the brass soloist on a air 
show and the sponsor squawking 
that he’s paying for 25 musicians-— 
and that doesn’t mean 34 being idle 
while one dces instrumental fol-de- 
rols on a trumpet. 

Apart from this intra-radio 
tiousness there’s the economic 
vility which seems to have drained 


big 


cap- 


ser- 


the American jazz technician. If 
sponsored, and collecting heavy 
wampum for it, that seems to be 
self-sufficient for most of ’em. At 
least, so it is, economically. 
Professionaily, says Noble, he 
knows it’s otherwise, because he 


regularly visits The Open Door, the 
musicians’ nocturnal hangout on 
West 52d street, N. Y., and he sees 
the cream of the nation’s jazzicians 
getting in their fancy licks in be- 
tween quaffing beer or highballs. All 
have the same yen to play around 


with ‘Honeysuckle Rose,’ ‘Sweet 
Sue,’ ‘Dinah’ or ‘Tiger Rag (the 
average rhythm musiker's pet 


tunes) and doing those fancy licks 
and breaks which are denied them 
on the sponsored air shows. 


Go Soft 


It’s for that reason that so many 
fine musicians seem to come from 
points west. But it’s 
explained only by their outside-of- 
New York geographical limitations 
Which are really their opportunities. 
The moment they land a Radio City 


; or a Columbia commercial they lose 


individuality and caste, somehow, 
and must needs make compromis¢ 
altar of the sponsors, 

While in the hinterland the jazzi- 
cians their chores 
and individuality 
sicianly personality. 


take seriously 


exercise and mu- 


reputations which are translated 
into box office on dance dates, col- 
lege hops, frat vaudfilm 
presentations, (for what 
their present limited worth may be, 
inder existing conditions), and the 
like, In time, too, it means a spon- 
and fancy lucre, 
mayhap, starts the disintegration of 
the band’s individuality, 


dances, 


records 


sor some 


There are instances galore along 
those lines. Instead of a dance or- 
chestra, the band may become a 
musical background for some name 


songster or comedian: or 


glorified ‘pit’ 


even the 


band for a variety 











The rep was built first, and 
if the style commanded sponsorial 
attention, like as not it isn’t tam- 
pered with. 

London Vs. New York 


America, for many reasons, 


much. 


is a 


more fertile dance field, Noble ob- 
serves. Or, as he preferred, ‘Let’s 
liken it to London and New York. 


In London there are but a handful 
of good bands, such Ambrose, 
Jack Payne, Carroll Gibbons, Jack 
Hylton, Harry Roy, Henry Hall, Lew 
Stone; and a couple of others out- 
side of London, such as Billy Cotton, 
Roy Fox and Reginald Foresythe, 
although latter isn’t really a dance 
band. 

The field is limited in London, be- 
cause the British love to eat at 
home. In New York there is much 
more dining out. It’s the thing not 
to eat at home. The more restau- 
rants, and hotels, the better 
the competition for dance orchestras 
and obviously the wider for 
dance orchestras.’ 

Thus not only N. Y., but Chicago, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Boston, 
New Orleans, Cleveland, St. Paul, 
Dallas, Pittsburgh, Minneapolis, At- 
lanta, Houston and many another 
key city offers fulsome opportunities 


as 


cafes 


scope 


for bands to develop and assert 
themselves, 

They do that until (1) the radlo 
octopus affects them, and (2) the 


cycle hits ’em., 
‘Cycle’ Simulators 

The jazz ‘cycle,’ thinks Noble, is 
an insidious influence on a par with 
the moneyed microphone, for every- 
body seems to follow in the same 
groove, If the smooth Lombardo 
style is in vogue, every band goes 
sweet sax and simulates the same 
technique. 

Let Kemp, Dorsey Casa 
Loma (Glen Gray) and the rhythm 
exponents pop up, and all of a sud- 
den every band ‘swing style’ 
and tempo, 

In a measure, Noble concedes, the 
kids in the sticks are an influential 
factor. They're the most discerning 
dance audience in the world, wheth- 
er in the Wilkes-Barre coal regions 


Bros., 


goes 


or in the effete eastern campus 
belts. Youngsters on the hoof are 


the same the country over. They're 
the ones who know the recording 
artists and even the arrangements. 

Noble’s finding that out right 
along from his Victor records on his 
one-nighters prior to his next Fri- 
day (31) premiere into the Rainbow 
Room. 

As the trade knows, Victor has 
been reissuing many of the Noble 


disks, including old numbers. These 
are from ‘mothers’ recorded three 
and four years ago, which means 


that the arrangements are long for- 
gotten, especially to Noble's present 
all-U. S, outfit. The kids, however, 
demand the tunes, such ‘Hang 
Out the Stars in Indiana,’ ‘Time on 
My Hands’ ‘Goodnight Sweetheart,’ 


as 


the ‘Constant ‘Nymph,’ ‘Evergreen,’ 
ete., all obviousiy dated and only 
familiar through the current Victor 
releases, 

When the Nobleites essay to fake 
} it, they’re called quick and often, 
because the choruses aren't per- 
formed as on the disks. The kids 


They build up| 





Then, | 


how The maestros must rebel at | 
that, but what's the good (and the 
profit?) if all that's seemingly want- 
|}ed is the name value for dial-in at- 
tention, for which, of course, every- 
( eer to be ey handsomely 
ed, 
J ¢ ire for ! e excep n 
e Pp ¢ ind ¢« + Loma were 
r ‘ ‘ nd } 
) 1) H | Ke ! of 
he ¢ ers Some ¢ f ‘ f 


don’t know about trade practices of 
Victor reissues, but they do remem- 
those arrangements. 


Warning No. 8,427 


Music 


issued a 


ber 


Code Authority last week 
warning against further 
violations of the provision in the 
which bars publishers from 
making any sort of compensation to 
persons employed in retail stores. 

order followed the discov- 
ery that a publisher used the buyer 
for a music counter in a Cleveland 
store to contact local spot and paid 


code 


Taboo 


for the service, 
MUSIKERS L. A. BANS 
Los Angeles, May 28, 
Three theatres in Hollywood area 
ippear on latest unfair list sued by 
| American Federation of Musicians, 
They are Hollywood Pantages 
(pics), El Capitan and Hollywood 
P e (] ) 

i Lor I ¢ are 
j S to organized labor, 
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 





————————— 
(FORT LEE, N. J.) 

Earl Carroll’s revue from the 
Palm Island Casino, Florida, trans- 
planted to Ben Marden's Riviera 
across the C:eorge Washington 
bridge at Fort Lee, N. J., proves 


that the Floridians must have been 
easily satisfied this past winter. It's 
no wow of a floor show. Even the 
girls look like the best of ‘em must 
have been raided for the new Car- 
roll’s ‘Sketch Book’ or the ‘Vanities’ 
tab. now in the vaudflmers. 

Periodic changes, additions and 
revisions have been going on ever 
since the show opened. The spe- 
clalists sustain it. As a basic re- 
vue it’s more of a fashion show than 
an entertainment. 

A sort of a stage (not evelated 
enough) has been provided for the 
entrance and exit of the company, 
with Harold Stern’s and Gomez’s 
rumba bands to the right. 

The newer additions shape up 
well. Vera Niva, personality Rus- 
sian songstress, long at the Holly- 
wood restaurant, on Broadway, im- 
presses equally as well. Baron and 
Blair, ballrcomologists, have heen 
coming along, although Miss Blair 
is now a blonde. When a titian (if 
memory serves) in her early days 
around New York a couple of sea- 
sons ago (at the Hotel Pennsyl- 
vania, for instance) she essayed a 
little more s.a. in her costuming 
with those slinky gowns, which was 
and still is a good idea. Now they’re 
getting to be too much like the 
other ballroomologists. There was 
also more comedy then. Their 
present burlesque on the talking-it- 
over type of dancers has been done 
around, and even if original with 
them, it’s negated for that reason. 

Jay Seiler, from vaudeville, is an 
effective comedy stepper. He 
figures big in the clown ‘Spanish 
Jake’ finale which features Kay 
Picture, Betty Allen and the girls. 
Mona Leslie is the fan dancer, and 
John Hale the tenor who warbles 
the explanatory lyrical introduc- 
tories. Nice voice and nice front, 
but could take care of that threat- 
ening embonpoint to professional 


advantage. Lowe, Burnoff and 
Wensley with their knockabout 
ballroomology are another dis- 


tinctive highlight. 

Carroll has a few sartorial stand- 
outs per usual, but in toto it’s lack- 
ing in punch and novelty. Ella 
Cogan comes in Decoration Day. 

Regardless, the Riviera is one of 
hose spots which, almost regard- 
ess of anything, is a cinch for big 





Robbins’ E-hats 
te ee Ba from a les oe 
sbim@slrtellttrace 


This time 
the amazing 
The song is: 


“NINON” 


writers are 





Euroyve contributes to 
Robbins’ catalogue. 


Bronistaw 
Har- 
old Adamson wrote the American 
lyric, It's beautiful and you wiil 
hear a lot about it. 

P.S.—Extra notes for your cuff: 
“LIFE 1S A SONG" 
“svarreies BEEN DONE 
“WHEN | GROW TOO OLD 
TO DREAM” 


“FOOTLOOSE AND FANCY FREE” 
“EVERY LITTLE MOMENT”’ 


ROBBINS 


MUSIC CORPORATION 
199 SEVENTH AVENUE *NEW YORK 


and the 


Kaper and Walter Jurmann. 





biz if the weather breaks right; if 
it’s unconducive to motoring almost 


nothing’l: bring ‘em out. A good 
floor show, with the proper motor- 
ing weather breaks, is good show- 


manship only to make ‘em linger, 
and the longer they linger the bet- 
ter the bar bills. No couvert. Din- 


ner is $3 and $3.50 (shore). Drinks, 
75c Abel. 
HOTEL ROOSEVELT 


(HOLLYWOOD) 


The nitery in this inn should be 
called the Club Finnegan. It has had 
more ons and offs than a trolley 
on a spur line. It used to be called 
the Blossom Room. This week it’s 
the Supper Club. Next week 
(weather permitting) it moves up- 
stairs, becomes the Patio Roof. Still 
gasping for life, it is allowed out 
only two nights a week, Friday and 
Saturday. They still have Pennsyl- 
vania Sundays out here. 

Spot serves as a_ break-in for 
Eddie Oliver’s band. This person- 
able chap, who used to arrange and 
conduct for Ben Bernie, has rounded 
up a snappy aggregation of 11 toot- 
ers, specialists and canaries. Flair 
for novel orchestrations lifts this 
combo out of the mill run, should 
land it solidly with the native 
terpers. Oliver is all over the place. 
When he’s not waving the stick, he’s 
either pounding out a hot number 
on the black and whites or foiling 
for the Williams Sisters. Not a bad 
voice, either. Also emcees the floor 
show, such as it is. 

Williams trio and Al Maerinal 
hold up the vocal end. Latter works 
the trombone and is announced as 
one of the three living who can play 
‘Nola’ on it. Paul Santell, fiddler, is 
on for a solo. Dillion Ober, traps, 
provides the horseplay with xylo- 
phon,e, chimes and a Lloyd Hamil- 
ton phiz. 

The hostelry, a white elephant 
from the day it was born, is now 
being operated by Tommy Hull. 
Even though it is in dead-center 
Hollywood, it has never managed to 
lure the Hollywood mob. They'd 
rather go downtown to the Bowl or 
the Grove. The spot is not lacking 
in class. 


Given a radio hookup and a de- 
cent publicity break, Oliver can give 
the spot a build. Helm, 


SAVOY-PLAZA 


(NEW YORK) 


Another evolution in hotel nite 
life. Here's a room with a genuine 
intime nitery atmosphere, excepting 
that the responsible management 
brings you the bottle to authenti- 
eate the drinks requests, and tariffs 
are more within reason. 

Bob Grant’s smart rhythmpation 
gives out and Deslys and Clark, 
male piano team, with their saucy 
songs, are the vocal attraction. 
They succeed Dwight Fiske, long 
here and a click with risque double- 
entendre ditties. Ditto Deslys and 
Clark, whose stuff is smart if spicy, 
and attuned to the nocturnal tempo 
of the times in the big burg. 

Fiske sailed for six weeks at the 
Carlton hotel, London, last Friday 
(23) to open June 11. He returns 
to reopen the main dining room, 
which is being lavishly redone for 
its debut Sept. 21. Grant’s music 
holds over into the winter season. 

Savoy-Plaza hotel’s lounge and 
bar is likewise a popular cocktailery 
haunt with Basil Fomeen’'s band 
dispensing a continental brand of 
dansapation and likewir: strong on 
the hoof appeal. Minimum check 
is $1.50; on Saturdays $2.50; no 
couvert. When sitting at the bar, 





no minimum ever. Abel. 








CHAPPELL 


Prior to the Active Formation of 


OF AMERICA 
Temporary Office of 


HENRY M. SPITZER 


62 West 45th Street, New York 
MUrray Hill 2-8726 


Offering Two English Hits 


‘HIS MAJESTY, THE BABY’ 
‘MALOLA’ 


Now Released for the Air Noel Coward's “Mad About tha Boy” 


& CO0., Inc. 


MUSIC-—NITE CLUBS | 


New Mexico Clergy, | 
Tax Crimps Cafes | 


Albuquerque, N. M., May 25. 
Val Bender is in at Buckhorn 
Night Club on experiment. Nick 


Napoleone figuring to secure license 
later permitting floor shows. Per- 
mits costs $1,200 extra and as re- 
sult none in county. And a lot of 
dough hereabouts. 

Local Ministerial Alliance giving 
Napoleone as well as rest of the 
nite spot props a headache with 
clamor for Sunday closing and 
other restrictions. One A. M. dead- 
line is making things tough for the 
boys as well as the customers. 





Names in Ohio 


Springfield, O., May 28. 

Pavilion at Sandy Beach Park, 
Russels Point, on Indian Lake, is 
off to a good start with four name 
bands for early season patrons, and 
more following. Isham J ~es and 
Little Jack Little have already 
piayed the spot. Jan Garber is due 
Memorial Day, with Gler Gray's 
Casa Lomans slated for June 2. 

Terrace Gardens, Springfield's 
premier summer night spot, opened 
Saturday (25), with Harold Greena- 
myer’s orchestra, 





C. C.’s New Show 


New show for the Cotton Club, 
New York, is rehearsing under di- 
rection of Teddy Kohler. Nina 
Mae McKinney heads the revue, 
which opens at the Harlem spot 
June 23. 

Others in the show are Avis An- 
drews, Butterbeans§ and Susie, 
Nicholas Bros., Leathia Hil! and 
Claude Hopkins’ ork. 





ODE TO A BOAT 


Official theme tune for the new 
French liner, Normandie, is being 
published by Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Co. ‘Bells of Normandie’ is the title 
and Billy Hill did the words and 
melody. 

Composition will make its air de- 
but when a program from the boat, 
as it approaches the United States 
on its maiden voyage, will be broad- 
cast over NBC and CBS June 1. 





Koehler Writing Cotton Show 

Ted Koehler is writing the new 
show for the Cotton Club in Har- 
lem, for opening late in June. 

Nina Mae McKinney, colored film 
Star, will be featured in the new 
floor show, with Butter Beans and 
Susie, comedians; Nicholas Broth- 
ers, Meers and Meers, Leitha Hill, 
Avis Andrews and others. 


Music Notes 





Leo Reisman reopens at the Cen- 
tral Park Casino, New York, June 4, 
for a four-week stay. He goes on 
tour after that and resumes with 
the Casino in the fall. 





Red Nichols spotted for a series 
of one-night stands including dates 
at Jaffa Mosque, Altoona, Pa., June 
5; North Carolina State college, 
Raleigh, June 8-10, and senior prom 
at Hampden-Sydney College, June 
11-12. 





Phil Spitalny makes a Paramount 
short June 6. 





Jack Mills has taken over from 
the Translux Musie Co. the Al 
Bryant-lred Fisher tune, ‘She Wore 
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a Little Jacket of Blue.’ 





| 
; 
| Dick Gasparre opens his band at 
| the Biltmore, N. Y., June 5. 





Joe Reichman leaves the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y., June 10, for 
six weeks at the William Penn, 
Pittsburgh. His next move will be 
back to the Waldorf. 





Abe Lyman debuts into the Pa- 
vilion Royal on the Merrick road, 
N. Y., around June 15. Bandman 
now owns about 50% of the road- 
house, 





Johnny Johnson, who exits from 
the Commodore hotel, N. , * this 
week, has been engaged by Al 
Christie to supervise music scor- 
ing on Educational comedies made 
in the east. 

Guy Lombardo is being negoti- 
ated for the month of August into 
Ben Marden’s Riviera, Ft. Wee, 
N. J. Meantime, Ella Logan opens 
there tomorrow (Thursday). 





| 

| 

| R 

| Louis Bernstein and his wife sail 
for France July 10, They'll ba zone 





!about four weeks. 











$10 Disks 


Undergraduate price quota- 
tions for some of the old 
Dixeland Jazz Band records 
(Columbia and Victor) run up 
to $10. Campus kids and 
others of the sophisticated 
dansapation fans have since 
found out that they're out of 
print. 

Reason for this is the lack 
of foresight in preserving the 
masters of these jazz pioneers. 


4th Hudson River Show 
Boat Troup All Set 


Boat 
Kemper 
edition of 
includes 














Sanford’s Show 
Charles 


Bobby 
will have 
heading the fourth 
the revue, which now 
Murray Parker, Edith Mur- 
ray, Jack and June Blair, Crane 
Twins, 3 Dodge Bros., Pat and Nat 
Nemo, and a Meyer Davis orchestra 
under direction of Jay Mills. 

Starting June 1, a Hudson River 
Day Line steamer will leave West 
49nd street, N. Y. for the floating 
theatre anchored in midstream at 
Tappan Zee. 


RAIN BOGS BEACH 


Dance Pav. Only Unit Clicking at 
Lincoln Spot 





Lincoln, May 28. 

Slatz Randall is 
pavilion at the Capitol Beach, 
newly opened amusement ° park 
here, and will hold sway for two 
weeks. He'll b>» followed in by 
Wally Stoeffer for two weeks and 
then Arlie Simmonds for two. Ted 
Cooper, well Known band handler 
in the territory, has the Beach spot. 
So far, due to continual rains in 
this area, the dance is the only 
play in the park. 

Pool under management of Ralph 
Beechner is moving slow. Whole 
park is bossed by Hoye Hawke and 
owned by Bob Ferguson. 


in the dance 





Lincoln Whitewashed 


Lincoln, May 28. 
Change of city administration 
here was a slam at the drink-dance 
spots. Charles W. Bryan, thrice 
governor and now the mayor, 
elected on a squeaking dry platform 
and entrenched opposition to any 
form, of gambling, has set out to 
shut all the dubious spots in town. 
He has also ruled that no soft 
drinks capable of being spiked shall 
be sold in taverns or dance spots. 
Dance and other gambling em- 
poriums are out. Ceorge Valentine, 
of the ministerial association and 
carrying a long record of opposi- 
tion to liquor, was named night 
captain of police. 





Jean Anthony, who one time was 
a candidate for governor of Oregon, 
flew down to Hollywood to try to 
sell his ‘Chain Letter’ waltz. 








‘DRUNKARD’ REELING 
THROUGH MIDWEST 


Pittsburgh, May 28. 

George Sharp's production of ‘The 
Drunkard’ winds up a 89-week rua 
at Fort Pitt Hotel Saturday night 
(1) but will not move outdoors te 
Sanders Inn, near here, as original- 
ly intended. Cost of erecting stage 
at nitery was figured too high and 
instead meller will go on tour with 
original cast intact. 


First stop is Steubenville, 0, 
where Warners have booked the 
show for three days at their deluxe 
Capitol theatre. From there, it 
moves on to a couple of Ohio one- 
nighters and then to Cincinnat{ 
where it will play indefinitely at 
Castle Farms. Sharp intends ‘to 
bring the piece back to town in the 
fall and start all over again. 

‘Drunkard’ hung up a new the- 
atrical record locally. Previous 
mark was held by ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose,’ which ran 32 weeks 10 years 
ago. 











FED AIDING GOLDEN 


Musicians Provide Nurse, 
Help Also Sought 


American Federation of Musicians 


Ascap 


is providing a night nurse for 
Ernie (‘Next Numbah’) Colden, 
veteran dance maestro and song- 


writer who suffered a breakdown 
which sent him to Bellevue hospital, 
N. ¥. The American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
is being petitioned by tin pan alley- 
ites to further assist the vet orches- 
tra leader through his illness. 

Golden separated from his wife 
some years ago. 


Plenty Of Money Up 
On Conn. Booze Hopes 


Waterbury, May 28. 
Hoping for favorable action on 
sale of hard liquor by the drink, 
the Hotel Elton has completed plans 
for installation of a bar. Latter is 
legal now in Connecticut but for 





beer only. 

Elton bar is being placed in 
King’s Kitchen, eating spot. With 
the legislature's okay, however, 


the hotel will also probably spot a 
bar in the Rhythm Room, now 
closed for the summer. 

Local business men have taken 
an option on a building on Harri- 
son avenue, planning a nite club if 
the hard liquor bill goes through. 
Said to be planning to spend $50,000 
in outfitting the nitery. 











Harms’ Distinguished Emissary 


WILL ROCKWELL 


IS ATTIRED BY 


YOUNG-ROBBINS 


CLOTHIERS 


200 West 5ist Street, New York 
Just Off Broadway 
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MONTE CRISTO—PARIS 
CASANOVA—LE TOUQUET 
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CAFE DE PARIS 
CAFE ANGLAIS 


CARLTON HOTEL 


Regular Broadcasting Feature of 
British Broadcasting Corporation 


Thanks to the Above Managements 
and My Many Friends 
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HENRY SHEREK 
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Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Managements of Harlem's two vaude-film theatres, Apollo and Harlem 
Opera House, both located within a few doors of each other on 125th 
street, are competing in obtaining amateur talent for their respective 


stunt nights. 


Latter house, under Jimmy Marshall, stages its novice 


spread on Tuesday nights, and M. Sussman’s Apollo tyros go on Wednes- 
days. Second program is the older of the two, however. 


Clubs, churches, schools, etc., 


which abound 
sector, are scoured weekly to get sepia entertainers, 


in the Lenox avenue 
Apollo has already 


started its spring and summer policy by using Ralph Cooper's orchestra 
in the pit and stage; m.c. has been there all through the winter. George 
Wilkshire handles introductory chores at the Harlem Opera House. 
WNEW broadcasts the H. O. H. program on Tuesdays from 11 p.m. 
to midnight, EDST, and WMCA airs the Apollo show on Wednesdays 


at the same hour. 


California juries in sensational 


show 


routes after trials, according 


cases will have to nix proffers of 


to an Assembly bill passed, and 


expected to be backed up by the Senate and executive signature. Bill 
would prevent situation such as developed after the Hauptmann tria! 
when the jury was deluged with offers of stage exploitation. 

California legislation, if passed, will not prevent theatrical employees | 
who might serve as jurors from returning to their jobs immediately after | 


conclusion of trial. 


Martin Beck, with the collaboration of RKO, has found a new way to 
collect rent from agent-tenants of the Palace theatre building, New York. 
When an agent falls in arrears in his office rent, to the dissatisfaction 


of Landlord Beck, 
Agency check. 
No legal procedure is resorted to. 


RKO obligingly withholds that agent's collection 


It’s just a grab. Agents, being strict- 


ly subservient to RKO through the nature of their franchises, have no 


recourse, 


Gracie Fields, who is still the biggest English vaudeville and film 
attraction, is reputed to be earning $500,000 annually from her vaude- 


ville, recording and film work. 


Most of her money is invested in Woolworth’s stock, and she has an 
arrangement with the 5 and 10 cent store group to acquire properties 
in Lancashire, which they lease from her for new stores. 





$50,000 GROSS 
ON NVA DRIVE 


Manager-members of the NVA 
Fund will meet in New York the 
latter part of this week to discuss 
means for raising additional moneys 
for the NVA. They will also take 
under consideration the proposed 
commercially sponsored  two-reel 
picture to be made co-jointly by 
the major studios in Hollywood. 

Early returns on proceeds from 
10%-of-the-gross contributions by 
2,200 theatres, indicate the total will 
fall short of the $75,000-$85,000 ad- 
vance estimate and come closer to 
$50,000. 

Additional amount 
maintenance of the 
year is between 
$200,000, 


Summer Closings Hit 
Cushman Stage Time 


needed for 
NVA for the 
$150,000 and 


Lincoln, May 28. 
Orpheum here cancels vaude for 
the summer, Sunday (2), the last 
show in being Dan Fitch's ‘Dixiana 
Revue.’ Will start again in the fall, 
in line with the Cushman policy. 
Cushman agency will close in Al- 
buquerque, N. M., about June 7, and 
most of its time will clamp shut 
until August 1. Cushman will open 
new offices in Dallas next season, 


Billing Trouble 
Chicago, May 28. 
Seems that there are two ‘Whitey’ 
Roberts; one who does the rope- 
skipping and talking single. 
Other is doing nite club m.c. and 
stooge-in-the-box when playing 
vaude. 


Tremaine Bankrupt 


Paul Tremaine, band leader, filed 
a petition in bankruptcy with the 
Federal court, Brooklyn, Monday 
(27), giving his assets as $265 and 
liabilities $4,436. 

Application carried his name as 
Eric Paul Tremaine. 

Bill Robinson Vaude 
Hollywood, May 28 

Bill Robinson finishes Para- 
‘Big Broadcast’ and then 
goes east June 15. 

He is resuming in vaude theatres. 


mount’s 





WHEELS IN TUNES 


Grofe Doing Transport Symphony 
for Henry Ford 


Hollywood, May 28. 
Ferde Grofe has been given a 
commission by Henry Ford to write 
a symphony on evolution of trans- 
portation. Gets a premier at the 
San Diego expo, with Victor Kolar 
conducting the Detroit Symphony. 
Grofe is also doing the Hollywood 

Ballet score. : 
He also conducts one concert 
bowl at the Frisco open air season. 


TUCKER MUSIC HALL 
PROGRAM ON STAGE 


Sophie Tucker's Music Hall, heard 
weekly over station WHN, New 
York, will be presented at the Capi- 
tol, N. Y., for a week, 
June 7. 

No definite cast has been selected 
as yet, but it is thought that several 
artists who have repeated on the 
air program will be used on the 
stage, 





Mosconi and King as 
New 2-Act Combination 


Louis Mosconi (Mosconi Bros.) 
and Charlie King have teamed as 
a new two-act combination for 


vaudeville. 


starting | 
;all General 


| 





AMERICAN ACTS 





vaudeville bookers are General The- 





give about eight weeks in various 


ested in acts at around $300 to $500. } } ; 
| | were restricted to a single perform- 


The vaude vets started rehearsing | 


in New York this week preparatory 
to showing the act. 
F.&M. School Drive 
Chicago, May 28 
Fanchon and Marco 
the Dance in Los Angeles is adver- 
tising in newspapers throughout 
this territory. 
Plugging summer normal course, 
which gets under way on July 8 for 
a four-week curriculum, 


Par’s Femmes 


| policy, 


/MORRISON-BERLE GET 


School of | 


KEEP IT GOING 


Vaude Still Strong Over 
There, but Lacks Material 
—Yanks as Life-savers, 
but Victims of Cheap Imi- 
tators—Inside Info on 
Salaries and Percentage 


MOSTLY $500 TOP 


By JOLO 
London, May 28. 

Vaudeville is still having its ups 
and downs in England, but, despite 
more downs than ups, refuses to 
knuckle under. 

There are quite a number of for- 
mer vaudeville adherents who have 
lost faith in that form of entertain- 
ment, foremost among them being 
Sir Oswald Stoll, at one time one of | 
its staunchest supporters. 

Main difficulty with vaudeville 
here is lack of new material, neces- 
sitating constant repetition. If it 
were not for the Americans this 
form of entertainment would have 
long ago ceased to function, Trouble 
is that with the importation of any- 
thing new from America comes a 
number of cheap English imitators, 
thereby killing the value of importa- 
tions after a short while. 

Vaudeville has suffered two blows 
in recent years, the biggest being 
the failure of John Southern, Start- 
ing off with plenty of trumpet blow- 
ing, and at one time being interested 
in four spots, Southern came 
a cropper after about 10 months, 
losing for various people something 
like $400,000. Bad advice wes main- 
ly responsible for his failure. Fail- 
ure of Golders Green Hippodrome and 
Streatham Hill theatre to maintain 
their vaudeville policy is the other 
blow. Parnell & Zeitlin, among the 
cleverest showmen in England, were 





A Friar’s Standoff 


Jack Curtis left New York 
Saturday (25) on the Cham- 
plain for his annual jaunt to 


Europe. Left early this time 
in order to catch the Norman- 
die on its second westbound 
trip. 


Accompanying Curtis is the 


bookmaker whom Curtis has 
been practically keeping all 
year. Curtis figured that by 


taking him along as his guest, 
the bookie can’t accept any 
bets from him (Curtis), as a 
matter of courtesy to one’s 
host. The bookie’ therefore 
loses his ace angel, but gains a 
nice educational trip. 














the bookers, They found after a few | 
months they were stuck for top- | 
notchers. Hence the change of 


But still vaudeville keeps linger- 
ing. 
The most important British | 


atres, in conjunction with Moss Em- 
pire Theatres. These are operated by | 
George Black, with Val Parnell the | 
booker and general manager. In 
Theatres can give 
around 12 weeks to newcomers, and 
if the acts are really successful they 
can play repeats, making their time 
about double, 

Next comes Paramount, which can 





spots. Paramount is mostly inter- | 
} 
Anything higher than that is usually | 
booked on a guarantee plus percent- | 
age. Acts generally playing under | 
such conditions include Jack Hylton, | 
Gracie Fields, Roy Fox, Jack Payne, | 
Sophie Tucker, Belle Baker, Harry | 
toy. 
Stoll Ranks Fifth 
Sir Oswald Stoll ranks about fifth 
in his variety demands. Plays 
(Continued on page 57) 


INJUNC. HEARING TODAY 


Charles Morrison's 
injunction against 


Hearing on 
application for 


| Milton Berle is scheduled for today 


|} sonal 


Paramaant has set two single 
femme names for its stage time, | 
both opening June 7 

Molly Picon starts at the Michi- 


gan, Detroit, while Olga Baclanova 
plays the Orientai, 
then the rest of the Par kKevs. 


Lizbeth Trims 


Warners’ Ritz, Elizabe J 
trims its stage shows afier this 
week 

Split-weeker booked in New 
York, goes to first-halves oF 


playing five acts 


“tz. 3 .|minimum of $35,000 a year. 
Cnicago, una: 


(Wednesday) in New York Supremes 
Court. Morrison charges breach of 
contract. 

It is held in the complaint that 
two years remain to go on a per- 
management contract by 
which Morrison guarantees Berle a 
Morri 
son contends that in three years 
under his management, Berle has 
increased his salary from $450 pet 
week to $2,500. 

O'Brien, Driscoll & 
counsel for Morrison and 
Goldstein for Berle. 

Maurice Golden's suit agair 
Morrison for a share in manage- | 
ment of Berle has been called off. | 


Yaftery is 


Mc nroe 


Agent-Licensing 
In NY. Upheld 
By Appellate Ct 


While only a matter of $77 was 
involved in the managerial suit by 
Clara Dellar against Roger Wil- 
liams, chorister in ‘Great Waltz’ at 
Radio City when he is not under- 
study to Guy Robertson, featured 


juve, it again established the agents’ 


licensing law. Miss Dellar sued 
Williams in Municipal] Court, N. Y., 
Judge Watson deciding that she 
was entitled to her 20% commission. 

Williams appealed and the Appel- 
late Term justices (Shientag, Cal- 
lahan and Hammer) dismissed the 
complaint, awarded $30 costs to 
Williams, and opined that the ob- 
taining of employment for an artist, 
no matter the relative unimportance 
of the role or salary, still fell within 
the category of the theatrical li- 
cense laws, and as such, Miss Del- 
lar was supposed to be properly li- 


censed. Under those circumstances 
only 5% commish for 10 weeks is 
legal. 

Max Kendler represented Wil- 
liams. 


Dancing Pupils’ Tieup 


A Vaudfilm Bolsterer 


Syracuse, N. Y., May 28. 

Dancing school tie-ups which 
transferred the annual pupil re- 
citals from halls and auditoriums 
to the RKO Keith’s stage are esti- 
mated to have added $2,000 to 
Keith's grosses during the last five 
weeks. The recital series ter- 
minated yesterday. 

The kid programs were offered as 


|an added attraction to current film 


bills, and, in all save one instance, 


ance. Exception drew a three-night 


engagement, plus one matinee to 
catch juvenile trade. 


Pop Cameron’s Nitery 


Camerons) 
interest in 


(Four 
a 50% 


Pop Cameron 
has purchased 


| the Casino at Clayton, N. Y. (Thou- 
|} sand Islands), and will open it June 


from 
Dan 


29 with floor shows booked 
New York by Billy Jackson, 
Gray is Cameron’s partner. 
Co] Maybohn’'s 
Rhvthm’ unit will be the opening 


show, 


Productions for Dayton 


May 28. 

been 
; will build its own shows 
beginning May 31. Orchestra will 
be increased to 10 men and placed 
vaudeville acts 


Dayton 
RKO Colonial which has 


audefilms 


on stage and five 


will be tied in with a house chorus 


A New Yerk stager may be placed 


{ rie 


THAVIU’S NEW UNIT 


Chicago, May 28. 


Tha i is readying a new 40-peo- 


role nit to be known as ‘Midnight 


Billy Bernard managing 


‘Cavalcade of | 











} 
| 








LOEW OFF UNITS 
FOR REST OF 
SUMMER 


Loew has declared a hands-cff 
policy on units for all its theatres 
except the Capitol, New York, for 
the balance of the summer. Three 
units booked before the deadline, 
which is effective this week, will be 
the only non-vaude shows to be 
played between now and  ~*next 
season. 

Non-unit policy is a result of the 
customary summer cut in the Loew 
stage budgets. It varies with each 
theatre, but averages at about 25%. 
Capitol, only house not cutting, re- 
tains its elastic stage budget all 
year. 

Trio of units still to be played, and 
their bookings are Benny Meroff, 
Baltimore, June 21; ‘Spices of 1935,’ 
Metropolitan, Brooklyn, June 14, and 
State, New York, June 28; George 
Olsen band, State, N, Y., June 14. 

As opposed to regulation vaude- 
Ville on salaries and playing time, 
units had the best of it on the Loew 
circuit this season. In some weeks, 
75% of the Loew theatres played 
unit shows. 


125 AGENTS FOR 
10 INDIE WKS. 





The panic is on in the indie 
vaudeville field. 

Among eight of the independent 
booking offices in New York, the 
biggest in a field that’s none too big 
at best, there’s currently left 70 
days of playing time, all told, which 
amounts to 10 weeks. And still 
Shrinking as the weather grows 
warmer and daylight saving begins 
to tell. 

At present there are around 125 
agents, indie and RKO and Loew- 
franchised, making these booking 
offices, Matching the amount of 
playing time to the number of reps, 
and also reducing this to averages, 
the agents can just about. net a 
cruller each per week out of the 
indie vaude field. 

Tough as this shrinkage is on the 
agents, it hits the talent most. The 
indie spots are the acts’ last hope 
for break-in time, the majors refus- 
ing to spot new acts or book talent 
unseen, 

Leading indie booking office at the 
present time is Fanchon & Marco, 
with three weeks; second is Eddie 
Sherman, with two weeks. Arthur 
Fisher is booking six days between 
three spots, and the Dows have one 
week. Amalgamated, which start- 
ed with three weeks recently, is 
now down to four days in two the- 
atres because of summer closings. 

Fay Markus books a full week 
stand and a two-day house, while 
Alex Hanlon, with the Tivoli, Brook- 
lyn, dropping vaude for the summer 
next week, only has the Grand Opera 
House, three splits on the week, 
George Godfrey and Jack Linder, 
who haven’t had more than two 
weeks at any time this season, are 
down to six days among two thea- 
tres and are now bocking amateurs. 


Apollon and ‘Harlem’ 
Units for Interstate 


Dave Apolion's ‘international Re- 
vue’ has been set for five weeks on 
Charles J. 
Freeman, booker, opening June 7 in 
Houston, Texas. Benny Purke 
agented. 

Rest of the time in the order 
played will be Dallas and San An- 
onik full weeks: Ft. Worth our 


the Interstate time by 


| day Little cock, Ark., two days, 


and Memphis, Tenn., full. 

Second Interstate show down wil] 
be ‘Harlem on Parade,’ colored unit, 
Which opens June This one gets 
only three and weeks, 
skipping Little Rock and Memphis. 
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DANNY DARE DANCERS 


13 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Palace, New York 

Two octets of bovs and girls, 
promisin: iduates of the Danny 
Dare ter] icademy and obviously 
trying ird to get along. They more 
than succeed No sympathy angle, 
everything being earnestly and se- 
riously essayed, and while perhaps 
lacking in professional polish is 
more than satisfyingly sustained by 
intrinsic terpsichorean worth, 

First a mixed dozen open in a 
rumba routine, attired in nice Latin 
getups against a gay background. 
Then a toe tap by a specialist who 
figures later again in solo _ bits. 
She’s Theodora, sole featured mem- 


mixed 16. Eventually all 
a marathon of terps that 
gamut of the dance 


ber of the 
engage in 
embraces the 


book. Takes in ballroom routine, 
acro-adagio, trick throws and 
catches, ete. 


All are done with ease, and smil- 
ing grace, obviously reflecting the 
schooling Dare must have instilled 
in them against looking scared, re- 
gardless of some of the hefty hur- 
dles and hurling. Sometimes the 
catches weren't clean, either, but 
the youngsters took it all in a big 
way. Girls look 15-17 and the boys 
about ditto, with probably 18 the 
top age. All are maturely attired 
and there is no trading on obvious 
youth which, in contrast, reacts in 
its own favor without emphasis. 
This is but one of the many good 
showmanly touches to this nice 
little flash act which packs a lot of 


terpology into its 13 mins. running 
time. Abel. 
4 DELCOS 
Casting Act 
7 Mins. in Three 
Academy, N. Y. 

Evidently an old-timer, though 


not in the files. Usual double cradle 
with a trampoline net, and most of 
the usual tricks, including a clean- 
cut double, twisters and pirouettes. 
Flyers are a man and woman, with 
the latter taking her full share, but 
not the more important half. 

Man plays for comedy as an in- 
offensive pansy, suggested more by 
his makeup than his actions. Not 
harmful because not too strongly 
stressed. His windup is about 50 
somersaults in a- swing, which 
makes a good enough closer. Not 
an important turn, but suffices for 
the number one. Chic. 








TRACY and VINETTE 


Now Filming in 


CORSICA, SPAIN 











DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 West 72nd St., New York City 
Birthday, Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
in Boxed Assortments, 15 exclusive 
and original cards to the box, $1.00. 
Special discount on large quantities, 
Write for Particulars 








PAULINE COOKE 
1674 Broadway 
Presents 
COLLETTE LYONS 


This Week (May 24) 
PALACE, NEW YORK 


COOKE & O. L. OZ 








SAMMY PATTI 


LEWIS “> MOORE 


THIS WEEK (MAY 24TH) 
FOX-LOEW, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Management JOHNNY HYDE 


VAUDEVILLE 
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ACTS 


MOONLIGHT REVELS 
Dances; Comedy 

15 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Loew’s Orpheum, N. Y. 

Title of offering is a mis- 
nomer, unless a staid and only 
mildly exciting dance number 
against a moonlight drop is to be 
rated as a revel. Six people are 
involved, three in straight dancing, 
the others in for laugh purposes, 
with 


this 


Opening is a full stage effect, 
special setting of a silvered arch 
front and moonlight backdrop. Trio 
of two men and a woman—she in a 
long-skirted evening gown, they in 


mess jacket evening outfits—do a 
combo ballroom - modified adagio 
number. The men are there for 
tossing, which they do gracefully 
enough, and attain good effect with 
horizontal spinning of the girl in 
midair 

Act then comes down to one, with 
another couple in evening attire on 


for a brief pantomimic burlesque of 
a ballroom routine. This got over, 
as did rough-and-ready woman 


comic with phoney vocalizing and 
apron antics, where she drapes her- 


self on the foots for a comedy song, 


using the saxman in the pit in an 
embarrassment bit. Back to full 
stage, the original trio do a fast 


adagio number, the girl being semi- 
strip, the boys in colorful costumes. 
Finale has the five dancers, two 
girls and three men, in a brief whirl. 
In this the men are in dress suits, 
the girls in canary dinner frocks 
and hats to match. Cutout blossom 
drops dress the stage. 


Act is well dressed and staged, 
but lacks the gayety and pace that 
its billing indicates. Either a new 
title, or something to tie it together 
seems to be to need. 


BEATRICE HOWELL 
Mimic 
8 Mins.; One 

Loew’s Orpheum, N. Y. 

Clever in her imitations of vari- 
ous Hollywood personalities, Miss 
Howell exposes some of their idi- 
osyncracies of speech and at the 
same time a liberal area of her own 
vertebra, due to an open-back red 
evening gown. 

Some of her gags are new and 
smart, but she may run afoul of film 
fan resentment in some spots, due 
to the bitterness she injects into 
broad treatment of favorites. Her 
Hepburn bit, with false bangs added 
for a grotesque caricature, is some- 
what beyond satire; also her Lionel 
Barrymore, while clever in voice and 
mannerism, depiction slaps at the 
Barrymore dynasty too hard. Her 
Garbo follows the same lines of 
other kidders of Greta, therefore 
anticipated. Her best is a _ brief 
exchange between Edna Mae Oliver 
and Freddy 3artholomew, from 
‘Copperfield,’ her copying of the 
boy’s voice particularly good. She's 
pretty rough en Barbara Stanwyck. 

A little more amiability and geod 
fellowship in treatment of her sub- 
jects will strengthen the appeal of 
an otherwise pleasing act. 


DOROTHY CROOKER and CO. (5) 
Dancing 

13 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Dorothy Crooker was caught last 
year as a specialist at the Capitol, 
New York, registering then in every 
respect except that she overstayed. 





mounted and dressed flash. 

Miss Crooke~ specializes in con- 
trol-kicking, one of the routines 
done entirely on one leg, but un- 
fortunately her type of dancing, 
though graceful, is too slow to be 
permitted as much as time as is 
given. Entire act would probably 
have a better outlook if her solos 
were trimmed. 

A pair of femme toe dancers, also 
control-kickers, a male bucker and 
a boy acro dancer, are with her. 
Latter is okay, the others fair, with 
the applause coming accordingly. 

Flash closed the five-acter here 
to a moderate hand. Scho. 

















BETTY 


“You have made a hit and I congratulate you.” 


(Copy of Telegram) 
Am Glad | Have Not Disappointed You 


Now Rehearsing for Charles B. Cochran’s London Production 


“ANYTHING GOES” 


Management CHARLES B. COCHRAN 


CHARLES B. COCHRAN 


KEAN 











BETTY 


ADAIR and 





Back on Broadway with a New Offering 


with SUNNY RICE 
RKO Palace, New York, This Week (May 30) 


DICK 


RICHARDS 








Same fault is found in this nicely 





a suupeutieemaen 
Fisher, Randall and” ‘UNIT REVIEWS 
Fisher, Randall and Flatow 
Comedy, Singing 
14 Mins.; One 
—". vo Rhapsody in Rhythm the patrons come to see and it's 


This trio’s billing leaves them 
wide open for almost any kind of a 


rack, And what the viewers will 
miss in the billing they'll most 
likely get from the material. 

Boys are singing specials and 


most of the latter 


doing imitations, 
having 


hoked, with everything 
quite a smali-timey flavor. Their 
material is unfunny for the most 
part, and thev make things tougher 
for themselves by injecting double 
entendre here and there. Two of 
the boys do most of the singing, 
the third being a comic of sorts at 
the piano. 

On too long in the deucer here, 
milking most of the applause they 


received. Scho. 
Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





The yearly May checkup brings 
many cures: Laurence McCarthy out 
of the san and organized orchestra 
now playing at the Brown Bear 
nitery; Bert Ford out of lodge, but 
will remain in Saranac to sap up 
the fishing season; Jackie Roberts 
goes home to New York; Ruth 
Hatch will reside at Montclair, 
N. J.; Maurice Pearson leaving to 
vacash at Monticello, N. Y.; Charles 
Bloomfield will Broadway it while 
producing .a new play, and Louis 
Cohen will resume work at the 
Warner Bros studio in Brooklyn. 


Eddie Ross (Phil and Eddie Ross) 
is showing up so well he is lean- 
ing towards the exercise side of the 
big book. 

Jack Nicoll, Jr. former NVA 
guest ozoner, seiging at the French 
hospital, N. Y.; Alma Montague is 
going under an op at the Mercy 
hospital, Syracuse. 

Carlton Macy (Lydell and Macy) 
was a san caller, ogling the lodge 
while renewing hellos. 

Leo Massimo is back for a gen- 
eral checkup. 

Mrs. Minna Morse (Minerva Wal- 
lace) is a new arrival at the lodge. 
She was at Liberty, N. Y., before 
coming here. 

The Hugh Keenes and Arthur 
Crouch are New Yorking for atmos- 
phere for Liberty front pages. 

Dr. Immerman, of New York and 
Switzerland, is the new house medi- 
co, replacing Dr. Rothman, who goes 
into New York hospital service. 

Frank Craven's ‘The First Year’ 
was presented at the lodge by the 
drama dept. of the E. R. B. The 
yang sapped it up to a fare-thee- 
well. Carltun Macy is the head man 
with the show. 

Oscar Davis, formerly of the June 
Carr unit, is a new arrival at the 
lodge. Boy is a Columbus, Ohio, 
product. 

Frisco DeVere anticipating a trip 
to the French hospital, N. Y. 

3irds are the fad at the lodge 
now. When Dr. Fischel makes his 
daily rounds it’s ‘Good morning, how 
is your canary?’ 

Betty Huntington is making the 
grade, 

Benway gets a good report, with 
exercise and a mess of added pound- 
age. 

Fred ‘Bones’ Bachman now gets a 
big kick in looking up Chicago time- 
tables. 

Maud Kinslow is a new arrival 
at the lodge. She was accompanied 
by Flossie Penn. 

George Harmon, one of the 
strictly abed boys, was handed a 
surprise visit by his frau. 

Garry Sitgreaves moved from the 
infirmary to the up department. 

The gang up here wants to thank 
every artist who took part in the 
benefits for the NVA. The broad- 
cast was enjoyed up here. 

Write to those you 
Saranac. 


know in 
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3 American Acts Sail 
For Vaude-Cafes Abroad 


Three American acts sailed Fri- 
day (24) for London for engage- 
ments starting in England in June. 
All were set by Dick Henry of the 
Curtis & Allen agency. 

Sheila Barrett opens June 3 at 
the Cafe de Paree, London, for two 
weeks, then goes to the Palladium 
for another twe weeks, through 
Charlie Morrison. Owen McGive- 
ney, in his first visit to England, his 
home, in years, opens in Glasgow 
June 10 for a tour of the General 
Theatres circuit. 

Endor and Farrell start a double- 
date at the Savoy and Berkeley 


| hotels, London, June 3, for four 
| weeks, Will play the supper show 
it the Savoy and the dinner per- 


formance at the Berkeley nightly. 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 
Lincoln, May 26. 


Harry Clarks new show, ‘Rhap- 
sody in Rhythm,’ is not as good as 
the last one he put over the Cush- 


months ago. 
and was 


man circuit about six 
It was ‘Penthouse Follies’ 
more of a variety bill. However, 
Rhapsody’ has three good acts and 
can get by. Chief deterrent is that 
segment of the audience which has 
a memory will recall that he’s using 
a second time some of the lesser 
features of the first unit. 
Opening on Artie 
Rhythm Cadets, 9-piece 
Three Queens of Rhythm, 


Gleason's 
band, the 
flash act, 


terp a little out front. Okay for a 
starter, Bernice Jarnot, control 
waltzer, follows and has a fair 
number. First good act appears at 


this juncture with Charlie Riley and 
company. Riley is a hand balancer 
and has a number of tough tricks, 
including 1 mount to a twenty-foot 


rigging for a closer that’s a real 
sock. 
Cropley and Violet, roping duo, 


although having been seen here any 
number of times, still rate a good 
reception on their mixture of barn- 
lot adagio. Clearing away, Artie 
Gleason, assisted by Julie Allyn, 
gets over a band number in which 
he uses some half dozen different 
instruments for a novelty out front. 
Harry & Billie Clark, military tap, 
is just as well out, 

Bobby and King, comedy, on last, 
really tie the neighbors up with a 
few sour gags, but some better when 
they never quite jell in attempts at 
acrobatics, almost spilling every- 
where. Then into the finale. Ro- 
sita Royce, local gal who has been 
balloon dancing in New York at the 
Hollywood Restaurant and home for 
a vacash, was on here for an added 
draw. Was pulling ’em in, too. 

Unit time is forty-seven minutes. 

Barney. 


TED FIO-RITO 


(COLISEUM, OMAHA) 
Omaha, May 25. 

Two weeks free time between 
close of his engagement at the L. 
A. Cocoanut Grove and his moving 
into the Chi Edgewater Beach was 
the opportunity seized by Ted Fio- 
Rito to build into unit proportions 
and grab off fourteen dates in the 
interim. Shown here at the Ak- 
sar-ben Coliseum. 

Ork is the whole show, with some 
regular vaude turns added to round 
out the variety of entertainment. 
Plan followed is to present only the 
revue at the matinees, but to follow 
the hour and some minutes of re- 
vue with dancing by the customers 
at night shows. Mats thus run 
something over an hour and thirty 
minutes. 

Here the plan held for the mats, 
but the proposed system of half 
hour of revue followed by half hour 
of dancing and so on, till revue is 
completed in the eve, gave way to 
idea of shooting all revue at once 
and then clearing out the chairs 
for dancing. Best plan, too. 








mostly the ork that they get With 
the crew of specialty entertainerg 
Fio-Rito carries, and added actg 
sub-billed as Filmland Frolics, it'g 
a good vaude show. 

Fio-Rito regulars, including 
Muzzy Marcellino, Three Debu- 
tantes, Fiorettes, Ray Hendricks 
and Johnny ‘Candy’ Candido do the 
big share of the specialties and are 
okay. Of these ‘Candy,’ working in 
two numbers, one solo and one 
with Muzzy and the Debs, gets the 
nod with his vocal bass and so- 
prano extremes. 

Added to the show are Margaret 
Coleson, Cathryn Collins, Jeanne 
LaHue, Virginia Lee, Bonnie Lee 
Rider, Watkins Twins, LaRue 
Parker, Liberty Bell Shadwick and 
Lorna Wolfe. These make up raostly 
a dancing and singing retinue with 
some impersorations from the 
Parker girl and a novelty number 
from Liberty Bell Shadwick, 
Smoothest of the lot was Lorna 
Wolfe in a clog number, but all are 
up toa par. None outshine the ork 
and none appear to have the mak- 
ings of a single, but in front of 


such a musical assemblage it 
makes a good show. Abbott line 
of girls, billed for evening, failed 
to appear. Unit is focused on the 


leader and the ork and fair enough 
with the quality of popular rhythm 
they emanate. Line-up of this sort 
draws the dancing patrons, and as 
it should be. To long for a vaude 
turn, too short for a full-length 
musical show, so the dancing is the 
solution. 





Harlem Truce 


Competition between the 125th 
street Apollo theatre, New York, 
and the Harlem Opera House, both 
playing colored vaude, has ended, 
their operators, Sydney Cohen and 
Leo Brecher, getting together on a 


mutual working arrangement. 
Harlem Opera 
shows for 


By its terms, the 
House drops its stage 
straight pictures, 





Let FIRST MUTUAL ‘ 


HEALTH repay your 
hospital expenses! 


$1-A-MONTH Policy 
insures: 

@ Semi-private hospi- 

tal room @ Nurse @ 

X-rays @ Medications 

and Dressing, etc. 





ID)... let emergencies endanger life 


or health. Rely on cash, not charity, to pay 
hospital bills and the numerous nursing, 
surgical, hospital extras. Unique plan re- 
pays the expenses promptly. Only require- 
ments are good health, maximum age of 
60. Tear out this advertisement and send 
with name and address for full details and 
application form. No groups necessary. 


FIRST MUTUAL HEALTH 
INSURANCE CO. 


WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 





It’s the musical aggregation that 
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Wednesday, May 29, 1935 





VARIETY 








Numerals 


in connection with 


Variety Bills 


ee 


NEXT WEEK (May 31) 
THIS WEEK (May 24) 


bills below 


show. whether full or split week 


inaicate opening day ot 











RKO 





Wilbur Cushman 








NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (31) 
Mangean Tr 
Le Paul 
Pappy Ezra Z & E 
Barry & Whitledge 
Adair & Richards 
(24) 
Eno Tr 
Collette Lyons 
Funnyboners 
Bert Walton 
Danny Dare Co 
Academy 
Ist half (30-2) 
Eno Tr 
Frances Licata 
Ross Pierre & 8S 
J & P Michon 
(One to fill) 
2d half (3-6) 
Benny Meroff Rev 
2d half (28-29) 
Large & Morgner 





Tilyou 
Ist half (31-2) 
Lew Parker 
(Four to fill) 
CHICAGO 
Palace (31) 
Noble Sissle Bd 
Buck & Bubbles 
Cabin Kids 


(24) 
Gene Sheldon 
J & E Torrence 
Gus Arnheim Bd 
Georgie Tapps 
CINCINNATI 
Palace (24) 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
DETROIT 
Fox (31) 


Ina Ray Hutton Bd 
Joe Morrison 
Al Bernie 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N, V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
PARAMOUNT BUILDING 
This Week: Jay Breman; Harry Brandt 








Roy & Evelyn 
John Fogarty 


Mills & Martin 
Don Lee & Louise 
Coliseum 


Ist half (1-4) 
Stone & Vernon 
(Others to fill) 

BROOKLYN 

Albee (24) 
Jean Deveraux Co 
Le Paul 
3 X Sis 
Harry Savoy 
Mangean Tr 

Madison 

ist half (1-2) 
Phil Cook 
(Four to fill) 





(24) 
Sylvia Manon Co 
Mary Small 
Jack Gwynne Co 
Chaz Chase 
Frankie Connors 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (31) 
Case Bros & M 
Tito Guizar 
Carl Shaw Co 
Johnny Burke 
Grace DuFaye Co 
(24) 
Honey Fam 
Demarest & Sibley 
Christensens 
Mells Kirk & H 
Rubinoft 








Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (31) 
Geo Olsen Ore 
Ethel Shutta 
Boulevard 
ist half (31-38) 
Dixon & Pall 
Nick Nazaroff 
Leona LaMarr Co 
Primrose Seamon Co 
Sunshine Sammy Or 
Orpheum 
ist half (31-3) 
Ruth Ford 
Toyland Rev 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (4-6) 
Merman & B Rev 
Grace Daro 
Gifford & Pearl 
Irving Edwards 
Lester Cole Co 
Paradise (31) 
Ed Lowrey 
16 Girls 
(Three to fill) 
State (31) 
France & LaPell 
Young Worth & W 
Siegel & Marsh 
Cookie Bowers 
Block & Sully 
Youthful Rhythms 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave 
1st half (31-8) 
2 Valors 
3 R's 
Gifford & Pearl 
Irving Edwards 
Lester Cole Co 
Metropolitan (31) 
WHN Radio Show 
Alex Hyde 
Fred Sanborn 
Bob Howard 





3 Heat Waves 

Mimi Rollins 

Buddy Monroe 
Valencia (31) 

3 Kanes 

3 Fonzallis 

Betty Boop 

Bert Walton 

Frances Wills Rev 


BALTIMORE 
Century (31) 
Don Costello Co 
White & Curtis 
Myrt & Marge 
Jackson Irving & R 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (31) 
3 White Flashes 
Joseph Martin 
Murray & Maddox 
3 Swifts 
Ted Adair Rev 
CLEVELAND 
Loew's (31) 
Cab Calloway Ore 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (31) 
Betty Jane Cooper 
Lathrop Bros 
Ward Wilson 
Buster Shaver 
Geo & Olive 
Mills & Martin 
NEWARK 
State (31) 
California Revels 
Peggy Calvert Co 
Lewis & Moore 
Chas Ahearn Co 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (31) 
Duke Norman Rev 
Joan Marsh 
Lewis & Ames 
Calif Collegians 





Paramount 








BOSTON 

Metropolitan (31) 
Donald Novis 
Propser & Morat 
Jean Devereaux Co 
Nash & Fately 

BUFFALO 

Buffalo (31) 
Paul Gerritz 
Sylvia Mannon Co 
Carl Emmys Pets 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (31) 
Carl Free Co 
Kay Katya & K 
Jarret & Holm 

(24) 

York & King 
Emmit Frome 
4 Eaton Boys 
Martin & Martin 





Marbro (24) 
Paul Gerritz 
Ruthie Barnes 
Alexander & Santos 
Milt Douglas Co 
Ted Cook Bd 

Oriental (24) 
Fifi D’Orsay 
Mary Sunde 
Howard Fine & H 
Lou Duthers 
Carroll Sis 
Mark Fisher 

DETROIT 

Michigan (31) 
Monroe & Grant 
12 Aristocrats 
York & King 

ST. PAUL 

Paramount (31) 
Sylvia Froos 





Warner 














ELIZABETH 
Ritz 

ist half (1-4) 
Sylvia & Clemence 
Bryant Raines & ¥ 
24 half (28-30) 
Williams & Ch 
Chas & H Stone Rey 
PHILADELPHIA 


arles 
arie 


Earle (31) 
It’s the Tops’ VU 
Vie Oliver 
Bebi Beri Girls 
Petch & Deauville 
Helen Honan 
Large & Morgner 
John Fogarty 

(24) 
Gretanos 
Herman Hyde Co 
Molly Picon 
Bob Hall 








| 


B Wells & 4 Fays} 
PITTSBURGH i 
Stanley (24) 

Renny Meroft Cx 


“READING 








ALBUQUERQUE 
Sunshine 
2d half (3-6) 
Evening on B’way 
Jack Randals 6 
Roismans Co 
Jay Howard 
Togo 
Frankie Starr 
ina Scott 
BOISE 
Pinney 
Ist half (2-4) 
Chicago Follies 
Col Ches Davis 
Emile & Leone 
Zang & Todd 
LeRoy & Pals 
‘Peg’ Jones 
Frances Stanford 
Bobby Bedford 
Ginger Stover 
Chet Wileys Co 
FARGO 
Fargo 
2d half (3-6) 
Rio Nights 
Del Gardo 
Luis & Ethelda 
The Gascas 
Adelia & Romero 
The Gauchos 
French Sis 
Ropers Marimbas 


HURON 
Huron 
Ist half (29-31) 
Rio Nights 


Del Gardo 

Luis & Ethelda 

The Gascas 

Adelia & Romero 

Gauchos 

French Sis 

Ropers Marimbas 
LEWISTON 

Liberty 


4 y 

2d half (3-5) 
Champaigne Rev 
Elvira Tanzi 
George Young 
3 Tarrs 
3 Tumbleweeds 
McNeil Sis 
Sid Marion 
Cantu 
Millie Darlow 
Cavaliers Bd 


LINCOLN 
Orpheum 
Ist half (30-2) 
Dixiana Rev 
Dan Fitch 
‘Cracker’ Quinn 
Dixie Spiritual Co 
Brady Sis 
Jimmy Cuthrell 
Sylvia Hanley 
Turk McBee 
Harmony Aces 
Alice Collins 
Trevor Lewis 
Russell Lloyd 
6 Sylvian Dancers 
Ardelle 
Carolina C'l'g’ns Bd 
LOGAN 
Capitol 
Ist half (6-9) 
Paris Nights 
5 Tanner Sis 
Hal Silver 
PeeWee D’Adrian 
Alexander & Marie 
Carl Thorson 
Le Marquise 
Yvonne Muzette 
French Legion Bd 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Liberty 
Ist half (1-4) 
Footlight Frolics 
George Royale 
Vanessa 
Buster & Verna 
Betty Lee 
Marlow L’ngd'n & A 
Simon Delmar 
Forgy Sis 
§ Co-Eds 
Jimmy Reads Bd 
PUEBLO 
Uptown 
Ist half (2-4) 
Paris Nights 
5 Tanner Sis 
PeeWee D’Adrian 


Hal Silver 
Alexander & Marie 
Carl Thorson 

Le Marquise 
Yvonne Muzette 
French Legion Bd 


SALT LAKE CITY 
Victory 


Ist half (7-10) 
Chicago Follies 
Col Ches Davis 
Emile & Leone 
Zang & Todd 
Leroy & Pals 
‘Peg’ Jones 
Frances Stanford 
Bobby Bedford 
Ginger Stover 
Chet Wileys Co 

SIOUX FALLS 

State 

Ist half (7-9) 
Rhapsody Rhythm 
Gleason & Allyn 
Bobby & King 
Cropley & Violet 
Chas Reilly Co 
Bernice Jarneau 
H & B Clark 
3 Rhythm Queens 
Art Gleasons Bd 


TULSA 
Rialto 


Ist half (6-9) 
Dixiana Rev 
Dan Fitch 
‘Cracker’ Quinn 
Dixie Spiritual Co 
Brady Sis 
Jimmy Cuthrell 
Sylvia Hanley 
Turk McBee 
Harmony Aces 
Alice Collins 
Trevor Lewis 
Russell Lloyd 
6 Sylvian Dancers 
Ardelle 
Carolina Bd 


VANCOUVER B. C. 


Beacon (31) 
Runnin’ Wild 
Roberta 


Sullivan Sis 

Davey Jamieson 

Johnny Dove Co 

Lupe & Lewis 

Jackson & Bli'ckw'll 

Elsye Yost 

Gene Gorys Bd 
WALLACE 

Grand 


Ist half (31-2) 
Champaigne Rev 
Elvira Tanzi 
George Young 
3 Tarrs 
3 Tumbleweeds 
McNeil Sis 
Sid Marion 
Cantu 
Millie Darlow 
Cavaliers Bd 


WATERLOO 
Paramount 
Ist half (30-2) 
Rhapsody Rhythm 
Gleason & Allyn 
Bobby & King 
Cropley & Violet 
Chas Reilly Co 
Bernice Jarneau 
H & B Clark 
3 Rhythm Queens 
Art Gleasons Bd 
2d half (5-8) 
Footlight Frolics 
George Royale 
Vanessa 
Buster & Verne 
Betty Lee 
Marlow L'ngd'n& A 
Simon Delmar 
Forgy Sis 
6 Co-Eds 
Jimmy Reads Bd 
WICHITA FALLS 
Majestic 
Ist half (8-10) 
Evening on B’way 
Roismans Co 
Jack Randalls 6 
Togo 
Jay Howard 
Frankie Starr 
Ina Scott 








Fanchon 


& Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (31) 
Pallenberg’s Bears 

Joaquin Garay 
(Others to fill) 
LOS ANGELES 
Paramount (23) 
Rube Wolf Bd 
3 Garland Sis 
Max Lerner 
Franklyn & Warner 
Max Ong 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (31) 
Armida 
(Others to fill) 


Oxford 
Ist half (30-1) 
Buddy Michaels Or 
McConnell & More 
Emma WH Harvey 
(Others to fill) 
WORCESTER 


Plymouth 
Ist half (30-1) 
Joan Paige 


Willie Solar 
Stars of Yesterday 
Ross & Earle 
F & E Carmen 
Wells Mack & E 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (3-5) 
5 Blue Eagles 








Independent 





CHICAGO 
State Take (25) 


Astor James Evans Co 
Ist half (31-38) Francis & Wally 
ork & T Zelda Santley 
Rina “ - Ward Pinkie & ’ 
(24) }Rhythm Re eads 
5 Arleys iRogers & Wynne 
Mason & Yvonne | DETROII 
Earl L re ( | B‘way-Capitol (31) 
Gambols of 1935 i1Grenadiers & uiss 
WASHINGTON }Pettet & Douglas 
Earle (30) | 6 Lucky Boys 
5 Wonder Girls | Fras c Libuse 
Jean Boydell Nat vazarro Jr 
Paul Draper KANSAS CITY MO 
Landt 3 & White Tower (31) 
(24) } Jack Carson 
Whiteman Orc! Paul Gordon 


1Clifford & Marion 
i(Two to fill) 
LONG BEACH 
Strand 
| 2d half (24-26) 
} Mas 
| 2 


ie 2 deck 
Alexander Bros & E 
| LOS ANGELES 
i Orpheum (22) 

1] & W 


ller irn 


x 





F 
Mayo & Carr 
Caritan ee FRalleg 


|M & H 
Mariajanos 





London 





Week of May 27 


Astoria D. H. 
M & H Nesbitt 
Canterbury M. H. 
Ist half (27-29) 


Lillian 


Ir 
Uirac « 


Garvey & Mac 
2d half (30-1) 
Nesbitt 


Dominion 
Selma 4 
Trocadero Cab 
Hutch 
Western Bros 
Victor McClure 
Olgo 
Sdwin Lawrence 
Esme 
Maurice 
CHADWELL 
Palace 
Leon Cortez Bd 
CHELSEA 
Palace 
Bobby Howell Bd 
Cora O'Farrell 
Ferrata & Tania 
CLAPTON 
Rink 
Rich & Galvin 
Galliard 3 
Keith Wilbur 
EAST HAM 
Premier 
Leon Cortez Bd 
EDGEWARE RD. 
Grand 
Holls Bros 
Dave Poole 
Campbell & Wise 


EDMONTON 
Empire 
Manley Bros 
HOLLOWAY 
Marlborough 
Jimmy Dey & Alice 
3 Edmond Boys 
Dudley's Midgets 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
1st half (27-29) 
Mariajanos 
M & H Nesbitt 
2d half (30-1) 
Olrac & Lillian 
Garvey & Mac 


H’/TH 





KILBURN 
Grange 
Holls Bi 
Dave Poole 
Campbell & Wise 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Alfredo Orc 
LEYTON 
Savoy 
Fell & Francis 
Michel & Pola | 
Rhodes & Stephens 
LEYTONSTONE 
Riaito 
Murray Stewart 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
Bashful Boys 
Lillian Burgiss 
Strand & Wells 
PECKHAM 
Palace 
Bashful Boys 
Lillian Burgiss 
Strand & Wells 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Howell Bd 
O'Farrell 
& Tania 
HILL 


Bobby 
Cora 
Ferruta 
STAMFORD 
Regent 
Jimmy Day & Alice 
3 Edmund Boys 
Dudley’s Midgets 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Fell & Francis 
Michel & Pola 
Rhodes & Stephens 
STREATHAM 
Palace 
Rolling Stones 
Wallington Sis 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Rolling Stones 
Wallington Sis 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 
Rich & Calvin 
Gallaird 3 
Keith Wilbur 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 
Manley Bros 
Co as booked 





Provincial 








Week of May 27 


EDINBURGH 
Regent 
Ist half (27-29) 
De Troy & Lady 
Harrison Viney 
2d half (31-1) 
Ralphono 


LEITH 
Capitol 
Ist half (27-29) 


Ralphono 
2d half (30-1) 
De Troy & Lady 





Cabarets 








NEW YORK CITY 


Bal Musette 
Arden & Duncan 
Geo Marechal 
Millard & Anita 
M Ferri! 
Geovignett! 
Pietro 


Barrel of Fun 
Frankie Meadows 
Lewis & Dody 
May Kennedy 
Percy Stoner 

Bill's Gay 90's 
Kathryn Parsons 
Jos E Howard 

Brittwood 
Britt Williams 
Fred Hudson 
Dooley Wilson 
Mary Strain 
Queenie Gail 
Margie Thomas 
Freckles Judah 
William Gant Ore 

Bruno 
George Thorne 
Angelita Loya 
Fox & Ballister 
Ralph Navelle Ore 

Cafe St. Denis 
Wally Allan 


Central Pk. Casino 
Rodney McLennan 
Peppino & Roda 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
Chatham Walk 
Mario Di Polo Orc 
Chateau Moderne 
Kay Cody 
Paul Bass Orc 
Claremont Inn 
Freddie Starr Orc 
Club Gaucho 
Senorita Leona 
Club New Yorker 
Teddy Lynch 
Bill Aronson 
Jack Meyer Ore 
Club Richman 
Henry Bergman 
Wheeler, M & W 
Cocoanut Grove 
St. Clair & Day 
Roy Benson 
Honey Gordon 
Lloyd Garrett 
tuth Williams 
Alyse 
Harry Halstead Orc 
Coin de Paris 
Renee Estabrook 
Jerre Farrar 
Harry Sapro 
Arthur Gibbs 


Charlie Leal 
Connies Inn 
Sonny Woods Ore 
Norman Astwood 

( & H I 
I & Freddie 
) ‘ Br , 
Pet i ¢ & D 
Te Hale 
; e 
r | 
*,' té 
relia 


C C Rev 





Swan & Lee 
Lena Horn 

Bill Bailey 

Jessie Scott 
Dynamite Hooker 
Cora La Redd 


Coq Rouge 
La Porte Ore 


Crystal Club 
Myer Davis Ore 
Pedro Via’s Orc 

Cubanacan 
Lupe Noriego 
Luis & Rosita 
Antonio & Juanita 
Cubanens 
Dawn Patrol Club 
Frank Farrell Ore 
Barker Trio 
Dorothy Terry 

Delmonico’s 
Ted Meza 
Jarrow 
K & C Joy 
Bobby Tracy 
Marcella Sharkey 
Jerry Baker 
Wynn & Wayne 
Mike Durso Orc 

Deauville 
Spivy 
Kay Skidmore 
Frank Farrell Orc 
El Chico 
Dolores & Candido 
Pedro 
Pancho & Rosita 
Carmelita 
La Monterita 
Emile de Torre Orc 

El Morocco 
Nano Rodrego Bd 
Ernie Holst Orc 

El Toreador 
D J Escarpinter Or 
Trin! Varela 
Dinorah Arguden 
Mariluz 
Ramon Quiros 
R & R De Caro 

Firenze 
Sandino & Fairchild 
Dick Mansfield Orc 

French Casinv 

Lolita Benauenta 


Joe 





Martin 
Catherine O'Neal 
Ar i Bley or 

Hotel Astor 
Jack Berger 
Hotel Biltmore 

\ nia Verrll 

& Alvare; 
Tames Keogan 
Dick G Ore 


(‘onsuelo I) vert 


Ore 


Bockingham 


Edouard Fontana 
Hotel Commodore 
Johnny Jo 


Hotel Delmonico 


mnson 


Gilespie 
Fogarty 
ruker 
Hotel Edison 
H&M 
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Jack 


Ruth 





Wivel 
Ruth Barr 
;DeMalito & Va'ghn 


15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 
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in October, which 


They kept right 
works after the 
And the panic 


Norene Carney : ~ 

Muriel Seabury Georges Carpentier, French ring 

Walter Davies champion, was the big name on 

Gloria Gilbert : : we 

Maria Desty Selis-Floto show and taking the 

Harold & Lola count. No one knew him outside 

Olympe Bradna : i 

Les Manginis the big towns, 

Lelime 3 on = 

— Zoske Famous Players (Paramount) had 
rena en rr 

Witman 95 pics, valued at $6,500,000, in the 

Delso vaults. Full season’s product to be 

Roberts - 

Renan started Sept. 1. 

¥#Uatli 

Guittar — 

a oe ! Dare: * . - . . 

Emite ore " Seiznick co, took its advertising 

Bernie D« n Or 2 

Don Martone Ore ut of the M. P. News because it 

Carl Hoff O1 aial like the Im reviews. W il- 

Glen Island f using | lian A. Jol ns oting back at 


Rhyt 
B Or 

H’lyw'd Restaurant 

Gertr ‘ . 

, 

Pax + 


Ynes 


he A: So- 
Z hers, st ted 
ner or for 

@ « 


51 





taken 
Bowes 


Bowes 


Capitol, N. Y., 


Goldwyn. 


newly 
Maj. 
| strafing. Compromise save 
i the house to the curtain line and 
Rothafel back of that. 


at the 
over by 


Loew's was putting 39,000,000 0 
Metro. Purchase price Was 32,0U0,- 
000 and the rest production money. 
| Metro was using twe main titles, 
iwith and without ‘Marcus Loew 
| presents.’ 

Harry Reichenbach pulled his 
| press stunt of having ‘T R. Zann’ 
| register at an uptown hotel and 


smuggle a lion into the apartment, 
Papers fell heavy. 

Famous Players was working. in 
its London studio, using a device 
for dispelling fog. Could lift even a 
pea-souper 16 feet clear of the stage. 
Done with electric coils and an ex- 
haust fan, 

Demand for space for Keith and 
Orpheum circuits was pushing the 
agents out of the Palace theatre. 

Music Publishers Protective Assn. 
holding meetings to try and cut or 
reduce the return privilege. Re- 
tailers abused their privilege, it 
was declared. 





Cansinos, dancers with Bessie 
Clayton, left her to start an act of 
their own. Had no reason to regret 
decision. 

Feeling growing against English 
actors in Equity. Kickers wanted 
them to take out first papers or else. 


One night stands limiting supplied 
stage crew to nine men. If more 
needed, company paid in proportion 
to its sharing terms. If the show 
took a 75% split, it paid 75% of 
the excess wages. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 





N. Y. pub had a manual on ‘Pro- 
gressive Euchre, the increasingly 
popular society game.’ Cost two 
bits. 

Clipper commented on the fact 
that of 31 championship ball games 
played week of May 7, all but four 





were won by western teams. Said 
it was all wrong. 
Boucicault’s ‘The Jilt’ got its 


premiere in Frisco. Play had a 
number of revivals in later years, 
justifying the correspondent’s favor- 
able opinion. Boucicault was head- 
ing for Australia. 

Cole’s circus, playing Lexington, 
Ky., May 6, encountered a rain go 
heavy it came through the canvas, 
Audience sat under umbrellas 
throughout the show, and perform- 
ers used them in the dressing tent. 


English manager was doing ‘Mul- 
doon’s Picnic’ over there in black- 
face, but with Irish dialect. Play- 
ing to good business. 





Circuses were playing to around 
half capacity on account of poor 
general business conditions. Dime 
sideshow was making more money 
than the big top. Many tricks had 
cut to two bits. 


Gustave Frohman, who had 
dropped out of the theatre for a 


time, was back with a summer snap 
using the students of the Lyceum 
drama class, Belasco staged. 


Frederick B. Warde was hitting 
all spots on a trip to the coast. A 
trouper told of one pitch where the 
actors dressed in a building next 
theatre, had to go out on the street 
to the stage entrance. In another 
town the theatre was used to breed 
pigeons, nests being over the stage, 

There was a Mexican orch tour- 
ing the States. Called ‘typical’ in- 
| Stead of ‘tipica’ as at present. 





That pap price experiment at the 
| Academy of Music did a header on 
its revival. Show didn’t last the 
first week out. Salary trouble. 


| 
| 


Ristori made her farewell appear- 





ance at the Thalia. She played in 

English and the remainder of the 

company in German, 

aornmenen 

| Lawrence Barrett, who had 

| played Ft. Wayne to $40 in ’81, took 

fanother chance Got the coin this 
Cc tina’s Spanish-Mexican Wild 


ying against Cody and 


Carver s vs. Same idea, but with 
Mex accent, Doing fair biz. 
| Other were top monev tn most 
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beperial Ath Street Theatres 
Auctioned Off; Shuberts Still In? 


—_———— + 


Shuberts may again operate 


The 


the Imperial and 46th Street thea- 
tres, N. Y., although the houses were 
on the auction block last Friday. 


Understood the managers have of- 
fered to rent both on a four-walls 
basis. Both houses were owned by 
the Shubert Theatre Corp., but dur- 
ing the latter’s receivership the in- 
terest and taxes were unpaid, and 
the receivers arranged to pay fixed 
charges only if earned from operat- 
ing revenue, Similar deal was made 
thereafter, but the New York Title 
and Trust Co. proceeded to foreclose, 
auction resulting. 

Both theatres are said to have been 
purchased by S. H. Stone, holder of 
of the second mortgages. Jack A. 
Rothenstein is the bidder of record. 
Possible that others are now in- 
terested with Stone in the mort- 
gaces. 

Legal action involved in the auc- 
tioning named the Selection Oper- 
ating Corp. as defendant, that cor- 
porate entity being the Shubert 
company formed after the receiver- 
ship was liquidated. Rothenstein 
paid $5,000 over the mortgage and 
fixed charge in each case, bid for the 
Imperial being $294,000 and $593,750 
for the 46th Street. Amounts due 
on both properties amounted to 


During the Shubert receivership 
the Imperial was set forth as having 
a book value of $1,074,000 and the 
46th Street was supposed to be 
worth $927,290, 

Equipment of the Manhattan Mu- 
sic Hall, originally Hammerstein’s, 
at 53d street and Broadway, was 
original 
costs having been between $25,000 
and $30,000. No indication the 
house will reopen as a dinner-show 
place. Cost of converting the thea- 
tre totaled around $75,000. 


‘AS THOUSANDS CHEER’ 
ENDS 36-WEEK TOUR 


“As Thousands Cheer’ will call it 
a season Friday (31), closing in 
Rochester, N. Y., at the Masonic 
auditorium. Revue, which ran 49 
weeks on Broadway, toured 36 
weeks. 

When ‘Cheer’ went to the road 
from the Music Box the bookings 
extended for about three months 
but business was so consistently 
strong that the presenter, Sam H. 
Harris, who proposed a follow-up 
revue, changed his plans. Show 
doubled back from the middle west, 
then started west. ‘Cheer’ and the 
‘Follies’ were the only musicals 
which toured to the coast this sea- 
son. 

Strength of the show was proven 
on the withdrawal from the cast 
of its original featured players. One 
principal replacement was made 
during the Broadway run, Dorothy 
Stone taking over Marilyn Miller's 
assignment. Clifton Webb went 
out after the Chicago date, with 
Helen Broderick withdrawing later, 
illmess being the cause in both 
cases. Ethel Waters, however, re- 
mained with ‘Cheer’ continuously. 


LEGIT WHEEL WITH 
NEW ORLEANS HUB 


New Orleans, May 28. 

Organization of the New Orleans 
Repertory theatre to bring eight or 
more of the latest Broadway suc- 
cesses to the city with Broadway 
and, in some instances, original tal- 
ent, has been completed here, 

Plays, according to present plans, 
are to be presented here at, the rate 
of one each month, starting in Sep- 
tember, and then after each play 
has been done here, and rehearsals 
sturted for the next one, it is to be 
of nearby cities, in- 
cluding Baton Rouge, Shreveport, 
Monroe, Lake Charles, Alexandria, 
Memphis and Jackson for one and 
two-night stands. 

A committee will be sent to New 
York within the next few days to 
complete arrangements for plays 
and players. 

Officers of the new organization 
are Albert Lovejoy, producing di- 
rector; Richard Gregory, business 
manager; Joseph Calamia, promo- 
tion director and treasurer, and 
Juan Villasana, associate director. 














Reviving ‘Pilgrimage 
Play,’ If Sponsored 


Hollywood, May 28. 


Hollywood ‘Pilgrimage’ play is 
due for a revival this summer 
after being off for two years on 


depression, with 
Sparks Berry now endeavoring to 
interest civic groups to sponsor the 
production and participate in a 
ticket subscription drive. 

Berry was the former general 
manager of = oe religious play. 


EQUITY KEEPS AFTER 
L. A. GUILD, 2 PULLED 


Hollywood, May 28. 

Warfare between Hollywood The- 
atre Guild, currently operating the 
Playhouse, Actors’ Equity 
popped up again last week. Equity 
again ordered members out of the 
non-Equity casts of the QGuild’s 
double bill, ‘Waiting for Lefty’ and 
‘Till the Day I Die.’ Billy Wayne 
and Peter Brocco obeyed the ruling 
and pulled out. 

Hearing is due before Equity’s 
Council in N. Y. today (28) on per- 
manent ouster from membership of 
Lela Bliss, Raymond Bond, Michael 
Whalen and Billy Newell, who re- 
fused to accept a similar order in 
connection with the Guild’s initial 
presentation, ‘Kitty Dooley’ of 
Times Square.’ 


Shubert Open-Air 
Det. Opereitas June 9 


Detroit, May 28. 
Shubert outdoor operetta season 
will open here at Navin Field, 
Tigers ball park, on June 9. Open- 
ing attraction will be ‘Student 
Prince.’ 
Shuberts are building a portable 
stage which will have to be put up 
and taken down each night in order 
to clear the field for the daytime 
ball games. 
This Detroit season is the final 
outcome of the earlier Shubert 
plans for summer seasons in from 
eight to 12 midwest key cities. 


account of the 
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Gaston Bell’s Restaurant 
Gaston Bell, former legit actor, 
is opening a restaurant at Wood- 
stock, N. Y., in association with 
Harry Chaffin, also formerly of 
Broadway. Will be called Bell- 
wood and cater to the literary and 
art colony in that sector. 
Harry McRae Webster, stage di- 
rector, is handling the opening. 





NRA Reaction 





Reaction of show business 


to invalidation of the Nationa! 
Industrial Recovery Act is 
covered in detail on pages 1 


and 2 of this issue. 











AS L. A. WAKES 


Hollywood, May 28. 
With six legit theatres open here 
this week, the highest number in 
the past three years, legit operators 





will concentrate on elimination of 
cut rate and service passes. Only 
one production, ‘Chickens Come 


Home,’ at the Mayan, using throw- 
away ducats. Other five will stick 
to established scale. 

Cut rating and throwaways have 

been the main drawback to legiti- 
mate production here for several 
years. Only one house, Henry 
Duffy's El Capitan, has been a hold- 
out against papering. All local op- 
erators feel that if the pass system 
is killed for the next two months, 
public will realize that attractions 
of merit can be bought only for reg- 
ular admission scales, 
A number of times the Los An- 
geles cut rating has been brought 
to the attention of the Code author- 
ities but each time it was given a 
hearing, buck passing has kept it 
tabled. Henry Duffy took his com- 
plaint to Washington but got no- 
where, 


NEGRO TROUPE DROPS 
OUT, ANOTHER TO TRY 


Shepard Traube and Mack Hil- 








liard’s venture into New York's 
Negro section with the Harlem 
Players, revival stock troupe, 


proved a poor paying proposition. 
Backers backed out Sunday night 
(26), with the wrong side of the 
ledger indelibly filled. 

Troupe had been struggling along 
for two weeks. First presentation 
was ‘Sailors, Beware’ and incumbent 
when folding was ‘Front Page.’ Con- 
templated exhumation of ‘Rain’ has 
been abandoned. 

Another troupe will now attempt 
to arouse Harlemites from their 
lethargy with an_ authentically 
Negro theatre. Negro Peoples The- 
atre will bow in June 1 with Clif- 
ford Odets’ ‘Waiting for Lefty’ at 
the Rockland Palace. Plans for 
follow up are not definite, awaiting 
verdict on the first try. 





SHUBERTS’ PLAY BUY 
Hollywood, May 28. 
Shuberts have -purchased play 
adaptation of Claire Spencer’s novel, 
‘Gallows Orchard,’ by Noel Pierce, 
Fox contract, skeding it for sum- 
mer tryout in the east August 19. 
Aimed for Broadway. 








Bannister Skeds 2 


Dayton, O., May 28. 
Two plays and 10,000 hens are 
scheduled for production this year 
by Harry Bannister, former hus- 
band of Ann Harding. He is so en- 
thusiastic over his project for pro- 
ducing vitamin eggs with hens in- 


fluenced by air-conditioned coops 
and a diet «° radio music, that he 
will forego repetition of ‘The 


Drunkard’ in New York this sum- 
mer. 

Bannister stopped off here to con- 
sult with Mrs. Leah Welt. “is part- 
ner in ‘The Drunkard.’ She also 
will be associated with him i: fall 
production in New York of ‘The Girl 
Who Took the Wrong Turning,’ 


English meller of ‘Drunkard’ vint- 
age, and ‘Atoms,’ new one by Gilda 
Varesi. 


While here, Bannister placed an 
order for chicks with a large poul- 
try outfit, stating he will start a 
farm at Stewartsville, N. J., with 2,- 
500 which he expects to multiply 
into 10,000 within a year. Coops 
will be radio-equipped, he says, to 
orientate the hens to a single type 
of noise, thus leveling their nerves 
and inducing productivity from 200 





to 300 eegs per hen per year. 


Plays, 10,000 


Ratio- Hyped Hens for Production 





|Shot in Arm for ‘Drunkard’ 
As L. A. 2nd Year Ending 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
Hitting the billboards for ~~ 
time during its 100 weeks run to 
date at the Theatre Mart, ‘The 
Drunkard,’ now being advertised as 
in final weeks, although manage- 
ment feels sure oldtime meller will 
stick beyond two-year mark, 
‘Drunkard’ continues to play to 
mobs nightly at $1.65 and $1.10. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


James Rennie, Bruce MacFariane, 
Lee Patrick, Sally Phipps, Albert H. 
Van Dekker, Calvin Thomas, James 
Spottswood, Alfred Keppeler, Ed- 
ward Redding, Joe Garry, Nick Joy, 
Beatrice Swanson, Beverley Parker, 
William David, Tom Morrison, 
Horace MacMahan, and Charles 
Commarado, ‘Knock om Wood’ 











fcomplete cast}. 
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Plays on Broadway 
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Weanessny. May 29, 1935 
jamas possible and starts to wo 
} on Fred. 

The pajamas happen to belong to 
Tony Howard, a pretty tough gu 
who says he's huts about the gi 
Having tailed her, he also comes two 
the apartment and there is a sem: 
quarrel In the end Virgie is cr 
lected by her auntie. Again she is 








Al: odranu ‘ re t i a) the Na- 
tions! by Players ( ‘lub George M. 
(‘shen's drgmatizatio ot Earl Deri 

gers book: announced for one week 
vened Monday (27); staged y Sam 
rrest $3 top 
Miijah Gulmby,..cceceeservece Fran Conian 
Mrs Qui: ST, «sane teuteatas Josephine Hull 
WViliiam Ha Pens BORO. «5 canvsesunsan 

eoee ches eresensseeserce George M ce han 
John Blan @. Miwvceccece Ernest Glendinning 
Mary Norte: «ide cence sieeve vaee ie 
Mrs. Rhodes...cccccces .Irene ch 
Peters... seoene "James yo — 
Myra Thor AO" Sepia tedpsele epee: Ruth Weston 
Lou Max... o00e6ees .Ben Lackland 
Jim Cargan. soqrtttees Edward McNamara 
Thomas Hayden, eevecess George Christie 
liges Kennedy. sececes James Kirkwood 
First Policeman. ececce Percy Moore 
Second Policeman. eee Allen Delano 
Hal Bentley....cccssceces Walter Hampden 

Broadway hailed this play 22 
years ago as adroitly conceived, 


with a plot cunningly hidden from 
the audience. It was the first show 
of its type presented in two acts, 
plus a prolog and epilog. That pro- 
voked no little discussion among the 
critics and ‘Baldpate’ was a big hit. 


At the National, the Players re- 

vive it for the benefit of the club 
and, as with their other annual pre- 
sentations, the cast is studded with 
stage names. In the lead is George 
M. Cohan, who dramatized the 
original story. 
There was a speech before the 
show by Otis Skinner who told the 
first nighters something about the 
Players. 


Premiere performance seemed too 
slow. That may have been because 
it was the first night. Cohan is 
appearing in the part originated by 
the late Wallace Eddinger and it 
keeps him on _ stage virtually 
throughout. That alone is enough 
to pretty well ensure capacity busi- 
ness during the week. 


There are bound to be compari- 
sons between the present players 
and the original cast. Ruth Weston 
appears as the adventuress, a part 
that brought Gail Kane much atten- 
tion. The hell line opening night 
fell flat, whereas in the original it 
was a sure-fire laugh. Perhaps the 
term is too mild for these days. 

Joseph Allen played the amus- 
ing hermit in the original. Part now 
being handled by James T. Powers, 
always present in the club’s annuals. 
Powers lugs in a Scotch accent 
for no apparent reason. There 
probably won't be any disagree- 
ment about Zita Johann’s Mary as 
against the original of Margaret 
Greene. Walter Hampden appears 
near the close as the owner of 
3aldpate Inn. 


Story within a story seems just 
as interesting as ever and should 
prove so to the present generation. 
Author betting a friend five G’s that 
he will write a novel within 24 
hours and going to the closed moun- 
tain resort hotel in the middle of 
winter for seclusion, was one of Earl 
Derr Biggers’ best story ideas. 
Supposed to be a single key to the 
place but it develops that there are 
six others—until the disclosure, a 
twist that probably counted nanreny 
in the play’s registering. 

Club have si heretofore aun 
old plays for this benefit showing. 
‘Baldpate’ is modern in comparison. 
Whether it will be continued for 
more than the announced week has 
not been settled. Cohan dispensed 
with royalties but if the show con- 
tinues, as was the case last year, 
when ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ made 
something of a run to real coin, 
that item would probably be re- 
garded as payable Likewise, if 
‘Baldpate’ goes further, the matter 
of some sort of compensation to the 
cast would also have to be arranged, 

Ibee. 


. . 

Weather Permitting 
Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Masque, N. Y., May 28, '35, by Edward 
Sargent Brown; written and staged by 
same; $2.75 top. 
PPOGSTIONs covcevcecsscececs Matthew Sinith 
Beevers... -Harold DeBecker 


Virginia... cccocccsccneeserse- Viola Frayne 
Josephine seecceesceeceesss+- Ruth Holden 
oe TErTtTTeTr iT Tree Len Doyle 
OSCRP scccceses TrITTrTitTi Marcel Rosseau 


Miss Hillman.. «+..Marjorie Dalton 





Perhaps ‘Weather Permitting’ 
seemed funny in script. It was un- 
productive of laughter at the pre- 
miere. It was taken off two nights 
later (Saturday). 

Idea of a girl growing romantic 
when it rains is alright, but the 
heroine of the play is plenty 
screwy, while the other characters 
are relatively nuts for standing for 
her nonsense. Edward Sargent 
Brown authored the play, directed 
it and also presented it. That’s a 
three-ply jeb seldom successfully 
worked out. 

Virginia comes in out of the rain 
into Frederick’s apartment. Why 
and how doesn't come out very 
clearly until later in the play. She 
is a hero-worshipper and has scrap- 
books with clippings of three men 
whom she selected for special at- 
tention. Freddie is supposed to be 
a Classy polo player and at the mo- 
ment has a date with his flancee, 





While waiting for her clothes to 
dry Virgie gets into the loudest pa- 








disappointed for her expected 
fair with Freddie never comes ofi 
same went for a visit to Howard on 


a previous rainy week-end. But 
she has one more guy to pull he: 
stuff on—a fellow named Hemin; 
way, an aviator. 


Author depended on epigrams tu 


lighten his play, those bits of wit 
coming in dialog between Fredd'e 
and his valet, Beevers. But the 


quips fall flat and most of the chai 
acters, with the possible exceptioi 
of woe do not seem real, IJbee. 





PLAYS OUT OF TOWN 
Carroll Sketch Book 


Philadelphia, May 25 

Plenty of work has been done on 
this revue since its opening at the 
Forrest theatre here, when it ran 
until about 1 o'clock, And plenty ot 
work was necessary. As caught 
Saturday matinee, it was evident 
that the work had been well ex- 
pended and shrewdly applied. Mat- 
inee curtain dropped at 5:15, which 
gives an idea of the pruning. 

Critics here, as a whole, liked the 
show, but several objected to the 
lack of comedy. Maybe the length 
of the show at the opening obscured 
the laughs. At any rate, as now 
shaped, this second Sketch Book 
has more laughs than many of its 
kind. In fact, it has a couple of 
sketches of the excrutiatingly funny 
variety and even S..'urday’s handful 
of people (about a tenth of a house) 
largely femme, howled. Hand the 
bouquet for that to Ken Murray, 
who easily walks away with top 
honors. 

Philly hasn’t known this young 
fellow so very well, but will here 
after. He’s funny on all appear 
ances, but crashes through with 
particular effect in a sketch show- 
ing him as a radio man planning @ 
program for Martha Washington, in 
a howling poker game in which he 
plays Buffalo Bill and his opponents 
are Gen>-ral Custer, Diamond Jim 
Brady and a Mexican; in a ‘Gates 
of Heaven’ skit in which he por- 
trays Peter, and in a number in 
which he appea.'s as P. T. Barnum’s 
press agent. All four are plenty 
blue, but they all have what sum- 
mer revues need, speed and laughs. 

On the other hand, the Ritz Bros. 
are very unfortunate in their ma- 
terial. As is they don’t mean 
a thing to the show, although it’s 
not their fault. A roughface musical 
travesty called ‘Grand Uproar’ has 
a few giggles, but the Utah (Mor- 
mon) sketch {s both unnecessarily 
rough and surprisingly unamusing. 
Their first appearance is as the 
three soldiers o. the ‘Spirit of °’76,° 
and that, too, is flat. Two choices 
remain for Carroll and his aides— 
either give ‘em material or drop 
‘em. (Ritz Trio leaves show Satui- 
day (1), prior to N. Y. opening.) 

Revue starts off with a more or 
less pretentious thread of plot. That, 
while novel, the idea of having the 
show “‘the history of these United 
States as seen through the eyes of 
an Earl Carroll girl,’ doesn't quite 
jell. As a matter of fact, at present 
the historical business has been 
thrown in the ashcan pretty con- 
sistently after the first act. 

The Washington sketch is going 
to cause plenty of head-shaking be 
cause the wife, although programed 
as Martha Washington, is made up 
and played as Eleanor Roosevelt, 
and Sibyl Bowan does a biting job 
with her caricature. Later there 
is a sketch presenting Hoover and 
Al Smith, who listen to a radio 
talk by Roosevelt, (who doesn’t ap- 
pear) and the President gets some 
razzing, although not venomous. 

Miss Bowan is another of the 
show's outstanders. In addition to 
her Mrs. Roosevelt imitation, she 
does Garbo and Dietrich in some 
scrambled historical episodes, Mae 
West in the ‘Gates of Heaven’ sketch 
and, best of all, a study of Bee Lillie 
as a girl who came over on the 
Mayflower. This is one of the bluest 
of the show’s offerings, but a yell. 

Of dancing there is a great deal; 
of some kinds too much. In the 
latter category must be put the 
interpretative affairs, which are al- 
together too long. Jessie Draper and 
Matt Duffin have two or three cork - 
ing dance duos and Jane eere and 
Billy Ravel ditto. They are high 


(Continued on page 56) 





‘Preface’ for N. Y. Museum 
Hollywood, May 238 

‘Preface to Love,’ which had « 
three week run when done here by 
Yale Producers at a local midgie 
gets a summer tryout by Playshop 
group in N. Y. at the Roerick Mu 
seum on Riverside Drive. 

Authored by Lawrence Pohle an 
Thomas Ahaarn. 
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Pay for Rehearsal Period Set 


For Next Season; Equity Council 
Decides Favorably Despite Mors. 





Actors will receive pay for re- 
hearsals next season. That was 
virtually decided on Friday (24), 


when Equity’s Council met in a spe- 
cial session to consider the issue. 

Any thought of rehearsal pay has 
been opposed by managers thus far, 
but regardless of recently expressed 
opposition some producers are 
known to have changed their view- 
point. These showmen concede the 
point that moderately salaried play- 
ers are entitled to sustenance coin 
during rehearsals, It has been es- 
timated that the cost of such pay- 
ments would not materially add to 
the cost of production, except pos- 
sibly for musicals. 

Rehearsal pay is one of the issues 
raised by the younger group in 
Equity, known as the Actors Forum. 
At first the conservative element in 
Equity was not enthusiastic about 
it, on the ground it might tend to 
discourage production. That atti- 
tude was switched when it was 
proven that average actors worked 
so few weeks during a season that 
it has been virtually impossible for 
them to exist without other earn- 
ings. 

Another angle is that necessity 
for engagements has _ virtually 
forced actors to accept salaries 
much lower than they were able to 
command in other seasons. 

Plan for sustenance payments has 
not been fully worked out by the 
Council. There is divided opinion 
as to the amount of rehearsal coin 
and at what salary level such pay- 
ments are to apply. Further dis- 
cussion has been set for June 11. 
Next week's session will be mostly 
for the induction of the new Coun- 
cil members named yesterday and 
the next meeting is two weeks off, 
Council going on a summer sched- 


ule. 
For that reason rehearsal pay 
was not discussed at yesterday’s 


general membership meeting. Chair 
had previously decided it out of or- 
der because still in Council and as 
that body governs Equity members 
are not entitled to handle the issue 
until finally disposed of there. 

In the absenee of a basic agree- 
ment between actors and managers, 
Equity is in the position to make it 
mandatory for producers to pay the 
lesser players during rehearsals. 
However; Equity huddled with the 
managers to get their ideas on the 
matter, with the result that the lat- 
ter turned thumbs down. 


MERMAN LEAVING FOR 
H’WOOD: ‘GOES’ STICKS 


‘Anything Goes,’ Broadway's top 
musical, is set for the summer at 
the Alvin. Ethel Merman will leave 
the cast July 13 under a picture 
commitment to Samuel Goldwyn, 
but Victor Moore and William Gax- 
ton, other two featured players, will 
remain indef. 

Successor to Miss Merman has 
not been chosen, Vinton Freedley, 
the 





show's producer, waiting for 
return of Cole Porter, who com- 
pletes a world cruise with Moss 


Hart Friday (31). Duo completed a 
musical in which Freedley will star 
Eddie Cantor in the fall. 

Norma Terris is mentioned as a 
possibility for the Merman part. 


Kruger Sticks in ‘Accent’ 
Hollywood, May 28. 

His MG washup allows Otto 
Kruger to continue in legit run of 
‘Accent on Youth,’ which has an- 
other week at -he El Capitan and 
minimum of two weeks in San Fran- 
cisco. Player is in on a salary-per- 
centage deal. 


Novis Flies for ‘Jumbo’ 

Mav 28. 

yester- 
Billy 


Hollywood, 

Donald Novis planed east 

day (Monday) to go _ int 
Rose's ‘Jumbo.’ 


a4 





Many Girls—No Boys 


Larry Anhalt, conducting a 
summer theatre at Saybrook, 
Conn., sent word to New York 
drama editors that he wants a 
leading man, adding that the 
‘market’ is overstocked with 
ingenues. 

Anholt has asked each scribe 
to name the most promising 
young player who has ap- 
peared on Broadway this sea- 
son, 











ACTORS’ FORUM 
EXPLAINS 
ITS VIEWS 


Equity’s younger group, the Ac- 
tors Forum, in a pre-election meet- 
ing last Friday (24) sought to jus- 
tify its naming of an opposition 
ticket and derided the alleged ‘yes 
men’ in Equity’s Council. Session 
was enlivened by speeches in which 
the progressive group and regulars 
spoke their minds. 

It was declared that there would 
have been no _ opposition ticket 
sponsored by the Forum if the nom- 
inating committee had accepted 
some of the candidates for Council 


suggested at the last quarterly 
meeting. 

All candidates on both tickets 
were invited to attend. Most of 


those on the opposition card were 
on hand and made addresses. Leo 
Curley, Maida Reade and Edward 
Fielding of the regular ticket rose. 
In each instance they declared 
themselves as having independent 
opinions and denied the yes-man 
rating. 

George Heller, elected to the 
Council last year, Sam Jaffe and J. 
Edward Bromberg of the _ indie 
ticket, were the principal speakers. 
Heller made it clear he is not among 
the yes-men and named others who 
did not ‘conform’ with the domi- 
nating officers of Equity. 

Speakers charged the Equity ad- 
ministration with being paternal- 
istic, claiming it failed to keep in 
touch with the average actor and 
that it erred in permitting a gap 
to exist between its own organiza- 
tion and the other stage unions. It 
was further claimed that Equity’s 
leaders should not have permitted 
the gap between the stagehands’ 
and musicians’ unions to have wid- 
ened over the Sunday legit show 
situation. 


CHI EQUITY OFFICE 
CLOSED FOR SUMMER 


Chicago, May 28. 
Actors Equity is closing its local 
office for the summer months, June, 
July and August. Will probably 
reopen early in September, if busi- 
ness perks. If business in the mid- 
west remains off the office will stay 








closed. 

This does not mean that Equity 
is doing away with representation 
here. Frank Dare, who has been 
in charge of Equity here for years 
will continue as the Equity rep 
locally but will operate out of his 
own home in order to cut down on 
expense. 

While the office is closed Dare 
will flip down to St. Louis for his 
annual Equity negotiations wit! 
local Municipal Opera. From there 
he heads to the coast on genera! 
business in Los Angeles Will be 


# Tn, 


back in Chi by the middle of 


+ 


| 








DIVIDED VOTE AT 
ANNUAL oEcalON 


Half Against Sabbath Per- 








Govt Coin for Revival of Road 
Seen Likely: Even with NRA 
Out, Some Legit Board May Stick 





formances, Other Half 
Vote Okay with Two- 
Eighth Wage Proviso— 
Forum Loses in Election 


ONLY 10 PRO VOTES 


___ 


Count of votes cast yesterday at 
Equity’s annual meeting Monday 


Modest Author 





moving before it 
on Broadway is a 
claimed ‘first time’ for ‘Knock 
on Wood.’ Slated for the Shu- 
bert, where a paid preview was 
given Saturday night (25), but 
premiered at the Cort. 

Author thought the Shubert 
too big. 


Show 
opened 











(27) indicated that the actors won't 
go for Sunday legit on Broadway. 
Bulk of the votes were evenly 
divided on two of four propositions, 
half being for flat refusal to play 
and the other half being for Sun- 
days on the condition that actors 


and chorus receive two-eights salary 
for that performance. 

It was an advisory vote and be- 
cause of the division the Council 
will doubtless place Sundays before 
the full membership by referendum. 
However, even if it is voted that 
Sundays are okay provided extra 
compensation is paid, showmen 
concede that will virtually void the 
new sabbath laws passed in Albany. 
That viewpoint is based on the fact 
that Sunday performances would be 
expected to help the weaker shows, 
which naturally would be unable 
to carry the impost of double pay 
to the players, not counting prob- 
able similar extra wages to stage 
hands. 

During the meeting it was nip and 
tuck between those opposed to Sun- 
days and those willing to play if 
paid extra coin. That was borne 
out by the count, which was 152 for 
refusal and exactly the same num- 
ber for Sundays if paid extra. Only 
10 votes were cast for full ac- 
ceptance without qualification and 
36 votes to try fundays for one 
year. 

Little Voting 

Total of 350 votes cast on the 
Sunday issue was considerably less 
than the vote for new members of 
the Council, which totaled 748 bal- 
lots. Difference was explained by 
the mail vote on the slate, while 
some members present failed to 
vote knowing that Sundays would 

(Continued on page 58) 


MORE RADICAL 
PLAYS ON WAY 


During the past season there have 
been half a dozen so-called propa- 
ganda scripts with more or less of a 











HOOK-UP’ TOUR 
FOR VAUDE 
AND LEGIT 


Although ‘The Hook-Up’ was 
withdrawn Saturday (25) from the 
Cort, N. Y., after two and one-half 
weeks, it is slated to survive else- 
where on a novel plan. Proposed to 
revise the Jack Lait-Stephen Gross 
satire so that it can be presented 
both as a vaude unit and a legit at- 
traction. 

Show’s punch was a radio studio 
marriage. That scene with some 
revision is to be offered vaudeville 
and picture house bookers' Plan is 
to play it as a unit from New York 
to Chicago, there to be presented 
as a legit show, again tour as a 
unit, and, when arrived on the 
Coast, revert to legit for the third 
time. 





Harris Hitting B’way 
With H’wood Bankroll 
Plus Authoring Idea 








Hollywood, May 28. 


Jed Harris is not counting those 
five months he spent here wasted. 
Although his brief presence on the 
scene failed to develop any picture 
jobs to his liking he’ll salvage some- 
thing from his sojourn. 

For instance there’s those con- 
tacts he made with film execs which 
are said to have provided what it 
takes to get along on Broadway 
with a budding opus. 

Then there's that urge to squiggle 
his experiences among the colonists, 
which besets all visiting firemen, 
cropping out and best of all a place 
to put it. Satevepost will get the 
yarn, Harris states, covering Holly- 
wood’s high and low spots, his 
meetings with the great and some- 


radical or political trend produced.| thing about those parties which 
Next season it is expected that | have given the L.A. suburb some- 
double that number will reach the | what of a gabyloniscve reputation. 
boards, mostly presented by actor He pulled out Thursday (23) for 
groups. New York. 

Most recent arrival of that type = 


of show is ‘Parade,’ presented by 
the Theatre Guild, a commercial | 
nanagement. Other plays of similar 
rating were ‘Stevedore,’ ‘Sailors of 
Cattaro’ and ‘Black Pit,’ presented 
by the Theatre Union at the Civic 


plays, ‘Waiting for Lefty’ and ‘Til! | 
the Day I Die.’ ‘Lefty’ has also been | 
staged by in many cities through | 
the country. 


Next season the Theatre Union 
j; will present ‘Strike Song’ as a | 


REINHARDT PRODUCING 


‘12TH NIGHT’ ON COAST 


Hollywood, May £8. 


‘ | 
Rep theatre, 14th street. Group | 
Theatre’s most radical move was| Max Reinhardt will produce 
}the presentation of two one-act! Shakespeare's ‘Twelfth Night’ in 


Hollywood Bow! this summer. Starts 
casting this week. 
Opening date still indefinite. 


Schildkraut’s Play 


| starter. Group is considering 
Marching Song’ and ‘Paradise Lost Joseph Schildkraut, currently on 
| ‘Let Freedom Ring,’ considered for |the Coast, has bought American 
production several times, will be put | Screen and stage right to “‘Tomor- 
on by its author, Albert Bein jrow Is a Holiday,’ play by Leo Pe- 
Newly formed Theatre Alliance 'ruta and Hans Adler. Intends tak- 


in seeking subscription support, an- | 
nounced itself as a repertory group 
which will specialize on ] 
However, the Alliance has several 
new scripts with radical angles 


revivals. | in 


ing the lead when play goes into 
production under his own auspice 
the fall. 
At present 
Vienna, 


showing In 


play {is 


+ ~~ 


Chances of legits receiving gov- 


ernment finance to aid in reviving 
the road looked up last week follow- 
ing two huddles by representatives 
of all fields encompassed within the 
Cede Authority. A program of re- 
generation was outlined. While no 
figures were announced as to how 
much coin was expected the amount 
was reported between $3,000,000 and 
$5,000,000. 

Expectation of FERA or RFC ap- 
propriation is based on the reputed 
views of Washington bureau chiefs, 
said to favor succoring show busi- 
ness. In some form, such aid is ex- 
pected to be approved, but that 
depends on an acceptable plan. 

Proposal set forth last week by 
Frank Gillmore is said to have been 
drawn up by Philip Wittenberg. 
There would be three production 
centers—New York, Chicago and 
Los Angeles. Plan calls for the for- 
mation of a board which would 
guarantee a minimum of 30 weeks 
each year to all theatres which en- 
ter into leasehold arrangements 
with the control board. 

Security 

Security in the form of a deben- 
ture bond would then be offered to 
the RFC, which would be expected 
to advance the money required to 
produce and tour shows and to bol- 


ster those attractions on the road 
which might be operating in the 
red, 


Board aims to produce 50 or more 
shows each season, or have that 
many companies operating as stock 
or otherwise. A _ sinking fund is 
proposed for such shows which run 
into bad box office going. One angle 
is to support the sinking fund from 
profits of other attractions. In the 
interim it is hoped to secure im- 
mediate relief funds to aid unem- 
ployment. 

Regardless of the U. S. Supreme 
court having ruled out the NRA, 
the FERA is supported by the 
$4,000,000,000 congressional grant. 
Whether the legit code remains as 
is or is eliminated, some body or 
board akin to the Code Authority 
is expected to continue functioning 
for the betterment of show business. 
CA has named a committee to sub- 
mit its plan to Washington: Wil- 
liam A. Brady, Brock Pemberton, 
Marcus Heiman, Gillmore and Wit- 
tenberg. 

Plan outlined calls for a four- 
way organization consisting of pro- 
ducers, theatre owners (N. Y. and 
elsewhere) and talent (actors, stage 








hands, musicians, scenic artists, 
etc.) and government representa- 
tives. Each of the three show 


groups would have five representa- 
tives on the board and the govern- 
ment 10, 





STOLTZ OPERETTA SET 
FOR ST. LOUIS START 





St. Louis, May 28. 
tobert Stoltz, who wrote the 
music for ‘Two Hearts: in Waltz 
| ‘Time,’ will be represented in the 
| repertory of the Municipal Opera 
}season this year. His ‘Beloved 


| Rogue’ will be seen in Forest Park 
| during the week of July 22. 
This is the first of Stoltz’s works 





try 
Syracuse, N. Y., May 28. 

Syracuse University summer 
school will place greater emphasis 
upon the drama this year. 

Walter Prichard Eaton, of Yale~ 
School of Drama, and Barrett H. 
Clark, Eugene O’Neill’s biographer, 
re being added to the faculty. 


to be seen on the stage in this coum _ 
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Actor’s Charges Against Comedie 


Francaise Lead 


+ 


Paris, May 19. 

Roaring movement for reform of 
the Comedie Francaise in order to 
save its life has resulted from the 
acorching report read by actor An- 
dre Bacque at the annual meeting 
of Cosaedie. 

Since Bacque let go, the Comedie 
has been pulling one of its best 
tempests, with reverberations in 
political and artistic circles all over 
Paris. Bacque has been condemned 
as a red and praised as a reformer, 
and so much noise has been made 
that it seems possible something ac- 
tually will be done about modern- 


izing the theatre that Moliere 
founded. 
Contrary to precedent, Bacque’s 


report has been published. He said 
the Comedie was sinking because 
the shows it puts on, in addition to 
the great French classics which will 
always live, are just plain no good. 
They are old-fashioned plays, he 
said, which have value today, 
and which are merely kept on be- 
cause they once were successful, 
because actors like the parts they 
provide, because the Comedie wants 
to pay a few centimes in royalties 
to the author or his heirs, or just 
because it’s the tradition to keep on 
playing them. 
Rush of Plays 


Result of this statement was a 
rush of new authors to submit plays 
to the Comedie. Reading commit- 
tee is now swamped. 

If the Comedie does not go out 
and get something new, Bacque 
said, it will pass out. Its recent de- 
clining grosses indicate that the 
passing out is now under way, he 
claimed. 

Chief counter-attacker of Bacque 
is Henri Bernstein, playwright, who 
accuses the actor of being just a 
knocker-downer. With the Societe 
des Auteurs (local Authors’ Guild) 
Bernstein took up the cudgels in 
favor of the playwrights now being 
performed by the Comedie. 

But counter-counter attacks fol- 
lowed by Jean Yonnel and Rene 
Alexandre, other actors. Discus- 
sion broadened to include criticism 
in general of the way the Comedie 
is run and behavior of its actor- 
members. 

Meanwhile Emile Fabre, director 
of the Comedie, is under fire. In his 
defense, it’s pointed out that five 
years ago he proposed a drastic re- 
form program, but was voted down. 


PARIS THEATRE 
STRIKE SET 
MAY 30TH 


Paris, May 19. 

Committee of theatre managers 
has called on Marc Chevalier, ex- 
ecutive assistant of Premier Flan- 
din, in an attempt to find out what 
the government is going to do to 
rush tax reform through the Cham- 
ber of Deputies and prevent the 
threatened film-legit general strike 
on May 30. Flandin, still in bed 
since his auto accident, couldn't see 
them himself. 

Chevalier told the showmen that 
the chamber would get the tax re- 
duction bill as soon as it reassem- 
bled, May 28, but ceremonies and 
committee meetings would prevent 
immediate action, and bill couldn’t 
possibly come up on the floor before 
the day set for the strike. There- 
fore, asked the theatres to hold off 
a while and give parliament a 
break, 

Showmen refused to commit 
themselves. Leaders of the delega- 
tion are Max Maurey for legit and 
Charles Delac for cinema. 











Belle Baker Sailing 


London, May 28. 

Belle Baker is due to sail for 
home today, having completed her 
bookings, but she again may defer 
sailing, as she did two months ago 
suddenly 
cropped up. 

American comedienne expects to 
return here in the fall. She's been 
“ere since early last fall, 


ONDON OFFICE, 


to Move for Reorg. 





Elaborate Show for 
French Charity Fete 


Paris, May 20 

‘Little White Beds’ charity ball, 
always the high spot of the Paris 
season, promises to be bigger than 
ever this year. Leon Bailby, news- 
paper proprietor who promoted the 
ball when he owned the Intran- 
sigeant and continues as boss of 
Le Jour, has taken over the Cercle 
Interallie for June 4, night of the 
ball, and is installing a big tent 
over the tops of the giant trees in 
the garden. 

He's constructing a theatre to 
seat 2,000, using the balcony of the 
clubhouse as his gallery. Maurice 
Chevalier on tour with a vaude 
troupe, will fly to Paris to play that 
night. Serge Lifar, Opera ballet 
chief, will be another performer, 
and show will open and close with 
Francis A. Mangan girl numbers. 


THREE OF SIX 
NEW LONDON 
PLAYS OKE 


London, May 238. 
‘This Desirable Residence, a new 
play at the Embassy Monday (27) 
is an interesting piece of theatre, 
although it is not. quite up to the 
West End standard, 
‘Gay Divorcee’ at the Gaiety 
Thursday (23) is well cast and well 
produced, Musical comedy has 
more than ordinary merit and looks 
likely to click, 
Ernst Toller’s ‘Draw the Fires,’ 
translated by Edward Crankshaw, 
was given a Sunday night perform- 
ance at the Cambridge May 12. 
Originally produced in Berlin, piece 
has now been banned in Germany. 
Reception was favorable. 
Seymour Hicks made his own 
stage adaptation of ‘The Miracle 
Man.’ He is also the star, the pro- 
ducer and the manager. He pre- 
sented it for the first time at the 
Victoria Palace, May 13, and had a 
glorious time. But before the eve- 
ning was over he had a headache, 
and in his curtain speech he admit- 
ted it, 

Westminster theatre repertory 
company presented a three weeks’ 
season of ‘Othello,’ May 14, with 
Wilfred Walter giving a powerful 
reading of the title role. Most praise 
goes to the Iago of Anthony Ire- 
land, whose only fault appears to 
be that he is too modern. This is 
his first Shakespearean role. Taste- 
ful settings, and a smooth-running 
production. 

‘Gay Masquerade,’ another ‘Ruri- 
tanian’ musical, descended upon the 
town at the Princess theatre, May 
14, and closed May 16. 

Two Flop Out 
London, May 19. 

Two shows tried out provincially, 
headed for London, have gone to 
the storehouse. There is a possi- 
bility neither one of them will be 
revived, 

First is ‘Mesmer,’ scheduled for 
the Apollo this week. After looking 
at it in Glasgow, C. B. Cochran 
ealled in the author, Beverley Nich- 
ols, ang suggested the piece be re- 
written. 

‘Love From a Stranger,’ by Aga- 
tha Christie and Frank Vosper, was 
tried out at Edinburgh, and at the 
end of the week it was announced 
Edna Best, the leading lady, had a 
nervous breakdown, and London 
production was to be postponed un- 
til the autumn., 


Whiting ‘Goes’ London 


London, May 28. 

Cc. B. Cochran is bringing Jack 
Whiting over from New York for 
one of the lead roles in ‘Anything 
Goes.’ 

Wanted Leslie Henson and had 
him set but Henson has just under- 
gone a throat operation which puts 
him hors de combat for the time 
being. Jeanne Aubert will do the 
Ethel Merman role and Sydney 
Howard has the Victor Moore as- 
signment, 

















FOREIGN SHOW NEWS 








Record 
London, May 19. 

‘Co-Optimists,’ revival at the 
Palace which lasted only 10 
days, created a record. 

Entire stalls section on clos- 
ing night, with the exception 
of 12 seats, was occupied, with 
not one seat paid for. 


PRINCE EDWARD 
LONDON’S 1ST 
CABARET-TH. 


London, May 28. 

A. E. Stone, in association with 
Arthur Segal, owners of the Prince 
Edward theatre, have finally se- 
cured a drinking license from the 
London County Council and will 
immediately start work converting 
the house into an eatery-theatre 
along the American cabaret-thea- 
tre lines. Drastic reconstruction of 
the auditorium will be started at 
once and C. B. Cochran will start 
immediately on staging of the first 
show. 
Plan calls for entertainment run- 
ning 60 to 75 minutes, with a spe- 
cial spiral staircase installed to get 
customers to the dance floor easily 
from any part of the house. First 
show will cost about $50,000 to put 
on, according to estimate, with the 
payroll now being figured at about 
$3,500 to $4,000 for talent. This will 
include a 36 girl line and some 
American headline acts. 
Figured to get going actively in 
the fall. 


Old Time French Star 


Returns as Manager 




















Paris, May 19. 

Cora Laparcerie-Richepin, who 
quite a few years ago was the star 
of the Theatre de la Renaissance, 
will return to show biz as direc- 
trice of that theatre next season, 
with an ambitious program in- 
tended to contradict statements that 
legit is dead in Paris. 

Maurice Schwartz and his Yid- 
dish Art Theatre troupe of New 
York are now at the Renaissance, 
doing well. But in general this 
house, which is in the downtown 
boulevard district that once was the 
theatrical center but is now miles 
out of the way, is on its last legs. 

Mme. Laparcerie is backed by 
English coin. She’s going to reno- 
vate the dusty old house complete- 
ly, installing club armchairs and 
a revolving stage. 

First show, according to present 
plans, will be a new Maeterlinck 
play, starring Selysette Maeterlinck 
in the latter’s Paris debut. Maeter- 
linck is an old pal of Mme. Lapar- 
cerie. Second on program is a new 
piece by Francis Carco, whose ‘Mon 
Homme’ was one of the Laparcerie 
successes of the old days. New one 
will also be an apache show. This 
production will be a_ satire on 
French justice written by two well 
known lawyers, names unan- 
nounced, 


F. A. Mangan Back as 
Ambassadeurs Stager 








Paris, May 20. 


Francis A. Mangan, originally 
booked to produce floor shows at 
the Ambassadeurs nitery this sea- 
son and then eased out on a dis- 
agreement with Pierre Foucret, the 
new boss, is back in again. He'll 
start May 27. 

This is a result of the failure of 
the Ambassadeurs to click, despite 
high quality of acts hired. Foucret 
and reorges Boronsky, booking 
agent, who had been trying to put 
on the shows themselves, finally 
decided they needed a producer. 

Mangan, since his return to Paris 
as producer of flesh program at the 
Rex a couple of months ago, has 
been spreading all over Paris and 
the continent. Supposed to stay 
at the Rex only a month, but he 
stuck indef, and then expanded to 
do shows at the Olympia, another 
house of Gaumont chain. 

Also puts road companies into 
provincial French towns and in 





Belgium and §witzerland. 
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Plays Abroad 


SHALL WE REVERSE 


Londen, May 12. 

Revue in two parts by Arthur Macrae; 
music by Dennis Van Thal and Arthur 
Macrae; production by Robert Nesbitt. Fea- 
turing June, Sydney Fairbrother, Robert 
Hale, Edward Cooper. Presented by Andre 
Charlot and Robert Nesbit at the Comedy 
theatre, May 10, °35. 

Looks like Andre Charlot has here 
one of the biggest hits of his career 
as a reyue producer. There is no 
boisterous humor, but exceedingly 
clever satire, all done legitimately 
with no slapstick. Never once nec- 
essary to resort to questionable or 
decadent -comedy, and a straight- 
away plot lending itself to a se- 
quence of scenes of various periods 
starting from the present day and 
going all the way back to the stone 
age. 

A young man is in love with a 
charming female. His grandmother 
is a witch doctor in Zululand, having 
been shot at by her husband and 
picked up by the natives, who ac- 
claim her their queen. She remains 
there a great many years, during 
which she has learned ‘Voodoism,’ 
and, on learning her grandson wants 
to marry, decides to come back and 
pass judgment on his fiancee. 

She informs him the girl comes 
from a long line ot female ancestors 
who were anything but dutiful wives 
—beautiful but not dutiful. He 
doesn't believe it. She mixes a 
drink and takes him back through 
the various ages, showing his girl 
friend’s prototypes. 

Lyrics and book are clever; pro- 
duction is in excellent taste and 
sufficiently adequate. <A _ series of 
about 20 scenes, taking one back 
through various stages in history, 
however, eventually becomes a trifle 
monotonous. Most of the scenes 
themselves are clever and pointed, 
but not enough variation. 

This is considerably compensated 
for by the interpretations on the 
part of the principals and chorus. 
Chief player is June, who can dance 
better and in more ways than any 
woman in this country. She is given 
every chance in the majority of the 
scenes, but her singing will never 
qualify her for admission to grand 
opera, and a little cutting- of her 
vocal efforts might improve matters. 

Sydney Fairbrother as the grand- 
mother has the best opportunities 
ever allotted her. Robert Hale is, as 
always, highly entertaining. 

Music is quite adequate. There 
has been better in such shows, but 
generally much worse. Jolo. 


BICHON 


Paris, May 10. 
Three-act comedy by Jean de Letraz at 
Michodiere, Paris, starring Victor Boucher. 











Augustin heese ehh ebcessebces Victor Boucher 
Edmond Fontanges...........Marcel Vallee 
MMs 0.04. aa ébeeeben ss'66<4ka Paul Asselin 








eee Se -..Jacques Tarride 
Tante Pauline....... -»-Marguerite Deval 
Henriette Fontanges....+..... Jeanne Loury 
Pare --.-Solange Moret 
a Ree ee--Clara Tambour 
Seer ae snobs a4 Katle Varley 





Locally, this is a laugh hit. Noth- 
ing particularly original about it, 
but there is a pretty fair farce idea 
at the bottom: Boy and girl, for- 
bidden to marry, take over a baby 
and call it theirs in order to force 
the hands of the girl’s parents and 
win a shotgun wedding. Kid is 
theoretically that of the girl’s 
brother, but subsequent complica- 
tions reveal that he really belongs 
to the man whom the parents, for 
business reasons, want the girl to 
marry. 

Further humor is worked up from 
the character of an old maid aunt 
who finally finds an outlet by taking 
care of the baby, from the tricks 
resorted to in order to keep the 
br?nging up of the baby secret from 
the girl’s father, and from the char- 
acter of Augustin, the boy, played 
by Victor Boucher. 

Concoction as a whole gets by. 
For adapting purposes it is one of 
those marginal pieces. It goes well 
here, and could go on Broadway, 
too, if fixed up, but question is how 
well it is adapted. Stern, 


THE FLYING TRAPEZE 


London, May 6. 

Musical by Douglas Furber from German 
of Hans Muller; music by Ralph Benatzky 
and Mabel Wayne. Presented by Jack 
Buchanan and 8S. FE. Linnit at the Alham- 
bra, May 4, ‘365, Production by Erik 
Charell. , 
Band Master.... 





iviaecubaeee Harry Perritt 


Ring NING Riven ee axdiketeauren Bruce Carfax 
Clowns Lehe~e« Richard Hearne, Wally Mark 
ee ra Helen Crerar 
Lion | Rrra Alexander Franke 
Serre Frederick Stone 
2. eee 0886486000000 Pearl Argyle 
La Directrice..... C6bas0000% Ivy St. Helier 
Rene eh CRON 0 000806000686 Jack Buchanan 
PMNs 044648666000 66008 0644068 Fred Emney 
Chief of Police.......... Herbert C. Walton 
Fat Girl 54666644053 9545 50625000 Joan Emney 
BOUIN ss sca vexanacenk esis June Clyde 
Wardrobe Mistress.............. Hebe Bliss 
PIUEEO) noes ees cob usscesses Fred Conyngham 
MOO MIBD 6.06 5 kacscescses Robert Gordon 
OS Bree ate: ..Hugh Laing 
Marquise de Vermicelle.......... Lorna Nye 
4.0.0 Gown cacietnciwted Cleely Jonas 


Difficult to feel much sympathy 
for Jack Buchanan for having taken 
the stellar role in ‘The Flying 
Trapeze.’ One of his reputation 
should pick more wisely. 

Background, or skeleton of a mu- 





sical, is there, but the filling in with 
comedy is practically non-existent. 


Buchanan was palpably tired and 
nervous on the opening night, prob- 
ably none too confident from the 
start, and becoming less so as the 
evening progressed. Hovering over 
the entire presentation, in fact, there 
was an atmosphere of lethargy. 
From time to time Ivy St. Helier 
dashed out, once mounted on 2 cir- 
cus steed, and endeavored to inject 
life into the proceedings, but with- 
out avail. 


Scene is supposed to be the in- 
terior of a Paris circus in 1860. To 
lend illusion to this, and give at- 
mosphere, several vaudeville turns 
and a single riding act have been 
recruited. Nore of them, however, 
seem to know just what is expected 
of them. Each in turn comes out, 
lays an egg and departs. Even 
Buchanan's stepping seems lacka- 
daisical, and at its conclusion he 
staggers off as if he had just con- 
cluded a lengthy foot race. Occa- 
sionally there is a blare of trumpets 
and a start of what promises to be 
a lively melody, but this, too, fizzles 
away. 

Summed up, the whole thing 
looked like an amateurish provin- 
cial show that has suddenly secured 
a wealthy backer and decided to 
make a new production for a metro- 
politan run. Jolo. 


MASK OF VIRTUE 


London, May 16. 


Comedy in three acts by Carl Sternheim, 
adapted by Ashley Dukes. Presented by 
Sydney Carroll at the Ambassadors theatre 
May ¥%, ’35. Staged by Maxwell Wray. 


Mme, de Pommeraye....Jeanne de Casalis 
Marquis @’Arcy......ee- eeccece Frank Cellier 
Mme. Duquesnoy...... Scddeeoccecs Lady Tree 
Henrietta Duquesnoy.......... Vivien Leigh 
Pn ss caenteneskaaes Douglas Matthews 





Sydney Carroll, lessee of the Am- 
bassadors, once more provides his 
patrons with charming, high-class 
theatrical fare. He succeeds admi- 
rably until well into the middle of 
the third act. Up to that moment it 
is delicious, intriguing comedy, but 
in the last act it suddenly switches 
to banal melodrama which is wholly 
unconvincing. 

Action of the play takes place in 
Paris in 1760. A wealthy Marquis 
has had for his mistress a lovely 
lady. Story opens after this has 
been going on for five years, and it 
dawns upon her that he is growing 
tired of the relationship. She beats 
him to it by telling him her affection 
has waned, whereupon he confesses 
his feelings had likewise undergone 
a metamorphosis. 


The discarded lady plans a very 
subtle revenge. She brings into her 
home a beautiful young girl of the 
streets, passing her off as a paragon 
of innocence and virtue. Perfectly 
natural the Marquis, now past mid- 
dle age, should acquire fresh impe- 
tus, and he makes a play for the kid, 
Under the other woman's guidance, 
she keeps him at arm’s length until 
in an unbridled burst of desire, hav- 
ing been unable to tempt her with 
haif his fortune, he offers her mar- 
riage. This having been accom- 
plished, the former mistress visits 
the couple the morning after, and 
tells him he has married a common 
prostitute. 


Up to this moment the audience is 
regaled with some cleverly thought- 
out comedy situations. The de- 
nouncement reduces the finish to 
claptrap melodrama, which, were it 
not for the supreme artistry of 
Frank Cellier as the Marquis, would 
be sufficiently discordant to border 
on ridiculous. 

Jeanne de Casalis as the mistress 
is exceedingly attractive in a bril- 
liant way. Young girl of the pave- 
ment who is employed to wreak 
vengeance is a newcomer. Audience 
liked her immensely. 

Piece is tastefully mounted, and 
audience highly pleased, but it is 
hardly good fare for the general 
populace. Jolo. 


DANCING CITY 


London, April 27. 


Musical by Carl Roessler and Arthur 
Rebner; adapted by Harold Plumptre; 
lyrics by David Yates Mason; music by 


Hans May. Produced by Andre Charlot at 
the Coliseum, April 26, '35. 

WOES £5.45 bb ud od04s 0obs Jamieson Dodds 
The Archduke Franz....... Franco Foresta 
Count Sperl.....cccccce eeses-.- Henry Caine 
yy ee oncceetee dae . Laer 
NN «005s 0690006046 eoccecccss Betty Nortom 
a eee ecccesee-JOhn Deverell 
Ds ci caceeenntase se Sececess Doris Hare 
Rodrigo di Ravenna......... Leslie Laurier 


ee "PONS s 6 oo 0026040 % b0a00s Lea Seidt 


The queen visits a dance hail dis- 
guised in a mask the size of a pair 
of spectacles, and nobody recognizes 
her. The fact that she talks and 
sings and the place is full of court 
officials makes the acceptance of 
this situation even more implaus- 
ible. 

Ancient plot might be overlooked 
if accompanied by catchy music and 
side-splitting comedy, but it isn’t. 

There is an excellent singing cast, 
a gorgeous production on a revolv- 
ing stage, and splendid costuming 
and lighting. Artists struggle man- 
fully to inject some life, but to little 
er no avail. General effect is hope- 





less, Jolo. 
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3 Chi Plays Practically Capacity: 
‘Mary Wow 196, ‘Holiday’ Big $9,000 


ponegpedioients + 


Chicago, May 28. 

Another play was added to the 
list of Chicago attractions, bringing 
the total up to an even quartet. 
Added starter is ‘Laburnum Grove,’ 
which got underway for the Shu- 
berts at the Grand yesterday (Mon- 
day). Rather a large house for this 
quiet comedy, no other house avail- 
able at the moment. 


Business was powerful last week, 
filling the pews for the trio. Espe- 
cially big was ‘Mary of Scotland,’ 
which bounced up to capacity on 
authentication of the closing notice 
for June 8. ‘Mary’ will fold here for 
the summer. 


Cutting the top tariff has aided 
‘Hollywood Holiday’ considerably, 
especially bringing in the picture 


fan mob which had been kept away 
by the $2.75 top. Present $2.20 ceil- 
ing, with the cheaper seats in pro- 
portion, has boomed attendance. 
Show has kept up an excellent pace 
throughout its stay on the personal 
popularity of its three stars, Bebe 
Daniels, Ben Lyon and Skeets Gal- 
lagher. Trio have worked like real 
troupers, sparing no effort on pub- 
licity and exploitation. 

And, finally, there’s ‘Three Men on 
a Horse,’ which looks set for a long 
stay yet, despite nine weeks of prac- 
tically capacity business already. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Hollywood Holiday,’ Selwyn (1,- 
000; $2.20) (6th week). Above $9,- 
000, excellent, and with the end no- 
where in sight. 


‘Laburnum Grove,’ Grand (1,300; 
2.75) (1st week). Opened nicely last 
night (Monday). Appears to have a 
fair chance, despite the strength of’ 
the opposition. Should have better 
opportunity with the folding of 
‘Mary,’ which is next door, on 
June 8. 

‘Mary of Scotland,’ Erlanger (1,- 
200; $5.30) (4th week). Zoomed to 
absolute capacity on closing notice. 
Above $19,000, a walloping grosser 
for the sixth and final show on the 
American Theatre Society list. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Harris 
(1,000; $2.75) (9th week). Still a 
huge profit-maker at above $13,000, 
with practically no slackening of 
pace. Publicity and exploitation 
still clicking for this show. 


CARROLL REVUE 
POOR $9,000 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 28. 


To just what an extent Philly can 
turn up its nose at a musical show, 
even in.a season that has been al- 
most without them, was shown last 
week when local theatregoers kept 
away from Ear! Carroll's new 
‘Sketch Book Revue’ at the Forrest. 
Biz was almost negligible from the 
start. 

Serious talk late last week of 
taking it out and switching to Bos- 
ton after the Monday nite show but 
too much trouble. 

First week probably didn’t gross 
more than $9,000. 

‘The Bishop Misbehaves’ closed a 
three weeks’ engagement at the 
Broad. Started slowly, improved, 
then slid off. Special production, 
headed by Lean and Mayiield, got 
about $5,200 last week. 

Return visit of ‘Life Begins at 
8:40’ has been cancelled. ‘La- 
burnum Grove’ is almost certain not 
to come, and only booking on the 
horizon is a tryout with . Lenore 
Ulrie called ‘The Portuguese Gal’ 
at the Broad on June 10. 

Estimates of Last Week 

‘Sketch Book’ (Forrest, Ist week). 
Dismal gross of fust over $9,000 for 
seven performances, One more 
week. 

Bishop Misbehaves’ (Broad, 34d 
week). Folded Saturday after show- 
{nz some signs of life, $5,200 In get- 


away week. 


PLAYS FOR 
PRODUCTION 


lf you have a play suit- 
able for production com- 
municate by mail with 
Box 27, Variety, New 
York, for an appointment. 


























Current Road Shows 





Week May 27 

Abbey Players, Hollis, Boston. 

‘Accent on Youth,’ El Capitan, Los 
Angeles. 

‘As Thousands Cheer,’ Davidson, 
Milwaukee, 26-29; Paramount, To- 
ledo, 30; Masonic Aude, Rochester, 
31. 

‘Chickens Come Home,’ 
Los Angeles, 

‘Coquette,’ Broadway, Portland. 

‘Hollywood Holiday,’ Selwyn, Chi- 
cago. 

‘Laburnum Grove,’ G. O. H., Chi- 
cago. 

‘Mary of Scotland,’ Erlanger, Chi- 
cago. 

‘Sketch Book,’ Forrest, Philadel- 
phia. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Harris, 
Chicago. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Biltmore, 
Los Angeles. 


Mayan, 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Curran, San 
Francisco, 
‘Waiting for Lefty,’ Playhouse, 
Hollywood. 





HORSE,’ $7,300, 
TOPS STRONG 
L. A. LIST 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Summer legit season got a 
healthy start last week with three 
new arrivals and two shows hold- 
ing on for an additional week each. 
Newcomers were topped by ‘Three 
Men on a Horse,” which opened 
Thursday (23) at the Biltmore to 
capacity premiere and looks good 
for three weeks or longer. 

Three weeks’ season of light 
opera got underway first of week 
at Philharmonic Auditorium, where 
opening week, with ‘Vagabond 
King’ was a mop up. On Tuesday 
night, Coast’s first dual legit bill 
started at Hollywood Playhouse. 
Plays were ‘Waiting for Lefty’ and 
‘Till the Day I Die,’ with initial 
week's take sweetened by a $5 tap 
opening night. 

Henry Duffy’s ‘Accent on Youth’ 
winds up next weekend, after seven 
healthy stanzas, and ‘Chickens 
Come Home’ folds Saturday (2) 
after four lucrative weeks at the 
Mayan, largely aided by service 
charge passes. 3elasco, dark for a 
week, relighted last night (Monday) 
with, ‘The First Legion,’ coming 
here direct from Philadelphia. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Three Men on a Horse’ (Bilt- 
more). Alex Yokel comedy got 
away to a bang start and first four 
performances, including Saturday 
mat, brought nifty $7,500, which 
plenty oke. 

‘Accent on Youth’ (El Capitan). 
Sixth week. Held to steady pace 
and plenty satisfactory at $9,000. 

‘Vagabond King’ (Philharmonic. 
Garnered a neat $13,500 with heavy 
play for the $1.50 (top) seats, and 
lesser demand for cheaper accom- 
modations. Current, ‘Chocolate 
Soldier.’ 

‘Waiting for Lefty,’ ‘Till Day I 
Die’ (Playhouse). Hollywood The- 
atre Group’s dual offering started 
strong, but eased off as week pro- 
gressed, although $2,500 looks pretty 
big. 

‘Chickens Come Home’ (Mayan). 
Third week. Held to good pace at 
around $3,000. 


WOWEN STOCK CLOSED 
3) SEASON IN TOPEKA 


Topeka, May 28. 


McOwen Stock company has 
closed its third winter season at 
the Capital theatre here, complet- | 


( 
ing 31 weeks and breaking all rec- 





|; did a nice 


ords for stock here with 1,481 per- 
formances in four years. Com- 
pany has been playing summer en- 
gagements under canvas at tne 
| fair grounds four seasons and at 
the Capital starting in the fall, with 
| brief tours in Kansas and Nebraska 
n between 
R. J. Mack, manager, is giving | 
the company a_ two-week layof! 
prior to opening at Capital Beacl 
Lincoln. Neb., for four weeks, then 
returning for the usual summé | 
in here 


4 Plays Exit | 


| 
There were two sudden closings | 
on Broadway last Saturday and 
two more are definitely slated t 
exit this week. 

‘The Bishop Misbehaves’ closes at 
the Colden after a moderately suc- 
cessful stay of 15 weeks. It opened 


at the Cort, where the pace ap- 
proximated $8,000 weekly. Around 
$6,000 lately to some profit and 


could stay longer. 





‘THE BISHOP MISBEHAVES’ 

Opened Feb. 20. Walter Con- 
nolly was generally given credit 
by the critics for putting en- 
tertainment into a rather thin 
comedy drama. Gabriel (Amer- 
ican) summed it up with ‘Con- 
nolly’s Bishop is a good seven- 
eighths of ‘The Bishop Misbe- 
haves.’ 

Variety (Ibee) said: 
do moderately well.’ 


‘Should 











‘Black Pit,’ a propaganda play, 
will end the season at the Civic 
Rep theatre on 14th street. Not 
intendéd for Broadway, it drew 


some attention on 14th street. 

‘The Hook-Up’ was withdrawn 
from the Cort Saturday after play- 
ing two and one half weeks. Radio 
satire drew a weak press and failed 
to overcome that handicap. 





‘THE HOOKUP’ 

Opened May 8 While the 
first-stringers admitted there’s 
room for a smash satire on 
radio, all agreed ‘The Hookup’ 
missed filling the bill, though 
varying on the margins. 

Variety (Ibee) 
‘Limited.’ 


said: 











‘Weather Permitting’ opened and 
closed at the Masque, playing three 
days (four performances). Drew a 
panning and no business after the 
opening. 





‘WEATHER PERMITTTING’ 

Opened May 23. After a 
wholesale panning from the 
first-stringers, this one de- 
parted on a two-day showing. 
Gabriel (American) admitted 
he couldn’t bear to see the 
final act, while Brown (Post) 
called it ‘terrible.’ « 

Anderson (Journal) said 
‘better plays than this have 
practically opened in Cain’s 
warehouse.’ 


Phillips Sets Chi 


Summer Drama Cast 




















Chicago, May 28. 

Setup has been stamped and 
sealed on the summer dramatic sea- 
son by Ben Guy Phillips. Will open 
on June 24 in Glencoe, northside 
ritz suburb. Glencoe represents a 
switch from original intentions of 
spotting the summer dramatics in 
Winnetka. 

Phillips last week posted $3,000 
bond with Equity, covering salaries 
for cast including Edith Barrett, 
SXrnest Clendenning, Eric Dressler, 
Jessie Royce Landis, J. W. Austin, 
Edith Atwater, Edgar’ Kent, Froth- 
ingham Lysons and Alice Johns. 
Will likely do six shows. 


Chick Boyes Starts 


Lincoin, May 28. 

Chick Boyes Players, tent rep, 
opened here last Tuesday (21) in a 
downpour of rain and to only fair 
biz. It’s the first tent group around 
the territory and is on the old site 
in West Lincoln, where it ran for 
four months last summer to good 
biz. Admission is 10c in and an- 
other dime to reserve seats. Seats 
about 900 under main top 
additional 400 down the sides when | 
weather is clear. 

R. J. McOwen, another tent man, |} 
is scheduled for the Capitol Beach, | 
amusement park here, and will open | 





and an} 


Road’ $9,500 


a : Tren os P . Ata. 9® | 
ere ae ae ae a eee OO, athth sae i 

co Road,’ with Henry Hull 

estimated at $9,500 


the 


Tobuce 
week, 


at the Curran for first stanza 


Show looks Hke a word of moutl! 
picker-upper., 

No opposition this week, b it 
Monday (3) the Geary, next door 
also under Homer Curran’s banne 
will get ‘Accent On Youth,’ wit) 
Otto Kruger, | 


Season Winds Up with 22 Shows 


On Broadway: 


Same as Last Year 





Legit season of 1934-35 tech- 
nically winds up this week, but 
there is no indicated heavy exodus, 


only two attractions being definitely 
slated to close. Summer will start 
with 22 attractions on Broadway, 
exactly the same number as during 
the first week of June last year. 
At the time there were more defi- 
nite withdrawals about to occur. It 
is likely that half the survivors this 
season will drop out of the list be- 
fore long, yetthe holdovers this sea- 
son have a better chance of stick- 
ing because only one new show is 
slated for the first two months of 
summer—that is ‘Sketch Book,’ due 
at the Winter Garden next week. 
Continued sunny week-end 
weather spanned May. That was 
a break for outdoor events, but the 


reverse for theatres. 
Two attractions entered last 
week. ‘Parade’ at the Guild was 


panned, although a revue is a nov- 
elty for that house. Despite the 
notices the show was quoted at 
around $12,000, fairly good coin at 
$3.30 top. ‘Weather Permitting’ 
proved one of those things at the 
Masque, so it was removed after 
four performances, 

Shows slated out Saturday (1) 
are ‘The Bishop Misbehaves,’ Gol- 
den (Royale) and ‘Black Pit’, on 
and for 14th street. Another sud- 
den withdrawal last Saturday was 
‘The Hook-up,’ Cort. 

Last week's business about held 
to the previous week’s levels. Sud- 
den summer this week and a clear 
Memorial day will probably dent 
grosses. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Accent On Youth,’ Plymouth 
(23rd week) (C-1,036-$3.30). Con- 
sistently profitable to moderate 
grosses; around $7,000, with indi- 
cated chance well into summer. 

‘Anything Goes,’ Alvin (28th 
week) (M-1,325-$4.40). Broadway’s 
leader holds to excellent grosses 
and not much under capacity at 
$29,600 last week; should last into 
next season. 

‘Awake and Sing,’ Belasco (15th 
week) (CD-1,000-$2.75). With few 
new summer shows in sight hold- 
overs should fare well, this one in- 
cluded; quoted around $9,000. 


‘Ceiling Zero,’ Music Box (8th 


week) (D-1,000-33.30). Approxi- 
mating $7,000 weekly; among the 
spring entrants that will try the 


summer going; balcony perked up 


somewhat last week. 


Children’s Hour,’ Elliot (28th 
week) (D-922-$3.30). Among the 
sure summer stayers; much dis- 
cussed drama has been bettering 
$12,000 and as good last week. 

‘Fly Away Home,’ 48th St. (20th 
week) (C-869-$3.30). Able to show 
some profit on small takings; esti- 


mated around $2,000; week to week. 

‘If a Body,’ Biltmore (5th week) 
(CD-990-$2.75). Mystery drama 
claimed some improvement again, 
with the gross around $3,000; stay- 
ing chances not yet indicated. 


‘Kind Lady,’ Booth (6th week) 
(CD-708-$3.30). One of the few 


plays which tried out in the woods 
last summer to attract Broadway 
attention; bettering $9,000 weekly. 

‘Knock On Wood,’ Cort (1st 
week) (C-1,054-$2.75). Presented by 
Elias Weinstock (representing Shu- 
berts); written by Allen Rivkin; 
comedy on Hollywood agents 
opened Tuesday (28). 

‘Old Maid,’ Empire (21st week) 
(CD-1,090; $3.30). New drama lead- 
er since prize award virtually held 


to its new pace at $16,500; slated 
to stick into fall. 
‘Parade,’ Guild (2nd week) (R- 


914-$3.30). Reviewers put thumbs 
down on revue but first week fairly 
good at quoted $12,000; Guild sub- 
scription coin major part of the 
take. 

‘Personal Appearance,’ Henry 
Miller (33rd week) (C-944-$3.30). 
Has been grooved around $12,000 
lately; same last week; regarded 
as real coin at this stage of run; 
should go through summer. 

‘Petticoat Fever,’ Ritz (13th week) 
(C-918-$3.36). Slated through June 
and perhaps longer; moderate 
money comedy turning 
profit; $6,000 or better. 

‘Post Road,’ Ambassador 
week) (CD-1,156-$2.75). One of 
several shows able to stick 
of small expense; claimed making 
slender weekly profit. 

‘Something Gay,’ 
week) (CD-961-$3.30). 


(5th 


money, 


Mor 


Light 


i200 


weekly | 
(25th 


because | 


but better than some other spring 
arrivals; estimated around $5,500 or 
better. 


‘The Bishop Misbehaves,’ Golden 
(15th week) (CD-1,156-$3.30). Final 
week; could stay longer because 
profitable, though grosses mild; ap- 
proximately $6,000. 


‘The Great Waltz,’ Center (36th 
week) (0O-3.433-$3.30). Somewhat 
over-estimated; running under 


early spring pace, but expectant of 
spanning summer; $24,000 last 
week. 

‘The Hook-Up,’ Cort. Withdrawn 
last Saturday; played two and one- 
half weeks. 

‘The Petrified Forest,’ Broadhurst 
(21st week) (D-1,116-$3.30). Only 
four performances last week, when 
star (Leslie Howard) was out 
again; was getting around $12,500 
weekly; half that figure. 

‘Them’s the Reporters,’ Barrymore 
(lst week) (C-1,096-$2.20). Present- 


ed by Fourth Estate, Inc.; written 
by Phil Kanter; opens tonight. 


‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Play- 
house (18th week) (C-860-$3.30). 
Current leading laugh show, with 
companies in Chicago and Los An- 
geles; bettering $14,000 right along. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (77th 
week) (C-1,107-$3.30). Management 
claims indefinite continuance; about 
breaking even, with slightly more 
than $4,000 weekly; summer visitors 
counted on. 

‘Waiting for Lefty’ and ‘Till the 
Day |! Die,’ Longacre (10th week) 
(D-1,019-$1.65). Will stay as long 
as breaking even; estimated around 
$4,000, which pays off. 

‘Weather Permitting,’ Masque. 
Yanked Saturday after three days. 

Other Attractions 


‘Seven Keys to Baldpate,’ Na- 
tional; revived by Players Club; 
opened Monday;ffi slated for one 
week, but may hold over. 


‘The Young Go First,’ Park (Cos- 
mopolitan); presented by a group 
(Theatre of Action); written by 
Peter Martin, George Scudder and 
Charles Friedman; opened Tuesday 
at $1 top. 

‘Black Pit,’ Civic Rep theatre; 
winds up season of Theatre Union 
this week. 


PICKFORD OKE 
$12500, SEATTLE 


Seattle, May 28. 
Mary Pickford’s return to the 
dramatic stage last week, in ‘Co- 


quette,’ forecasts a successful tour 
and the forerunner of her starring 
in a new play that will take her into 
New York. 

Business here kept building until 
the end, and ran in sizeable figures, 
although it is costing Henry Duffy, 
producer, plenty to put show on. 


Matiness were sell-outs, women 
flocking in. Dates set are: Port- 
land, one week; Idaho Falls, one 


night; Salt Lake City, 2; Denver, 3; 
Oklahoma City and Interstate time, 
including Phoenix, Ariz., two weeks; 
Curran theatre, San lrancisco, 
opening June 24 for three weeks; 
then Los Angeles, for a run. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Metropolitan (Ind) (1,482; 28- 
$2.88) —‘Coquette’ (Duffy). Starring 
Mary Pickford with competent sup- 
port, warmly received, and got 
about $12,500 for eight perform- 
ances, very good. 


Reoptions ‘Sunshine’ 
Hollywood, May 28, 
Tom Weatherly renewed his op- 
tion on ‘Golden Sunshine,’ by Sam 
Hellman and Louis Lee Arms. 
It’s set for fall production on 
Broadway. 
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Boosting International Congress 


Recently-formed League of Amer- 
fcan Writers will take up as its 
first important project the espousal 
here of the forthcoming Interna- 
tional Congress of Writers for the 
Defense of Culture. Congress will be 
held June 3 in Paris and will be at- 
tended by representative scribblers 
from every country. 

Members of the committee named 
by the League of American Writers 
to work in behalf of the Interna- 
tional Congress are John Chamber- 
lain, Isador Schneider, Malcolm Cow- 
ley, Van Wyck Brooks, Lewis Mum- 
ford and Waldo Frank. Last-named 
is secretary of the League. 





Exhibit for Indigent 

Artists and Writers Dinner Club, 
which has been raising money 
through various activities to feed 
indigent scribblers and daubers, 
holding an exhibition of art work 
as a means of acquiring additional 
funds, 

Among those who have contrib- 
uted art pieces gratis for possible 
sale are Percy Crosby, Gifford Beal, 
E. C. Fitch and Herman Palmer. 
Crosby has also donated some art 
books, 

Exhibition is being held in the 
lower Fifth avenue, New York, 
headquarters of the Artists and 
Writes Dinner club, 

Charity to Aid Charity 

Colleen Moore’s doll house, being 
exhibited around for charity, is the 
subject of a small book issued by 
the Garden City Publishing Co. En- 
titled ‘Colleen Moore’s Doll House,’ 
the slim volume gives complete de- 
scription of the $500,000 toy and is 
richly illustrated, 

Intention is to place the book on 
sale at those places where the doll 
house is on exhibition. Proceeds 
from the volume will likewise go to 
charity. 

Garden City Publishing Co. is the 
Doubleday, Doran affiliate, and 
usually issues reprints only, 





Taking Sting From Charity 
Ruth Aley, wife of the Long- 
mans Green head, is giving a party 
for the benefit of the author’s 


Florence McGee, of ‘Children’s 
Hour,’ Cornelia Otis Skinner and 
Roy Chapman Andrews will be 
guests of honor. 

Charge of one dollar per ticket 
will be made, with coin all going to 
the fund. It’s one of a series of 
such events being given by members 
or friends. 





Germany’s Taste 


Germany still likes American 
books, but only those telling of U.S. 
decay. 


William Faulkner’ s ‘Pylon,’ Ernest 
Hemingway’s ‘Sun Also Rises’ and 
James M. Cain’s ‘The Postman Al- 
ways Rings Twice,’ are leading the 
foreign translations here during the 
spring reading. 


Appreciating Lippman 
Arthur Lippman’s poetry has been 
widely published in Statevepost, 
American Mercury, etc., but not 
until he started writing the double- 
entrendre and risque special song 
material which the class cafe en- 
tertainers seem to demand did he 
come into the real bucks, It started 
with the $500 which Lou Holtz and 
Harry Richman paid him for ‘She'll 
Be Rollin’ Down the Mountain,’ and 
now he gets $300 to $1,000 per song 
from Frances Maddux, Dwight 
Fiske, Eddie Davis, Ross and Sar- 
gent, Spivy, Deslys and Clark and 
that type of ‘sophisticated’ song- 
ster, 


No Ghoster Here 
Campbell MacCulloch, Central 
casting chief, didn’t need a ‘ghost’ 
to second him in concocting by-line 
article for Liberty under heading, 
‘Hollywood Cries Stop.’ MacCul- 
ioch is a farmer newshound with 
some trade writing experience. 
Yarn goes into problems of the 
extra situation winding up with ad- 
monition to film hopefuls to stay 
out of Hollywood. 





Shuffing Society Chatterers 


Society editors on the _ three 
Rochester dailies have been changed 
within a month. Mrs. Eunice Yeaw, 
who had been with the Democrat 
and Chronicle six years, walked. 
Jean Walrath, schools ed, moved 
over to the sassity desk and Char- 
lotte Cooper was added as assistant. 
Ruth Chamberlain, with Hearst’s 
Journal since it was established 12 
years ago, transferred to the Times- 
Union, succeeding Carolyn Reichert, 
who got married. Helen Oviatt 
Griffin, society radio spieler over 
WHEC for Forman's store, takes 
the Journal job. 





Giving Jerseyites a Break 
New locality book publisher is 
Chilusk Publishers, headquartered 
in Paterson, N. J., and armed to 
give the mosquite state scribblers 
an opportunity to see their stuff in 
print. Reported interested in the 
venture is John A. Millington. 

First book to bear the Chilusk 
imprint will be a volume of short 
stories, 





Beginners Organize 

Group of beginning scribblers 
have formed a new organization 
called the Student Writers’ League, 
with headquarters at the John Reed 
Club, likewise a writers’ group. 

Tyros plan frequent lectures and 
discussions and will also get out a 
house organ for an exchange of 
ideas, 





Block Quits Covici-Friede 
Harry Block resigned as editor of 
Covici-Friede, effective as of June 1. 
Will leave for Mexico City to do 
some writing on his own. 
No one named to replace Block as 
yet. 








"Dont Miss STEDIN FETCHITara 
TROUBADOUR OB DE LAWD 


















IN THE JUNE ISSUE c¥OW ON THE NEWS-STA 


A story that 
will make you 
laughand 
maybe make 
you cry 






tnarry than burn. 
oleh waa © pape. He studied for a ycar los 
coming to 


aed the cath hs noid” “But Ab nevah could 
bright but Ah doan learn from books. Ab absolves, 
4h shelves ” 


Ye \AOST 
HUMOROUS, PHILOSOPHICAL 
REVELATION EVER TO COME 
OUT OF HOLLYWOOD. 

BY WAY OF 
AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW 


THE DARK GALAHAD 
OF THE SCREEN 





my! new Ah, 


thin’ lye 


% NEW MOVIES OWN 


ERB _— 
NDS 


Pamphlets On Upbeat 
Pamphlet publishers rapidly in- 
creasing. Latest is David Blum, 
who calls his new organization 
Avon House, Plans to get out a se- 
ries of booklets to sell froin 25c to $1. 
Other newly-organized pamphlet 
publishers are Tomorrow, Publish- 
ers, and Phalanx Press. 





More On Pups 
A new mag for canine owners, to 
be known as Dog Health, is in prep- 
aration. Publishers are B. Morris 
Wolf and Hrbert H. Cohen. 
Cohen has been syndicating a 
newspaper series on dog care, 





Random’s New Policy 

After eight years of publishing, 
Random House is now to bring out 
its first new novel. Book is “They 
Shall Inherit the Earth,’ by Morley 
Callaghan, 

Likely that other new novels will 
now go on the Random House list. 


PLAYS OUT OF TOWN | 
Carroll’s Sketch Book | 


(Continued from page 52) 
lights. Sunnie O’Day is an impres- 
sive solo stepper in ‘Gringela’ and 
‘Ye Old Music Box.’ Jimmy Han- 
ley and Arthur Swanstrom wrote 
the latter, although Charles Tobias, 
Murray Mencher and Charles New- 
man contributed most of the music 
and lyrics. 

Show’s not strong on song hits, 
but ‘Gringela,’ ‘At Last’ and ‘Anna 
Louise of Louisiana’ are candidates 
for popularity. 

Of the Carroll staging effects 
and production numbers a_ mir- 
ror affair in the last act, with 
the gals reclining as near nude as 
possible on the reflecting blocks, is 
good, and the Blue Paradise num- 
ber, early in the show, is attractive. 
First act finale, which employs a 
radium effect, is also on the okay 
side, although one of the numbers is 
altogether too long. Nice costum- 
ing prevails throughout and the pro- 
duction, as a whole, is in quieter 
and better taste than most of the 
‘Vanities.’ 

The gals are good to look upon 
and work with rather more anima- 
tion than some Carroll choruses 
have. Beryl Wallace does a lot of 
the announcing and doesn’t hurt 
the eyes. 
Peter 











Higgins, Lillian Carmen 
(who sfngs ‘Gringela’) and two sets 
of crooners, the Three Jays 
(femmes) and the Three Cracker- 
jacks (male) take care of the vocal 
chores. Waters. 


BEAUTY SLAIN 


Philadelphia, May 27. 

The Hedgerow organization, Which 
spent most of the winter and spring 
in touring the countryside, began its 
active production program in its 
own Rose Valley ( (Moylan) play- 
house Saturday night with the pre- 
sentation of ‘Beauty Slain,’ melo- 
drama with hardboiled comedy trim- 
mings by M. M. Musselman and 
Robert St. John. Group has already 
done former author’s ‘Poker Face.’ 

‘Beauty Slain’ is much more on 
the box-office-commercial-theatre 
order than most of Hedgerow’'s of- 
ferings, and looks like a good bet. 
Film chances are also more than 
ordinarily good. 

Story is on the order of ‘The 
Front Page,’ and a couple of Inci- 
dents parallel the Hecht-McArthur 
piece so directly as possibly to draw 
attention, but this shouldn’t serious- 
ly impair the play’s chances, as it 
has plenty of its own merits to stand 
on. 

Setting, for the most part, is a 
D. A.’s office in a place designated 
as Glenway, quite apparently near 
New York. It is election eve, and 
word comes in of the murder of a 
young society matron. She and her 
husband have been on a party; she 
had left early and had been killed 
shortly after reaching home. First 
believed slaying was in the drawing 
room, but later discovered it took 
place just outside the house. 

Husband is the logical suspect as 
facts are brought out, but he is a 
very influential man in the commu- 
nity. D. A. would like nothing bet- 
ter, with election on the threshold, 
than to make such an important 
pinch, but he’s afraid to risk it. 
Various suspects are introduced, 
one of them being a half-crazy hired 
man, who is grilled and finally al- 
lowed to escape, so that the D. A.’s 
office can proclaim him as the guilty 
man and start a man-hunt. Only 





after the nut’s release does it occur 
to them that he may really have 
been the murderer, 

Handy-man bobs up and is hidden 
by the young reporter and his gal 
friend (compare ‘Front Page’). In 
the meantime a German gardener 
and the chauffeur are in turn sus- 
pected. Finally it narrows down to 
the husband: he is arrested. eiven 
the hose and the rest of the third | 
dezree and makes a confession. Im- 

ecdiately afterward he hanes him- 
}oo'lf in his cell. 

Soon develops that he was quite | 
| inning hut, being of a highly cen- | 
fsitized nature, just couldn't take} 
bruial third degree \ perfect | 
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CHATTER 


Louis Bromfield doing a novel 
about India. 

Katharine Brush gets back from 
France in June. 

Walter Millis and the missus 
motoring to the coast. 


Kathleen Moore Knight will sum- 
mer at Martha’s Vineyard. 


Aldous Huxley has gone to the 
South of France to do a new novel. 

Graham Greene home from a trip 
through Liberia. Will do a travel 
book. 

Virginia Hamill joined the edi- 
torial staff of The Woman’s Home 
Companion. 

Mrs. Robert Schirmer (Maureen 
Fleming), guest-speaking before 
the Authors’ Club. 

Audrey Wurdemann, who got this 
year’s Pulizer prize for poetry, com- 
ing to New York. 

Carter Dickson, author of ‘The 
Red Window Murders,’ is really 
John Dickson Carr. 

J. B. Priestley coming over again 
in the fall to gather data for a book 
about the Middle West. 

Joseph Conrad’s widow, Jessie, 
won't come over for the publication 
of her biog of the novelist. 

Literary Guild’s July choice fs 
‘An Anthology of World Prose,’ 
compiled by Carl Van Doren. 

Scribner’s will publish ‘Feliciana,’ 
a book of Stark Young’s short 
stories and sketches, July 26. 

Frances Marion, the  scenarist, 
has written a novel called ‘Valley 
People,’ which Day will publish. 

Ramona Herdman, of Harper’s, 
back from England where she con- 
tacted the firm’s English scribblers. 

‘Weariest River,’ second novel by 
George S. O’Neal, on American 
Weekly, gets a Greenberg printing 
in June. 

Thomas Wolfe quits London soon 
to come home. Set to deliver a lec- 
ture at the Colorado Writers’ Con- 
ference this summer. 

Algernon Blackwood back from 
a visit to Axel Munthe, reporting 
the operation to restore Munthe’s 
sight was successful. 

J. C. Furnas, of the New York 
Herald-Tribune staff, will have his 
first novel, ‘The Prophet’s Chamber,’ 
published by Morrow next month. 

‘How to Watch Football,’ by Lou 
Little, the Columbia coach, will be 
published by Whittlesey House in 
time for the next football season. 

Katherine Anne Porter has writ- 
ten four new stories for the re- 
publication of her ‘Flowering Judas 
and Other Stories’ by Harcourt, 
Brace. 

After a hiatus of some seven 
years, Esther Forbes has written a 
new novel and delivered it to 
Houghton, Mifflin. Will bear the 
title of ‘Miss Marvel.’ 

In readying his ‘Diary of Our Own 
Samuel Pepys’ for book publication, 
Franklin P. Adams has to edit some 
2,500,000 words down to the con- 
tent of two average volumes. 

Instead of a literary tea, a literary 
vodka yesterday (Tuesday) at the 
Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y., celebrated 
the debut of Emile Gauvreau’s book, 
‘What So Proudly We Hailed’ (Ma- 
cauley), 

Burns Mantle and John Gassner 
have completed their compilation of 
‘The World's Great Plays, a Treas- 
ury of the Theatre from Aeschylus 
to O'Neill,’ and have delivered the 
script to Simon & Schuster. Pair 
spent more than two years on the 
task. 





is himself in a position where he is 
afraid to talk, the police let it go at 
that. 

At the end the reporter, who has 
been doing amateur sleuthing all 
along, outlines his theory of the 
case, in which he figures the butler 





as the guilty party. It’s apparent to 
the audience that his theory is cor- 
rect, but the D. A.’s crowd merely 
listen non-committally to the 
youngster’s story and lets it go at 
that. Case, as far as they are con- 
cerned, is closed. 

First part of play is fine sturdy 
melodrama, with plenty of crisp, 
wise-cracking comedy. Latter por- 
tions are tinged with bitterness, but 
no less engrossing. At times there 
is satirization of police methods as 
well as the ways of newspapermen, 
but on the whole it’s a straightfor- 
ward yarn. Characterizations are 
neat, and types presented are vivid. 
A love story between young reporter 
and a gal sobbie on another sheet is 
considerably better than most such 
romantie threads. 

Hedgerow hasn't been used to do- 
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Book Reviews 


More Realism 
Edward Anderson's ‘Hungry Men 
is a co-winner of the Doubleday« 
Doran-Story magazine $1,000 novel 
contest. It is one of the new school 
realistic proletarian books, tough, 


grim and unpleasant. Women won't 
like it and similar novels in the past 
haven’t sold very much. Which, 
however, doesn’t make it a bad 
prize choice, since it is honest writ- 
ing. 

Anderson's tale is of the life of 
a bandplayer on the bum, Can't get 
a job and becomes a hobo. What 
happens to him is what happens to 
hundreds of other bums these days, 
a constant fight against almost un- 
beatable odds. Won't make a film. 








Angas’ Optimism 

L.L.B. Angas’ latest pamphlet will 
interest students of finance, some 
market followers and numerous 
amateur economists, if for no other 
reason than that some predictions 
printed in his previous treatises 
havé become actualities. Those who 
tried to digest his post efforts prob- 
ably will want to see ‘The Boom 
Begins’ (Simon and Schuster; $2). 

In this one pertaining to booms in 
America, Angas’ chief thesis is that 
the depression is a money trouble 
and can be cured by monetary 
means. Pictures monetary aspects 
of business fluctuation, Roosevelt's 
problems and brief survey of the 
stock market. Names seven eco- 
nomic conditions that to him indi- 
cate a revival in this country. 
States that the boom in America 
~has started, without daily papers 
and many people realizing it. 

‘The Boom Begins’ undoubtedly 
will attract a following, but Wail 
Street traders may fight shy of it, 
recalling what occurred’ shortly 
after publication of ‘The Coming 
American Boom,’ when the market 
dipped sharply. 





Good Start, Bad Finale 


Ethel Boileau gets her ‘Map of 
Days’ (Dutton, $2.50) off to a 
splendid start, but the book goes a 
little sour at the end where she 
spoils the spirited narrative by go- 
ing in for pacifism, anti-communism 
and the mystical. 

Starts with the birth of Jock 
Chisholm, draws vivid pictures of 
his early life, does a spirited se- 
quen¢ée on the Boer war, his mar- 
riage to Werra, an Austrian actress, 
the World war and finally his entry 
into missionary work. 

Had the war been treated in the 
same vein as what preceded it, it 
would have been a far more note- 
worthy book, No picture. 





Divorce Lawyer 

Apparently Beth Brown started 
a cycle on the one-cause New York 
divorce laws when she did ‘Man 
and Wife.’ The latest contribution 
comes from Alma Sioux Scarberry 
in ‘Too Wise to Marry’ (Hopkins, 
$2), which belies it’s title in that 
most of the wordage concerns the 
daughter of a leading divorce 
lawyer who follows her father’s 
footsteps. She becomes interested 
in another young lawyer, but finds 
it’s just interest and not love. 

Propaganda is soft-pedaled in 
favor of the love interest, with most 
of the yarn centering about a 
divorce suit brought by a radio 
star. Interestingly told, but de- 
veloping no great importance. 


Guns and a Girl 


Robert W. Chambers’ posthumous 
‘Love and the Lieutenant’ (Apple- 
ton-Century, $2.50) puts a regret- 
table termination to his long bib- 
liography. Few writers possess the 
knack of mixing history and 
romance so entertainingly, few write 
as vividly with such nice propor- 
tioning as his work shows, 

Story is laid during the revolu- 
tion, with a young loyalist, serving 
with a Hessian mercenary regiment 
as liaison officer, opposed to the 
Baroness von Lessing, an American 
girl married to a German and bit- 
terly resentful of the employment 
of the Hessians against her country. 
In reality she is the twin sister of 
the Baroness, but this is not made 
plain to the reader, the affair be- 
tween the young officer and the sup- 
posed married woman gaining a cer- 
tain piquancy from that situation. 

It is a vivid picture of the mis- 





i the 


management of Burgoyne’s cam- 
peign, ostensibly related from the 
British angle, but more admiring of 
American commanders. A 
lengthy tale whic h can easily be cut 


to picture length. 














Wednesday, May 29, 1935 








rO THE LADIES 


VARIETY 57 











= 


Among the Women 


By The Skirt 


Le Gallienne in Grey 
Eve Le Gallienne comes to the Capitol in a nicely turned out sketch 


and so miked every word 


without trimming and modelled with a 


could be heard. A 


grey brocade gown was 
long-panelled back. Gertrude 


Niesen’s white fox trimmed gown threw her shoulders in reverse. 
George Jessel, in an all-blue outfit, has appearee so often at this house 


he could be a permanent feature. 
idea in dancing called Me and My 


The Stanley twins are showing a new 


Shadow. On a darkened stage the 


girl nearest the footlights is in a pink tunie sparkling in the darkness, 


and behind her is the other twin in all black. 


is perfect. 
A number by 
made of oiltloth, was thrilling. 


side of the stage from which the girls emerge in groups. 


the Danny Dare girls, 
The scene is set in semi-circles at one 


The timing of the stepping 
in what seemed to be dresses 


The lighting 


takes on a reddish hue, so one believes the girls are in the red oilcloth 
with silver trimming, when up go the lights and the dresses are really 


black. It was almost bewildering. 


Bette Davis in the first shot of ‘Girl From 10th Avenue’ wears a cheap 
little checked suit changing soon to a snappier one of dark blue, with 


print collar and vestee. 


plain pants with a huge checkered coat. 
There was a flash of a flat caracul coat and 


with full skirt and sleeves. 
trousers worn with a pullon, 


Very nice was a pajama outfit consisting of 


A chiffon negligee was made 


Katherine Alexander wins the prize for the oddest wedding outfit of 


the year. 
terial. 


The usual white satin gown carried a veil of the same ma- 
It was most becoming but a little cumbersome. 


Jean Dixon Gets Modish 
‘Mr. Dynamite’ is among the most amusing of all the mystery films. 
Not that mystery stories are necessarily amusing, but with the wisecrack- 


ing of Edmund Lowe and Jean Dixon, how could it be otherwise? 
improvement. 
Miss Dixon wears an ermine coat with white fox 
Underneath is a black gown made with off-the-shoulder effect. 


clothes of Miss Dixon show an 
inate. For evening, 
collar. 


The 
Street clothes predom- 


with a wide band of sequins criss-crossing the bosom. A stunning chif- 


fon negligee was chinchilla-trimmed. 
Ssther Ralston was smartly dressed in bed and out. 


A mink coat was 


shown over an evening gown and a grey tailored suit had a frilly blouse. 


A small straw hat, and a fox muff were carried. 
elaborate in black and white, with a 


of flowers and no crown. 


As a widow, she was 
small hat consisting of a single row 


A young girl named Verna Hillie was in a white satin evening frock 


worn with a short ermine cape. 
short jacket model. 


White trimmed a black ensemble of the 


Armida Spanish Standout 


Armida held the stage at the Roxy on her own. 


She did her several 


stunts in a white satin Spanish gown with innumerable ruffles, spaced 


in sections. 


Sach ruffle was edged with a tiny red ribbon. 
and the small puffed sleeves sported the same trimming. 


The bodice 
The Roxy 


girls appeared in blue skirts, short white jackets, red Ascot ties, with 


the red, white and blue carried out in accessories. 


In a Spanish number 


they were in pink satin skirts, long sleeved brassieres, and each girl 


earried a black ceri 


fringed shawl, 


silver-lined. The familiar white 


transparent gowns worn by the girls in the finale rounded out a nice 


hour’s entertainment. 


Tappers In Boleros 
At the Palace Danny Dare has an act very much like the well known 


Aristocrats. 


Eight girls and eight boys go through their paces, the girls 


in short white costumes trimmed with red, and worn with tiny black 


boleros. 
liants. 
dull. 


One toe tapper is in rose feathers and tunic sprinkled in bril- 
The navy blue satin dresses worn for the adagio work are too 
Berthas are of coral colored rosettes. 

Collette Lyons sticks to the brown and chartreuse costume. 
Troupe show some handsome embroideries and kimonas. 


The Eno 
A cute little 


trick was in short pants and blouse of a flowered silk. 


—_—— $$$ Se 


England’s Vaude 


(Continued from page 49) 
vaudeville in a few prominent spots. 
With Ardwick Empire resuming its 
vaudeville policy, Stoll will have 
about five weeks. 

H. & G. picture theatres (Hyams 
Bros.) are also good for about five 
weeks. Circuit has eight de luxe 
picture theatres, with five supple- 
menting their pictures with vaude- 
ville. Boys pay anything up to §$2,- 
000, and, in the case of big names, 
are not averse to the guarantee plus 
percentage idea. 

Then there are several smaller 
eircuits indulging in vaudeville, 
with special yen for American im- 
portations. These are the Syndi- 
cate Halls, scattered around Lon- 
don, There are six of them, with 
three in a position to pay some 
money for importations. 

James Brennan circuit, in the 
provinces, consists of about eight 
spots, with three indulging in acts 
besides pictures. Top price is 
around $400. 

Walter Bentley, agent, represents 
some eight or nine picture theatres, 
with several of these needing stage 
entertainment. Top price ts about 
$500. 

Gerard Heath, another agent, is 
also sole booker for about four 
spots, with two playing acts. Heath 
is always keen on American imports, 
but fights shy when price is over 


$500. 
Sidmey Bernstein picture circuit. 
which comprises about 20 houses, 


uses vaudeville in about five. Top 
price is $500. 

Horace Collins, North Country 
agent, has charge of four spots in 
the provinces, mostly Scotland, all 
playing variety, with top price 
around $750. He is now importing 
acts direct from America through 
Frank Belmont, and has lately man- 
aged to dispose of a couple of acts to 








other circuits after he has used 
them. 
Cinemas 
Two picture theatres, until re- 


cently owned by the Claverings and 
now by John Maxwell, located at 
Islington and Upton Park, also book 
Americans when the price is in the 
neighborhood of $500 to $750. Big 
names also play there occasionally 
on guarantee and percentage. 

Kay Brothers own about three de 
luxe picture houses, and have re- 
cently flirted with vaudeville as an 
added attraction. Their top at 
present is $400, but before long the 
boys will have to loosen up. 

tert Montague has two houses, of 
which he is the sole booker, which 
occasionally play vaudeville. Top 
here is $500. 

Blackpool Tower company is an- 
other concern that pays money for 
acts. Prices normally range from 
$400 to $600, but more is paid dur- 
ing the summer season. 

Gaumont - British occasionally 
uses big stuff for its super picture 
houses. In all it has around six 
weeks, all situated around London. 


Top, especially for bands, is as 
high as $3,500. 
Stanley Wathon is the _ sole 


booker for the new de luxer being 
erected in Dublin, seating around 
3,600, and is ready to spend as much 
as $4,000 on its vaudeville portion, 
which {is to consist of about an 
hour’s entertainment. 

Paramount, which intended to go 
in for American names, has soft- 
pedalled lately, claiming from ex- 
perience that importation of names 
has not proven a profitable proposi- 
tion, for while these are names in 
America, they do not pull on their 
home reputation sufficient to war- 


biggest 


rant their salaries over here. But} 
Par is still doing ‘flashes,’ which 
involve acts, with their douhle-| 

' 


feature programs. 


This about exhausts the vaude 
ville demand. 

It will be seen from the above 
that, except in a few instances, th 





demand is for medium 
priced acts—that is acts up to $500. 
Such is the case, and it can be 
proven by the number of American 
acts getting around this figure that 
have been here for a considerable 
time. 


American Acts 


Longest stay is credited to Wil- 
son, Keppel and Betty, who 
been here for nearly three years, 
and have played constantly, with 
about four weeks layoff during the 
whole period. There are Mae 
Wynne Foursome, Michel, Dare 
and Yates, Tracy and 


Hazel Mangean Girls, De Wolfe, 


Metcalf and Ford, Tracy and Hay, | 


Geraldine and Joe, Lassiter 
Brothers, Nice, Florio and Lubow 
(at present touring Australia, but 
returning here shortly), Russell, 
Marconi and Jerry, returned to 
America after a 20 months’ stay 
here, but expected back here soon 
minus Jerry. 

Kimberly and Page, Tex McLeod, 
Julian Rose, Fred Duprez, Herschel 
Henlere, Derickson and Brown, 
Layton and Johnstone, although 
Americans, have been here so long 
that they can be called local. 


Of the recent importations, Will 
Mahoney, Belle Baker, Three 
Sailors, Diamond Brothers and the 
Four Franks are about the best 
around. Mahoney has been tour- 
ing his own unit and doing very 
well. He does even better on re- 
turn visits than on debut. This is 
not so strange when it is realized 
the average English vaudeville 
habitue, especially in the provinces, 
finds the humor of the American 
novelties much more pronounced 
on a second or even third visit. 


The Sailors have not yet been 
induced to do their own unit, which 
is really a gamble for the acts, be- 
ing guaranteed a small salary plus 
percentage of the intake, but they 
should do well if they venture out. 
Boys have something to sell, espe- 
eially their Drury Lane pantomime 
success and the fact they have ap- 
peared before the King and Queen. 
English people are very loyal that 
way; and what is good for their 
King and Queen is always good 
enough for them. Sophie Tucker 
always played the provinces under 
these conditions, and generally 
made more for her share than when 
playing on a flat salary. 


Must Gamble 


Americans coming over, if they 
are not prepared to take a gamble 
on the ‘unit’ idea, would do well 
to forget the idea they can come 


over for a cut and build up their 
salaries. There is no such thing as 
getting a raise here. What hap- 


pens is, regardless of the salary an 
act comes over for, they will be 
asked to take less after they have 
played out their original contracts, 
and will have their hands full to 
maintain their original price, let 
alone more. 

In recent bookings, General The- 
atres inserted a new clause calling 
for acts to give G. T. C. 25% of 
any monies they receive from op- 
position circuits, claiming as it 
(G. T. C.) is responsible for the 
artists coming over, it is entitled 
to reap a share of the benefit of 
the acts’ success. Certain acts, 
when given such a contract in 
America, refused to sign, and in 
some instances the clause was de- 
leted. 

General Theatres might have a 
good talking point if it begins to 
import acts for 20 to 30 weeks, but 
its time limit is only eight to 10 
weeks. 


Drug Store Route 


(Continued from page 1) 


field, Jay C. Flippen, Ham Fisher, 
Ted Husing, Mark Hellinger, Dick 
Himber, Dan Parker, Nick Kenny, 
Dave Vine, Gladys Glad, Mark 
Plant and Milt Gross. All on the 
cuff. 

Amplifiers were strung along the 
coping of the building, a la Holly- 
wood preview, to carry program to 


listeners who crowded streets for 
blocks around. Effect of store win- 
dows being boarded up was remi- 
niscent of a New Year's Eve. Store 
was virtually strangled by crowds 
attempting to get within better 
hearing distance. Minor accident 
occurred when pressing mob forced 
a cop and one of the ‘audience’ 
through a plate glass window 
At conclusion of festivities, whic 

lasted one hour, doors were opened 
for business Well known re 
ame in for plug via the grati 
andout of two in a minature pack 


age 
Currently, 
staging more Liggett 


Leonard is on the road 


openings 


have |} 


Vinette, | 


| 


| 


| off 





Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





‘Vanities’ Curves 
Whereas the Shubert ‘Nights’ used to be preoccupied with bosoms, the 


; Earl Carroll ‘Vanities,’ currently at the State, broods about the curves 


of the waistline and the tummy. 
And yet ‘Vanities’ ig not wholly convinced that nudity is all, and so, 
daringly reversing the usual procedure, the more naked showgirls start 


the opening parade, and the dressier ones bring it to its climax. 


Each lovely, unsearred damsel, strolling forth from the wings and sweep- 
ing about the stage so gracefully, represents a ‘Vanities’ song, ‘tis said by 
their singing announcer. However.the number reveals an intereesting 
color scheme—skin color ret and lace, with poppy red—and certainly 
its hats are ample, enormous cartwheels bent back and off the some- 
what absent-minded smiling faces. Now the chorus, in deeper skin color 
long taffeta sheaths flounced at the bottom, scamper on; greatly at a dis- 
advantage in at like which 


wrinkle across the thighs when they dance and nowhere hint of the excel- 


costumes tied the waist sacks of flour, 


lent figures the girls reveal later on when they're lying on a black velvet 
Staircase waving white ostrich fans, unhampered by any covering save 
some mischievous beads. 

The whole company unites again for a number that yearns to be wild 
and savage. While the cherus dances gingerly in lacquer red satin 
draperies, waving sequined net scimitars and next beating little eymbals, 
the showgirls have been standing silently by, quietly dre-sing the stage. 
Suddenly they raise their arms aloft, for now it is the forte finish. and 
what have they got in their hands but cymbals too, which they also 
start beating with commendable rhythm and gravity. 

Helen Charleston, mimic who often gets the voice if not the physical 
characteristics of her models, ingratiates herself by her pleasant per- 
sonality, her willingness, her nice smile and fresh young appearance. 
She wears a white satin tailoved evening frock slim-fitted to a ficure that 
ean take it. The Colette sisters, neat acd pretty, are most useful, 
sometimes announcing, sometimes singing, sometimes dancing, and al- 
ways decorating. 


Wanted—a Bobbie Pin 


All that Elisabeth Bergner needs, to be completely entrancing in Es- 
cape Me Never,’ is a bobbie pin. 

She parts her short blonde hair far on the side, sweeps it straight 
across her head to the other side, and then permits it, encourages it, to 
tumble in a lank hunk over her right eye. Sometimes it is part of Miss 
Bergner’s art to push it back off her eye, sometimes, it seems, it is better 
acting just to let it stay there. But always that lock of hair is important. 
And one bobbie pin, a piece of wire, string, ribbon, a hairpin, would keep 
it in place. 

Then, in ‘Escape Me Never,’ Miss Bergner also eats. She eats rolls, 
bread, tea sandwichs, small cakes, apples, spaghetti, drinks cups of tea, 
Whenever it is possible, she cups whatever she’s eating in both hands— 
the better to show what a hungry, direct, honest little girl she is. Miss 
3ergner eats so often it becomes a mannerism, which, with her lock of 
hair, makes two mannerisms—two distractions from superb technique. 

Miss Bergner is so exactly what she choses to be, she creates a full 
bodied, precisely detailed characterization so masterfully, so clearly— 
revealing the motivation and thought behind her expression, not just the 
expression itself—that she arouses an admiration so zealous for her it 
grows impatient whenever she traffies with obvious artifice. It is Miss 
Bergner’s penalty for being so good that she is expected to be without 
flaw. 

Though Miss the works in ‘Escape Me Never,’ there are 
remarkably few cioseups of her, maybe because her makeup is not as 
flattering as it might be—revealing a mature and thin-lipped mouth at 
variance with her child-like figure. And maybe because they interrupt 
the smooth flow of the story. Penelope Dudley-Ward, playing an earnest 
English girl who wants ‘to live dangerously,’ is a tall slim clothes model 
in costumes that indicate the British have awakened to glamour fer 
femmes even though they don't know yet quite how to go about cap- 
turing it. 


3erener is 


Bedecked 


All of a sudden this week the Music Hall Glee Club is giving out forma- 
tions with its singing Those once stolid, rooted-to-the-ground chore 
isters step this way, step that way, and make all sorts of geometric pat- 
terns while they warble—looking for all the world like wooden Rockettes, 
only a little less convinced that the last step was the right one. It's a 
Russell Markert production. 

Called ‘Land of Lace,’ and sticking to the title, the stage show sees lace 
in the crisscross of a skyscraper’s steel] framework, which provides the 
background for acrobats Park and Clifford, who do not, however, wear 
lace trunks. Theirs are silver cloth. 

The ballet corps represents ‘Paper Lace,’ some of them sweetly trot- 
ting out from lace paper Valentine nooks which dress either side of the 
stage, themselves dressed in pretty yellow ballet frocks with black lace 
appliqued on their gently bouncing skirts. Their bonnets are black too, 
edged with Jace. Meanwhile, a wide strip of Alencon lace runs diagon- 
ally across the backdrop and a swag of grey shadow lace dips lacily 
from the flies. 

The Rockettes themselves are saved for the finale, which Is called ‘The 
Lace Fan,’ and which employs the girls’ splendid legs as the spokes for a 
sure enough lace fan tableau. The Rockettes pretend to be spokes of 
the fan only while Mario and Floria are dancing their ballroom number, 
memorable for Floria’s nicely swirling prineesse white chiffon and lace 
gown and Marilo’s own unobtrusiveness. Mario is an unselfish ballroom 
dancer and wants everybody to watch his partner. When they finish, 
having revealed some new whirl holds, the Rockettes abandon their 
fan, step ferth in pink leotards with pink tulle juttings and blue lace, 
do invincible stuff, and then stand by while the whole company 
comes baek to look at the fan, which has now folded up to show that 
in back of it all was another fan, a Fragonard, wi.h three living pictures 
niched in It. 

Costume Designer Montedoro’s silhouette, for singers Giersdorf Sisters 


in Lace 


their 


and Nita Carol, is form-fitting all the way down to the knees, but there 
it zooms 
Mostly Slacks 
‘Ked Morning’ tells of a Portuguese maid, who, as something of a Joan 
Lowell, ships aboard her father’s South Sea freighter as second mate, 
gets shipwrecked on various islands, flees savages ih tropical jungles, 


and finds true love for the fadeout. Steffi Duna, impersonating the busy 


sea-going Portuguese maiden, is required to walk up gangplanks and crawl 

in and out of hatches wearing—sinee she is fundamentaliy a saiior— 

white duck sailor’s pants. It so happens Miss Duna does not have the 

lerriere suitable to pants, a fact conclusively confirmed by a 

; cruel came whi elights in catching her from her least—or is it the 
most—impressive ngele After her shipwreck, however, Miss Duna goes 

native amongst the ivagzes and adopts their dress, strategic wrappings 

Tahitian prints whose large floral designs act as sort of camouflage. 

Mi Duna takes the story seriously and is very beguiling ag she tries 

to act it out. Her little Tartar face searches for elusive emotions and 


in her earnestness. She has a pleasant husky 


pretty eurly hair. 


he is very 


voice, ana 


appealing 


cent, and very 
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East 


Chief of Northampton 


Smith college girls—if the shorts 
are not too abbreviated, 

Polly Adler too slight for scrub- 
bing brigade, so she’s put into the 
rug-making shop on the Island. 

Leslie Howard out of ‘Petrified 
Forest’ and no performance for the 
third time. Throat trouble, 


N Y. court rules that Jimmy 


Walker is responsible only for his | 


personal share of the bill run up at 
the St. Francis, 'Frisco, when he 
and a party went out to persuade 
Gov. Rolph to free Tom Mooney. 
Hotel gets judgment for $516.51 in- 


stead of the full $2,079. A. Cc. Blu- 
menthal and Frank P. Walsh have 
already paid their shares, it was 


brought out. 

Lombard C. Jones, managing edi- 
tor of the American Mercury for 
the past two months, blows the job, 
announcing he’s not in sympathy 
with the attitude of the publishers 
toward striking employes. 


Raft of stage stars, m.c.’d by 
Benny Leonard, in a ballyhoo for 
a Times Sy. drug store. 


Fox, Brooklyn, fined $500 for em- 
ploving on bill four children under 
of 


legal age. Harmonica quartet 
boys who made the grade through 
an amnteur contest. S.P.C.C. made 
the complaint. Fine was in lieu 
of 24-hour suspension originally in- 
tended. 

Navy has perfected a voice am- 
plifier which will carry a_ mile. 
Chiefly for use at sea. Navy 
worked with A. T. & T. 

S. L. Rothafel suing RKO for 
$211,404 claimed as due under his 


employment contract for two years 
and 51 days. Got $1,000 instead of 
$2,000 a week the first year and 
nothing the second, he asserts. De- 
ducted $15,500 received from Para- 
mount, $419,500 from Castoria (radio 
program) and $4,000 from the Roxy 
Philadelphia Corp. 

Police plan to 
safety propaganda. Adding painted 
signs to posters. First over the 
Gaiety theatre, with a new one at 
Grand Central. Others to be added. 

Susan Glaspell, winner of the Pu- 
litzer prize with .s‘Alison’s House’ 
(1930) and founder of the Province- 
town Playhouse, threatened to quit 
Cape Cod when state troopers haled 


spread _ traffic 


her into court Thursday (23) on 
charge of blocking roadway while 


the discussed her new book with 
Longston A. Moffett. Court dis- 
missed the charge. 

Open air poetry market in the 
Village nets $23.95. Tops was $5 
and low 15c. 

Francine Larrimore granted U. S. 
citizenship papers Thursday (23). 
Took out first papers two years ago. 

Eileen Wenzel’s suit against Louis 
J. Ehret, Jr., for defacement, a mis- 
trial. A juror pushed one of her 
attorneys away from the jury box 
because the latter was standing in 
the line of vision. 

S. M. Cartock has taken ‘Red 
Swan’ from Boris de Tanko and 
Robert L. Buckner. 

Former Ambassador James W. 
Gerrard urges the use of more pro- 
paganda in films. Speaking at a 
luncheon of the Motion Picture club 
last week. 

Transradio News and its affiliate, 
Radio News, suing the older news 
associations for $1,100,000 in N. Y. 
Chief defendants named are Asso- 


(Mass.) | 
police declares in favor of shorts for | 





Wednesday, May 29, 1935 





TEMES SQUARE 


= =————== 








ba ares 3 6 ee Pre 


+ BE! erecreriat FTI Steer 


Peer FY PP PP REE ee OT Eee Pred dd FEV Tes! Pee tT yg 








News 





From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the 
daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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United Press and In- ; 
ternational News. Charged that/| 
these and individuals named con- | 
spired to keep the plaintiffs off the | 
air. 

Mrs. Harriet Hagman Sebastian, 
former chorus girl, gets $10 weekly 
alimony pending hearing of her 
separation suit against Lt. Harry 
Sebastian. 


ciated Press, 


Julia Hoyt landed from abroad 
on a stretcher. Developed pneu- 
monia aboard ship and now re- 
covering. 

Wife of Enzio Pinza, Met op., 
drops her alienation suit against 
Mme. Rethberg. Stipulation filed 


in state supreme court last week. 

Judy O’Day Rogers, former chorus 
cirl, appeared in an undefended ac- 
tion for annulment of her marriage 
to Haskell Arthur Rogers. Said he 
had promised to supplement the 
civil ceremony with a Catholic ser- 
vice, but later refused. Also told 
her he was a _ stock broker but 
proved to be an elevator operator. 
Referee reserved decision. 


Late Michael Guinan, Tex's 
father, left his entire estate to his 
widow, Bessie. Scheduled as ‘un- 


der $10,000.’ 

Supreme Court Justice Carew re- 
served decision on a motion for 
examination of Ed Wynn _ before 
trial of the $50,000 suit brought by 
his uncle Samuel Greenberg, and 
latter’s wife for the care of Mrs. 
Wynn in ’29-’30. Suit’s against ‘Ed 
Wynn, also known as Isidor Leo- 
pold.’ 

Ernest Schelling contracted for 
3altimore. To conduct an orches- 
tra for adult and juvenile concerts. 

Victor Moore loses his suit to 
have set aside a verdict obtained 
by the Citizens’ Nat. Bank, of 
Freeport, L. IL, for $10,092. Moore 
endorsed a note given the bank by 
the defunct Lights, actors’ club, 
and the bank looked to him for 
payment. Supreme court upholds 
the bank. 

A. R. Allen, manager of Philly 
Symphony, definitely announces that 
the orch will not dally with opera 
next season. 

Father Coughlin grossed about 
$17,000.for his Madison Sq. Garden 
demonstration. Net around $10,000 
according to estimate at $2 top. 

N. Y. Nudists plan Jersey camps 
to lick the new state law. 

Addison Pitt goes to Denver to 
stage Elitch Garden stock. 

Met opera will open Dec. 16 for a 
season of 14 weeks, followed by two 
weeks of touring. John Erskine, 
Lucrezia Bori, Cornelius N. Bliss 
and Allen Wardwell to sit in with 
Edward Johnson in matters of pol- 
icy for next season. 

Long Island cops raiding country 
clubs for slot machines. Say they’ll 
play no favorites. 

Rockaway Beach police pinched 
three men last week who are sus- 
pected of having robbed Oscar C. 
Buck and Cornelius Stapleton, own- 
ers of the Buck carnival, on April 
28. The three men ganged on them 
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ON THE SCREEN 
“Cardinal Richelieu” 


Starring GEORGE ARLISS 


On the Stage—EARL CAR- 
ROLL VANITIES with Mit- 
ehell and Durant—20 Scenes 
Fri.—“‘Murder in the Fleet” 


CAPITOL 


i BETTE DAVIS | 
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MUSIC HALL 


ELISABETH BERGNER 
“ESCAPE ME NEVER” 


ON THE STAGE . “Land of Lace,” 
Russell Markert’s gay fantasy in four color- 
ful scenes with entire Music Hall ensembles; 
and the Symphony Orchestra under the diree- 
tion of Erno Rapee. 


in 
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as Buck and Stapleton were enter- 
ing former’s home there and took 
$500, weekend receipts. 

John Barrymore off on a cruise 
with party including Elaine Barrie, 
his newest protege. Inside intimates 
it’s a press buildup for a forthcom- 
ing Broadway booking with Miss 
Barrie as his lead, 

Referee in the divorce case of 

Edward Fowler against Gladys 
George recommends that a divorce 
be granted. Court usually okes ref- 
ree decision, 
U. S. Customs court again up- 
holds the contention that tourists 
ean bring in $100 worth of liquor 
by paying only the excise tax. 

Exhibition, at N. Y. College of 
Pharmacy includes a machine for 
telling McCoy blondes from the 
peroxides, 

Joseph Schildkraut has bought 
stage and screen rights to “‘Tomor- 
Is a Holiday,’ by Leo Perutz 


row 
and Hans Adler, now current in 
Vienna. Will show it here early 
next season. 

Harry G. Sommers, who _ has 


handled every revival by the Play- 
ers since inception of the idea in 


1922, will miss this one. Called to 
Grand Rapids by illness of his 
sister. 


American Mercury smacked for 
$300 for a story on La Guardia or- 
dered from Dennis Lynch, but not 
used or paid for. Ed. objected to 
some criticism of Gov. Lehman and 
held up the check. 

Indepencent (8th Av.) subway 
padlocks turnstiles. Large enough 
to permit two thin passengers to 
get through for a jitney. 

Lunt and Fontanne off the road 
with ‘Taming of the Shrew,’ but 
not through with it yet. 

License Commissioner Moss 
through with ‘trials’ of applicants 
for burley licenses.: Will announce 
decision this week. 

State Industrial Commission cites 
-83 more cafe owners for using 
women as hat check and cigarette 
girls after 10 p. m. 

Panic at a carnival 
tawney township, N. 


in Pisca- 
J.. when 


later in a schoolhouse and caged 
without casualties, 

Brock Pemberton has closed for 
London productions of ‘Personal 
Appearance’ and ‘Ceiling Zero.’ Gil- 
bert Miller has a piece of ‘Personal’ 
with Jack Waller in on ‘Zero.’ 

Sacha Guitry to do a one-nighter 
here, June 6, under Gilbert Miller. 
First local appearance since ’26. At 
the 46th Street. 

Excitement in Boston, where it 
is reported the spirit of the late 
Philip Hale is sending spirit mes- 
sages to his wife. 

Nellie Ryan, a trained nurse, took 
an auto driving lesson last Sunday. 
Hit four. 

Another stickup around the Sq. 
Youth got $29.80 out of Childs’ at 
109 W. 42d street, 

S.P.C.C. urging stricter control of 
children at nabe spots. Maybe a 
special section for children where 
they will be safe from degenerates. 

Monte Carlo Ballet Russe to ap- 
pear with Philadelphia, Cleveland, 
Cincinnati and St. Louis Symphony 
orchs next season. lLead-off will 
be in Phila., Nov. 12-16. 

N. Y¥. Legit Code Authority ap- 
proved the National Theatre idea 


at its meeting Saturday (25). 
Named Brock Pemberton, Marc 
Heimann, Wm. A. Brady, Frank 


Gillmore and Philip Wittenberg to 


go to Washington and push it 
along. 

Emergency Relief reports that 
around 500 musicians have been 
given weekly employment to en- 
tertain approximately 48,000 in 
N. Y. area. 


Sam H. Harris has his brand on 
‘Sing Before Breakfast,’ farce about 
the show biz. John Murray and 
Allen Boretz wrote it. To get a 
summer tryout. 

Having gotten rid of some poems 
at from $5 to 15c, Greenwich Vil- 
lagers now holding an open air art 
show. One artist offers a still life 
for a chest of drawers. 

Supreme court decided that the 
NRA codes are illegal and unen- 
forable. Decision made on appeals, 
and covers all industries, 

Bars went up against 
suits yesterday (Tuesday). 

Fifth avenue merchants starting 
early to have the St. Patrick’s pa- 
rade rerouted for next year. St. 
Patrick crowds do not patronize 
Fifth avenue stores, 

Winter Garden to have an in- 
visible orch pit and a fan curtain. 
Curtain gag was used at Koster & 
Bial’s in ’85. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner to do ‘Can- 
dida’ in White: Plains. Her first 
major stage assignment, 

Broadway Productions, Inc., sells 
to Anglo-American Renters, Ltd., 
four feature musicals. Three to be 
made here and one in England. 

Sympathizers with the pickets in 
| front of the Cohan theatre organ- 


breach 





| ized a snake dance. Pickets pinched 


and 50 dispersed. Last Monday. 
Lucrezia Bori elected one of the 
directors of Met. Op. In recognition 


lioness got loose. Taken 20 minutes ] 


of her efforts on behalf of the Met 
organization. 

M. H. Aylesworth champions free 
speech on the air, but vetoes prop- 
aganda in a report to the advisory 
council of NBC. 

N. Y. State Labor Dept. reverses 
itself and will permit hat and cigar- 
et girls to work after 10 p. m., pend- 
ing report of the Fair Wage Board. 

Roxy theatre to get first choice of 
all G.-B. films. Some 16 on list. 





Coast 


Max Reinhardt instructed his at- 
torney to enter denial to press re- 
ports that he had married Helene 
Thimig, actress. 

Acting on petition of Harry Ban- 
nister, L. A. court issued order for- 
bidding Ann Harding, his ex-wife, 
from taking their 6-year-old 
daughter out of the state pending 
legal action over the child’s cus- 
tody. 

Lillian and Edna Rainen, dancers, 
awarded $200 damages against L. A. 
Railway company for injuries re- 
ceived when a woman fell on them 
when the bus lurched. 

Dave Gould, dance director, 
awarded interlocutory decree of 
divorce on ground that his wife de- 
clined to accompany him to the 
Coast from New York. 

Engagement of Robin Annesley to 


Billy Wilson, soloist with Ben 
Bernie, announced in L. A. 

John Warburton, English film 
actor, residing in Agua Caliente 


awaiting a quota number for re- 
entry into this country. 

Anna Andre, film player, to wed 
Rian James, writer, when latter’s 
divorce becomes final in April of 
next year. 

Lawrence Hazard, scenarist, filed 
cross complaint to divorce action of 
his wife, Inez Hazard, stage actress. 

Immigration inspector sent word 
to Greta Garbo that if she wants 
a permit to reenter U. S. after her 
trip to Sweden, she’ll have to come 
down and get it. Garbo wanted the 
permit delivered to her home. 

Melville Brown, picture director, 
divorced in L. A. and settled $15,000 
in cash, a house and lot in property 
division, 

Miles Friedman, cartoonist, ar- 
rested in L. A. on complaint of Na- 
dia Norman, film player, that he 
attacked her. 

Hugh Lofting, English writer of 
children’s books, filed notice in L. A. 
of intention to wed Josephine 
Fricker, nurse. 

Mother of Russ Columbo recover- 
ing from heart attack, but news of 
her son’s death still being kept 
from her. 

T. O. Jevne, film writer, sued for 
divorce in L. A, 

Edith Waldron, films, received se- 
vere facial injuries in auto crash 
when a driver fell asleep at the 
wheel. 

Babe La Moine divorced in L. A. 
from Robert Stevenson. 

Traffic injuries in L. A. sent the 
following writers to the hospital for 
treatment: Milton Raison, William 
Drake, Harold Buchman and Beth 
Lewis. 

Eddie Conrad, actor - writer, 
granted divorce in L. A. from 
Marion Eddy Conrad on testimony 
that she spent most of her time 
learning to fly. Also that since 1928 
she bought furs and jewels costing 
$30,000, which his income didn’t 
warrant. 

L. A, city prosecutor issued com- 
plaint against Lou Daro, wrestling 
promoter, charging that he over- 
crowded Olympic auditorium 200 
beyond its capacity. 

Press reports that she would wed 
Errol Flynn, Irish actor, were de- 
nied by Lily Damita. 





Nix on Sundays 





(Continued from page 53) 


later come up for final disposition 
by referendum. 

Council, which mulled Sundays 
for some time, recently split 11-5 
on whether Sundays should be put 
up to the members at all. Those 
in favor won out. 

The election Monday resulted in 
the regular ticket winning by a wide 
majority. While the vote was 565 
against 183 for the independent 
ticket put up the Actors Forum 
(younger group) there was no 
doubt that there is a determined 
minority faction within the organi- 
zation, 

Whether the group will further 
develop has not been indicated. It 
managed to elect half a dozen can- 
didates to the Council last year 
but when attempting to name can- 
didates on the regular ticket this 
spring was sharply beaten. Ex- 
planation is that the last two meet- 





ings were better attended than the 


annual session last season. There 
were 900 present at the Astor Mon- 
day, some being ineligible to vote. 


Orderly Meet 


Meeting progressed in rather 
orderly fashion, which was surpris- 
ing to the officers, who expected 
conflicts with the Forum leaders. 
However, in the later stage of the 
session, friction arose and the 
meeting was declared over by 
Frank Gillmore after a motion to 
adjourn had brought a chorus of 
noes from the Forum contingent. 

Loud speakers were used during 
the meeting and several news- 
papermen waiting outside for the 
result heard pretty much all that 
was said. The expected scrap over 
the way the ballots were sent out 
started when Philip Loeb and Sam 
Jaffe, Forum's speakers, questioned 
the constitutionality of the vote. 
They argued that the regular 
ticket should not have been sent 
out in advance of the indie slate, 
which was put to a disadvantage 
since those ballots cast by mail 
prior to the second ticket could 
not be withdrawn unless such mem- 
bers attended the meeting. Forum 
felt that both tickets should have 
been distributed together. 

Loeb demanded what section of 
the constitution prevented a second 
ballot being sent out to take pre- 
cedence over the first. Gillmore, 
after declaring there was ‘no 
thought of cheating anyone out of 
their constitutional rights,’ and 
adding: ‘I accuse the opposition of 
inconsiderate action by delaying 
their petition’ for an independent 
ticket, turned the chair over to Paul 
Turner, Equity’s attorney. 
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Latter referred to section seven 
of article three in the constitution 
as an answer to the queries, but 


when pressed admitted that his rul- 
ing against a new ballot being sent 
out was based on his own interpre- 


tation. 
Jaffe thereupon charged that 
Turner was passing the buck. 
Brady’s Argument 
Principal proponent for Sunday 


shows was William A, Brady, who, 
though a manager, retains member- 
ship in Equity. Principal opponent 
was Charles Dow Clark. 

Brady said: ‘I appeal to you for 
fair play for the good old theatre. 
The theatre declined during pros- 
perity, and is on its last legs. But 
evidence is that people want the 
theatre back in the tank towns, lL 
say Actors Equity should give it a 
try. It’s going to mean something 
to the actors, stage hands, musi- 
cians and the perpetuation of the 
American theatre.’ 

Another in favor said: ‘We don’t 
need to worry when the day of rest 
is to be. I think we have been rest- 
ing five years too much.’ 

Leo Curley, secretary, spoke for 
the 11 members of the Council who 
thought Sundays should be given a 
trial, 

‘The actors are still in control of 
the situation,’ he said, and believed 
trying Sundays under certain condi<- 
tions the solution, since the situa- 
tion could easily be altered if such 
performances were later ruled off. 


Actors’ Angles 

Yet there is a material percentage 
of actors unalterably opposed. One 
such said: ‘When the smoke clears 
away, the actor will not receive a 
penny for Sunday shows.’ 

That expresses the under!ying 
sentiment of actors generally, who 
feel that there is a gimmick in the 
Sunday thing. 

The 10 new members to Council 
and three replacement councillors 
are: Walter Abel, James Bell, Hum- 
phrey Bogart, Beulah Bondi, Eliot 
Cabot, Alexandra Carlisle, Pedro de 
Cordoba, Edward Fielding, Priestly 
Morrison and Blanche Yurka. Re- 
placements were Helen Broderick, 
to serve until 1937; Ernest Glenden- 
ning, to serve to 1936; and Kenneth 
MacKenna, to serve until 1938. 

Leaders of Equity’s administra- 
tion cleared the decks in expectae 
tion of a hot session. It was known 
that the Forum would protest the 
manner in which the independent 
ticket ballot was sent out. 

At Equity’s office it was stated 
that the fault was that of the spon- 
sor of the indie ticket. Usually the 
ballots are mailed out six weeks 
after the nominations. This time it 
was claimed the administration fig« 
ured on an opposition ticket and 
waited eight weeks before sending 
out the ballots, That was three days 
before the Forum filed its ticket. 

For that reason and the expecta- 
tion of other controversial issues, 
it was decided in advance that the 
president’s report would be cur- 
tailed, members being told that it 
would appear more fully in Equity’s 
monthly house organ, so that more 
time could be devoted to new busi- 
ness, Likewise the treasurer's re- 
port was given in brief. 





























— 
By Jack Osterman 
Hello Frisco 
Talked to Frisco last night, not 
long distance...Joe. He just re- 
turned from a night club date at 
Houston...Texas, not the street. 


Asked him who owned the spot and 
he told us the Yanks and the Cubs, 
Every night a bus load of partners 
would drive up. He also stuttered 
that he is living at the Park Central, 
but if things don’t pick up it'll be 
vice versa. 

On his arrival here Joe found that 
Frank Farnum was breaking in a 
new landlord, and that there hasn't 
been «a Xmas tree 
Dave's Blue Room since he’s been 
back. When asked how long it has 
been since he’s heen on the Coast, 
Joe declared, ‘Since I made ‘The 
Gorilla’ they told me I couldn’t stay 
away too long.’ We came to the 
conclusion that the only reason Joe 
isn’t in pictures is because Lubitsch 
and Goldwyn, combined, are the only 
two who could afford him...he’d 
stutter other companies into bank- 
ruptcy. His parting words were, 
‘Understand they’ve made a new 
rule on boats. In cast of disaster, 
every passenger has to sign a pledge 
to save a sailor.’ 


Of Thee ! Sing-Sing 


Sid Cohen reports about a trip he 
made to Sing-Sing to visit one of 
the guests, 

A new arrival was put in a cell 
with a guy who was doing 30 years. 
The 30-yearer asked his cellmate, 
‘How long you in for?’ and the kid 
replied, ‘18 months.’...‘Then why 
the hell are you taking off your 
shoes?’ hollered the other guy. 








College Rhythm 
And speaking of the big house, 
witnessed a ball game up there the 
other Sunday. One of the boys had 
on his sweater, Graduation. ..1950. 





Good Policy 
Headline...‘HITLER TO DRAFT 
WOMEN FOR WAR!’ 
If it’s good enough for Hitler, it’s 
good enough for them. 





New Trio 

Bumped into our old Winter Gar- 
den librettist, Harold Atteridge, and 
asked him if it’s true that he, Jimmy 
Hanley and Arthur Swanstrom were 
going to write and produce a new 
revue, 

Harold answered, ‘Yeh. We're 
going to call it ‘Three Men on Cain's 
Horses.’ 





Vas You Dere, Sharlie? 


Cliff Hail, who runs a cafe in Ja- 
maica between Jack Pearl’s prom- 
ises, showed us a lovely cigaret case 
the Baron gave him. We said, ‘Nilce 
of Jack to give you that at the end 
ef the broadcast series.’ Cliff re- 
plied, ‘What do you mean—a broad- 
cast present? I got it two years 
ago last Xmas!’ 





Possible 
Harry Rose, Broadway's Seventh 
Avenue Jester, wires to say that 
since amateur hours the price of 
songs has increased 50%. 





Now It’s Stores 


Shavo (Durante Ted Lewis) Sher- 
man phoned us the other morning 
and asked if we would appear for 
the opening of a drug store. As 
much as we needed a bromo seltzer 
we stayed in bed. But Dave Vine 
cut his act down to three counters. 





Ostermania 


Attended the dinner given by the 
unions to one of their head men, 
Vincent Jacobi...Boros Morros was 
toastmaster, so told him he was the 
only man in the union who speaks 
proper English...he used the gag... 
Bob Randall, Bob Fisher and Leon 
Flatow havea new act, called the 
‘Three Public Enemies’...swell title 
for the critics if the act doesn’t 
click...Jack Pasternack, who leaves 
for the Napanoch Country Club this 
week, was interviewing talent. 
Asked one girl ‘How tall are you?’ 
and drew the reply, ‘Five feet with 
heels, five feet four with regular 
guys’...Many a summer social di- 
rector can’t direct traffic...Zeppo 
Marx is doing swell in Hollywood 
as an agent...he must know talent, 
he quit acting...stooges now sleep 
in the box and wake up in time for 


the act they work for...and we still | 
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believe that life begins at 40.. 
we'll lay off eight more years. 
Are you waiting? 


Wednesday, May 29, 1935 


Tm Tellme You 


+ 


sold in front of | 











Leew Lowdown 
(Continued from page 5) 


Bernstein's 


Nick Schenck 


income 


while 


tional 
share is 14% 
914 C7 


surplus 


rete 


The option agreements give Thal- 


berg, 


mon at 
$40. This offer expires in 1939. 
Fernstein is given the right to buy 
50,000 shares on the same terms and 
so far, statement disclosed, has 
availed himself of the privilege to 
the extent of 13,890 shares. No in- 
dication that the Mayer trio has 
purchased any securities, but Rubin 
and Mayer have the right to take 
50,000 apiece and Thalberg the right 
to purchase 100,000. 


While Loew's said salary and 
bonus data is ‘omitted at this time,’ 
the Bernstein salary figure was re- 
vealed in the copy of his personal 
service contract filed as a supple- 
ment to the registration application. 
Similar contract regarding Mayer, 
Thalberg and Rubin was included, 
but did not throw light on their 
fixed salaries, 


Financial Structure 


The Loew’s application pertained 
to permanent listing of $8,715,000 
worth of 15-year 6% gold deben- 
tures out of an authorized issue of 
$15,000,000; 136,722 shares of $6.50 
cumulative preferred, 1,464,205 
shares outstanding, and 250,000 
shares unissued of no par common. 
Statement showed the liability of 
the outstanding cumulative pre- 
ferred is $12,920,229 and that of out- 
standing common, part of an au- 
thorized issue of $40,000,000, is $36,- 
576,580. 


While statement said that no in- 
dividuals or corporations have as 
much as 10% holdings of company’s 
securities, Loew’s revealed’ that 
Nicholas M. Schenck owns 1,817 
shares of common; Bernstein, 13,- 
890; David L. Loew, 500; Edward A. 
Schiller, 500; Leopold Friedman, 
secretary, 3,412; Isidor Frey, assist- 
ant sec., 300; Charles C. Moskow- 
itz, assistant treasurer, 300; Len 
Cohen, assistant treasurer, 100; H. 
Helborn, assistance sec., 100; Ru- 
bin, 2,000; William A. Phillips, di- 
rector, 2,000, and David Warfield, 
also a director, 7,000. Rubin also 
holds 250 shares of preferred. 


The statement shows Loew’s owns 
outright 83 subsidiaries and is part 
owner of 43 others in addition to 45 
more domestic and foreign com- 
panies, part of the Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer corporate set-up, about 
which no details were made public. 
M-G-M Co. was shown to be own- 
er of 57 of the various subsidiaries. 


Pathe’s Salary Dope 


Salary dope was made public in 
similar statement filed by Pathe re- 
garding registration of 251,853 out- 
standing and 7,886 unissued shares 
of Class A preference and 950,926% 
outstanding, and 123,94344 unissued 
shares of common, 


Stewart W. Webb, president, who 
stepped down in the reorganization, 
drew $20,800 last year in salaries 
and as additional compensation has 
options to purchase 5,700 Class A 
shares at $12 and 24,800 common at 
$2. Arthur B. Poole, vice-president, 
was listed at $15,600 per annum, 
and T. P. Roach, secretary and as- 
sistant treasurer, the third highest 
paid officer, is down for $4,300. 


Only holders of 10% or more of 
Pathe securities are Broseco Corp. 
oz Newark, N. J., which has 10.66%, 
or 1,804 shares, of the company’s 
8% cumulative preferred, and the 
voting trustees who hold 12.4%, or 
2,097 shares of the same type of 
securities, Arthur B. Poole is listed 
as owner of 20 shares of the cumu- 
lative preferred; Charles A. Stone, 
director, of 100 shares of Class A; 
Theodore C, Streibert, director, of 
15 shares of cumulative preferred 
and 100 A; Charles B. Wiggin, di- 
rector, of 10 common. Frank F. 
Kolbe, new president of the outfit, 
owns none of the firm’s paper. 

Pathe is 100% owner of seven 
subsidiaries, Pathe International 


Corp., State Theatre Co., Australa- | 
sian Licenses, Ltd, *athegrams, | 
Inc., Pathe Studios, Inc. Pathe 


Sound Studios, Inc., and Pathe Co. 
Its capital structure includes au- 
thorized issue of $10,000,000 worth 
of 10-year gold debentures, of which 

500 are outstanding, and 30,00 
shares of 8% cumulative preferred 
of which 16,909 are out, with a lia- 
bility of $804,300, 


e100c 
$1,996 


BEMES SQUARE 








Mayer and Rubin the right to | 
buy a total of 200,000 shares of com- | 
prices ranging from $30 to | 





i) 


Inflation 


Pitch n 
plays a si 


‘Ties 6c each- 


an on Broadway @i 
zn reading 
4 for 25c.’ 


Heckheimer Disharred 
Pending His Appeal 
Qn Arson Conviction 











of con- 


niving to burn his Lake Placid, New 


Being convicted up state 


York, cottage for the insurance, and 


sentenced and one-half to 
three in Dannemora 
Harry Saks Heckheimer, New York 


theatrical lawyer, was automatically 


to one 


years prison, 


disbarred and he stopped practice 
last week. However, he secured a 
certificate of reasonable doubt and 
is at liberty under bail of $2,060, 
pending an appeal. 


Joseph E, Shea, former vaudeville 
agent, and the two men who fired 
the house were given suspended sen- 
tences. All three pleaded guilty. It 
was disclosd that three days be- 
fore the alleged arson, an additional] 
$7,000 in insurance was placed on 
Heckheimer’s place, that policy, in 
the name of his mother-in-law, 
making a total of $17,000 insurance. 
If his conviction stands this in- 
surance will not be paid. 





Friars’ Penthouse Gym 
Construction starts this week on 

the Friars Club’s gymnasium, one 

floor of the penthouse clubrooms in 


the Hollywood theatre building. 
New York. It will cost around 
$4,000. 


Club has already opened its new 
terrace grill and card room. Latter 
is claimed to be the only open air 
kibizter track in the country, 





Nudist Stripped 


Rochester, May 28. 


Enactment of anti-nudist bill at 
Albany put a crimp in plans of W. W. 
Newcomb for opening a flesh camp 
this summer. He launched one two 
years ago; but it languished when 
feminine element declined to join, 
even at reduced rates or free. 

This year gals were said to have 
been signed in advance. 
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VARIETY 





LOBSTER REPRIEVED 


Marine Nourishment Spot Gets | 
Stay in Move Notice | 
Recent order handed down from | 
|} receivers that all tenants on the | 
Criterion-Loew’s New York prop- |} 
l erty must vacate premises by June | 
15 to permit razing of structures | 
|and rebuilding, does not apply to | 
|the Lobster, old sea food eatery | 
| located on site in 45th street, which | 
gets an additional sixty days 
Restaurant is the only exception 
made among lease-holders. teason | 
for extension is i :at the proprietor | 
held out for his lease rights, which 


permit the stay. After time allowed 
elapses Linz & Fuchs must seek a 
new location. 





STOCK BURLEY 
OKE IN OHIO. 
TRY MICH. 





28. 
Matt Kolb, whose stock burlesque 


Canton, O., May 


in its second month at the 
Opera 
unit with 35 people this 
week at Romona Park, Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich., 
Associated with Kolb in the 
venture is Art Moeller. 

will inelude George 
Nixon and Sans and 
Bob Ferguson, comics; Ray Kolb, 
bass and characters; William De- 
shon, straight and baritone; Ernie 
Holder, tenor and characters; 
Frank Blyler, second tenor; Billy 
La Tour, dancer; Margo Bush, in- 
genue; Ward Sisters, dance team; 
Jeannett and Hardy, specialty 
dancers, and the Crescent Trio, in- 
strumentalists. 

Dolly Allen, who has been direct- 
ing the chorus work of the local 
company, moves on to the-new unit, 
using sixteen girls. Raymond Le- 
roy succeeds her here. 

Additions to the local company 
are Loretta Martin, Vivian Proctor, 


is now 


Grand house here, is open- 


ing a No, 2 


for a summer season. 
double 


Personnel 
Broadhurst, 


and Andy Anderson. William 
Clark, veteran burley treasurer and 
manager, became local manager 
this week. 





‘VARIETYS’ AMUSEMENT GUIDE 





For show people as well as laymen, this Guide to general amusements 
in New York, first inaugurated here in 1926, is revived and published 
weekly in response to repeated requests. 
its judgment in the various entertainments denoted. 

No slight is intended for those unmentioned, as text will be switched 
The lists are of Variety's compilation only, and as a handy 

It may serve the out-of-towner as a time saver in selection. 


PLAYS ON BROADWAY 

Current Broadway legitimate attractions are completely listed and 
commented upon weekly in the Legitimate Section. 

In that department, both in the comment and the amount of the gross 
receipts of each show will be found the necessary information as to the 
most successful plays, also the scale of admission charged. 

FILMS ON BROADWAY 

Similarly, the new pictures in the Broadway first runs and combina- 
tions are covered weekly in the reviews, the film gross boxoffice story 
and the standing box on Page 4, which indicates the new films for next 


weekly. 
reference. 


week and the week after. 


BEST NEW PICTURES THIS WEEK 

R. C. Music Hall—‘Escape Me Never’ (UA). 
HOTCHA AND CLASS NITERIES 
Cotton Club, Dickie Wells’ and Ubangi in Harlem, Village Barn and 
Nut Club in the Village, and King’s Terrace in Times Sq., are sufficiently 
heated for the hectic nocturnal addicts. 
sicians’ hangout and very hotcha in the wee a, m. hours. 


Village also has a number of new 
revive the sector. 


and divertissements. 


Any number of Times Sq. side-street dialecteries are also good diver- 
sion if yearning for ‘different’ type of atmosphere. 
Montmartre and the Bal Musette are in that category. 
Moneta’s are still worth a trip downtown. 
tertainment like E! Chico in the Village, and Havanese, like the Cubana- 
can in the Spanish sector of Harlem; also El! Bolero in the Village and 


El Toreador on W. 110th. 


Smarter east side (mostly) spots include the new Versailles, an ultra 
room, which right now is doing a big business (Harry Richman); 
Morocco, House of Lords, Jack and Chartie’s, Club New Yorker, the new 
Stork Club, Normandie, Mon Paris, Chateau Moderne, all fave oases. 

Rainbow Room in Rockefeller Center has Ray Noble opening there 
Eddy Duchin’s music at the C. P. Casino 


Friday (1); the St. Regis hotel; 


getting a bie play; 
the Hotel Pennsylvania, are among 
| New 


weather. 


French Casino’s ‘Folies Bergeres’ revue is etill a big cabaret money- 
new starters, Jack Dempsey’s chop house is doing o.k. 


getter. Of the 
Paradise and Hollywood among the 
has c 


old Palais Royale. 
weather and a new 


Best to just browse around 4th and 
Equally hilarious, Eddie Davis’ saucy songs at Leon & Eddie’s and the 
mauve-decade gang-singing at Gay 90’s are surefire for lively diversion 


the Savoy-Plaza, Joe Reichman’s dansapation at 


Rockefeller Plaza restaurant also o.k., especially with the warmer 


me to Broadway with the opening of Connie’s Inn on the site of the 
Ben Marden’s Riviera is hot again with the warmer 
Ear! Carroll revue, 


VARIETY lends the guidance of 


Famous Door is the fave mu- 
Greenwich 
hot spots that are doing much to 
7th avenue. 


Mimi's Faubourg- 
Mori’s and 
Authentic Flamenco en- 


EI! 


the smarter supper hooferies. 


outstander mass cabarets. Harlem 


| patronized strictly by 





BWAY EATERIES 
SOCKED BY 
STH AVE’S 


Broadway restaurant owners are 


ashes. The east 


York, 
the 


in sackcloth and 


side spots of New formerly 
class mi- 
of the city, have ap- 
parently stolen the ‘rabbie’ as well 

If anybody's eating west of Fifth 
avenue, 20 odd restaurateurs who 
owned dineries in the Times Square 
sector up until the past two weeks 
didn’t see them. That’s how many 
chow spots have folded in the last 
fortnight from customer malnutri- 
tion. 

While the majority of the fade- 
outs were the smaller restaurants 
and grills. a few that folded rep- 
resented sizeable investments. Es- 
pecialiy Harry Cooper's, the White 
Horse Tavern and the La Salle, 
Latter two were established spots, 
especially the prohibition-era White 
Horse. Cooper's was comparatively 
new, 

Explanations for the low eating 
rate on Broadway are varied, but 
they can’t adequately explain the 
west side doldrums for the prices 
are no higher west than east of 
Fifth avenue, and the same amount 
of people still pours into the 
Square nightly. 


B’way in Chain Gang, 
2,600 Letters Biting 
In at a Buck a Nip 


Dollar chain letter gag spread like 
gravy on a white vest in the Times 
Square area during the past week, 
Estimated that at least 2,000 such 


chain letters hit district between 
40th and 50th streets in less than 
seven days. 

Official cognizance of the higher- 
priced letter’s sway was taken by 
Loew’s, order going out from com- 
pany’s offices to all house managers 
in greater metropolitan area for-. 
bidding employes to participate, 
Pointed out that it took too much 
time away from Loew workers’ 
tasks for the circuit, and left the 
definite hint that participation 
would lead to dismissal. 

Department stores, with hundreds 
of employes enthused over the idea, 
also were hit by official edicts, 


nority now 











Portland, Ore., May 28. 
Chain letter racket ended in the 
burg like a pricked balloon, with 
arrest of 30 chain brokers who had 
done a roaring trade for a week. 
Chief profit was derived by scores 
of public stenographers who worked 
overtime writing the sucker mis- 
s'ves, 





MARRIAGES 


Helen Marlowe, film stand-in, to 
Lester White, cameraman, May 26. 
in Hollywood, 

Margaret Speed, portrait artist, to 
Lowell Farrell, assistant director, 
May 22, in Hollywood, 

H. M. Feeley, sales manager of 
Chicago office of Free & Sleininger, 
station rep outfit, to Sara Chase 
Franklin, May 9, in Chicago. Bride 
is known as Anna Chase in radio, 

Violet Doolan to William Clark, 
at Canton, O., May 20. Bride is from 
Chicago, a non-pro; he ig manager 
of Grand Opera House, Canton, 
Matt Kolb burlesque company wit- 
nessed ceremony, 

Pauline Marks to Howard Thurs- 
ton, Harrison, N, Y., May 24. Bhe 
assists the magician in his act. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ted Fio Rito, son, 
at Mercy hospital, Chicago, May 11, 
Mother a non-pro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh A. L. Halff, 
son, in San Antonio on May 8, 
Father is manager of station KOAI, 
San Antonio. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Kercher, 
son, on May 18 in Chicago. Father 
is salesman with the Chicago office 
of Ed Petry company. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Santell, 
daughter, May 24, in Los Angeles, 
Mother is the former Jane Keithley, 
film actress. : 

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Whelan, gon, if 
Hollywood, May 25. 
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Broadway 


Mable Wayne back from London. 

Carl Freed’s poisoned mitt had a 
relapse. 

Jack Barry and his dentist in con- 
ferences. 


John Flinn flew to Los Angeles 
Friday (24). 

Bernie Simon moved office to 
West 42d street. 

Gene Geiger back on Broadway 


after a year’s hiatus. 

Frank MecGrann all set in apart- 
ment with a terrace. 

Jack Curtis left Monday 
his annual to Europe. 

John R. Andrew back in the per- 
sonal management biz. 

Sam Beckhardt, the ticket broker, 
lost his mother last week. 

O. V. Johnson resigned as biz 
rep of International Photographers. 

Depression scene: Two femme 
bootblacks playing the Bond Bldg. 


27) on 


Katherine Brown, eastern story 
editor for RKO, back from the 
Coast. 

There’s already a new cafe on 
West 46th street called the Nor- 
mandie. 

Zac Freedman invited to speak 
before the journalistic class at 
N. Y. U 


‘Harry Bedell, of the Miller the- 


atre b.o., celebrated 50th birthday 
Saturday. 
Leslie McLeod, ex-legiter, now 


pro and g.m. of the Larchmont C.C., 
Mamaroneck. 
eohnnie Phillips 
Frankie and Johnnies 
Venetian blinds. 

Roy Renard, singing juve, signed 
by Paramount for three shorts to 
be made in east. 

Carl Hoff celebrated his eighth 
wedding anniversary by purchasing 
a country place at Rye, N. Y. 

Abe Cohn back after piloting ‘Life 
Begins at 8:40,’ which folded for 
the summer to resume Labor Day. 

Sountess Olga Albani exits from 
the airways for two weeks June 2, 
and hikes off to Hot Springs, Ark. 

Harold B. Franklin’s son, Elbert, 
is learning the film biz, starting in 
the cutting dept. on the Metro lot. 

George Sidney, L. K.’s son, and 
Mrs. Agnes Dobson, Ned’s mother, 
got in from the Coast Monday (27). 

Bill Fields handling out-of-town 
publicity for ‘The Old Maid.’ John 
Peter Toohey is the New York p.a. 

Blanche Yurka, signed through 
Leah Salisbury for Metro’s ‘Tale of 


dolled 
with 


up his 
green 


Two Cities,’ departed for Coast same 


day. 
Charles Waldron, who's’. been 
trouping with Katharine Cornell for 
the past five years, to the Coast by 
auto. 

RKO home office is cuh-razy for 
chain letters. Ditto the Loewites, 
with much wampum claimed re- 
ceived. 

Jean Arthur comes in from the 
Coast today (Wednesday) for a 
two-weeks’ visit, then back for 
more film work. 

Bob Reud, St. Moritz p.a., is re- 
cuping in the North Carolina mts. 
Harry Sobol and Ferris (Ted) Hart- 
man are subbing meantime. 

Allen Rivkin’s ‘Knock on Wood’ 
play opened last night at the Cort 
and he returns to Hollywood and 
his Fox contract today (Wed.) 

Sedano (and Mabel Swor), the 
dancer at the LaRue, is noted for 
his spaghetti sauce and some big 
interests are going to market it in 
cans. 

If Bert Acosta has his license re- 
stored, he'll join the Pangborn- 
Nichols-Chamberlain air troupe, 
which Ed Hart and Phil Wirth are 
piloting for fairs. 

The Westchester kids have taken 
to piling into station wagons and 
driving to the hotel roofs and road- 
houses en masse that way for their 
nocturnal hoofery. 

Maria De Kammerer’s spring ex- 
hibit of oils includes portraits of 
Margaret Perry, of ‘Ceiling Zero,’ 
and Laurence . Riley, author of 
‘Personal Appearance.’ 

Pat Fitzpatrick and Bob Kerr, 
Gene Austin’s aides, set what may 
be a non-pro auto record to the 
(cast in traveling the distance 
from New York in three days. 

Bob Howard, formerly treasurer 
of the Times Square theatre and 
more recently with Mulrooney’s 
alcoholic beverage control board, 
now with Mike Jacobs’ ticket outfit. 

Mark Hellinger’s barbershop tip- 
ping scale, $1 for a shave, $2 for 
haircut and $5 to the manicurist, 
makes him the top customer in the 
Broadway tonsorial parlor he pat- 
ronizes. 

Phoney 10’s and 20’s have the 
Broadway restaurant and theatre 
cashiers so jittery that the minute- 
ness with which they examine the 
bilis for possible spuriousness irks 
many a customer. 

With the mobs laying low, the 
Broadway barbershops and other 
haunts, which thrived on catering 
to that type of gentry, are suffering 
proportionately. They were among 
the best spenders. 

Paramounter Jack Knight, Jr., 
was handed the Distinguished Ser- 
vice Cross for heroism exhibited at 
St. Mihiel, France, in 1918. Con- 
gressional okay responsible for de- 
lay up until May 18. 

Georgie Coyle, champ fiyweight 
Golden Glover and Music Hall 
usher, gives an exhibition for em- 
ployees at opening of Hall’s roof 
playground May 31. 

Thespians of the Warner Club 
here entrained for New Haven May 
25 to entertain members of local 
Warner Club with production of 


at the Roger Sherman 
Jack Heksin directed. 


‘The Brat’ 
theatre. 

The Bob Colliers bought them- 
selves a car and will drive back to 
Hollywood leisurely before taking 
on a new film connection. Collier 
was last with Lord & Thomas in 


New York before resigning last 
week. 

Boris Morros and Louis K. Sid- 
ney will replace Eddie Cantor, 


who’s on Coast, as chairmen of the 
committee for June Night Frolic, 


benefit for the Jewish National 
Fund, at the Yankee Stadium 
June 19. 


Harry Cooper’s restaurant has 
folded after tough sledding since its 
opening several months ago, and 
Pomerantz, upper Broadway restau- 
rateur, is invading the Times Sq. 
sector on the site of the former 
LaSalle. 

Thomas J. Phillips, prez of the 
Burlesque Artists Association, was 
beefsteaked -Monday midnight at 
the Palace grill. Henry Bergman, 
Bill Halligan, Joe Laurie, Jr., Eddie 
Chester and Jack Osterman alter- 
naied as m.c.’s. 

An idea of how the smart nitery 
bunch goes for the east side spots 
only is the contrasting big biz by 
Helen Morgan when at the Ver- 
sailles, and the tepid takes current- 


ly at the Normandie. They just 
won't come west. 
Charlie Pettijohn copped the 


Class B plaque of the Westchester 
Country club tournament Sunday 
(26) and Charlie Pettijohn, Jr., 
took the Class A prize, with scores 
of 67 and 69, respectively, after 
reduction of the 14-point handicap 
to father and 1 point to junior. 

Maestros Dick Himber and Emil 
Coleman are 40 and 44 pounds 
lighter, respec. Himber did it for 
the sake of a Paramount short 
which required trimmer physique, 
and Coleman just figured it would. 
improve his health, Latter via diet 
and Himber pounded it off via 
equestrianism and Turkish baths. 
Advance sale for the Carnera- 
Lewis fight to be held at the Yan- 
kee Stadium June 25 is claimed to 
have already equaled the total gate 
for the McLarnin-Ross match, es- 
timated takings for which were 
around $200,000 prior to the fight 
at the Polo Grounds last night (28). 
Heavyweight show is expected to 
approximate $400,000. 

Billie Burke Ziegfeld and her 
daughter, Patricia, were guests of 
honor last (Tuesday) night at the 
dedication of the Patricia Lounge 
at Loew’s Ziegfeld theatre, N. Y. 
Dedicatory program went out over 
station WHN direct from theatre as 
part of regular weekly broadcasts 
from 11:30 to midnight in the 
lounge. 





Paris 


By Bob Stern 





Dick de Rochemont to London. 

Syd Clarke back from visit home. 

‘No, No, Nanette’ back at the Mo- 
gador. 

Dr. Eric Salomon, invisible pho- 
tog. here. 


‘Breadway’ revival opening at 
Madeleine. 
John McCormack and Dusolina 


Giannini here. 


M. Lafon of Comedie Francaise 
hurt in auto smash. 

Percy Athos’ show opening at 
Juan-les-Pins Casino. 

‘Trial of Oscar Wilde’ reaching 
100th performance at Oeuvre. 

Epstein’s Russian ballet booked 
at Varietes for Grande Saison. 

Lily Pons getting an ovation at 
her Paris Opera debut in ‘Lucia.’ 

Baron Maurice de Rothschild giv- 
ing dinner for Mrs. W. R. Hearst. 

New quota plan reported being 
cooked up in ministry of coinmerce. 

Lisa Duncan trying dance come- 
back here in ‘Orphee’ at Opera 
Comique. 

Atelier troupe going on tour after 
Paris closing of Aristophane's 
‘Birds’ revival. 

New talker version of Maurice 
Dekobra’s ‘Madona of the Sleeping 
Cars’ planned. 

Ohio American Legion band to 
play in military band contests dur- 
ing Saison de Paris. 

Fox publicity dept getting good 
reception in French press for F. L. 
Harley, new chief here. 

Henry Kistemaeckers named 
president of International Federa- 
tion of Authors’ Leagues. 

Rottembourg and Goldin, local 
czars, reported about to take over 
management of Folies Bergere. 

Roger Vitrac’s ‘Demoiselles du 
Large’ signed by Charles Dullin for 
production at Atelier next season. 

Mistinguett reported set to open 
next season at Porte-Saint-Martin 
in operetta by Albert Willemetz and 
Maurice Yvain. 

Suzanne Fisher, American so0- 
prano, getting six curtain calls at 
end of first act of ‘Butterfly’ at 
Opera Comique. 

Isolas reported signing up _ to 
locally produce the circus show that 
Erik Charell is putting on in Lon- 





don and Billy Rose in New York, 


By Edward Asswad 


Fouada Hilmi back from Syria. 


Brigitte Helm spent a few days 
here. 

Om Kolsoum, singer, now touring 
Palestine. 

Salma Pasha, singer, off to Syria 
for disc recording. 

Youssef Wahbi touring Syria, Le- 
banon and Palestine. 

Flora Robson travelled through 
the Valley of the Nile. 

Mimi Sidawi and Souad joined 
the Beba troupe at Alexandria. 
Gamalat, dancer, performing at 
the Bosphore Music Hall in Cairo. 
Palestinian dancer Victoria Mos- 
salam scoring success in cabarets 
there. 

Maurice Kassab, Ali Abdel Azim 
and Mostafa Wali back from 
Europe. * 

A medal has been conferred upon 
Sami Chawa, violinist, by the King 
of Italy. 

Badia Massabni and Nadira back 
from Tunis and Algiers after a suc- 
cessful tour. 

Tahia Carioca, Naeema, Lida and 
Isabelle with Ansaf and Ratiba’s 
troupe at Cairo. 

‘Love Tears’ starring Mohamed 
Abdel Wahab, will be produced in 
aris and Cairo. 

Ibrahim and Badr Lama, promot- 
ers of Condor Film Co. in course of 
producing a film, 

Hakki Chalabi has been sent by 
the Iraq Government to Paris to 
study the theatre. 

The Egyptian films ‘Shagaret el 
Dor’ and ‘The White Flower’ pre- 
sented in Jerusalem. 

Bryman’s Revue, Duo D'Any- 
Lilla and Horways Trio at the 
Pyramid Music Hall. 

Aziza Emir, Egyptian star, formed 
a theatrical company to operate in 
Printania theatre at Cairo. 

Om Kolsoum has signed a con- 
tract with Misr Company for star- 
ring in a film entitled ‘Wedad.’ 

Cav. Dalbagni, manager of Al- 
hambra theatre at Cairo, showing 
the Russian Ballet, successfully. 

Ahmed Badr Kahn has been en- 
trusted with the production of 
‘Wedad,’ featuring Om Kolsoum, 

Cinema Oases in Heliopolis near 
Cairo has issued tickets including 
travel fare by metro and entrance. 

Akeela Rateb, first singer in Ali 
Kassar’s troupe, confined to bed and 
has been replaced by Latifa Nazmi. 

Kit Kat”? Pes Pts Roes+ 
siliano, Andre Zim, Sisters Feodor- 
off and Harry Kingston, Alexander 
and Ethel. 

Kuther back from Syria, after 
completing her role in the film, ‘In 
Balbeck Temples,’ produced in Bey- 
rut, Syria. 

Togo Misrahi has completed his 
film ‘Hamido the Sailor’ featuring 
Fawzi Gazayerli, Amina Mohamed 
and Ihsan Gazayerli. 

St. James and Rex Cinemas in 
Cairo now included in the chain 
managed by Raissi Brothers, pro- 
prietors of Royal and Metropole. 

Negative of ‘The Defense’ has 
been sent to Youssef Wahby from 
Rome, upon his request, as he in- 
tends to print the positive copies in 
Egypt. 

Ministry of Education studying a 
project submitted by a leading local 
film company for producing a pic- 
ture dealing with tourism entitled 
‘A Trip to Egypt.’ 


Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 








Wirth’s Circus going on the road, 

Ken Hall, Cinesound, back from 
America. 

Rolls’ revue success is the high- 
light in Melbourne biz. 

Sunny Brookes in charge of band 
at Palais Royal, Sydney. 

‘Roberta’ (legit) doing best Syd- 
ney biz. Daily mats a rule. 

Yehudi Menuhin booked for 25 re- 
citals in Australia under Taits. 

W. J. Douglas, ga... of Fullers, 
leaves this week via the Far East 
for England and America, 

On 18th week ‘One Night of Love’ 
(Col) grossed an estimated $8,000 at 
the Liberty, Sydney, 650 seater. 

Phillip Lewis presenting a- short 
run of ‘The Green Bay Tree’ at Sa- 
voy, Sydney, with Harvey Adams 
featured. 

Betty Lorraine booked with Sunny 
Brooke’s band at Palais Royal, Syd- 
ney. First American femme to de- 
but here, 

Two of Sir James Barrie's stories 
in pic form, ‘What Every Woman 
Knows’ (MG) and ‘Little Minister’ 
(Radio), went fioppo in Sydney. 

Tom Holt, back from New York, 
arranging the early presentation of 
‘Anything Goes’ for F. W. Thring. 
Show. will premiere in Melbourne. 

W-T will do another Gilbert and 
Sullivan season in Australia. Leads 
are coming from London, with Ivan 
Menzies featured. Premiere listed 
for Melbourne. 

Fox Movietone has presented the 





Commonwealth Government with a 
complete film record of Prince 








Henry's local tour. Pic goes into cold 
storage in the national archives, 

Sir Ben Fuller is o.o.’'ing New 
Zealand. May try for a vaude re- 
vival in that territory. His son, A, 
Ben Fuller, returns from Melbourne 
to take charge of the Sydney office. 

Cinesound studios are on hire to 
indie producers for quota pics, Fol- 
lowing Ken Hall's return from 
America, Stuart Doyle stated that 
pic work may again be proceeded 
with, but only with either American 
or British leads. Doyle said b.o. 
names badly needed for local pics to 
stand a chance abroad. 


Panama 


By Bea Drew 








Leonora Hinds rehearsing a show 
to play the colored clubhouse. 

E. J. Fiske, head of the broad- 
casting system in Australia, visiting 
here. 

Hotel Astor, one of the oldest 
night life spots in Colon, is up for 
lease. 

Alma Barne s left for Costa Rica, 
where she will sing at the National 
Opera House in San Jose. 

‘Three Contreras,’ Argentine 
dancers and musicians, at the Bal- 


boa, film house. Will play all the 
Canal Zone theatres. 


Eddie Cantor and daughter Mar- 
jorie were stop-over visitors. Also 
Nullally Johnson and daughter 
Nora; Claudia Craston, short story 
writer, and Felipe Sussone, Spanish 
playwright. 

Moulin Rouge new line-up featur- 
ing Virginia Casas, Maria Luisa 
Sanchez, Carmen Lara, Helen Lane, 
Martha Jimenez, Maria Lara, Julia 
Lara, Sisters 8, Sylvia Henderson, 
Dora Vivaner and Trixie Kennedy, 

Atlantic in Colon has a new bunch 
of troupers. Mimi Soto, rumba 
dancer, who has just returned from 
Europe; Marina and Chelo, from 
Spain; Bob Lowell and Aero Aces, 
adagio dancers; Delphine Heimert, 
prima donna; Marceline Marlowe, 
Margery Tottem, Ernistine Potter 
and Lenora Brown. Billy Moss is 
the new m.c., 


Berlin ‘ 


‘Treasure Island’ (MG) at Mozart- 
saal. 

Zoppot outdoor theatre opening 
in June. 

Maria Cebotari 
formdlickers, -o ..., eee 

Only two operettas on the Berlin 
boards currently, 

Singers tuning up for various 
summer festivals. 

‘Lauf ins Glueck’ 
well at Metropole. 

‘Zigeunerbaron’ still holding strong 
in the West End. 

Hagenbeck’s did best spring busi- 
ness here in years, 

‘Die Insel’ at Homoedienhaus 
looks good for summer. 

Agnes Straub still at the Komce- 
die with ‘Spielerein einer Kaiserin.’ 

Elisabeth Dischinger left cast of 
Wildenbruch’s ‘Die Rabensteinerin’ 
for summer, 

Willy Fritsch, Kaethe Gold, Ari- 
bert Waescher and Fita Benkhoff 
well in ‘Amphitryon.’ 

Liszt’s school days will be filmed 
by FDF with Hans von Wolzogen 
directing his father's piece, 

‘Krach in Hinterhause’ at the 
Schiffbauerdamm looks like another 
‘Krach um Jolanthe’ for longevity. 

‘Lumpacivagabundus’ opened well 
in Deutsches Theatre with Marie- 
luise Claudius, Karin Evad, Heinz 
Ruehmann, Wernicke and Skoda. 

Sir Eric Phipps, British ambassa- 


deserting opera 


still drawing 


dor, sponsored English amateur 
presentation of Lonsdale’s ‘The 


Last of Mrs. Cheyney’ for the bene- 
fit of the Nazi ‘Mutter und Kind’ 
charity. 

Friedrich Wischmann’'s 
im Sturm’ away to good 
Staatlichen. Schauspielhaus 
Friedrich Kaysler, 
Elsa Wagner, Franz 
Guenther Hadank. 


‘Stimme 
start at 

with 
Koppenhoefer, 
Nickisch and 





Moscow 


By Zakhary McLove 





Arthur Schnabel, German pianist, 
concerti: here. 

Gordon Craig, English stager, 
left for Vienna, after a prolonged 
stay in Moscow. 

A cinema to accommodate about 
6,000 people is to be built here by 
the Moscow Film Trust. 

Count Alexis Tolstoy finished the 
scenario of ‘Peter the First,’ which 
he handed over for production to 
the Leningrad Film Trust. V. Pe- 
trov will direct. 

Ervin Piscator, German director 
now residing in Moscow, has been 
invited by the Group Theatre in 
New York to direct ‘Brave Soldier 
Shweik’ and ‘Floridadorf.’ 

Boris Shumiatzky, head of the 
Soviet Film Trust, accompanied by 
a number of Soviet leading mem- 
bers of the film industry, off to 
Europe and America to study the 
latest achievements in the film in- 
dustry. 


London 


Benn Levy off to Hollywood. 

Kay Francis here from Paris. 

Ruth Feiner has nervous break- 
down. 

Esco La Rue taking an elocution 
course. 

Beverley 
for a month. 

Herman Felner has resigned from 
Gaumont-British. 

Palladium returning to straight 
vaudeville June 10. , 

‘The Dominant Sex’ sold for pro- 
duction in Scandinavia. 


Nichols going abroad 


Isobel Elsom doing ‘Orange 
Lights’ by Jack Celestin. 
Cc. B. Cochran telephoning to 


Elisabeth Bergner in Venice. 
Muriel Martin-Harvey divorced 
her second husband last week. 
Diana Napier hearing her fiance, 
Richard Tauber, sing at Queen's 
Hall. 
Herbert 


srenon is producing 


‘Honors Easy’ for B. I. P. at Wel- 
wyn studios. 
Hildegarde in the British Inter- 


national epic starring Henry Hall, 
BBC maestro. 

Anton Edthofer, 
studying English 
Mason in Ryde. 

Library deal for new Drury Lane 
show is $100,000 spread over a period 
of four months. 

Leon M. Lion reducing upstairs 
prices at the Playhouse to 25c com- 
mencing May 20. 

Betty Kean rehearsing for the 
Vera Dunn part in Charles Coch- 
ran’s ‘Anything Coes.’ 

Two managements bidding for the 
services of the Four Franks for 
Christmas pantomime, 

‘Barnet’s Folly’ closed quietly at 
the Haymarket after three months, 
with no successor billed. 

Frank Reynolds, partner of Ed- 
ward Stirling, spending first holi- 
day in 15 years in London. 

Gary Leon and Marcia Mace do- 
ing a straight ballroom reutine at 
the Savoy hotel and clicking. 

Jack Buchanan is. making ready 
for his next British & Dominions 
film, ‘Come Out of the Lantry.’ 

Kate O'Brien's novel, ‘The Ante- 
Room’ has been dramatized by 
Geoffrey Comer and William Carot, 

Betty Potter walking out of 
three months’ contract in ‘Hervey 
House’ because she didn't like the 
part. 

Ernst Toller, German playwright, 
marrying Lili Christiane Grantoff, 
18-year-old actress, in London next 
week, 

Jules C. Stein taking a look at 
Radio Luxembourg while over on 
a short looksee trip on the Con- 
tinent. 

Freddy Schweitzer, of the Jack 
Hylton outfit, first of the locals to 
do Raymond Baird's dual sax play- 
ing bit. enn = eeutta ot: ors 


Reinhardt star, 
under Captain 


Biggest English date pook among 
American acts belongs to the Four 


Franks. Kids are lined up til Feb. 
17, 1936. 
Biggest reception in years was 


given to Art Frank on his debut in 
England at the Holborn Empire sec- 
ond show. 

Removal of Charles Woolf's pic- 
ture and office furniture from Film 
House attracted attention in Ward- 
our Street. 

P. G. Wodehouse rewriting script 
and lyrics of ‘Anything Goes’ for 
English production. Practically set 
for the Palace, 

‘Golden Arrow’ first play by 
Sylvia Thompson, novelist, in col- 
laboration with Victor Cunard, re- 
places ‘Viceroy Sarah’ at the 
Whitehall, May 29, after a week's 
tryout at Oxford. 

‘T'll Take the South,’ unpublished 
American number featured over the 
air here by Jack Jackson, Dorches- 
ter hotel leader. Five English pub- 
lishers bid for English rights and 
Irwin Dash won. 


Budapest 


By c. P. Jacobi 


Anne Roselle here, 

Spring Industrial Fair 
success of recent years, 

Joe Pasternak, head of Univer- 
sal’s local production unit, off to 
discuss future plans in Hollywood, 

Tickets selling well for recitals 
and events of ‘Budapest June Fes- 
tival,’ to take place for the first time 
this year, 

llona Titkos did not bargain for 

a fortnight of influenza when she 
went vacationing to Dalmatia. On 
her way home, recovered now, 
Laszlo Bus Feketo has completed 
a new play, ‘Mariora,’ vehicle for 
Marika Roekk, with music by 
Brodsky. To be produced next sea- 
son, 
‘Kighty Mile Speed’ 
year’s success record. Played five 
months solid at Kamara theatre, 
closing after 150th performance. 
Will reopen in fall. 

‘Franz Liszt’ picture now being 

shot at Hunnia Studios. New com- 
pany, Antila, producing, with pure 
Aryan cast for the German version 
and mixed for the Hungarian. Heinz 
Hille directing. 
Ministry of Interior, highest au- 
thority for film affairs, undergoing 
important changes. Department to 
which film affairs belong has a new 
executive head, Levente Kadar. 
President of film censor board is 
Alfred Szolossy. 


greatest 


holds this 
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Brian Dunlevy planed in. 
Jean Arthur left for Broadway. 
Stan Meyer back to Milwaukee. 


wey. 
Gabe Yorke to the Fox conven- 
tien, 

Dan Kelly joins the player scouts 
@a st. 

Herb Aller 
acrewy. 

Tom Baily 
Francisco. 

Lucy Beaumont hit 
Broadway. 

Mary Carlisle personaling in San 
Francisco. 

Bernard Newman 
New York. 

New Santell 
bara Jane. 

Janet Beecher vacationing on sis- 
ter’s ranch. 

Ramon Novarro 
Paramount. 

Irving Briskin named prez of Co- 
Jumbia Club. 

Neville Reay resigned 
publicity staff. 

Gilbert Seldes being 
Charles Chaplin. 

George Brent on 10-day plane va- 
cation to Mexico. 

Kegina Crewe quartered 
Beverly Wilshire. 

Mnglish colony started its cricket 
seuson last week. 

Harry Vinnicof added to ITO 
board of directors. 

Ralph Kohn back after a 
at Col’s home office. 

‘Man Mountain’ Dean personalled 
at Alhambra theatre. 

Charlie Skouras planed 
from Frisco last week. 

Bob Welsh completing a month's 
battlc with the dentist. 

Jay Lloyd, former Metro actor, is 
operating a used car lot 

ind Zabel n film statistician for 
J. J. Sulliven at F-WC. 

Allan MacDonald opened his own 
casting office for extras. 

Leona Roberts being 
Trich in Us’ at Warners 


has gone handball! 


vacationing in San 
town from 
on jaunt to 
baby tagged Bar- 
personaling at 
from Col’s 


hosted hy 


at the 


briefie 


to and 


tested for 


Victor McLaglen staged a benefit | 


circus for his playground. 


Claudette Colbert has her arm in| 


a sling. Muscular trouble. 

Rouben Mamoulian east to attend 
premiere of ‘Becky Sharp.’ 

Pen Piazza has finally gone on a 
diet. Ditto Col. Jack Moss. 

George Raft went for a new car 
and a uniformed chauffeur. 

Louis Greenspan has left Univer- 
sal's publicity department. 

Arthur Kober left for New 
and will write a play there 

Ben Lyon being tested at Univer- 
#al for. “Magnificent Obsession.’ 

Ted Healy trying to make Jack 
Robbins listen to his new ditty. 

Harry Hervey and Anne Morrison 
Chapin off Paramount wtiting list. 

Bert Lytell renewing friendships 
after six years away from the Coast. 

Those hirsute adornments on 
Henry Wilcoxon have finally come 
off. 

Margaret Sullavan spent her 
birthday ih the portrait gallery at 
Par. 

Richard Dix congratulated on his 
twin sons by an East Indian poten- 
tate. 

Mark Kelly, Examiner sports ed, 
off to the east for a month’s vaca- 
tion. 

Manny Seff and Warners talking 
a new deal. Seff vacationing in the 
east. 

Bob 
berth with F-WC 
here, 

Former Par writing 
Sidnéy Salkow, back from 
way. 

George McManus forced to cancel 
passage to Hawaii due to sudden 
illness. 

Ken Dailey, Frisco theatre booker, 


York 


Doman gets new publicity 
first run-houses 


contractee, 
Broad- 


looking for picture names for per- | 


sonals. 

Mrs. Frank Tuttle 
short of La Chine, Russian 
dancer, 

Nat Levine and Wallace MacDon- 
ald back from their story huddle in 
Hawaii. 

Harry Ruby gave a baseball bat 
to Sid Silvers’ three-week-old 
daughter. 

William Seiter brought in ‘Or- 
chids to You’ day and a half under 
schedule. 

Albert and Harold Stetson back 
to Arizona after confab here with 
Milt Arthur. 

Wenry Hathaway took ill on the 
set of ‘Peter Ibbetson,’ but was back 
the next day. 

Maxine Reiner, new Par conitrac- 
tee, announced her engagement to 
Joe Myerson. 

Woody Van Dyke scouting loca- 
tions in the north for the next Joan 
Crawford opus. 

Jack Dillon, with 
and booker, pulled out 
cago convention, 

Ida Cantor in from 
nurse Eddie fuoiiowing 
ation last week. 

Charles Melson, m.c. 
here eight years ago then we 
is back in town. 

Charles Lederer acting 
ant to Irving Thalberg f 
Brothers picture, 

Mike 
San Fernando 
fecond major op. 

Clive Brook bac} 


producing a 
ballet 


salesmen 


Fox Chi- 


two 
for 


York to 


iatter s oper- 


New 


started 
nt east, 


wii 


is fas}st- 


© 


valley after 


Nella Walker back from Broad- | 


Marx | 
Newman recuperating at his | 


‘The ° 





Dressmaker’ after being out two 
days with a cold. 
| William Pine moved into Tom 
| Baily’s office at Par. Baily goes into 
| Cliff Lewis’ cubby. 

Josef von Sternberg covered 8,000 
miles by air in nine days and spent 
two days in Havana. 

Earl Bailey, manager of Warners 
Philly Uptown, and the missus 
guested by Dick Powell. 

Arthur Sheekman and _ Gloria 
Stuart moved to a new house, with 
a nursery, in Brentwood. 

Alan Hale took his daughter, 
Karen, suffering from injured spine, 
to a show in ambulance. 

Movie-of-the-Month club gave a 
citation of honor to David Butler 
for directing ‘Little Colonel.’ 

Nick Colman, of Par’s publicity 
department, back in the hosp for an 
op. his second in four months. 

Russell Gleason planed in from 
New York to help his dad, James 
Gleason, celebrate a birthday. 

Sam Mintz addressed the USC 
motion picture class last week on 
story construction for pictures. 

Lucille Gleason, first president of 
Dominos and incumbent since 1930, 
succeeded by Mrs. Arthur Byron. 

Sally Hilers and Harry Joe Brown 
planning Luropean jaunt as svon as 
they're settled in new Bevhills home. 

Fox Westcoasters club hopped at 
Hot«! Ambassador, following dinner, 
at which new officers were inducted. 

Franz Ullstein, former publisher 
of chain of German mags and news- 
papers, giving Hollywood the look- 
see. 

Feldman-Blum agency and Al 
Kingston quit Hollywood for Bev- 
hills and the county strip respec- 
tively. 

Jack Francis of Fox publicity de- 
partment confined to his home for 
the next six weeks with an internal 
ailment. 

tadio had to find extra large size 
wedding ring to fit finger of Paula 
Stone in filmusical scene aiter ac- 
tress had slammed auto door on the 
digit. 





Stroudsburg 
By John J. Bartholomew 

Hal Kemp one-nighted. 

Mickey Maguire’ returned 
Teddy's Tavern. 

Webb Cook and his Venctians re- 
opened Yarrick’s Summer Hof 
Brau. 

Ringling Bros, 
‘Barey will 
June 6. 


and Barnum. & 


mer 
Delaware. 


Co. getting an early season’s start 
at Buck Hill Falls Inn. 

Newly reopened Stroud theatre 
started right out with a three-night 
amateur contest together with 
duals. 

First month of night baseball 
taking it on the chin from the 
weather man, and it’s a good break 
for the theatres. 

Governor Earle will appoint the 
Queen who will reign over the col- 
lege Princesses for Laural blossom 
time in the Poconos. 

Deer Head Inn started off with 
Jimmy Applegate and his band; 
Clearview Rest has Bill Melick and 
his Red Jackets; Ray Wahl stays 
on at the Kresge hotel, and the 
Commodores are playing at Penn 
Hills Tavern. 


—— 





Boston 


By Maxwell Fox 


Nitery biz, in general, booming in 
Hub. 
Vivian Fields back 
Train. 
Ina 
ponies, 
Howell Cullinane back in news- 
casting. 

Bob Benchley’s son doing 
night spots. 

Bert Hensen on leave of absence 
from Keith Boston. 

Maurice Wolf back after 
because of lame back. 

Bob Freeman just got his cross- 
country pilot’s license. 


at the Blue 


Ray Hutton following the 


the 


layoff 


collaborating on a play. 

Belle Livingston looking for a 
summer spot on the Cape, 

Alyce Siemens resting up with the 
family in Seneca Falls, N. Y. 

Jack Goldstein flying to Holly- 
wod on his vacation early in June 

Cocoanut Grove going in for pro- 
ductions. Show changes every two 
weeks, 

Horse races at k 
ing Sunday film biz better than Sat- 
urday’'s. 

Friars club 
ton Ad l 
| Monday 

Elliott 
gage for 
+) re ot » HAY 





zxolf outing and Bos- 
annual dinner held 


off tne ] 

theatre 1 
p nyard belt. 

Frank Cilduff having 

clock and a 

like a 


with his alarm 
that tars him 


to | 


Paula Shay will resume her sum- |} 
theatre at Shawnee-on-the- | 


Rose Bampton of the Met. Opera 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Theatre biz in bad May slump. 

Move on to establish city zoo. 

William Green here ahead of 
Rubinoff. 

Excelsior Amusement Park 
opened for season. 

Midget auto racers in meet at 
State Fair Grounds. 

Merle Potter, Journal movie edi- 
tor, back from Hollywood. 

‘Miss Aida’ added attraction on 
Orpheum mezzanine currently. 

Art Johnson now running The 
Plantation, suburban night club. 

Orpheum only local house to call 
attention to NVA benefit in its 
newspaper ads, 

Ben C. Marcus, Columbia ex- 
change manager, recovering from 
injuries sustained in auto accident. 

Walt Disney’s Mickey Mouse 
drawings on exhibition at Univer- 
sity of Minnesota ‘Little Art Gal- 
lery.’ 

Genevieve Nagele to sing lead- 
ing role in initial civic opera, 
‘Robin Hood,’ at Lake Harriet, city 
park. 

Quitting stage shows, W. A. 
Steffes’ Alvin theatre is playing a 
sex picture before closing for the 
summer. 

Richard Arlen told local Variety 
club members at luncheon that ‘lousy 
pictures make lousy actors and 
lousy theatre managers.’ 

Franklin Amusement Co., local 
indie chain, expanding further with 
construction of 600-seat theatre at 
Owatonna, Minn. giving it 10 
houses in all. 

‘Romance Road,’ musical comedy 
written by Prof. E. G. Killeen of 
University of Minnesota music de- 
partment and his son, Albert, hav- 
ing world premiere at U. of M. 

The Variety club’s annual] stag 
here nearly broke up in a row when 
some of the guests discovered that 
the souvenir hats being passed out 
bore a ‘made-in-Germany’ label. 
| Explanations that purchase was an 
| oversight by the entertainment com- 
| mittee, but most of those present 
| refused to wear the hata. 
| Katherine Williams, principal 
| speaker at annual meeting of St. 
| Paul Archdiocesan Council of 
i 
i 
} 





Catholic Women, reported that 
‘Movie producers have admitted 
that good pictures have _ paid 
greater profits and, after all, that 
is their standard of judgment, but 
there are commercial interests which 
are seeking to bring back the old 


in | order -of-things.’ : 
show’ “in ~“Altertrown 7” oa = 





Chicago 


Gardner Wilson ahead of ‘French 
Revue.’ 

Abe Lastfogel atopped off on his 
way to Coast. ; 

Art Kahn guested on the ‘Gloom 
Dodgers’ show. 

Lou Goodkind will be a papa fora 
second time shortly. 

Frank Dare readying for his an- 
nual trip to St. Louis. 

Ray Linton chugging into New 
York for look-around, 

Helen Bell p.a, for the new Jack 
Fine ‘Bandbox Revue’ unit. 

Felix Feist, Metro sales chief, in 
town for the opening gun of the 
new selling season, 

John Ashenhurst has completed 
his novel, and it’s likely to be tagged 
‘Leisure for Repentance.’ 

Ralph Atlass got a general over- 
i hauling last week, having a wisdom 
'tooth yanked and his peepers ex- 
amined. 
| Meryl Friedel handling press work 
for ‘Singing Lady,’ ‘Song of City,’ 
‘Today's Children’ and other Walter 
and Irene Wicker ether atints. 

Jack Hunt, manager of the State- 
Lake, won a _ $1,500 sweepstake 
prize on the Kentucky Derby 
Sweepstake was organized by the 
War Veterans of Indiana, 

Music publishers won a double- 
header last week, whipping Freddy 
Martin’s band, 14-7, and the Stan 
Myers orchestra, 7—5. Pitching of 








Joe Harrington and Joe Dineen | 


Herb Lutz and Harold Weil out- 
standing. 


Marty Simpson minus an appen- 
| dix. 
Don McKinnon takes his first solo 


flight 
Harry Hirtz p.a.’ing six-day bike 





Rockingham mak- |! 


| races, 
Jimmy 
yanked, 


Chalmers 


Sam Morgan’s band into the Hol- | 


i land Inn. 
Bert Simmons 
Ralmyv Beach club 
3aton-wielding 
| building a new cruiser. 


and band 


Gilbert 


om! Yanova and Etta Coles to | 


| a South 


iano at the Prom 
Hienshaw admitting that he 
Margaret Pyke will wed. 
Nelson and = orch with 
Mills, into Silver Slipper. 
vright Merrill Denison j 
U. of Ohio drama festivities 
Mooney here to make 4a lo- 


udg- 


a" Aun 





had hie tonsils | 


into | 
| Mexican 
Watson | 


| Olimpia 
i Cine 





eal film survey for British & Do- 
minion. 

Ruth Allen of the theatre-chair 
tribe and Dave (UA) Axler will 
wed in June. 

Julian Oliver 
with a Paramount 
Spanish releases. 

Johnny Perkins, former Roman- 
elli pianist, now pounding for the 
Campbell Sisters. 


off to Hollywood 


contract 


Westport 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Chapeyev playing a few local 
dates. 

Burton Davis 
Warners. 

Jimmy Donahue 
local landscape. 

zen Washer handling 
the Country Playhouse. 

Harry Wagstaff Gribble 
the Lawrence Langners. 

Dorothy Gish 
turn until middle of summer. 

Richard Connell working on ‘The 
Milky Way’ script for Harold Lloyd. 

Richard Crooks and Mabelle 
Downs slated for a concert at 
Darien, June 27. 

There will be more than the usual 
number of summer theatres in these 
parts from indications. 

Mayor LaGuardia has again leased 
the house he had here last summer. 
Roy Atwell, Phil Dunning and Harry 
Archer are in the neighborhood. 

The Osgood Perkins and _ the 
Tony Miners will summer in New 
Mildford. The Wolfe (VARIETY) 
Kaufmans are summer neighbors. 

Homer Mason and Marguerite 
Keeler, Mr. and Mrs. Philip Dun- 
ning, and Mr. and Mrs. Leo Marsh 
greeting the Hannefords in Gor- 
man's circus. 


Cleveland 


By Glen C. Pullen 


sold a script to 


reviewing 


press 


Clyde Beatty show set here for 
June 9-10. 

Fred Kohler, Jr., former 
opening publicity bureau. 

Midnight NVA show drew 3,100 
into RKO Palace, netting $2,500 for 
campaign. 

Robert McLaughlin planning to 
do ‘Green Bay ‘Tree’ in Players 
Club theatre. 

Chuck Jones, pianist, 
dramatist. ‘Continental 
is his first effort. 
Greenway at Cuitinenat 
Club. Gus Van also to double be- 
tween it and Circle theatre. 

June Leslie, New York actress, 
taking lead in Dr. Louis Bardoly’s 
new drama, ‘Pigs Have Wings.’ 

Twenty-five dollar chain letters 
hitting film row, with promoters 
taking over abandoned niteries for 
headquarters, 

Philip W. Porter, city editor, 
Plain Dealer, and Norval N. Luxon 
are co-authors of new book, ‘Re- 
porter and the News.’ 

Guy Lombardo partied by Harry 
Propper, who took band out of 
vaude and started it at old Clare- 
mont Tent 15 years ago. 


m.c., 


turning 
Sequence’ 


Singapore 


Pear] White passed through. 

Vicki Baum here looking for new 
material, 

Noel Coward here. 
State ball. 

Al Rockett and wife due here on 
world tour, 

Yola and Paul, dancing team, big 
at Raffles nitery. 

Ward Wing started shooting a 
new production here. 

Jack Groves, Paramount's 
ern head, back from Java, 

Harry Gantz and cameraman 
stopped over en route to Bombay. 

Frank Buck ..earing completion of 
his new film, ‘With Fang and Claw. 

Leo Cherniavsky decided to cut 
concert here. Considers Singapore 
not sufficiently musical. 

Joe Fisher entertained Sultan of 
Johore and party at Capitol opening 
of Metro’s ‘Forsaking All Others.’ 

Five Hot-chas, Negro steppers, 
passed through. Will play Capitol 
theatre after return from Java next 
month, 


Entertained at 


East- 


By D. L. Grahame 


Irish illusionist caNing himself 
Li Ho Chang, a hit in the pro- 
vinces { 

Hilario Gonzalez composer 
music, hack from 
residence in the U.S. 

Fu Manchu, magician 
here for a return engageme 
American tour. 
Villarias, actor 
in Hollywood, 
ra season at Teatro 
‘Miiis of tne Guds’ 
and ‘Roberta’ 
Regis most popular 


Mexico Cty 


long 


nt after 


Carlos who has 
here 
("ine 


Arbeu 
iol) at 


(Radio) at 


pics, 


for | 


| 


. | his annual fortnight vacation. 


| 


| 


| Eddie 


| 
| 


for | the 


visiting 
| briefly en 
not likely to re- | Hollywood. 


| 


|} water colors to New 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
and the Mrs. are ack 
in Florida. 

WB artist 

Yor!) 
Joe Feldman off for New 


Bob Senft 
from vacation 


Sam Stern, ld 12 


nas 8o 
cers 


York on 


planed to coast same 
Stanley. 


Velez 

wound up at 
Frank and Helene Stout pulling 

out for a lazy cross-country ride. 

Mrs. Joe E. Brown house of 
the Johnny Harrises for a few days. 

Johnny Perkins returns to the Al- 
vin for a week's stay on Decoration 
Day. 

Milton Slsoser, ex-organist at Ion- 
right, now at the Strand in Okla, 
City. 

Collette Arden and Neil D’'Anders 
tell it to a preacher some time next 
month. 

Gerry Richards has joined up with 
Weitz’s band featured 


Lupe 
night she 


guest 


as 
vocalist. 

Pit crew at the Penn gave Harry 
Hoehle a purse on the conductor's 


the | birthday 


a fish 


of his new 


Bill Scott stocked 
back yard 
Hill home. 
Dick Powell expects to stop here 
route from Annapolis to 


pond in 
Squirrel 


Ira Cohn and the gang pull out 


| this week for the Fox sales conven- 





j 


negie 


tion in Chi. 

Lois Miller singing the lead in J. 
Vick O'’Brien’s one-act opera at Car- 
Tech 

Chuck Nelson quitting ‘Drunkard’ 
to run a summer beer garden with 
Eddie Blains. 

Marion Mason, of the Variety 
chorus all season, joins the Alvin’s 
permanent line. 

Bill Zeilor’s still wearing the tux 
the Skourases bought him in St, 
Looie years ago. 

Helen Donnelly, winding up politi- 
cal job in Harrisburg, going on road 
as ‘Drunkard’ p. a. 

Milt Groudy back 
Wayne theatre job 
Col. exchange here. 

Ted Blake's ork leaving 


Ft. 
with 


from a 
and now 


titz hotel 


ifor an indefinite stay at Auld Grill 


in Little Washington. 

Romo Vincent, once a nite 
fay here, has popped up at the Bilt- 
more Bowl in Hollywood, 

Irwin Weiss transferred by WB 
from Donora to Johnstown as Harry 
Scherer’s assistant at the State. 

Fulton has grabbed off Bergner 
flicker, ‘Escape Me Never,’ to follow 
Will Rogers’ ‘Doubting Thomas.’ 

Henry King begins two weeks in 
Urban Room tomorrow (29), with 
Joe Reichmann’s crew following 
him. 

Jack Bruce’ ork at University of 
Maryland for a house party, return- 
ing here to open at New Penn 
June 5 

Although his bosses) WB, own 
mine had to pick up a couple of 
seats from the specs. 

3ert Stearn and Patsy Parker 
slipped off to Wheeling last week 
and were married at the home of 





Dick Kempner, theatre manager. 


Lian ad 


By Joe Wagner 


Opera in Jamaica Arena 

Joe Herbert at Villa Loma in 
Flushing. 

Renting at 
Rockaways. 

Queens nabes now have bank and 
furniture nights. 

Semi-pro ball teams are making 
money on the Island. 

Charles Schorr at the Commodore 
hotel at Belle Harbor. 

Building boom on Island and 
mostly one-family houses. 

A, Jeanette Williams is directing 
the Jamaica Play Shop troupe. 

The bigwigs are opening more of 
their North Shore estates this year. 

Irving Prince has taken over the 
Park Inn hotel at Rockaway Park. 

Charles O. Carey will produce 
‘Henrietta the 8th’ at the White- 


a fast pace at the 





stone summer haven. 

Haynes Trebor, editor of the 
Flushing Journal, directs the Com- 
munity Repertory theatre. 

Century Circuit manager .atill 
think they are ballplayers, but that 
big game told another story. 


Indianapolis 


By Bill Kiley 





booked | 
organizing | 


eurrent + 


Indiana Roof slated fer s»utters. 

Louie Lowe opening Trees for 
summer. 

Mud and midget racers mixing at 
Butler: Bowl. 

Fan Royse now 
and Howdy nitery. 

Earl Hines playing colored bene- 
fit dance at Tomlinson Hall. 

‘Bright Lights,’ nitery publication, 
moving into smaller quarters. 

Richard Arlen, James Dunn 


managing Tom 


and 


of | Monroe Owsley promised for Memo- 


rial Day race. 
Charles Krebs up from Louisville 
wearing a straw hat on one of the 
coldest days of se 

R, he Mochrie, ol 
copy 


ison. 
Warners in 
of 


town ‘Green 


Lights arm 

j vric electrician. did 
the house 
coming 


of 


at- 


reguiar 


Cine 
tion 
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ee . tse Re oe = vache 
Pascoe at one time owned theatres e e 
at Somerset, El Paso, Texas, and reus eviews 
0 +) U A R | ty ~ Tucson, Ariz. Interment in Somerset. 
5 I ALICE BURNS _ 
Alice Burns, 49, vaude performer, Gorman Bros. Circus 2: Raglan A gig J - # [ite 


E. D. PRICE 

Eleazer D. Price, 86, died in Belle- 
vue hospital, New York, May 24. He 
was for more than 50 years a the- 
atrical manager and advance agent 
and incidentally the first Broadway 
columnist. He was never known 
on Broadway as other than ‘E. D.’ 

He was working on the Detroit 
Free Press when the illness of the 
press agent for John McCullough, 
then one of the leading Shakes- 
perean actors, gave him entree into 
the theatrical business. He re- 
mained with the tragedian through- 
out the latter’s career, and then 
(1885) went to Helena Modjeska and 
later became business mauager for 
Richard Mansfield, both on tour and 
during his New York ventures at 
the Madison Sq. theatre and later 
at the house built by Edward Har- 
rigan and later known as the Gar- 
rick. 

When F. F. Proctor began to 
branch out as a theatre owner, 
Price was selected as his business 
manager, with headquarters at the 
Pleasure Palace, later known as 
Proctor’s 58th Street. He had as 
his assistant Frank J. Wilstach. 

It was during his stay with Proc- 
tor that as ‘fhe Man Behind the 
Scenes’ he originated in the Morn- 
ing Telegraph the first column of 
Broadway chatter regularly to be 
published, and mixed humorous 
items with sly jibes. It was he who 
established the tradition that the 
chorus giri’s breakfast consisted of 
a cigarette and a copy of the Tele- 
graph. 

He continued the department for 
a time after going ’o William A. 
Brady as business manager of the 
Brady offices, newly established in 
the Standard theatre after his ex- 
odus from 1193 Broadway. Later 
on he went to Ziegfeld and a: times 
was with Klaw & Erlanger. 

He had a remarkably easy style, 
a keen sense of humor and could 
write press copy that editors would 
run unaltered because they hated 
to cut it. One of his best quips was 
born when he suffered a slight 
stroke while with Proctor. Mrs. 
Price complained she could find no 
mention in the newspapers. ‘It’s 
probably under the head of Amuse- 
ments,’ he expiained- frorn his. sick 
bed. 

He is survived by his widow, Mrs. 
Olivia Price, and by several chil- 
dren of carlier marriages. 





GEORGE F. ADAMS 

George F. Adams, 82, last of the 
old-time clowns, died in the Hotel 
St. George, Brooklyn, May 26, of 
cerebral hemorrhage. He is sur- 
vived by his widow, two daughters, 
a sister and a brother. He had been 
in retirement since 1916 after seven 
years at the N, Y. Hippodrome. 

The dead man dates back to the 
generation next below Dan Rice and 
his ilk, being more famous on the 
stage than in the ring. The growing 
size of the circus arena deprived the 
clowns of their opportunities to dis- 
play the niceties of pantomime. 
Adams, with the Hanlons, George L. 
Fox, Tony Denier and others, turned 
to the footlights and for many years 
in the late ’70’s and throughout the 
next decade ‘Humpty Dumpty’ 
troupes were almost as numerous 
as the later ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ 
outfits. It was the standard vehicle 
for clowning pantomime until the 
Hanlon brothers -.ed the way to more 
ambitious developments with their 
‘Voyage en Suisse’ and ‘Fantasma’ 
which with ‘The Devil's Auction’ 
and ‘Twelve Temptations’ became 
the forerunners of musical spectacle 
as it was known in the first quarter 
of this century. George L. Fox was 
one of the most famous of these 
clowns, and his show (sometimes he 
had a No. 2 company) was always 
a moneymaker, It led the 10 or a 
dozen companies always current. 

But Adams went back of the 
Humpty Dumpty days. He made his 
first public appearance in London 
with Ashley’s circus at the age of 
five, a pupil of Hubert Meers, head 
of a large circus family of Meers 
and O'’Meers. He came to this coun- 
try in 1870 and in 1872 he was clown 
on the Stone & Murray circus at 
$10 a week. Like all old timers, he 
worked in the leaps and could cover 
eight horses. He was with the Bar- 
num show for a couple of weeks, 
but could not stand the rigid 
strictions of the big show. 

HARRY O. SCHWALBE 

Harry O. Schwalbe, 62, of Bala, 

a Philadelphia suburb, one of the 
pioneers of the motion picture in- 
@ustry, died Tuesday (21) in the 








city hospital, Atlantic City. He was 
taken ill Sunday (19) while a guest 
at a beach front hotel and removed 
to the hospital. Death was due to 
chronic kidney trouble. 

Mr. Schwalbe figured in the first 
million dollar screen contract when 
as secretary-treasurer of First Na- 


tional pictures he signed Mary 
Pickford to a year’s contract at 
that sum. He was one of the or- 


ganizers of First National. 
In 1907, he established the Phila- 
delphia Electric Theatre Supply Co., 
one of the first film exchanges in 
the country. Later, he with several 
associates, became interested in a 
number of early-day picture the- 
atres in the Quaker City. Mr. 
Schwalbe was also one of the or- 
ganizers of the Stanley company. 
He is survived by a brother, Wil- 
liam, and two sisters. 

JACOB W. BLAKE 
Jacob W. Blake, 72, who with 
Charles Lawlor wrote ‘The Side- 
walks of New Yok,’ died in a New 
York hospital May 24 of cancer of 
the stomach. He had written the 
lyrics for numerous other songs, 
but his fame rests almost wholly on 
the song used by Al Smith during 
his campaign. The song was sold 
outright for $5,000. It still has an 
annual sale of about 5,000 copies. 
He had variously done newspaper 
work and served as a salesman. 
He was hit by the panic and in re- 
cent years had been a pensioner of 
the American Society of Authors 
and Composers, though never a 
member of that organization. For- 
mer Governor Smith came to his aid 
when hospitalization became neces- 
sary and had interested himself in 
the veteran before the .. 
A sister and brotiuer survive. 
ASCAP financed the burial. 


JOHN N. SNIDER 

John N. Snider, manager of the 
M. & P. Paramount theatre, New- 
ton, Mass., died at the Baker Me- 
morial Hospital, May 20, aged 51 
years. While Mr. Snider has been 
in poor health for several years, his 
death came as a shock to his hosts 
of friends. 

Mr. Snider was one of the first mo- 
tion picturetheatre owners in the 
United States. He opened the Idle 
Hour theatre in Pittsburgh, Pa., in 
the early days of pictures, on the 
site of the present Stanley Grand 
theatre, For several years he was 
associated with the Aldine theatre, 
Pittsburgh, and later became the 
dramatic critic of the Pittsburgh 
Dispatch, where he remained for a 
number of years. 


CLYDE OSTERBERG 
Clyde Osterberg, 36, organizer of 
Independent Motion Picture Opera- 
tors Union in Chicago, died in Chi- 
cago on May 24 as the result of 
bullet wounds. 


Osterberg had previously been 


attacked but had escaped with 
some scratches. 
Widow survives, Burial in Chi- 


cago. 





ARVID GILLSTROM 

Arvid Gillstrom, 45, film director 
for more than 20 years, died May 
21 in Hollywood, He was planning 
to return to England, where he had 
ben directing when he was stricken. 
Deceased started his picture career 
in 1911 with the Christies and later 
in turn directed at Educational and 
Universal. His last film work before 
going to England directing 
shorts for Paramount. 


was 


ROBERT ELLIS 

Robert Ellis, 42, film actor and 
later art director, died May 19 in 
Hollywood. Up to the time of his 
illness, a relapse from an opera- 
tion, he was with Sol Lesser on 
the George O’Brien western unit. 
His widow, Vera Reynolds, former 
film actress, survives. Cremation 
followed funeral services in Holly- 
wood May 22, 

ROSE B.G “VILLER 

Rose B. Graviller (Mrs. M. D. 
O’Brien), 76, former member of the 
Emma Abbott Opera Company, died 
May 25 at her home in Dallas. Was 
contemporary of Lillian Russeil at 





| 








Tony Pastor's’ theatre. Played 
Nome during the gold rush. Sur- 
ved by twe sons. Burial at Dallas. 
CECIL B. PASCOE 
Cecil B. Pascoe, 58, former owner 
of a chain of motion picture the- 
atres, died suddenly from a heart 
attack while visiting a friend near 
his home in Somerset, Pa., May 19 


died May 25 in New York. 

She was the wife of Sammy 
Burns, now a dance director, and 
was his vaudeville partner in the 
act of Burns and Fulton. Burial was 
in Arcadia Cemetery, Bayside, L, L 


FRANCIS X. BAUR 


Francis X. Baur, 47, for the past 
two years executive secretary of 
Motion Picture Relief Fund, died 
May 21 in Hollywood after brief 
illness. Widow und three sons sur- 
vive. Funeral services and inter- 
ment in Los Angeles May 24, 


HARRIET BURT 
Harriet Burt, 47, best remembered 


as the girl in ‘The Time, the Place 


and the Girl,’ died in Kansas City 
May 22, of a throat infection. 

One of the original members of 
Equity. 


DAN GODFREY 
Dan Godfrey, 42, musical director 
of the Durban (Natal) South 


Africa, municipal orchestra, died in 
South Africa April 23, from a heart 
attack. His father is Sir Dan God- 
frey, the English conductor, 


ELI BOOKEY 
Eli Bookey, 46, part owner of 
Riverview park, Des Moines, died 
May 22 following a three-day ill- 
ness, 
Survived by his wife, one son, one 
daughter and one brother. 





AMIE ALLAIRE 
Amie Allaire, 55, French born 
circus veteran, wag killed in an auto 
accident near Easton, O., May 20. 
Detail in the Outdoors section. 





Mrs. J. E. Ellington, mother of 
Duke Ellington, orchestra leader, 
died at a sanatorium in Detroit fol- 
lowing a prolonged illness. 


Fox-20th-G.B. 








(Continued from page 5) 


coming season to 55 pictures or 
more, and maybe 60. 

Schenck left for -I.ondon. .Friday 
(25) after completing preliminary 
arrangements for the merger with 
Kent. 

Scherck is. understood to have 
flirted with Paramount at one time 
relative to a merger for 20th Cen- 
tury same as has been consum- 
mated with Fox Film. However, 
the thing never got down to formal 
confabs in the Paramount end. 

The various units of U.A. are 
meeting on the Coast this week. Al 
Lichtman, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of U.A., left for the 
Coast yesterday (Tuesday). WU. A.’s 
future continues indisturbed with 
plans for increased production to 
absorb the loss of 20th’s program. 

The remainder of the U. A. lineup 
includes Samuel Goldwyn, Reliance 
Pictures, Charlie Chaplin, Mary 
Pickford, Douglas Fairbanks, be- 
sides Art Cinema and David Wark 
Griffith, 

[Miss Pickford, Goldwyn and 
Chaplin have been huddling Mon- 
day and Tuesday at Pickfair, Bever- 
ly Hills, on the matter.] 

Trade talk lingers on the prob- 


abilities that United Artists’ film 
producing allies in England, such 


as London Films, and the British & 
Dominion Films, may provide a 
foreign sequel to the Fox-20th Cen- 
tury merger, by joining Gaumont- 
Sritish, the Fox ally, in London. 
U. A., however, is figuring on these 
films to round out its program for 
1935-36. 

Another strong ally of Fox Film 
is the Hoyt group of theatres in 
Australia, 


Such foreign angles’ envision 
Fox Film, with the aid of British 
manpower and capital, becoming 


the pivotal or controlling factor in 
a network of British and American 
film producing, distribution and ex- 
hibition firms, such as has not been 
previously known in the trade. 

In a joint statement which was 
issued yesterday (28) by Sidney R. 
Kent and Joseph M. Schenck, Kent 
declared that this merger is not 
the forerunner of any shakeup in 
the Fox organization, but rather a 
rearrangement of the executive 
work in Hollywood and the produc- 
ing work involved to the end that 
they could strengthen their entire 
producing situation still further. 

On Schenck’s return from abroad, 
the statement adds, he and Kent 





will go to the Coast. 


New Haven, May 22. 

The Gorman outfit hit town again 
for its second annual stand and re- 
peated its knockout success of a 
year ago. Maybe the absence of 
any recent flesh fare around here 
helped pull ’em in to this layout or 
maybe it was just the exceptional 
buy that went with a two-bit ticket 


purchase. Whatever it was, they 
jammed the big top at the mat, a 
good-sized crowd was turned away, 
and it looked like a cinch for an 
extra night show. 

Show opened April 20 in Hacken- 
sack, N. J., after wintering in 
Wyckoff, played Pennsylvania min- 
irg towns and hit back through Mt. 
Vernon, N. Y., coming here from 
Bridgeport. It’s headed up through 
New England, and may reach New 
York State, being tentatively set to 
stretch into October. Trick trekked 
about 8,000 miles last year, and will 
approximate that currently. It's 
motorized and can make 100-mile 
jumps easily, despite extra evening 
shows. 

This year’s daily nut has been 
jacked up to $2,000 from last year’s 
$1,400, increase being cared for by 
boost in capacity from 3,000 to 3,500. 
It’s a straight two-bit admish, with 
catch-as-catch-can reserved section 
an extra quarter plus a nickel tax. 
Formerly show spread about 1,000 
service charge ducats at 15 cents, 
but that’s out this year. Averaging 
three shows daily, some spots have 
already required four to take care 
of all the customers, with business 
slightly above last year. 

Show runs about 80 minutes and 
offers a touch of everything from 
wire walking to elephants. Allen 
Foster was supposed to have ar- 
ranged an opening spec, but some- 
thing went sour and show opened 
like a vaude bill. Three Clarkonians 
put on a flying act that was too 
slow as a starter. Their ace trick, 
a somersault over a swinging bar 
to a hand catch, was fumbled on 
first try and they passed up a sec- 
ond attempt. 

Lancaster Trio work on horizon- 
tal bars in end ring, and two 
femmes, Mary Ernst and Irmanette, 
do aerial rope swings. Torelli’s 
dogs and ponies follow for first ani- 
mal act, and include revolving table 
and unridable jackass stunts. 
Horses on next for short routine in 
three rings. Femme duo back again 
for iron jaw turn, then concert an- 
nouncement plugging Rex Cole as 
feature. 

“ay Goody scdTés next. in some 
wire walking, feature being a drunk 
routine sans balancing equipment. 
Clowns have been working through- 
out, but fail to intro a new laugh. 
Aerial femme duo do ladder swings 
and are followed by Hanneford 
Family, with ‘Poodles’ doing the 
clowning. Riders are top billers of 
the show and score easily. Femme 
members of the troupe add an art 
touch by tearing off a few ballet 
steps between tricks. 

Adele Nelson's elephants (3) have 
an entertaining routine which 
finales with a baseball game gag 
that gets a lot of laughs. Six Sen- 
sational Lelands are next-to-closers 
with their teeter board act which 
features a ‘triple’ somersault to a 
cradle catch by femme under- 
stander. Announcer must be a 
short-change artist on the side, be- 
cause there are only two complete 
circuits, no matter how you count 
"em. Ray Goody closes the show 
with a foot slide. 

Wild West show is on for about 
a half hour, and includes riding, 
roping, whip cracking, knife throw- 
ing. etc. It’s an extra dime a ducat. 
Menagerie has a couple of new ani- 
mals this year and sideshow the 
usual thin man, Hawaiian pair, 
magic. Punch, ete. Sideshow oper- 
ated by Mack Kasseow. 

Tom Gorman is owner-manager 
of the outfit, and has with him Har- 
old Corbett as _ superintendent: 
Charlies M. Bowman, legal adjuster; 
Al Gruber, treasurer: Jean Belasco, 
p.a. ahead; Adam Rice, back: Doc 
Leon, front door, and Buck Buck- 
mer, boss canvassman. 

_ Show created a favorable impres- 
Sion here last year—no games, no 
rough stuff—and held that fround 
on its repeat stand. Bone. 


RUSSELL BROS 
. 

Massillon, O., May 24. 
with the larger of the 
motorized circuses and its equip- 
ment among the best The Russell 
Brothers circus suddenly halted its 
eastward trek here and headed for 
the midwest, Substantially enlarged 
this year the show’s spread-on the 
lot is equally as big as some of the 
railroad shows. Big show program 
this season can not compare with 
the 1954 edition, due largely to sey- 
eral of the feature acts leaving in 
recent weeks. the manage- 
ment has made no effort to replace. 
liquestrian Director Fred Ledegett 
does wonders with what little talent 
he has to work with. 

Ontfit is moving on some 70 units, 
majority of which are owned by 
the show. Big top canvas, although 


Ranking 


So far 





a senson old, is in good condition 





three 30's and the menagerie, a 70, 
with three 30's. By crowding, the 
main top will hold 4,000, all with the 
exception for a few blues on each 
end reserved. Prices range from 
15 cents to a half buck. The show 
does not parade, but hits the down- 
town streets for several hours with 
a flashy sound truck bally. 

There are many veteran showmen 
around the Russell show, with all 
departments capably manned with 
executives of years with the major 
whitetops. L. Claude Myers has an 
excellent band which gives the pro- 
gram the punch it lacks from short- 
age of talent. The show opened at 
Rolla, Mo., April 12. 

Program opens with the custom- 


ary tournament, then goes imme- 
diately into the swinging ladder 


number, done by Bee Morris, Irene 
Ledgett and Grace Romig; Bucking 
mules, Carl Roming and Bert Fred- 
ericks; Liberty ponies by Hazel 
King and Frank Miller. Bert Dea.o 
contortion and Dalbeanie on an un- 
supported ladder. Alfred Connor is 
spotted here with his back slide, 
which is followed by a teeth slide 
by Violetta Connor; Elizabeth Roo- 
ney in the center ring, presents a 


good principal, while Harry La 
Pearl registers with his long shoe 
dance on the elevated’ stage; 


double balancing traps, Marie and 
Bee Morris; single traps, Grace 
Roming and Ernie (Upside Down) 
White. Excellent dog turn, Hazel 
King and Bernice Clark: one of the 
outstanding turns of the program, 
with Irene Ledgett in flashy ward- 
robe, cells the ai“ience here bull 
act (three) and does it like a real 
sho.;man, La Pearl's clown band; 
wire act, also good, by Elizabeth 
Rooney, Bert Dearo; Marie Morris 
and the Conner trio, one of the !at- 
ter doing a back somersault; solo 
liberty horses by Frank Miller, 
Hazel King and Carl Roming; first 
concert announcement; comedy 
acrobats in one ring, La Pearl and 
Connor; elephant ‘rubber’ dancing 
and playing a harmonica around the 
track without a trainer; wagon- 
wheel act of Dalbeanie, closing with 
his stairway stunt and drop to the 
ground; menage horses, Irene and 
Fred Ledgett, Frank Miller and 
Hazel King; perch act by Ernie and 
Ida White; Corrine Dearo and Eliz- 
abeth Rooney, cloud swings and 
Bert, Dearo, contortion traps; sec- 
ond concert announcement, followed 
bv clown walkaround to allow time 
for squaring off for the flying act, 
which is easily one of the best of 
its kind in the circus. The fearless 
Flyers (five), with Fisher doing a 
double backward somersault to the. 
catcher, blindfolded for a _ closer. 
Fred Ledgett does a good job of an- 
nouncing at the mike. 


In clown alley are Harry La Pearl 
producing, Loretta La Pearl, Shorty 
Seydell, Cliff Downing, Joe Short, 
Jack Crippen, Irvin Roming, Joe 
Smith and H. Walsh. 

Executive staff: C. W. Webb, 
owner-manager; James Webb, sece- 
retary-auditor; Ray Blankenship 
treasurer; R. M. Harvey, genera 
agent; Herman Q. Smith, contract- 
ing agent; Francis Kidzman, man- 
ager advertising car, with crew of 
11; James Dewey, advance press; 
James Webb, press back; Doc Oyler, 
side show manager; Fred Ledgett, 
equestrian director and announcer; 
Harry Doran and Glenn Booth, 
privileges; L. Claude Myers, musical 
director; Bob O'Hara, supt. of ree 
served seats; George Werner. supt. 
biz top canvas; Ernie Peterson, 
electrician and supt. of lights; 
Harry Seymour, legal adjuster; Mrs. 
Margaret Thompson, wardrobe; Joe 
seph, Webb, Ray Swan, front door, 
and W. H. McDaniels, steward. 

Sideshow: J. H. (Doc) Oyler, 
manager. On the front, besides 
Oyler, are Al Shannon and Blaine 
Young, talkers: Louis Grass and 
Brady Herdin, tickets; John Baker, 
boss canvas. Attractions: Mme 
Rhonda (Mrs. Oyler), astralogist; 
Solon Starr, magic and inside lec- 
turer; Mickey Mansion, tatooed 
artist and lecturer; Wesley La 
Pearl, big snakes; Joe Jobie, Afri- 
can pygmy; Milo Laraway, sword 
swallower; Freddie, armless won- 
der; Guy Sampson, musical cowboy; 
Manse! Hammond, glass blower; 
Bee Dale and Barbara Baxter, dan- 
cers; Chick Simmons band and min- 
strels, a company of 15. 

Until recently, Ira J. Watkins 
with his elaborate, trained monkey 
and dog circus offered the concert, 
but this troupe left two weeks ago. 
Concert, now made up of acts from 


the show, is unusually weak and 
lasts only a few minutes. It goes 
for a nickel. 


‘CAVALCADE’ UNITIZED 

‘Small Time Cavalcade,’ Billy 
Rose’s production at the defunct 
Manhattan Musie Hall, New York, 
is being offered to vaude intact. 
Show has 36 people on the stage. 

Curtis & Allen doing the agent- 
ing through arrangement with 
Rose. 


an 


— 


The Coral Islanders opened at the 


Hotel Montclair, N. Y. roof, Pre- 
viously were with Norman Broken- 
shire in vaude. 
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LA’s New Expo Center Class Layout, 
And Then the Kiester Mob Moves In 


Los Angeles, May 28. 
What had all the earmarks of a 
class attraction to unveil the new 


Exposition Center has degenerated 
into a pitchman’s paradise, From 
every corner of the palatial layout 
are hawked the gimmicks of the 
kiester crowd. 

When space was being let for the 
Pan-Pacific auditorium on the 
grounds—called the third largest in 
the country—restrictions were such 
as to exclude anything that smacked 
of the carny or savored of a midway. 
Expo bigwigs changed their tune 
when large, gaping holes were to be 
observed along the rows of exhibits 
when the doors opened. The antici- 
pated 300 exhibts dwindled to less 
than 200. So down went the bars 
and in flocked the lads with the 
tripods. 

Aside from that blue note the 
expo, advertised as the World’s Fair 
of the American Home, is a class 
setup, a natural for the femmes. 
Main exhibits by the downtown mer- 
chants contain everything that goes 
to make up the modern home and 
the latest in gadgets and accesso- 
ries. Outstanding are exhibits by 
the department stores. 

Admish at 40c is a bargain. It 
gives the gals a big eyeful and 
plenty to talk about when they get 
home. By calling at one of the 
downtown stores special ducats are 
knocked down for 25c. Although 
sub-billed as the National Housing 
Exposition it has only a remote con- 
nection with the federal campaign 
for better homes. 

Daily Wedding 

Heaviest played by the strollers 
are Honeymoon Cottage, and the 
L. A. Times giveaway 10-room, steel 
frame home, constructed at a cost 
of $12,000. Lucky stub holders wins 
the complete setup and an acre of 
ground in the valley to set it on. 
Cottage is one of the expo’s ballys. 
Each day a regulation wedding is 
solemnized, with the _ principals 
given enough gadgets and vittles to 
stock their love nest. Another crowd 
stopper is the glass house wherein 
lives a lady day and night. Lady 
happens.to..be.. Edna .Kirby,..2whs 
knows showmanship and who has 
put on the stunt in department store 
show windows all over the country. 
It’s new to the natives, who crowd 
around her space along about re- 
tiring time. 

Expo Center was built to endure 
for 15 years. When the beds, ice 
boxes and gas ranges are moved out 
the layout will be changed around to 
accommodate some similar promo- 
tion. The town has long needed a 
epot like this, situated as it is with- 
ing hailing distance of the better 
residential districts of L. A. Holly- 
wood and Beverly Hills. 

Sprawled over 12% acres there is 
plenty of room for certain outdoor 
sports. Sports Lido adjunct to 
housing show as an L, A. Junior 
Chamber of Commerce enterprise to 
help the thing along and gives one 
an idea of how the grounds can be 
utilized. Auditorium covers a 
ground space of 108,000 square feet, 
which should prove a natural for 
auto shows, horse shows and kin- 
dred affairs. 

Housing event was promoted by 
Cliff and Phil Henderson. For the 
period from May 18 to June 2 they 
have guaranteed an attendance of 
250,000. They'll never make it un- 
less the show builds or the run is 
extended. Turnstile average is 
around 10,000 daily. 

Complete layout 
$100,000 and required 
from ground breaking 
said to be some kind 
record. 

Vicinity of Beverly and Fairfax, 
where expo is located, threatens to 
become one of the country’s largest 
sport centers. Just around the cor- 
ner is the Gilmore Stadium and 
down a ways is a dog track, which 
is being refurbished in anticipation 
of the racing measure being signed 
by the governor. It’s all on a tract 
in the county, yet in the center of 
the area’s population. Promotions 
fre spared city taxes and palm 
greasing, the latter Deing no small 
item, 


CIRCUS ROUTES 


Week of May 27 


Cole Bros. 
Scranton; June 1 Ein 


cost around 
1,000 hours 
to opening, 
of a speed 





Hagenbeck- Wallace 
Marion; 30, Cantor 31 
New Castle. 


May 29, 
Tren; June ]j, 








Reprieve 


Los Angeles, May 28. 

Prince, bull elephant, will not 
have to pay with his life for 
trampling to death Joe Reed, 
his trainer. 

Coroner’s jury returned a 
verdict of accidental death, 
reprieving Prince. 


EVEN PARKS AND NITERS 
NOW CODDLING AMMYS 


Pittsburgh, May 28. 
Amateur nite craze continues to 
spread, with tyros showing in night 
clubs and amusement parks.- Cafes 
setting aside one night weekly for 
week’s engage- 











hopefuls, with a 
ment at salary for a prize. 

Latest, however, to go in for the 
contests are the amusement parks. 
West View starts the stunt next 
Sunday (2) and they’re scheduled 
every week with cash prizes based 
on audience reaction. 


Plans for Dallas Expo 


Dallas, May 28. 


Exhibit space in expo-owned build- 
ings at Centennial will cost $6 per 
square foot. Outside space will be 
$2, with areas free to builders. Dis- 
count of 10 percent to early con- 
tractors and additional 10 per cent 
off on rentals paid in full early. 
Discounts will be cut in half in fall. 

Rules prohibit sales by exhibitors 
except of articles manufactured 
within exhibit, which may be mar- 
keted at cost. 

Paul M. Massman, ass’t director 
exhibits at San Diego expo, ar- 
rived to work as J. Franklin Bell’s 
assistant. Helped Bell at A Cen- 
tury of Progress. 

Opening date definite for June 6, 
1936. 








Ohio Showboats 


East Liverpool, O., May 28. 


Greater pleasure facilities will be 
provided on the Ohio river in this 


district during the summer with 
two packets, an excursion boat, ex- 
cursion barge and at least two 
showboats booked for the trade. 

Steamer Washington will seek the 
excursion business, contacting 
amusement parks along the upper 
Ohio river. Capt. Charles A. Rob- 
erts, who formerly operated the 
Princess near Pittsburgh, will pilot 
an excursion barge in the upper 
Ohio from the Great Kanawah 
river. Showboat Majestic is already 
operating in this district and the 
Bryant is enroute here. 





Indianapolis Classic 


Indianapolis, May 28. 

Indianapolis Racing Association 
reports the largest advance sale of 
tickets for the 500 Mile Memorial 
Day Classic since 1928. With 57 
cars entered in the competition, and 
only 33 allowed to start, there is 
promise of a new track record being 
set. 

Cars which qualify at the fastest 
speed are the ones to start the 
grind the day of the race, and a new 
track record for qualification trials 
has already been set with a speed 
of more than 120 miles per hour. 





Whoopee in Albuquerque 
Albuquerque, May 28. 
Plans underway here for celebra- 
tion of fiftieth anniversary of 
foundation of city July 2-4. 
John B. Rogers Co. of Fostoria 
O., given contract for staging 
Pageant of Progress. 


NOW HAS A HEAD 
Perry, Ia., May 28 


The Perry Amusement company 
recently anized, is to be headed 
by H. E. Morrison, Oskaloosa 


will tak ver managem 


org 


film house here. 
away disappointing, with downstairs 


‘act, also On Show. 
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STANLEY, PITT. 


(Continued from page 19) 


young darky hoofer who registers 
with brisk footwork. 

Pepper and Marshall keep up a 
steady barrage all through, slapping 
home often and suggesting two ex- 
iles from the Britton gang on the 
loose. Rotund Pepper’s mugging 
and imitations, particularly that of 
Rubinoff with a burp at the end, 
rate high. Same goes for Marshall, 
who isn’t still a moment and whams 
with his song to a trained flea. 

Meroff’s one-man band specialty, 
his mimicry of Ted Lewis and Jol- 
son, his inggling, cartooning and 
hoofing, keep him swirling through- 
out, winding up a solid click. 

It’s a first time for Meroff in a 
Business at get- 


little over half full and balcony 
practically empty. Cohen, 


FOX, B’KLYN 


Unpretentious show on display 
this week to go with “Thunder in 
East’ (UA), but not hard to take. 
Stage portion shorter than usual, 
running 40 minutes, and while not 
stepping out on talent, there can be 
no serious complaints. 

Nearest approach to fault is Bill 
Telaak’s act and the length of time 
that it is on. In addition to poor 
material Telaak carries in here, both 
in his regular routine and for 
week’s assignment as master of 
ceremonies, he and his two asso- 
ciates try to wear out their wel- 
come. Boiled down to the meat, 
Telaak’s act would get a better re- 
ception. The dancing and _ the 
acrobatics particularly are effective, 
both lads and the girl being there 
with the toes and heels. 

Telaak appears up ahead between 
acts with a few gags, but they don’t 
go. In the m.c. assignment he suc- 
ceeds Henny Youngman, who’s been 
over here several weeks trying to 
find some laughs. 

Lot of dancing on the shot, in- 
cluding the Alton girls, Telaak’s act 
and singles by Barbara McDonald 
and the Carroll Sisters. Miss Mc- 
Donald also sings, but it’s just as 
an opener for her two dance rou- 
tines, second with the line girls. 
She has an appealing voice and 
rates close to tops as a dancer. The 
Carrolls are also there on the hoof. 

Talent lineup is topped by The 
Grenadiers, mixed chorus of eight. 
This was originally a male quartet 
on NBC, to which four girls with 
well-trained voices were added. 
This is the outstanding act on the 
show and well spotted, opening with 
the girls and appearing at the finale 
for flash displays, plus a spot about 
center where doing pops effectively. 
Show is attractively, though simply, 
hung. Three Flashes, good skating 


Affected by the severe price-cut- 
ting war on in downtown Brooklyn, 
business was light Friday night. 
This house is sticking to its 55c. 
top, but will probably be forced 
down in order to compete with Met, 
Par, Albee and Strand, notably first 
three. 

There was no trailer on the 
coming week’s picture here Friday 
booked. Lobby space for adver- 
tising of next feature also vacant. 

Char. 


Bye-By Bow Wows 


Springfield, O., May 28. 

Fairfield Amusement Park, Ltd., 
of which Charles R. Fay, of 
Middletown, O., is chairman and 
manager, is named defendant in a 
suit filed at Xenia, O., to foreclose 
on an abandoned dog-racing plant 
at Fairfield. Foreclosure for non- 
payment of $4,922.25 in taxes was 
instituted here Monday (20) in 
Common Pleas Court. 

Suit is considered a _ possible 
forerunner of similar actions in 
this vicinity. 


| Fair Dates 





> ‘ 


Spartanburg, S. C., May 28. 
Spartanburg County fair, all week 
event, to be held early in Sept., with 
actual dates soon. 
N. C. state fair opens week of Oct. 





14 at Raleigh. George A. Hamid of 

N. Y. and Norman Y. Chambliss, | 
Rocky Mount, N., C., lessees. 
Buncombe county (N. C.) district 

fair scheduled Sept. 16-21 at Oates 

Park fair grounds, Asheville, N. C 
All have concessions open. 
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Springfield, O., May 28 
Aliaire, 55, for many years 
trouper, was killed Mon- 
near Eaton, O wher 
which he was 
Allaire’s 


truck 
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a circus 


riding over 
neck Was 
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Cal. Expo Mushrooms, Nut Swells 
Over Set Sum; Only 75% Ready for 
Opening: Nudist Bally as Spark Plug 


San Diego, May 28. 

California Pacific International 
exposition is set to open tomorrow 
(29), but from indications tonight 
it would seem that only about 75 
percent of the exhibs will be ready 
the first week and that there is still 
considerable work to be done, 

Starting out as a million dollar 
affair, the fair now stands an all 
round nut of around $12,000,000. Af- 
fair mushroomed too fast for its 
promoters and despite the fact that 
an army of laborers and craftsmen 
have been working three shifts a 
day for weeks, the preparation job 
proved too immense to have the 
expo all set for the opener, 

Fair’s inception was wholly civic. 
Local organizations subscribed $1,- 
000,000, agreeing to take no profit 
but to allow the funds garnered 
above the original outlay to go into 
a pool for civic improvement. Henry 
Ford’s contribution of $2,000,000 or 
more for his symphony concerts and 
his exhibit, the largest at the fair, 
in reality launched the thing into 
the big scale class. Plus this plenty 
more is being spent by othe. ex- 
hibitors, including the Federal gov- 
ernment features. 

Despite this appearance of civic 
importance to the expo, the bally- 
hoo to bring the crowds. here is 
strictly circus. Tonight that much 
publicized nudist colony is a mys- 
tery, but proving a great come-on 
teaser. In the centre of the expo- 
sition is a fenced-in heavy wooded 
area—Zoro Gardens. No admit- 
tance to the grounds, except to a 
comparative few favored souls who 
report 15 nudists already there, but 
fully clothed, 

The Nudie Spark Plug 


newspapers and reformers 
battling fer a week 
introduction of nudism 
as an exhibition in their fair city. 
With a Chinese nudist girl among 
the 15 and an advertised pick of 
strippers from colonies all over the 
country, aspect at the outset seems 
like one. af..those~heuse-of all 
tions things. Agitation is strictly 
press agent and it’s a cinch the fair 
visitors will be Barnumizcd. 

This, despite the promoters prom- 
ise that the nudies will devote their 
energies to proving their nudism 
is a clean, healthful practice and 
thus convince authorities that col- 
onies should be permitted. 

Another angle that belies the 
original civic intent is the proliteer- 
ing already evident at the hotels 
and among the apartment house 
operators. U S. Grant hotel is, so 
far as can be found, the only hos- 
telry not to raise its rates. Other 
hotels have upped tariffs from 50 
cents to a dollar and a half a day. 
Apartment house rents are up gen- 
erally 50 percent and more. 

The Usual Fanfare 

Fair will be opened with the usual 
staté and national ballyhoo, Official 
opening at noon with a CBS broad- 
cast from the French steamship 
Normandie in mid-Atlantic on its 
maiden voyage Gov. Merriam and 
state offfcials make air addresses 
from the grounds in the afternoon 
and President Roosevelt will talk 
to the fair visitors in the evening 
by direct wire from the White 
House. 

So far it looks as if CBS has 
copped most of the radio privileges 
at the fair with the chief program 
the symphonies from the Ford bowl 
going transcontinental twice daily 
for a half hour each over this cir- 
cuit. NBC fits in on the opening 
day with a cross-country hook-up, 
descriptive of the exposition. 
Wilson will short wave a 
of the many 
from various parts of the 

Many of the midway 
from the Chicago fair 
Space is at a premium, in fact even 
for the more educational 
vertising features 
sold out. There has 
dence yet of 
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the midway Promoter are 


parently going 
the gambling and gimmick 
ments—especially in view of the 
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Producers Want Showdown 
Hollywood. May 


next week to 
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which they have been plunged in 
connection with industry co-opera- 
tion for the Motion Picture Hall of 
Fame at the San Diego exposition. 

While having no official sanction 
from the producers, the Hall of 
Fame already has sets, costumes 
and props from pictures and the 
fair authorities are publicizing 
that visitors will be allowed to 
photograph motion picture’ stars 
who will be in attendance. 

Producers newest burnup was a 
letter from the fair promotors 
which virtually told the industry 
just what it could or could not do 
in connection with the picture ex- 
hibit. Tone of the missive has the 
producers now trying to find out 
just how far the industry has been 
committed. 

In some instances producers are 
incensed at the press agent tie-in 
With the Hall of Fame, charging 
that studio publicity chiefs, meet- 
ing under Hays office auspices, 
acted without authority in promis- 
ing any type of co-operation. 

Previously turned down several 
times before for official recogni- 
tion, fair operators finally got the 
Screen Actors Guild and the Domi- 
noes (femme actress organization) 
to sponsor the exhibit on a per- 
centage deal. Later the studio pub- 
licity men acknowledged the ex- 
hibit to the extent of voting that 
it was purely an individual studio 
matter. That was jake until the 
letter to the Hays office, virtually 
demanding the producers to go on 
record for full co-operation of the 
industry. 


Barnes and Mix Scrap 


Tacoma, May 28, 
Al G. Tom Mix 
circus had a little battle on the Ta- 
coma date. 


jarnes trick and 


First inkling was when 
Barnes boys changed date from May 
29 to May 22, one day ahead of Mix 
date: “Wher this happened Mix 
pulled advance back to tie up spots, 
but there were very few left oute 
side of halves and one sheet wine 
dows. The barns, board and brick 
buildings were glombed by Barnes 
and the word of mouth Mix parade 
was spread. Mix advertising in pa- 
pers specifically said ‘no parade in 
Tacoma, contrary to reports.’ 

Times big P,. M. sheet tied up 
with Barnes on circulation ticket 
stunt and News-Tribune, other 
P. M. paper, came back with Mix 
tickets to readers for 10 cents. Both 
shows did nice business here, 
Barnes trick old standby while 
youngsters pulled the elders into 
Mix shows. 

Big lumber strike here now held 
down grosses, 


Another Pageant 


New York office of the Pageant of 
America, to be Black 
Hills, S. D., July 4-Sept. 4, an- 
nounces that the local Chamber of 
Commerce anticipates the daily at- 
tendance of 50,000 persons, which 
only goes to show that the Chamber 
is running true to optimistic form 
of all such chambers. 

Pageant, which is being given for 
the Mt. Rushmore National Memo- 
rial, was written by Kenneth M, 
Ellis, N, Y. man and 
radio announcer, will be as- 
sisted in Perrin G. 
Somers, Kastman 

house, 
will be 
with about 
performers and a few 
the setting being a 
natural amphitheatre 


produe ed in 


newspaper 
who 
staging by 
producer for the 
Foundation Civie opera 

Performance 
Black Hills 


Rochester, 
staved at 
5,000 local 


professionals, 


McNellis Has Park 
Waterbury, May 28, 

Quassapaug amusement 
park, a few miles outside the city, 
been leased by Jonn McNellis 
of Waterbury, who has announced 
that fhe park Memoria] 
MecNelli 10K ver ie spot 
Michael ; | who had 


Lake 


has 


|} operated the park for many years, 
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Smooth, soft 
skin always 
makes a hit! 





























HEN you see Jeanette Mac- 

Donald in “Naughty Marietta,”’ 
you'll be thrilled by her golden voice, 
thrilled by her beauty, too. ‘‘How does 
she keep her skin so exquisitely smooth 
and clear’’—you’ll say, when the close- 
ups bring her near. 

It’s a very simple care she uses—the 
same-one-9-out of 10-other famous screen 
stars have used for years. “‘Lux Toilet Soap 
gives skin such a smooth, fresh texture,” 
says Jeanette MacDonald. 

This gentle soap has an ACTIVE lather 
that goes right down into the pores, thor- 
oughly removes every trace of dust and dirt, 
stale cosmetics. No risk of choked pores—the 
cause of dullness, little blemishes—blackheads, 
perhaps—when you use Lux Toilet Soap! 

You, too, want to keep the complexion loveli- 
ness that means so much to your charm. And you 
can, if you’ll follow this simple care regularly. 

Before you put on fresh make-up during the 
day ...and ALWAYS before you go to bed at 
night, use Lux Toilet Soap. It will protect your. 
skin, keep it always soft and clear. 





Jeanerre Mee Donele 


star of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayers 
NAUGHTY MARIETTA 


now showing locally 















